
ADEN: Al-Qaeda fighters drove pro-government
forces out of a town in southern Yemen yesterday
in a new show of strength by the jihadists, who
have exploited the country’s turmoil to expand
their territory. Yemen, home to what the United
States considers Al-Qaeda’s most dangerous affil-
iate, has been convulsed by unrest since Iran-
backed Shiite Houthi rebels seized the capital
Sanaa in September last year. Al-Qaeda in the
Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) has tightened its con-
trol over parts of southeast Yemen, including
Mukalla, the capital of the vast province of
Hadramawt, imposing a strict form of Islamic
Sharia law.

Yesterday, the jihadists briefly took control of
Jaar, a town in the southern province of Abyan to
the west, in fighting that killed 15 people. A mili-
tary source described Jaar as a key link between
Mukalla and the main southern city of Aden, the
base of President Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi who
returned from exile in Saudi Arabia last month.
Jaar is a stronghold of the pro-government
“Popular Resistance” which includes Sunni
Islamists, tribesmen, loyalist soldiers and south-
ern separatists who have been fighting the Huthi
rebels.

The Al-Qaeda jihadists blew up the main
Popular Resistance headquarters in the town and
hunted down pro-government fighters, most of
whom fled, witnesses said. A military analyst in
Aden, who asked to remain anonymous for fear
of retaliation, described the assault as an attempt
to “send a threat” to Hadi’s government.

‘Emirate of Jaar’ 
A militant leader announced over loudspeak-

er from the attacked town’s Grand Mosque that

AQAP had full control of “the emirate of Jaar”
and that residents were now safe and life could
go on normally, locals said by telephone. But
hours later, no Al-Qaeda militants could be seen
in the town, witnesses said, while eight
armoured vehicles deployed by the fighters left.
The jihadists withdrew after carrying out an
operation that killed a Popular Resistance com-
mander, Ali Al-Sayed, and 10 of his fighters, a
government official in Jaar told AFP.

Four Al-Qaeda militants were also killed, the
official said. Yemen has been engulfed by grow-
ing turmoil with pro-government forces sup-
ported by a Saudi-led coalition battling the
Huthi rebels and their allies for months.
Underscoring the insecurity, two Red Cross
workers were kidnapped in the capital on
Tuesday by unidentified assailants. One was later
released but the other, a Tunisian female staffer,
was being held hostage, the International
Committee for the Red Cross said.

“The situation in Yemen is extremely fragile
for an organization like the ICRC and the nation-
al Red Crescent”, ICRC Director-General Yves
Daccord told AFP in Geneva. Rebel website
sabanews.net quoted a source in the Houthi-
controlled Supreme Security Council as saying
that security services in Sanaa have “intensified
efforts... to find the kidnappers and detain them”.

Pro-government forces have retaken five
southern provinces, including Abyan and Aden,
from the insurgents since July. Islamist militants,
including AQAP and the Islamic State group,
have taken advantage of the turmoil and appear
to have gained ground in and around Aden,
where jihadists are now visibly present. Since
October AQAP has also occupied government

offices in the Abyan provincial capital Zinjibar,
located 12 km south of Jaar.

By pushing pro-Hadi forces out of Jaar, Al-
Qaeda has secured its position in Zinjibar,
according to Yemeni sources. This could allow
them to strengthen their presence in Aden,
while bringing in reinforcements from Mukalla
further east along the coast. The analyst
described the move as a “show of force” by Al-
Qaeda, warning that “unless there is a decisive
response by the coalition and pro-government
forces, the militants will carry out more signifi-
cant operations”.

The United States has waged a long-standing
drone war against AQAP militants, killing several
of its leaders. In contrast, the Saudi-led coalition
has not targeted Al-Qaeda and has focused its
war on the rebels instead. “The coalition should
not turn a blind eye to other dangers,” the ana-
lyst said, accusing former president Ali Abdullah
Saleh, a Houthi ally who was forced to resign in
2012, of using jihadists as a “tool” against loyal-
ists. During an Arab Spring-inspired uprising
against Saleh’s rule in 2011, 

AQAP seized Zinjibar and other parts of
Abyan. Its fighters were defeated by local army-
backed militias a year later. Saudi Arabia faces
growing casualties from the current unrest with
eight civilians, including two children, wounded
in cross-border shelling from Yemen on Tuesday
evening, the civil defence agency said. More
than 80 people have been killed in shelling and
cross-border skirmishes in the Saudi border zone
since coalition operations began in March. The
United Nations says more than 5,700 people
have been killed in Yemen since then, nearly half
of them civilians. — AFP 
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WASHINGTON: US President Barack Obama
must investigate his predecessor George W
Bush and allies over the CIA’s torture of terror
suspects, or stand complicit in a government
“cover-up”, Human Rights Watch said Tuesday.
In a scathing report, the international rights
group decried the lack of prosecutions of
those involved in the Central Intelligence
Agency’s secret program to torture detainees
in the wake of the Sept 11, 2001 attacks.
“While the program officially ended in 2009,
the cover-up of these crimes appears to be
ongoing,” said the report, which argues there
is enough evidence for the attorney general to
order criminal probes.

HRW cited Bush along with top officials
including then CIA director George Tenet, for-
mer vice president Dick Cheney, former
national security advisor Condoleezza Rice
and former attorney general John Ashcroft.
Kenneth Roth, HRW’s executive director, blast-
ed Obama for his administration’s failure to
act, as the report was presented in
Washington. “Without criminal investigations,
which would remove torture as a policy
option, Obama’s legacy will forever be poi-
soned,” he said.

In the years following 9/11, the CIA “ren-
dered” suspects to several countries where
torture was tolerated and kept them locked

up in secret prisons. “Suspects basically disap-
peared and were subject to horrible brutality,”
Roth said. “Yet the Obama administration still
has refused to act, to prosecute the senior offi-
cials who ordered or authorized the torture.”

The 153-page report outlines evidence to
support the main criminal charges that could
be brought against those behind what so-
called “enhanced interrogation” techniques,
and challenges claims that prosecutions are

impossible. “US officials who created, author-
ized and implemented the CIA program
should be among those investigated for con-
spiracy to torture as well as other crimes,” the
report summary states.

‘Begged to be Killed’ 
In addition to members of the Bush

administration, the report says James Mitchell
and Bruce Jessen - who devised the torture
program under a CIA contract - should also be
investigated. The American Civil Liberties
Union in October sued the two psychologists
on behalf of a group of former prisoners from
the early days of America’s “war on terror”. The
CIA’s use of torture was detailed in an explo-
sive Senate report released a year ago that
describes the agency’s interrogation of Al-
Qaeda suspects, including beatings, “rectal
rehydration” and sleep deprivation. 

“Many detainees were held by the CIA in
pitch-dark windowless cells, chained to walls,
naked or diapered, for weeks or months at a
time,” recalled the HRW report. “The CIA forced
them into painful stress positions that made it
impossible for them to lie down or sleep for
days, to the point where many hallucinated or
begged to be killed to end their misery,” it said.
The level of mistreatment was more brutal
than had been previously acknowledged -

and did not produce useful intelligence. “It’s
been a year since the Senate torture report,
and still the Obama administration has not
opened new criminal investigations into CIA
torture,” Roth said.

Human Rights Watch said that although
much of the abuse took place a decade or
more ago, it would still be open to prosecu-
tion. “The statute of limitations for the crime of
conspiracy may be extended if those responsi-
ble conceal a central component of the plot,
which was the case with the CIA program,” the
group said in a statement.

Under the UN Convention against Torture,
ratified by the United States in 1988, govern-
ments are meant to investigate allegations of
torture. “The failure to investigate and prose-
cute CIA torture increases the danger that
some future president will authorize similar
illegal interrogation methods in response to
an inevitable serious security threat,” the
group said. Roth said the United States cannot
tell other countries to follow “the rule of law if
they won’t apply that same rule at home”.
Republican presidential hopeful Donald
Trump recently called for the return of water-
boarding, a simulated drowning interrogation
technique widely denounced as torture, say-
ing it was “peanuts” compared to what the
Islamic State group is doing. — AFP 

Qaeda fighters in ‘show 
of force’ in south Yemen

Islamist militants stage surprise attacks

A Palestinian is checked by Israeli soldiers from the elite infantry unit at a bus station at the Gush Etzion junction on the main road
between Jerusalem and Hebron yesterday. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: In this December 20, 2006 file photo, US President George W Bush
speaks in the Eisenhower Executive Office Building. — AFP 

HRW calls to probe Bush, others over CIA torture

CHICAGO: Demonstrators pose for a picture in front of the City of Chicago Public
Safety Headquarters during a protest over the killing of Laquan McDonald on
Tuesday. — AFP 

CHICAGO: Chicago’s police chief was ousted on
Tuesday after days of protest over a white offi-
cer’s shooting of a black teenager 16 times and
the department’s refusal to release a video of the
killing for more than a year. Mayor Rahm
Emanuel announced during a news conference
that he had asked Garry McCarthy, police super-
intendent since May 2011, to resign. Emanuel
also said he was creating a new police accounta-
bility task force. The white officer, Jason Van Dyke,
was charged a week ago with first-degree mur-
der in the killing of Laquan McDonald. The video,
from a patrol car’s dashboard camera, was
released on the same day.

High-profile killings of black men at the hands
of mainly white law enforcement officials in US
cities have fueled demonstrations for some two
years, stoking a national debate on race relations
and police tactics. Emanuel, a Democrat and for-
mer chief of staff to President Barack Obama, said
he was responsible for what happened in the
case, the same as the police superintendent. He
said the creation of the task force was meant to
rebuild trust in the police department of one of
the country’s largest cities.

The mayor said McCarthy had become “a dis-
traction.” In an editorial on Tuesday, the Chicago
Sun-Times had called for McCarthy’s resignation.
The Chicago City Council black caucus and some
protesters had also called for him to leave. The
Conference of National Black Churches applaud-
ed his dismissal. But Dean Angelo, president of
Chicago’s Fraternal Order of Police, said: “We’re
surprised that at this time, with everything that
was going on, that a change at the top would
occur. We thought the mayor was supportive of
the superintendent.”

Street Violence an Issue for Mayor
Policing and street violence have emerged as

leading issues for Emanuel since his election in
April to a second term after being forced into a
runoff. The mayor, McCarthy and Cook County
State’s Attorney Anita Alvarez have faced criticism
for taking 13 months to release the video of the
2014 shooting and to charge Van Dyke. By nam-
ing a commission and removing McCarthy,
Emanuel could be hoping to deflect criticism of

his own handling of the case. 
Soon after Emanuel’s re-election, the city

agreed to a $5 million settlement with the 17-
year-old’s family. The video shows Van Dyke
shooting McDonald in the middle of a street on
Oct. 20, 2014, as McDonald was walking away
from police who had confronted him. Protests
followed the charging of Van Dyke and the
release of the video on Nov 24. Van Dyke, 37, was
released from jail on Monday after posting bond
on a $1.5 million bail. 

A civil rights leader, the Reverend Jesse
Jackson, urged an independent investigation led
by a special prosecutor. More protests were
expected in the city on Tuesday night, according
to organizers. Jim Pasco, executive director of the
Fraternal Order of Police, said: “Blame Rahm
Emanuel. He hired McCarthy, he set his parame-
ters, and he fired him.” Cornell William Brooks,
president of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People, accused the
city of “generational police misconduct and
police brutality.”

Five-Member Panel
Emanuel said the new five-member task force

will be advised by former Massachusetts
Governor and Chicago native Deval Patrick. A for-
mer government civil rights lawyer, Patrick said
he hoped to help restore the community’s confi-
dence in the police and rebuild the system of
accountability. The panel, due to make its recom-
mendations by March 31, aims to boost inde-
pendent oversight of police misconduct, ensure
officers with repeated complaints are evaluated
and forge a process for releasing videos of police
incidents, Emanuel said.

Federal authorities have had an open criminal
investigation into the shooting since April, and
the US Department of Justice might still investi-
gate the police force, as it did in Ferguson,
Missouri, and Baltimore following deaths involv-
ing officers and unarmed black men. On Tuesday
afternoon, Illinois Attorney General Lisa Madigan
called on the DOJ’s civil rights division to investi-
gate Chicago police practices, including use of
deadly force and the adequacy of its investiga-
tion of misconduct allegations. — Reuters 

Chicago police chief sacked

JERUSALEM: Israel yesterday demolished the
home of a Palestinian who carried out a deadly
car-ramming attack last year, sparking clashes
in the east Jerusalem neighborhood where the
operation occurred.  The Palestinian Red
Crescent reported a number of injuries without
providing details. Hundreds of Israeli soldiers
and police had deployed in the Shuafat
refugee camp in east Jerusalem ahead of the
demolition and police later distributed an aeri-
al photo of smoke rising above the building.

Such demolitions, heavily criticized by
rights groups, have regularly resulted in clash-
es between Israel i  security forces and
Palestinians. Israel has stepped up demolitions
as it seeks to halt a wave of knife, gun and car-
ramming attacks that began in October. The
home was the residence of Ibrahim al-Akari,
who carried out a car-ramming attack on Nov
5, 2014, killing two people, including a border
police officer, police spokeswoman Luba Samri
said.

The 38-year-old drove his van into a group
of police officers before ramming into pedes-
trians at a tram stop along a road separating
east and west Jerusalem. He then jumped out
of his vehicle and attacked bystanders with an
iron bar before being shot dead by police.
Israel says such demolitions act as a deterrent
to potential attackers, while rights groups and
Palestinians say it amounts to collective pun-
ishment, forcing family members to suffer for
acts committed by someone else. — AFP 

Israel demolishes 
Palestinian home

BAGHDAD: Prime Minister Haider Al-Abadi
said Iraq does not need foreign ground
troops to defeat the Islamic State group, after
Washington announced it would deploy spe-
cial forces to fight the jihadists. Abadi did not
directly reject the deployment, but did insist
that any operations must be coordinated
with the Iraqi government. “There is no need
for foreign ground combat forces in Iraqi ter-
ritory,” Abadi said in a statement released late
Tuesday in which he praised the performance
of Iraqi special forces. “The Iraqi government
stresses that any military operation or pres-
ence of any foreign force, special or not, in
any place in Iraq cannot be done without its
approval and coordination with it,” the state-
ment said.

Colonel Steve Warren, the spokesman for
the international anti-IS coalition, said that
“the Iraqi government was informed” about
the planned deployment. Defence Secretary
Ashton Carter said Tuesday that the US was
deploying a “specialized expeditionary target-
ing force” to Iraq to work alongside local
forces against IS, which overran large parts of
Iraq last year. Though the new troops will be
based in Iraq, they will have the ability to con-

duct raids across the border in northern Syria.
“These special operators will over time be
able to conduct raids, free hostages, gather
intelligence, and capture (IS) leaders,” Carter
said.

US President Barack Obama had repeat-
edly pledged that there would be no “boots
on the ground” to fight against IS, but US spe-
cial forces have already conducted raids
against the jihadists in Syria and Iraq, and
more are set to follow the new deployment.
The US-led coalition has been carrying out air
strikes against IS in Iraq since Aug 2014, and
has also provided arms and training to forces
in the country, but deploying forces with a
specific combat mission ups its involvement
in the conflict.

Abadi’s remarks about the deployment of
ground combat forces came a day after he
said that Iraq has enough forces to defeat IS,
an apparent response to a proposal by US
senators to triple the number of American
forces in the country. Abadi faces major politi-
cal pressure to not be seen as too close to
Washington, especially from Iranian-backed
Shiite militias and allied politicians who
oppose the United States. — AFP  

PM: Iraq does not need 
foreign ground forces


