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sponsorship system. He said the system breaches the
standards and principles of the International Labor
Organization, human rights, public freedoms and
democracy, and also the norms and morals of the
Kuwaiti people, who totally reject oppression.

Ardhi said the union considers the scrapping of the
kafeel system as a first step towards reforming the

domestic labor market as some people have exploited
the system for visa trading and achieving quick and ille-
gal profits at the expense of poor expat laborers. This
policy has led to a large increase in the number of
unskilled, marginal workers, consequently endangering
the security of the country. Ardhi also said the union
will press for the implementation of the new domestic
helpers’ law to safeguard the rights of this section of
people.

MP calls for suspending transactions...
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MPs accused the government of rushing the payment
of the fine when it should have been delayed until an
investigation was conducted.

Some MPs insisted that sending the investigation
report to the government will not yield any positive results
because the government will not do anything. They also
accused the government of being unwilling to exert
efforts to repatriate the penalty, which they said is possi-
ble. MP Jamal Al-Omar said the fine cost each Kuwaiti citi-
zen some KD 600, adding the size of the fine is unprece-
dented.

Several MPs said that the former Cabinet which can-

celled the project should have been interrogated and
included in the report as potential defendants. State
Minister for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Mohammad Al-
Abdullah Al-Sabah said the government will refer the
report to the public prosecution for a legal probe.

MP Ahmad Al-Azemi said members of the Supreme
Petroleum Council must also be charged because they
approved the deal and its cancellation. MP Mohammad
Tana described the fine as “the robbery of the century” and
claimed the payment was deliberately rushed for selfish
interests. He also accused the government of not taking
any action to recover the funds. Islamist MP Hamdan Al-
Azemi said the report failed to interrogate the senior offi-
cials who took the decisions, in a reference to the Cabinet.

MPs: Prosecute 24 ex-officials over Dow deal
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Cameron urged MPs not to let the memory of Iraq -
which many Britons believe a Labour government under
Tony Blair led them into using “sexed up” evidence on
weapons of mass destruction - to dictate their decision.
“This is not 2003. We must not use past mistakes as an
excuse for indifference or inaction,” he added.

The prime minister faced repeated calls during a rau-
cous debate to apologize after reportedly telling
Conservative MPs not to vote with “a bunch of terrorist
sympathizers” against the strikes. Cameron has wanted
to extend Britain’s role in the fight against IS for months
but made a fresh push which led to the vote after last
month’s Paris attacks which killed 130 people. Britain
already has eight Tornado fighter jets plus drones
involved in the US-led coalition striking IS targets in Iraq.
However, it currently only conducts surveillance and
intelligence missions over Syria.

The government will deploy more jets if the bombing
is approved and argues that the Royal Air Force’s
Brimstone missiles will be particularly valuable for preci-
sion strikes to avoid civilian casualties. US Secretary of
State John Kerry praised Cameron for bringing the vote
to parliament yesterday and urged all NATO countries to
“step up support” for the fight against IS. Military experts
question how much difference Britain would make to
the campaign, saying it may be more about wanting to
stand shoulder-to-shoulder with allies like France and
the United States. Cameron again stressed that British
ground forces will not be deployed to Syria as part of the
action yesterday, saying that would be a “mistake”.

Labour is deeply divided on air strikes. Corbyn oppos-
es the move but has let his party have a free vote on the
issue because dozens of his MPs, including his foreign
and defenSe spokespeople, want to support it. A Labour
source speaking on condition of anonymity said he
expected around 40 of its MPs to support the bombing.
“It’s expected that the government will win this vote...
but it’s definitely lost the argument,” another Labour
source added.

As well as Labour and the next biggest Commons
grouping, the Scottish National Party, a handful of law-
makers from Cameron’s own Conservative party also
oppose joining air strikes. Cameron also fleshed out his
claim that there were 70,000 moderate opposition fight-
ers in Syria ready to help fight against IS. He said these
were mostly members of the rebel Free Syrian Army but
added there were 20,000 Kurdish forces ready to con-

tribute. He conceded that, while they were not “ideal
partners” and “some of them do have views that we
don’t agree with”, they could “play a role” in the future of
Syria. Also, Cameron adopted the term “Daesh” to refer
to IS yesterday and urged others to follow suit to avoid
lending the jihadists credibility. Cameron had previously
used “ISIL” to refer to the extremist group, which is also
known as “ISIS”, before switching to Daesh, which has
negative connotations and is based on an Arabic
acronym first coined by a Syrian activist. “I feel it is time
to join our key ally France, the Arab League and other
members of the international community in using, as
frequently as possible, the terminology Daesh rather
than ISIL,” he said.

“Daesh is clearly an improvement and I think it’s
important that we all try to use this language,” Cameron
told parliament during a debate on whether Britain
should join air strikes against the group in Syria. A gov-
ernment Twitter account that had been called “UK
Against ISIL” was changed to “UK Against Daesh” as
Cameron made the announcement. “#Daesh is Arabic
acronym for #ISIL. Daesh hates the term + sounds similar
to Arabic words Daes & Dahes: ‘to trample’ & ‘one who
sows discord’,” read a tweet on the account.

News organizations and international governments
have been divided over what to call the group, with
French President Francois Hollande referring to it as
“Daesh” and the United States President Barack Obama
calling it “ISIL”. ISIL stands for the Islamic State of Iraq and
the Levant, while ISIS is the abbreviation for the Islamic
State of Iraq and Syria.

Conservative MP Rehman Chishti, who has led a cam-
paign for the term “Daesh” to be used, said the prime
minister had “listened to the strength of feeling across
parliament”. “I hope that media  organisations will now
follow the government’s lead and also adopt the term,”
he said. Following calls from some MPs that it should
begin using the term, the BBC said: “While people can
debate terminology we’re sure the British public are
under absolutely no illusion about the type of organiza-
tion this is”. “The BBC uses the name the group itself uses,
using additional descriptions to help make it clear we are
referring to the group as they refer to themselves, such as
‘so-called Islamic State’ or ‘Islamic State group’,” it added.

Experts meanwhile weighed in on the debate, with
some criticizing the prime minister’s call to refer to IS
as “Daesh” as irrelevant. “I’m sorry, but they really don’t
care,” British writer and researcher Shiraz Maher
tweeted. — Agencies 

UK set to vote for Syria air strikes 
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Saudi Arabia is the only country where women are
barred from driving, and in which they are the legal wards
of a male “guardian”, usually a father, husband or brother,
who is empowered to make big life decisions for them. “If
you asked me which was more important, this or driving, I
would tell you a hundred times this. It gives Saudi women
the right to identify herself as head of the family, to put her
children through school, get them married,” said Salwa Al-
Hazza, a member of the Shura Council, an appointed body

that advises the government on policy.
The late King Abdullah appointed 30 women to the

150-member Shura Council in 2013, prompting the body
to discuss extending the family identity card to women, a
debate that prompted the interior ministry’s decision, said
Hazza. Next week, women will participate in an election,
for relatively powerless local councils, as both candidates
and voters, for the first time. No changes have yet been
proposed for male guardianship of female relatives
beyond yesterday ’s reported plans for widows and
divorced women. — Reuters 

Some Saudi women to get more legal...
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family, are involved in this criminal business.”
Erdogan angrily dismissed Russian claims that Ankara
is trading in oil with jihadist groups, insisting he
would resign if allegations were proved true. “No one
has a right to engage in slander against Turkey by say-
ing that Turkey is buying oil from Daesh (IS),” he said
on a visit to Ankara’s closest ally Qatar, where he
signed a memorandum of understanding on gas sup-
plies.

The Russian briefing broadcast satellite images of
oil trucks on a huge screen but did not provide any
specific data on how Erdogan is tied to the activities.
Antonov pointed the finger at the recent appoint-
ment of Erdogan’s son-in-law Berat Albayrak as energy
minister and alleged that the president’s son runs one
of the country’s main energy companies. “What a fan-
tastic family business,” he said, claiming that “terror-
ists” in Syria make some $2 billion each year out of the
illegal oil trade.

Still Lavrov agreed to meet his Turkish counterpart
Mevlut Cavusoglu in Belgrade later this week for the
first time since the downing. “We will not be evading
this contact,” Lavrov said during a visit to Cyprus. “We
will hear what Mr Cavusoglu has to say. Perhaps there
will be something new after what has already been
said publicly.”

Putin snubbed a meeting with Erdogan at the UN
climate conference in France on Monday, after Lavrov
had earlier scrapped a visit to Istanbul just after the
plane downing. Erdogan has rejected Putin’s demands
to apologize over the incident, saying that Turkey was
acting well within its rights to protect its border.
Moscow has announced an embargo on some Turkish
food imports, halted the sale of package holidays
there and reintroduced visas for Turkey visited in a bid
to punish Ankara. 

Erdogan said Turkey was pushing for a diplomatic
resolution for the crisis to stop further damage to its
ties with Moscow but warned that it could retaliate
against further retaliatory measures. “We are sad-
dened by the disproportional responses by Russia to
an incident in which the whole world agrees we are
right,” he said. “If these responses continue we will
take our own measures,” he said, without elaborating.

While Turkey and Russia continued to wrangle, the
body of a pilot killed when the jet was blown out of
the sky was buried in his hometown some 360 km
south of Moscow. Local media reported that thou-
sands of mourners flocked to bid farewell to Oleg
Peshkov, who the defence ministry said was shot dead
from the ground after parachuting out of the jet. The
corpse of the pilot - who has been awarded Russia’s
highest honor - was flown back from Turkey after it
was taken across the border from Syria. — Agencies 

Russia accuses Erdogan of links to IS oil...

An Indian naval band performs during a rehearsal for the forthcoming Navy Day celebrations in front of The Gateway of India in Mumbai yesterday. The Indian Navy will celebrate Navy Day
tomorrow as a tribute to the maritime operations of the Indian Navy during the 1971 Indo-Pakistan war. —  AFP 


