
SEOUL: A South Korean academic facing
trial on charges of defaming wartime sex
slaves-or “comfort women”-in a recent
book, accused prosecutors yesterday of
distorting her work. Park Yu-Ha, a profes-
sor at Seoul’s Sejong University, was for-
mally charged last month after a group of
South Korean comfort women asked
prosecutors to launch an investigation.
Mainstream historians say up to 200,000
women, mostly from Korea but also from
China, Indonesia and other Asian nations,
were forced into sexual slavery in
Japanese military brothels during World
War II.

In “The Comfort Women of the Empire”
published in 2013, Park challenged the
established narrative-regularly cited by
the South Korean media-that all the com-
fort women were dragged from their
homes by Japanese soldiers. Park sug-
gested the reality was more complex,
with some of the women volunteering-
without necessarily knowing what their
eventual fate would be. The book said
much of the blame lay with the entire
“patriarchal social system” in both Japan
and South Korea that exploited poor,
uneducated women.

It also suggested some women forged
an emotional bond with the soldiers they

served. The book made headlines last
June when a group of 11 surviving com-
fort women filed a complaint with the
public prosecution service. “The book was
not intended to criticize or defame any
comfort women... and it did not harm the
public interest as claimed,” Park told
reporters at a press conference. She
argued that passages from her book had
been taken out of context to build the
case against her, and insisted that her
only motive had been to encourage pub-
lic debate.

The fate of the comfort women is a
hugely emotional issue in South Korea
and a source of much of the bitterness
and distrust that has marred relations
between Seoul and Tokyo for decades.
The defamation case triggered a public
backlash against Park, but her supporters
argue she was misrepresented and have
criticized what they say is an attack on
free speech. “The judicial system is trying
to put public discourse over comfort
women under its control,” a group of 190
academics, journalists and artists said in a
statement released yesterday. “It is deeply
anachronistic to try to make academic
arguments a subject of judicial judgment
and to try to judge whether they are cor-
rect or not,” the statement said. — AFP 
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NAYPYITAW: Democracy icon Aung
San Suu Kyi held direct talks with
Myanmar’s top general for the first
time yesterday as her party prepares to
form the government in a country
where the military retains considerable
clout after decades of rule. Earlier in
the day, the Nobel laureate also held
talks with reformist President Thein
Sein to discuss the transfer of power to
her National League for Democracy
(NLD), which swept a Nov 8 election.
But the support of the military will be
crucial for the NLD to govern smooth-
ly. 

Suu Kyi and armed forces supremo
Min Aung Hlaing talked for over an
hour at the military chief’s office in the
capital Naypyitaw. No aides were pres-

ent. Sitting in his car before driving
away, the general smiled and said: “We
had very nice talks”. It was a meeting
rich with symbolism - for over two
decades, the military persecuted Suu
Kyi and the NLD after ignoring a 1990
election victory won by the party. The
two sides must now work together -
the NLD will form the government but
the military runs the interior, defense
and border affairs ministries under a
constitution drafted before the end of
its half-century rule in 2010. 

Suu Kyi has not commented on
either of the pivotal meetings during
the day. Thein Sein’s spokesman and
information minister, Ye Htut, said her
45-minute talks with the president, a
former general, were centered on the

transition. “We have opened a commu-
nication channel,” Ye Htut told a news
conference. “They mainly focused on
the smooth and peaceful transfer of
the state responsibilities to the future
government,” he said, describing the
change to a new president as “com-
pletely unprecedented”. 

Public jitters about possible turbu-
lence in the months ahead have been
eased by endorsements of the election
win by Thein Sein and Min Aung
Hlaing. The new administration is likely
to take over around March. The consti-
tution is likely to be a bone of con-
tention between the military and Suu
Kyi, who has been unequivocal in
wanting Myanmar to be a fully fledged
democracy.

Suu Kyi has faced resistance from
the military in attempts to change
parts of the constitution, including a
clause that bars her from becoming
president because her children are for-
eign citizens. It is uncertain whether
the NLD would risk putting itself on a
collision course with the military by
launching another push to reduce its
political power. It has enough legisla-
tive seats reserved under the constitu-
tion to veto changes to the constitu-
tion. Though Suu Kyi has taken a more
conciliatory tone towards the military
since becoming a lawmaker, she took a
swipe at Min Aung Hlaing in June,
accusing him of influencing military
legislators to rebuff changes to the sta-
tus quo. — Reuters
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SYDNEY: A major cyber-attack against
Australia’s Bureau of Meteorology that
may have compromised potentially sen-
sitive national security information is
being blamed on China, the Australian
Broadcasting Corporation (ABC) report-
ed yesterday. The Bureau of Meteorology
owns one of Australia’s largest super-
computers and the attack, which the
ABC said occurred in recent days, may
have allowed those responsible access
to the Department of Defense through a
linked network. The ABC, citing several
unidentified sources with knowledge of

the “massive” breach, placed the blame
on China, which has in the past been
accused of hacking sensitive Australian
government computer systems. “It ’s
China,” the ABC quoted one source as
saying.

The Bureau of Meteorology said in a
statement on its website that it did not
comment on security matters, but that it
was working closely with security agen-
cies and that its computer systems were
fully operational. The Australian Federal
Police declined to comment on the mat-
ter. The Department of Defense said in a

statement that it was barred by policy
from commenting on specific cyber
security incidents. China’s Foreign
Ministry dismissed the accusation, say-
ing the government opposed cyber-
attacks and all parties concerned should
strengthen dialogue to solve the prob-
lem “in the spirit of mutual respect”.

“Groundless accusations and specula-
tion are not constructive,” ministry
spokeswoman Hua Chunying told a reg-
ular briefing. China has long been
accused of using its considerable com-
puting resources to infiltrate online busi-

nesses for competitive advantage, as
well as conducting acts of cyber espi-
onage. In June, US officials blamed
Chinese hackers for compromising the
records of up to four million current and
former government employees. China
called the US comments irresponsible,
while President Barack Obama vowed
that the United States would aggressive-
ly bolster its cyber defenses.

China is Australia’s top trading part-
ner, with two-way trade of about A$150
billion ($110 billion) in 2013, and they
signed a landmark free trade agreement

in 2014 that is likely to further boost
commercial ties. Australia needs China’s
help to transition from a reliance on
exports of minerals such as coal and iron
ore to expanding its food and agricultur-
al exports to a growing Asian middle
class, moving from a “mining boom” to a
“dining boom”. But Chinese firms have
been locked out of sensitive deals in the
past over security concerns, most promi-
nently a decision in 2013 to bar Huawei
from bidding on Australia’s National
Broadband Network, a deal worth tens
of billions of dollars. — Reuters

China behind ‘massive’ cyber-attack on Australian government 

NAYPYITAW: Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, left Commander in Chief of Myanmar Defense Services shakes hands with opposi-
tion leader Aung San Suu Kyi during their meeting yesterday. — AP 

SEOUL: Fishing boats carrying decomposed
corpses have washed ashore in Japan in
recent weeks, leading to speculation they are
rickety North Korean vessels that have
strayed dangerously far from port under the
impoverished nation’s push to boost its
catch. There has been no mention from
secretive North Korea of any missing boats,
but its leader, Kim Jong Un, has put a high
priority on fishing as a way of earning foreign
currency and providing a sustainable food
source that is not reliant on harvests and
weather.

The Japanese coast guard and police
reported 12 incidents of wrecked wooden
boats, including some that were in pieces, on
the country’s shores and waters since
October, containing 22 dead bodies, includ-
ing five skulls. Japanese authorities declined
to comment on the origins of the boats or
the possible identities of the dead, but a
hand-written sign identified one boat as
belonging to unit 325 of the North Korean
army, according to footage from Japan’s NHK
Television. Tattered cloth was found aboard
the vessel that appeared to come from the
North Korean flag, the video showed.

Defectors and experts say fishing boats
under the command of the Korean People’s
Army may have succumbed under pressure
from Kim to catch more fish, drifting off
course and ill-equipped for rough seas. TV
images of some of the boats showed relative-
ly large but otherwise primitive-looking
motorized craft and the coast guard said they
did not have GPS navigation systems. Those
aboard could have died of starvation and
exposure to the cold after getting lost.
Although Japan’s Meteorological Agency said
there was not unusually bad weather in the
Sea of Japan this November, the waters are
rougher at this time of year due to the onset
of cold, northwesterly winds.

October through February is also prime
season for squid, sandfish and king crab off
the east coast of the Korean peninsula, and it
is not unusual that there would be high num-
bers of boats at sea, said Kim Do-hoon, a pro-
fessor of fisheries science at Pukyong
National University in Busan. “Kim Jong Un
has been promoting the fisheries, which
could explain why there are more fishing
boats going out,” he said. “But North Korean
boats perform really poorly, with bad
engines, risking lives to go far to catch more.

Sometimes they drift and fishermen starve to
death,” he said.

Deadly incentive system
Over the years, North Korean boats seek-

ing the rich fishing grounds of the Sea of
Japan have washed ashore in Japan as well as
on the deserted beaches of the Russian Far
East. North Koreans looking to defect, on the
other hand, typically flee by land into China,
or, less often, via coastal waters to neighbor-
ing South Korea. Fishing is a vital industry in a
country where millions cannot find enough
to eat. North Korea’s 1.2 million-strong army
is heavily engaged in food production,
including fishing. “Some of the boats belong
to Korean People’s Army fishery stations, pos-
sibly operating to catch sailfin sandfish,” said
An Chan-il, who served in the North’s army as
a junior officer before defecting to South
Korea in 1979 and now heads a private think
tank on North Korea in Seoul.

“Kim Jong Un is pushing hard to produce
more fish. So these boats must have been
stranded after overworking,” he said. Kim,
North Korea’s young leader, has made boost-
ing food production a priority for the isolated
country since taking office after his father
died in late 2011, and recently visited a KPA
fishing station on North Korea’s east coast,
calling for the facility to be upgraded, the
official KCNA news agency said.
“Modernization of the station will help it
catch more fish, (Kim) said, adding: The sta-
tion should be turned into an up-to-date fish-
ery base which can be boasted of in the
world, thus making our ongoing efforts pro-
duce good results for the service persons and
civilians,” the Nov 25 report said.

Lee So-yeon, a North Korean army defec-
tor who arrived in Seoul in 2008, said fish
products are a key export for North Korea’s
army, which hires civilian fishermen to make
money. “North Korean army units and securi-
ty agencies are running many businesses to
earn foreign currency from mining gold to
catching fish on the west and east coasts,”
said Lee. Lee Jong-won, professor of interna-
tional relations at Japan’s Waseda University,
added: “The North is introducing an incentive
system for producers. Fish is one of the main
export products to China, which can be a
way to get foreign currency. There is a possi-
bility this incentive system led people to take
more risks.” — Reuters

N Korea ghost boats, in deadly 
hunt for fish, wash up in Japan 

SEOUL: Park Yu-Ha, a literature professor at South Korea’s Sejong
University, speaks during a press conference on her controversial book
“The Comfort Women of the Empire,” in Seoul yesterday. — AFP 

PYONGYANG: So you’re thinking of
taking an exotic vacation, having a little
adventure and coming back with lots
of stories for your envious friends and
colleagues. Believe it or not, North
Korea might just be the place for you.
But watch what you bring. And what
you do. And what you say. While North
Korea is making a strong push to
increase the number of tourists who
visit the country each year - currently a
few thousand come from Western
countries and more from neighboring
China - it is stepping up its enforce-
ment of a broad set of strict but some-
times ambiguously implemented regu-
lations about what foreign visitors can
bring with them or what they can do
while in the country.

North Korea’s push for tourists
began in 2013 and visitors can now
enjoy a surprisingly broad array of
options, from helicopter rides over the
capital to surfing on the country’s sce-
nic eastern coast. With winter now set-
ting in, the North is hoping its newly
opened luxury ski resort near the city
of Wonsan,  which was largely empty of
tourists last season while Pyongyang
closed its borders over Ebola fears, will
be a big draw. Even so, the pro-tourism
policy, like many other business oppor-
tunities that involve dealing with and
possibly making concessions to the
outside world, poses an obvious
conundrum for Pyongyang - the
potential of economic gains that
require change, versus concerns about
how that might undermine regime
security.

“Despite the policy of getting more
tourists, they still see security, or at least
perceptions of security, as a bigger con-
cern, and tourism is pretty far down the
list of priorities,” said Simon Cockerell of
Beijing-based Koryo Tours, which has
specialized in North Korea travel since
1993. “It’s clear that the restrictions,
rules and so on often act against
increasing tourist numbers.” For those
visitors who do break the rules, the risks
of detention, arrest and possibly even
jail sentences are real enough, especial-

ly if the offender is from the United
States. The US State Department
recently updated and expanded its
already blunt warning against North
Korean travel. In a nutshell, its advice is
simple: Just don’t do it.

Detentions and arrests
“While tourism and the flexibility of

travel in the DPRK has expanded, there
has been a measurable increase in
security at the borders,” said Andrea
Lee, CEO of New Jersey-based Uri
Tours, which has been organizing tours
to the North - officially the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea - for 15
years. Detentions and arrests, while
certain to grab international headlines,
are actually quite rare.  Most involve
extenuating circumstances, such as
illegal border crossings or religious or
political activities that lead to fairly pre-
dictable problems. The vast majority of
tourists also visit on carefully orches-
trated tours arranged by major agen-
cies that specialize in travel to the
North and are well versed in the latest

set of dos and don’ts, which they pass
on to their clients before anyone
boards the flight to Pyongyang.

“I have never heard of anyone get-
ting in trouble by accident or by doing
something that they genuinely
thought would not cause them any
trouble,” Cockerell said. “There are rules
and laws, of course, that differ from
those most visitors are used to, but
they are not secret and responsible
companies advise their clients in
advance what can and can’t be done.”
Just how does one toe the line in one
of the world’s most authoritarian coun-
tries?

For many, the first test comes while
they are still in the air. On North Korea’s
flagship airline, Air Koryo, cabin atten-
dants sternly scold passengers shoot-
ing souvenir photos and delete any-
thing they decide is inappropriate.
English-language newspapers are
available on most flights, but crum-
pling them will bring a lecture and pos-
sibly require a written apology.
Newspapers inevitably feature photos

of Kim Jong Un and defacing the
leader’s image is a serious crime.

Customs can also be a shock
Scrutiny of books is increasing to

the point some agencies advise against
bringing any at all.  At Pyongyang’s
new airport, officials recently started to
not only turn on laptops but to also at
times search whatever is on them
extensively. They can and often do, as
the most recent State Department
warning noted, “inspect USB drives,
CDs, DVDs, mobile phones, tablets, lap-
tops, or any other electronic and multi-
media devices brought into the coun-
try. Internet browsing histories and
cookies on travelers’ computers and
other electronic devices are subject to
search for banned content, including
pornography or material critical of the
DPRK government.” Anything pro-
South Korea, of course, is a no-no. And
heaven forbid taking a Bible.  Once
inside the country, visitors can expect
to have virtually no freedom to roam
about unescorted.  — AP 

PYONGYANG: A North Korean traffic police officer directs vehicles at an intersection yesterday in
Pyongyang, North Korea as residents commute at the end of a work day. — AP 

Security heightened even 
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