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KUWAIT: Alghanim Industries, one of the largest private
companies in the region concluded its sponsorship for the
32nd annual conference of the National Union of Kuwaiti
Students (NUKS) USA branch, which took place from 25 to
28 of November in San Diego, California, under the slogan
‘Awakening Kuwait’s Dream.’

The conference was attended by the Minister of
Education and Higher Education Dr Bader Al-Essa, and
Ambassador of Kuwait in the United States, Sheikh Salem
Al-Sabah, and Ambassador of the United States in Kuwait,
Douglas Silliman, as well as a number of Kuwait National
Assembly members and representatives of a number of
private sector companies.

As part of the conference activities, Alghanim Industries
hosted a special workshop entitled ‘Steer Your Career’ to a
group of merit scholars with varied majors studying in the
United States, where company representatives introduced
them to Alghanim Industries and presented career advice
that will help them professionally, such as time manage-
ment, goal setting, and writing a good resume. The team
also shared some of their personal stories from their vast
career experiences. They also showcased the ‘Alghanim
Industries Future Leaders Program’ (AFLP), a program that
extends over 12 months, and is designed to provide recent,
high-potential Kuwaiti graduates with a comprehensive
introduction to the different businesses and support func-
tions in Alghanim Industries and includes world-class train-
ing and development activities. The program is comprised
of four months of training and workshops, a one month-
long business-based project, and seven months of job
rotations and assignments across the company.

Important role
Senior Director - Corporate Strategy, BD, and M&A at

Alghanim Industries, Dari Al-Reshaid Al-Bader said: “I had
the pleasure of participating once again at the NUKS - USA
conference. Every year when Alghanim Industries sponsors
this conference, we meet many of our special students,
where we have the opportunity to guide them towards
careers that are best suited for them. Education plays an

important role on the development of the economy and
finding creative solutions to the challenges facing us today,
this is what we appreciate and what we practice at
Alghanim Industries.”

Alghanim Industries also participated in the career fair,
held before the opening ceremony of the conference,
where representatives of the company were present to
answer students’ questions about the company and job
opportunities. Dari Al-Bader was part of the judging panel
that evaluated the participants of the ‘Business Startup’

competition, taking place during the conference, with
Tareq Al-Saleh AGM Investments Consumer Banking at
Gulf Bank. Alghanim Industries also sponsored the semi-
nar “A Star Every Day” moderated by student Ali Al-
Fadalah, from 228, the popular ‘Snapchat’ group, engaged
in a dialogue in which he interviewed the Minister of
Education and Higher Education Dr Bader Al-Essa,
Abdulwahhab Al-Muzaini,  member of the Board of
Trustees in Kuwait Anti-Corruption Authority, and the stu-
dent Fahad AlMutairi. 

Celebration of the
International
Day of Persons

with Disabilities
KUWAIT: The Vice Chair and the Secretary General of the
Kuwait Society for the Handicapped and the RI National
Secretary for Kuwait, Munira Al-Mutawa said that the
International Day of Persons with Disabilities (IDPD) has
been commemorated on December 3 to promote aware-
ness and mobilize support for critical issues relating to the
inclusion of persons with disabilities in society and develop-
ment. The theme for this year is “Inclusion matters: access
and empowerment for people with all abilities” and the Day
works to promote action to raise awareness about disability
issues and draw attention to the benefits of an inclusive and
accessible society for all. The estimated one billion people
living with disabilities worldwide face many barriers to inclu-
sion in many key aspects of society including areas of trans-
portation, employment and education, as well as social and
political participation. 

Mutawa added that it is important to focus on the ability
and not on the disability of an individual. We should note
that disability is part of the human condition and that all of
us either are or will become disabled to one degree or
another, during the course of our lives. By promoting
empowerment, real opportunities for people are created.
Empowerment involves investing in people - in jobs, health,
nutrition, education and social protection. When people are
empowered, they are better prepared to take advantage of
opportunities for participation in the social life.

The theme for this year comprises three important sub-
themes. One of them is “Making cities inclusive and accessi-
ble for all”. It is estimated that by 2050, 66 percent of the
world’s population will be living in cities. So the UN organiz-
es the United Nations’ Third Global Conference on Housing
and Sustainable Development in 2016 to review the
progress and design a “New Urban Agenda” that must
ensure that future cities, towns and basic urban infrastruc-
tures and services are more accessible and inclusive for all
people’s needs, including persons with disabilities.

The second sub-theme is “Improving disability data and
statistics” as the lack of data and information on disability
and the situation with persons with disabilities at the nation-
al level contribute to the invisibility of persons with disabili-
ties in official statistics. This presents a major obstacle to
achieving development planning and implementation. The
International Day will be used to highlight challenges and
map out strategies to involve persons with disabilities and
their organizations in disability data and statistics collection
and dissemination.

And finally, the third sub-theme is “Including persons
with invisible disabilities in society and development”. The
International Day draws attention on the situation of per-
sons with invisible disabilities, such as mental health and
psychosocial disabilities, intellectual disabilities as well as
hearing impairments as they are at risk of exclusion from
mainstream activities, education or social activities.
Accordingly, social activities and awareness raising initiatives
should be organized in order to draw attention of the con-
cerned authorities to those disabilities. Mutawa added that
the UN organizes several sessions on the occasion of the
International Day of Persons with Disabilities, such as
Disability-inclusive development and the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development, Inclusion of persons with disabili-
ties and a panel discussion on Invisible disabilities. She
expressed her hope that the concerned authorities related
to disability matters in Kuwait will work on improvement of
the situation of persons with disabilities, especially in the
field of implementation of technical specifications that will
ensure access of this category of the society to the new facili-
ties as well as the old ones after their modification according
to those specifications. It is a basic precondition for integra-
tion of persons with disabilities in the society. 

Alghanim Industries concludes
activities in NUKS USA conference

Alghanim Industries’ team with the merit scholars.

Alghanim Industries’ team with Ali Al-Fudhala and Fahad Al-Mutairi from 228.

KUWAIT: Gulf Bank recently made a
donation to the Foundation of Hope, a
volunteer group in Kuwait dedicated to
helping other  less  for tunate.   The
Foundat ion of  Hope works  to  help
those, both children and adults, who
have special needs. 

A portion of Gulf Bank’s donation to
the Foundation of Hope was used to help
equip a special needs classroom called
the “Green Unit” in the Kuwait English
School (KES). The Green Unit is a non-
profit facility of the KES that caters to stu-
dents with special educational needs,
aged 6 - 21 years. The Green Unit provides
learning support for infants, juniors, sen-

iors, and college students. It offers an all-
round education for students in a caring
and supportive environment, enabling
each person to fulfill their own individual
potential. 

Gulf Bank’s support has also helped
the Foundation in producing the “Diary of
Hope 2016” which depicts the artwork of
intellectually challenged schoolchildren
in a calendar format. This diary calendar,
along with any other information con-
cerning the activities of The Foundation
of Hope may be obtained by emailing
foundationofhopeq8@gmail.com. Gulf
Bank’s support is part of its on-going
commitment to charitable activities.

KUWAIT: The National Union of Kuwaiti Students
in the United States (NUKS USA) honored Zain, the
leading telecommunications company in Kuwait,
for its Platinum sponsorship of the Union’s 32nd
annual conference that was recently concluded in
San Diego, California, under the patronage and
attendance of HE the Minster of Education and
Minster of Higher Education Dr Badr Al-Essa.

The closing ceremony of the conference wit-
nessed the presence of many prominent national
Kuwaiti leaders, where the Kuwaiti Ambassador to
the US, Sheikh Salem Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,
presented a token of appreciation to Zain Kuwait,
represented by Corporate Communications and
Relations Director Waleed Al-Khashti, for the com-
pany’s support to the conference throughout the
years. 

As in previous years, Zain took the opportunity
to recognize and honor the performances of the
top 10 Kuwaiti students studying in the US, with
the aim of shedding light on their accomplish-
ments. The company also sponsored a sports sym-
posium in which prominent Kuwaiti sports figures
discussed issues relevant to the domestic sporting
scene.

Zain also organized several sporting activities
held in conjunction with the event, where the com-
pany honored the “Champions” team, winner of the
first place title of “Zain Football Tournament”, which
the company sponsored for the third consecutive
year. The tournament was a way to engage with
the youth and share a family-like atmosphere with
the students, with immense participation of 20
teams. The company also organized and for the

first time a football tournament dedicated to
female students, where the company honored the
“Barcelona” team for winning the first place title. 

Zain’s participation in NUKS USA reinforces the
company’s commitment to the youth of Kuwait
and its desire to see them reach their full potential.
The event brought together distinguished national
figures from across Kuwait who have had a signifi-
cant impact on the country’s political, economic,
cultural and sporting life, and is a rare blend of
intellectual and social content for the attendees.

The company sees its annual participation in
the conference as part of its responsibility as a
leading national company to help provide bright
and enthusiastic young Kuwaitis who are looking
to enter the job market with suitable development
opportunities.

NUKS USA honors Zain for Platinum
sponsorship of 32nd annual conference

Zain’s Corporate Communications and Relations Director Waleed Al-
Khashti with the sports’ panel.

Zain honors students at the event.

Teams competing in the Zain NUKS football tournament.
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the Foundation of Hope

Helping children, adults with special needs

Gulf Bank team during their visit to Foundation of Hope.


