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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets members of the Arab and International Relations Council. — Amiri
Diwan and KUNA photos

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah yes-
terday received Chairman of the Arab
and International Relations Council
Mohammad Al-Sager and council mem-
bers at Bayan Palace, on sidelines of the
fifth meeting of the council board of
trustees.

Earlier,  His Highness the Amir
received His Highness the Crown Prince
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, and Acting Premier and Foreign
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah. 

Meanwhile, His Highness the Crown
Prince received Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled,
Deputy Premier and Interior Minister
Sheikh Mohammad Khaled Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah and Deputy Board Chairman of
the Ruling Family, Sheikh Dr. Ibrahim Al-
Duaij Al-Sabah. — KUNA

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets Deputy Board
Chairman of the Ruling Family Sheikh Dr Ibrahim Al-Duaij Al-Sabah.

Amir receives Chairman of Arab,
International Relations Council

By Ben Garcia

KUWAIT: The IMF-Middle East Center for
Economics and Finance held a talk yesterday
about inclusive economic growth and micro-
economic policy in Australia to demonstrate
its expertise and share experiences with
attendees, mostly executive officers and man-
agers of various companies in Kuwait, includ-
ing some from neighboring countries. Warren
Hauck, Ambassador of Australia to Kuwait,
was the guest of honor at the event, who was
welcomed by Oussama Kanaan, the institute’s
director. 

Hauck was asked by the IMF-Middle East
CEF to talk about Australia’s inclusive eco-
nomic growth so as to learn and gain more
knowledge from their past economic reforms.
Hauck spoke about sources of Australia’s
inclusive growth, which he mentioned is sus-
tainable and experienced by Australians for
the past 25 years, since the early 1990s. 

Economic growth
“We are now in the 25th year of uninter-

rupted economic growth thanks to several
economic reforms which we introduced since
1991. The good news is that we have not
been affected by the series of economic crises
which took place in the world - the first was
the Asian financial crisis in 1997, while the
second was the last one in 2008,” he said.
According to Hauck, Australia’s growth aver-
age per year after implementing reforms
stands at 3.3 percent. “It happened because
of substantial reforms which we undertook in
the 1980s and 1990s,” he said. 

The Australian ambassador also cited
some sources of economic growth intro-
duced including the floating of the dollar
(1993) and the tariff reforms, which reduced
tariff to under five percent, in two phases in
the 1980s and 1990s. “We also liberalized
trade across the board. We dismantled cen-
tralized wage fixing, creating more flexible
labor markets, but at the same time more

industry focused. We also reformed inefficient
government monopolies in telecommunica-
tion, transportation and water. The reforms
produced more productivity and lower cost;
which increased the country’s GDP by over
2.5 percent. We also reformed some ineffi-
cient taxes, introduced new taxes and several
other reforms including in the area of educa-
tion,” Hauck added.

Gas exporter
By 2020, Australia will be the number one

gas exporter in the world, according to
Hauck. “Australia nowadays is the biggest
exporter of meat in the world. Kuwait for
example is the biggest market of our live
sheep, so we are very fortunate that we are in
the radar of every country in the world. The
growth experienced by China is also being
felt in Australia because geographically, we
are pretty close to China,” he mentioned. 

Hauck said many economic reforms in
Australia were not easily implemented as
they needed support from the public and
business sectors. “Some debates took place,
but we have strong lobbying and support
from business sectors,” he stressed.
Innovations and other programs are being
carefully handled by Australia as it continues
to invest in the education sector, technical
training programs and infrastructure. 

“The public and private partnership (PPP)
is also being carefully looked into, like in
mass-transport. A little bit about on innova-
tion - we will be strongly focusing on innova-
tion as we live in a globalized world now and I
think we need to say this: If you have a mobile
phone right now and you are using Wi-Fi, just
for the info, Wi-Fi was invented by Australians;
we also invented the bio-spray that we are
now using on burn victims. There are more,
like the black box in airplanes. We are trying
to develop and innovate so we can contribute
to the world. We may have challenges ahead
but with 25 years of growth, I think we are in
the right position,” he concluded.

Australian envoy explains
inclusive economic growth

KUWAIT: Warren Hauck, Ambassador of Australia to Kuwait speaks at the seminar.

KUALA LUMPUR: A high-ranking
Australian parliamentary delegation is
scheduled to visit Kuwait on December
13th to hold talks with officials and law-
makers on mutual cooperation and bilat-
eral relations between the two countries,
Kuwait Ambassador to Australia Najeeb
Al-Bader said.

Teresa Gambaro, Chairperson of the
Foreign, Defense and Commerce
Committee, will head the delegation,
said the Ambassador in a phone contact
with Kuwait News Agency (KUNA), as he
emerged from a meeting with the lead-
ing legislator. 

He noted that talks, during the signifi-
cant visit, would deal with bilateral ties
and mutual cooperation, within the

framework of the distinguished bonds
between the two friendly countries.

The Australian delegation, during the
visit to Kuwait, will hold talks with offi-
cials from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
members of the National Assembly
(Parliament),  Kuwait Chamber of
Commerce and Industry and others.

Ambassador Bader quoted Gambaro
as expressing, during the meeting with
him, her aspiration to seek to cement
parliamentary, commercial and business
cooperation between the two countries.
The meeting, held at the Parliament
House in the Australian capital Canberra,
was attended by the Second Secretary at
the Kuwaiti Embassy, Mohammad Al-
Shaitan. — KUNA

KUWAIT: A major landmark in Kuwait is to be
named after the late Saudi Foreign Minister Prince
Saud Al-Faisal, said Acting Premier and Foreign
Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
on Tuesday night.

This cabinet-approved decision came in recogni-
tion of the deceased’s rich journey and multifaceted
contributions, especially towards Kuwait and its
people, Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled said in a speech at
a ceremony held by the Arab and International
Relations Council in honoring the late Saudi foreign
minister.

Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled pointed to the fact that
he was “honored” to work directly with Prince Saud
in the last few years, “and I sensed authenticity of
his virtues, abundance of his giving, greatness of his
stances and opinions, as well as discretion of his
diplomacy.”

He carried on saying that the late prince “elevat-
ed Gulf and Arab diplomatic standards, and made a
noble mission out of diplomatic work.” He added
that Kuwaitis shall never forget Prince Saud’s words
during the early days of the Iraqi invasion back in
1990 when he said “we would not sleep until Kuwait
returns ... Kuwait will be liberated.” The late Prince
Saud Al-Faisal carried Arab concerns and causes in
his heart and thought, said Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled,
stressing that the Palestinian cause was Prince
Saud’s main concern, for he was one of the most
prominent advocate of the Arab Peace Initiative, as
he once said “If this initiative did not provide securi-
ty for Israel, I assure you that the barrel of a gun will
not either.” Meanwhile, Chairman of the Arab and
International Relations Council Mohammad Al-

Saqer said Prince Saud Al-Faisal passed away after
spending 40 years as a foreign minister, during
which he showed complete dedication for his job.
He said that council members had planned to hon-
or the deceased during the holy month of Ramadan
earlier this year but Prince Saud passed away before
that. Saqer said Prince Saud would be missed a lot.

Former Lebanese Prime Minister Fuad Siniora, a
council member, praised Prince Saud’s “honorable”

support of the Lebanese causes, foremost his quest
to stop the civil war. He said Prince Saud demon-
strated a courageous position when the Iraqi
regime invaded and occupied Kuwait in August
1990, when he told a UN meeting in New York that
if the Arab countries could not end the Iraqi occu-
pation, the Arabs should work with the internation-
al community to free Kuwait and bring back the
legitimate leadership. — KUNA

Major landmark in Kuwait to be named
after late Saud Al-Faisal: Acting PM

KUWAIT: Kuwait invited the international com-
munity to participate in Kuwait’s fourth donors’
conference in February in London to support
the Syrian people in their suffering. Deputy
Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah said in his
opening remarks at the 6th meeting for major
donors aiding Syrian people that international
community should unify their efforts to stop
bloodshed and destruction in Syria. Jarallah
added that it is the responsibility of everyone,
especially the UNSC, to find a swift peaceful
solution for this man-made disaster. He pointed
to repeated warnings against the serious

impacts of the Syrian crisis not only on the
Syrians themselves but on the whole world as
well. Jarallah added that at this stage of the cri-
sis, it is important to connect the efforts of
developmental institutions with humanitarian
aid organization; a good example of this cooper-
ative effort is a $150 million project that has
been carried out through the Kuwait Fund for
Arab Economic Fund (KFAED). He expressed his

appreciation for the UK for hosting the upcom-
ing donors’ conference, with a joint chairman-
ship by Kuwait, Norway and Germany.

Meanwhile, International Islamic Charity
Organization (IICO) Chairman Dr  Abdullah Al-
Maatouq said that the Syrian crisis has been on a
standstill position for a long time now, pointing
out that humanitarian efforts should not replace
political endeavors.

Maatouq, who is also Kuwait’s Humanitarian
Envoy to the UN, said that Syrian civilians should
be provided with protection from ongoing
airstrikes and all sorts of violence. There are
more than 360,000 Syrian people trapped
between areas of disputes, where there is a lack
of safety and security, he said. In addition, there
are more than 1.2 people who are internally dis-
placed, he further said. He called on all donors’
countries to honor their pledges that were made
in pervious donors’ conferences.

War against IS
Earlier, Jarallah said that the State of Kuwait

welcomes UK’s military participation in interna-
tional coalition against the so-called Islamic
State (IS) or ‘Daesh,’. Speaking to reporters after
taking part in opening of the conference, the
deputy foreign minister affirmed the State of
Kuwait’s keenness on backing the coalition, also
stressing on the necessity of the UK participation
in the alliance against the militant group. His
statement coincided with a planned legislative
session in London due later today to vote on
British military involvement in the global war on
the group, also known as the Islamic State in Iraq
and the Levant (ISIL). He expressed hope the
alliance would defeat terrorism and put an end
to Syrian people’s hardship. In other news,
Jarallah met yesterday Russian Ambassador to
Kuwait Alexi Solomatin. 

During the meeting, they discussed several
aspects of bilateral relations between both
nations and the latest regional and international
developments. — KUNA

Kuwait invites world to take
part in donors’ conference

KUWAIT: Deputy Foreign Minister
Khaled Al-Jarallah speaks at the 6th
meeting for major donors aiding Syrian
people. — KUNA

High-level Australian delegation
to visit Kuwait December 13 

KUWAIT: Acting Premier and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah at a
ceremony to honor the late Saudi foreign minister Prince Saud Al-Faisal. — KUNA

DOHA: A visiting Kuwaiti media dele-
gation lauded Cultural Village
Foundation, known as Katara, in
achieving human interaction through
art and cultural exchange through
many cultural projects. Head of the
delegation, and Deputy Editor-in-
Chief of Al-Anba newspaper, Adnan
Khalifa Al-Rashid said yesterday that
Katara has become a niche for local
and Arab cultures and a crossroad of
international arts.

Director of Sama magazine Zahra
Dehdari pointed out that Katara is a
great supporter of tourism in Qatar
because it hosts many cultural and
sporting events. Sama Editor-in-Chief
Dalal Salem Al-Marzouq, meanwhile,
said that Katara is considered a touris-
tic and unique landmark in the Gulf

region. Counselor at the Kuwaiti
embassy in Qatar Nasser Sager Al-
Ghanim also highlighted the impor-
tant role played by Katara to bring dif-
ferent cultures together on a common
ground. Director of Katara was thrilled
to receive the Kuwaiti delegation.

The Kuwaiti delegation is visiting
Qatar to participate in the Third
Business Women Forum. Katara
Cultural Village is the largest and the
most multidimensional cultural proj-
ect of Qatar. It serves as a guardian to
the heritage and traditions of Qatar
and endeavors to spread awareness
about the importance of every culture
and civilization and as such, Katara
hosts international, regional and local
festivals, workshops, performances
and exhibitions. — KUNA

Kuwaiti delegation lauds Katara
for achieving human interaction

DOHA: Head of Katara Cultural Village Foundation, Deputy Editor-in-
Chief of Al-Anba newspaper Adnan Khalifa Al-Rashid, Sama Editor-in-
Chief Dalal Salem Al-Marzouq and Counselor at Kuwaiti embassy in
Qatar Nasser Sager Al-Ghanim. — KUNA

By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: The Canadian Embassy to Kuwait recently cel-
ebrated Canada’s 148th National Day anniversary and
the fiftieth anniversary of establishing Kuwaiti-Canadian

diplomatic relations. A special ceremony was held on
the occasion at the ambassador’s residence in Jabriya.
Speaking on the occasion, Canadian Ambassador
Martine Moreau thanked and welcomed her guests,
noting that 2015 was very special for both countries and

marked the 50th anniversary of launching historic deep-
rooted relations with Kuwait. Ambassador Moreau
stressed that Kuwaiti-Canadian commercial relations
were rapidly growing in various lines such as oil, gas,
health care, defense, infrastructure and education.

Embassy celebrates Canada’s National Day

KUWAIT: Canadian Ambassador Martine Moreau and Kuwait’s Foreign
Ministry official Reem Al-Khaled cut the ceremony’s cake. 

Reem Al-Khaled is pictured with ambassadors in attendance. — Photos
by Joseph Shagra


