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PESHAWAR: The parents and siblings of slain Pakistani school student Asfand Khan, who was killed during an attack by Taleban militants at an army public school, pray alongside his photograph at their residence yesterday. — AFP 

PESHAWAR: Pakistan yesterday
hanged four men linked to the
Taleban’s massacre of more than 130
schoolchildren, with parents of vic-
tims saying they deserved “no forgive-
ness” as the attack anniversary
approached. The executions, which
officials said were carried out yester-
day morning at a prison in the north-
western city of Kohat, were the first in
connection with the Dec 16 attack on
an army-run school in the northwest-
ern city of Peshawar. The army has put
the final toll at 151 killed, 134 of them
children. Survivors of the assault said
they were happy to hear of the execu-
tions.  But fathers of the victims who
gathered in Peshawar yesterday said
the hangings should have been car-
ried out in public squares.

“All the nation wanted to see these
animals hanged publicly so others
would not dare follow their example,”
said Abid Raza Bangash, an engineer

whose 15-year-old son Rafique Raza
Bangash was killed. A Kohat police
official named the militants as Maulvi
Abdus Salam, Hazrat Ali, Mujeebur
Rehman and Sabeel, alias Yahya. The
army on Monday issued a so-called
black warrant confirming their execu-
tions were imminent. Their role in the
massacre has not been made public.
The gunmen were all reported killed
by security forces.

The attack was Pakistan’s deadliest,
and shocked and outraged a country
already scarred by nearly a decade of
extremism. “The rest should be caught
too, no one should be spared,” sur-
vivor Waheed Anjum, 18 said. Anjum,
who was 17 at the time of the attack,
was struck by three bullets, one in
each arm and one in his chest. “They
shouldn’t have been hanged from
prisons, they should have been
hanged from squares,” his father
Momin Khan Khattak added. “There is

no forgiveness in our hearts after
what they did to our children.”

‘Other Sons will be safer’
Some 20 fathers gathered for an

emotional meeting in Peshawar yes-
terday, with several in tears and many
angrily echoing the call for the gun-
men to have been hanged in public.
Parents of the Peshawar victims meet
regularly, and yesterday’s gathering
had been scheduled before news of
the hangings broke.  The fathers were
seeking to present demands to the
government that their children be
awarded Pakistan’s highest civilian
honor, the Nishan-e-Pakistan.  

Other parents told AFP the execu-
tions would deter future attacks. “The
parents of the schoolchildren have
long been demanding that the terror-
ists be severely punished, and today
we are satisfied our demands have
been met,” said Ajoon Khan, who lost
his only son. “The hangings won’t
bring back my son, but now other
people’s sons will be kept safer,” said
Tufail Ahmed Khan, who lost one son
while another was wounded.  

The attack prompted a nationwide
crackdown on extremism, with the
establishment of military courts and
the resumption of capital punishment
after a six-year moratorium. In August,
after a military trial that took place
behind closed doors, the army
announced that six militants linked to
the Peshawar assault would be exe-
cuted, while a seventh was given a life
sentence. The four executed yesterday
were the first to be hanged after those
convictions. The International
Commission of Jurists has con-
demned the military courts as “secret,
opaque” and in violation of fair trial
obligations.  

Rights groups have also criticized
the resumption of executions, accus-
ing Pakistan of hanging an estimated
300 people in less than a year - the
majority of whom had not been con-
victed of extremism. No official figures
are available.  Last month Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif directed the
president to reject the convicts’
appeals against their sentences, say-
ing they deserved “no mercy”. An offi-
cial at the prison said the men had a
final meeting with their families on
Tuesday night. The bodies have been
handed over to relatives, security offi-
cials said. — AFP 
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WASHINGTON: The US House of
Representatives will take up a bill
this week to tighten US border con-
trol after last month’s Paris attacks
by toughening entry requirements
for those traveling from “visa waiv-
er” nations, a Republican leader said
yesterday. “Now we’re looking at the
visa waiver program - those gaps
and vulnerabilities in that,” House
Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy
said on CNN. “You’re going to see a
bill roll out later this week and pass
next week as well.”

McCarthy then told Fox Business
Network the bill would be unveiled
on Thursday and would “move
through in a very strong bipartisan
vote next week”. The Obama admin-
istration this week announced
changes to the program, which
allows travelers from 38 countries,
including much of Western Europe,
to enter the United States without
obtaining a visa from a US con-
sulate or embassy. Each year about
20 million visitors to the United
States use the program, which
allows them to stay 90 days.

House Speaker Paul Ryan, in a
statement, said lawmakers will con-
sider several changes, including
requiring participating countries “to
issue smart e-passports with bio-
metric chips” and screening travel-
ers with databases of lost and
stolen passports and criminals. “In
the coming days, the House will
continue to evaluate these propos-
als and determine appropriate next
steps to ensure we know exactly
who is entering our country,” the
chamber’s top leader said.

The visa efforts come after the
Nov 13 attacks in Paris that led
Western countries to re-evaluate
their security. The Islamic State mili-
tant group has claimed responsibili-
ty for the attacks, which killed 130
people. 

Authorities are still searching for
some of those involved. The White
House changes announced Monday
require US authorities to collect
more information about travelers’
visits to countries such as Syria and
Iraq, where Islamic State has estab-
lished a stronghold. —Reuters
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