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By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Interior’s (MoI) Director General of the
Residency Affairs Department Major General Talal Maarafi said
the department is exerting all efforts to develop the systems in
order to achieve comfort for citizens and expatriates and ease
procedures and transaction processes. Maarafi said the depart-
ment will start from Jan 1, 2016 the application of article 12 of
the foreigners’ residency law 17/1959 and article 15A of the
implementation rules of law 640/1987 which states that the “res-
idency period should not exceed the validity of the passport of
the foreigner.” Maarafi appealed to expats to check the validity of
their passports and renew them before they expire, then go to
the concerned residency department to update the date of their
passports. He also appealed to citizens to check passports of
those under their sponsorship so that they do not violate the
above mentioned law. He said that the interior ministry asked
the foreign ministry to inform all embassies in Kuwait about the
procedure and start renewing passports of their citizens if the
validity of the passports is less than 12 months, so that they do
not incur fines.

Jaber Stadium
MoI Director General of Relations and Security Information

Department Brigadier Adel Al-Hashash said Jaber Stadium is con-
sidered a ‘source of pride’ and an achievement that can be added
to the achievements of the wise leadership. He said the opening
of the stadium will be under the patronage of HH the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on Friday Dec 18, 2015, and
there are several departments supervising the organization of the
opening ceremony. Hashash said security men are ready in vari-
ous sectors to deal with all events and activities, emphasizing
maintaining security and order, besides providing security servic-
es and organize traffic. He said security authorities have enough
experience to perform any duty they may be asked to carry out,
adding that such celebrations are followed keenly by Deputy
Premier and Interior Minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khalid Al-
Sabah and Undersecretary Maj Gen Suleiman Al-Fahd.

Traffic campaign
The traffic department carried out a campaign against trucks

and concrete mixers on Sixth Ring Road, resulting in issuing 13
citations. 

MPA works with PAAAFR

to inspect farmlands
By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Manpower Public Authority’s Deputy Director for
Labor Protection Abdullah Al-Motoutah said that the author-
ity had formed a joint committee with the Public Authority
for Agricultural Affairs and Fish Resources (PAAAFR) to
inspect agricultural land tenancy and the laborers registered
on them.

Separately, and following his meeting with the World
Bank, the manpower authority’s acting director Ahmed Al-
Moussa hailed the role it played in conducting local market
studies. Moussa added that a proposal was made to the
bank to support preparing a database about the labor mar-
ket in Kuwait. On her part, the World Bank’s communication
official Zeina Afif stressed the need to set a strategy to boost
public awareness on the nature of Kuwait’s labor market. 

Farmlands’ withdrawal
PAAAFR Director Faisal Al-Hasawi announced that the

farms committee has finished preparing the final warnings
pending withdrawing 126 unused land tenancies in Abdaly,
in addition to land used by 56 sheep and animal fodder
companies over violation of lease contract conditions. 

Sit-in postponed
Informed sources said that marine operation guides at

the Kuwait Ports Authority decided to postpone a sit-in they
had planned until Sunday instead of today. Notably, the
guides had planned to stage a sit-in outside the authority
director’s office to demand resuming payment of rent,
achievement and heavy machinery handling allowances.
The sources added that a number of the captains met the
director who asked them to defer their sit-in until after the
board’s meeting on Sunday, promising to meet their
demands. 

Landline bills
The Ministry of Communications recently urged all sub-

scribers to willingly pay their landline bills before the com-
mencement of the monthly automated service disconnec-
tion for December, as usual by sending a warning message
on Dec 6 followed by a second one on Dec 13 before discon-
necting the service on Dec 20. The ministry also noted that
the maximum bill value at which the automated disconnec-
tion starts is KD 50 for residential landlines and KD 100 for
commercial ones, while subscribers who had already made
an agreement to reschedule their overdue bills and pay
them in installments would have their lines disconnected
immediately over any delay in paying those installments. In
addition, the ministry said that those who do not pay their
annual subscription fees for six months or more would lose
the service. The ministry explained that subscribers could
pay the bills online.

‘Merbeaniya’ starts
Meteorologist Adel Al-Saadoun said that next Monday

would mark the beginning of one of 12 weather seasons
known in Kuwait, noting that this one is known as the
Merbeaniya (Forty Days), starting on Dec 7 and ending on
Jan 14, a period during which temperatures drop to an aver-
age of 0-8 degrees Celsius accompanied by fast northwester-
ly Siberian winds.  

Official appeals to the public to
follow passport renewal rules
Passport, visa validity linkage starts Jan 1

Major General Talal Maarafi Brigadier Adel Al-Hashash

KUWAIT: The National Assembly approved yesterday the draft
for a new Juvenile Law and turned it over to the government
for its perusal and approbation. The new draft law supplants a
1983 law where the age of a juvenile offender was set at below
18. The new law sets it at below 16. 

The thrust of the new law is geared toward rehabilitation
not severe punishment and in that spirit it withholds criminal
responsibility for any offender below the age of seven. When
meting out criminal sentences to juvenile delinquents, the new
law separates out two classifications for these juveniles, one
group is those whose ages fall between seven and 15, and the
other between 15 and 16.

Furthermore, the new law stipulates the necessity for a juve-
nile court, a police force for juvenile delinquency, centers for
detention of delinquents rather than prisons, and centers for
their rehabilitation. These rehabilitation centers should be able
to equip the offender to take up a meaningful job in a factory, a

business, or on a farm.
No juvenile offender will be sentenced to death or life

imprisonment, advises the new law, and in the case the offense
is a crime punishable by death, the offender, whose age is
between 15 and 16, will get a maximum sentence of 15 years in
detention. The new draft law prohibits any publication, print or
electronic, from publishing details of crimes perpetrated by
juveniles and from showing their photos. 

Agreements
Meanwhile, the National Assembly approved drafts of a num-

ber of laws regarding international agreements signed by Kuwait
and several countries and international organizations. Among
these agreements, a protocol on crimes committed on board air-
planes, a memorandum of understanding (MoU) between Kuwait
and UNDP, an accord on marine commerce between Kuwait and
Turkey. Also, a military agreement between Kuwait and Canada

regarding the construction of a military base, and an agreement
on Kuwait’s joining the Arab civil aviation authority.

Other agreements approved by the National Assembly
involved one between Kuwait and Egypt on avoiding double tax-
ation, and one between Kuwait and the United States on the
implementation of the tax rules of FATCA. Another one was
amending some GCC rules regarding commercial dumping. First
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah thanked the lawmakers in today’s par-
liamentary session for having endorsed these international agree-
ments. 

KAC staff
Separately, National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem

met in his office the worker’s syndicate of Kuwait Airways and its
subsidiaries. The meeting was attended by a number of members
of parliament. — KUNA

Lawmakers endorse draft for new Juvenile Law
KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem and MPs meet Kuwait Airways’ staff yesterday. — KUNA


