
BOSTON: The Boston Red Sox and ace pitcher David Price have agreed
to a deal worth $217 million over seven years, a person familiar with the
negotiations told The Associated Press. 
The person spoke on condition of anonymity Tuesday
night because the deal has not yet been signed
and is pending a physical. Price has a 3.09
ERA in eight major league seasons with
1,372 strikeouts and 104 wins. The left-han-
der was traded from Detroit to Toronto last
season as the Blue Jays made a playoff
push in the AL East. 
One year earlier, he was trad-
ed to Detroit from Tampa
Bay, where he spent the ear-
ly part of his career. Price is
a serious upgrade for the
Red Sox pitching staff,
which struggled last season
as Boston finished 78-84,
last in the division. — AP
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BERLIN: Former world heavyweight champion Wladimir Klitschko said
yesterday he will take up the contractual option of a rematch against
Tyson Fury in an attempt to win back his belts.  Britain’s Fury, 27, stunned
Klitschko last Saturday at Duesseldorf’s Esprit Arena with a unanimous
points defeat, his first loss for 11 years, which ended the Ukrainian’s nine
year reign as world champion.  Hamburg-based Klitschko, who turns 40
next April, says he banished thoughts of retirement in the wake of the
shock defeat. He has vowed to use his chance to win back the IBF
(International Boxing Federation), World Boxing Association (WBA) and
World Boxing Organisation (WBO) belts he deservedly lost to Fury in a
poor performance.  “I was really frustrated directly after the fight, but after
some short nights I now know that I want to show that I am much better
than my performance on Saturday,” said Klitschko in a statement. “I
couldn’t show my full potential at any time. “This is what I want to change
in the rematch - and I will. Failure is not an option.” Klitschko’s manager
Bernd Boente said they will now open negotiations with the Fury camp to
decide the venue and date. “There will be a huge worldwide interest in
this fight which already can be billed as the fight of the year 2016,” said
Boente.  “We received so many questions of fans and journalists after last
Saturday. —AFP
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DUBAI: England skipper Alastair Cook was named captain of the International Cricket
Council’s (ICC) Team of the Year yesterday, with international team-mates Joe Root
and Stuart Broad also selected. Cook, 30, has recaptured his form in 2015, skippering

England to Ashes glory against Australia and recently hitting 263 against
Pakistan, and is the current leading Test run-scorer for the year. He

was included in the ICC team, selected by an expert panel, for the
fourth time and the second as captain. “I would

like to congratulate all the players for their
selection in the Test and ODI teams of the

year,” said awards selection panel chairman
Anil Kumble, the former India captain. “It is
an achievement for each of them to be
proud of and a recognition for their good

performances in the qualifying period.” Root
scored two crucial Ashes centuries and is

currently joint top of the Test batting rankings.
Broad, selected for the fifth time, is the leading

fast bowling wicket-taker in Tests this year and
recorded career-best figures of 8-15 against Australia

at his home ground of Trent Bridge. 
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LONDON: A defiant world athletics president
Sebastian Coe said yesterday that he had no
inkling of corruption within his organisation and
defended his links with American sportswear
giant Nike.  Lamine Diack, Coe’s predecessor as
International Association of Athletics
Federations (IAAF) president, is being investigat-
ed by French authorities over claims he took
bribes to cover up doping offences.  The World
Anti-doping Agency (WADA) is also preparing a
report on allegations of corruption within the
IAAF, where Coe was vice-president for eight
years prior to his appointment as president in
August.  But when asked by the British parlia-
ment’s Culture, Media and Sport committee if he
had heard any “whispers” about corruption with-
in the organisation, Coe replied flatly: “No.”

Coe, 59, had previously described Diack as
the sport’s “spiritual leader” and said that he
reacted with “shock, sorrow and anger” when he
learnt of his arrest. But he said he had not asked
Diack about corruption allegations levelled at
his son, Pape Diack, who stepped down from his
position as an IAAF marketing consultant a year
ago. “No, because there were no allegations
being made about the president (at the time),”
Coe explained. When it was put to him that the
IAAF was corrupt, Coe replied: “No, it’s not a cor-
rupt organisation.” Coe was speaking during a
three-hour grilling by British lawmakers at
London’s Houses of Parliament.

He reiterated his stance that his 38-year asso-
ciation with Nike, for whom he worked as an
ambassador prior to relinquishing the role last
week, was not a conflict of interest.

The BBC last week published an email from a
senior Nike executive that suggested Coe had
lobbied Diack for the 2021 World
Championships to be awarded to Eugene,
Oregon, where Nike was founded.

When asked if it had been in Nike’s interest
for the event to be awarded to Eugene-which it
was, without a formal bid process-Coe said: “I
don’t conclude that.”

‘Horror show’    
On the nature of his communications with

Nike, Coe said: “I was asked the question. I gave a
view that Eugene needed to get back into the
competition and get into the next bid cycle.”

Asked if his relationship with Nike represent-
ed a conflict of interest, he said: “It would have
been if it hadn’t been properly identified.” Coe
refused to apologise for describing allegations
of doping in athletics as a “declaration of war”,
having used that phrase in August after the
Sunday Times and German broadcaster ARD
claimed to have unearthed evidence of hun-
dreds of suspicious blood samples.

An independent WADA commission subse-
quently published evidence of endemic, state-
supported doping by Russian athletes.

Coe said he would not “step back” from his
stance, but admitted: “I probably might have
chosen different language.” Coe expressed regret
that Russian whistleblowers Vitaly and Yulia
Stepanovs, a former Russian Anti-doping
Agency (RUSADA) official and his athlete wife,
had been forced into hiding.

“I’m clearly sorry,” Coe said. “I want whistle-
blowers. This is not just lip-service.” Prior to

becoming IAAF vice-president in 2007, Coe was
appointed as the first ethics commission chair-
man for world football’s governing body FIFA, an
organisation currently mired in corruption alle-
gations of its own.  He therefore has links to two
of the biggest scandals in modern sport, but he
was bullish when he was asked why people
should believe that he is the right person to
clean up athletics.

“Because I have the experience to do that. I
have the support of the sport to do that,” said
Coe, who won two Olympic gold medals in the
1500 metres during a glittering track career.
“Have there been failures? Yes. Will we fix them?
Absolutely. I’m absolutely focused on doing that.
If we don’t do that, there are no tomorrows for
my sport. This is the crossroads.”

Coe described the recent revelations as a
“horror show” and said that he was prepared to
double the IAAF’s anti-doping budget, which
currently stands at  $4 million. — AFP

KUWAIT: Kuwait Bodybuilding National Team won one
g o l d  a n d  o n e  b r o n z e  m e d a l s  d u r i n g  t h e  Wo r l d
Bodybuilding and Physical Fitness Championship that
was held in Thailand lately with the participation of 55
teams of various categories and weights. Head of the

team Mohammad Al-Khalaf said upon the team’s arrival
in Kuwait. 

Tariq Al-Shakhs became champion of the 90 kg cate-
gory while his teammate Nayef Al-Shimmari took third
place in the physique category for under 175 cm. Al-

Khalaf said players Yousuf Dashti, Jaber Al-Fadhly and
Majid Al-Zaabi took sixth, seventh and eighth place in
the same category.

H e  d e d i c a t e d  t h i s  a c h i e ve m e n t  t o  H H  t h e  A m i r
Sheik h Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber  Al -Sabah,  HH the

Crown Pr ince  Sheik h Nawaf  Al -Ahmad Al -Jaber  Al -
Sabah, Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanim, State Minister for
Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman Al-Humoud Al-Sabah, and
Direc tor  General  of  Spor ts  Publ ic  Authority  Sheik h
Ahmad Mansour Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah.

Kuwait bags gold, bronze at World Bodybuilding championship
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LONDON: A video grab from footage broadcast by the UK Parliament’s Parliamentary
Recording Unit (PRU) shows IAAF president Sebastian Coe giving evidence to the Culture,
Media and Sport Committee of MPs in a meeting room at the Houses of Parliament yesterday
on the subject of blood doping in athletics.  Sebastian Coe has vowed to guide the IAAF “back
to trust” after a series of corruption and doping scandals that has seen global athletics crash
into its darkest ever days. — AFP

DURBAN: Britain’s Prince Harry (L) stands by former Rugby World Cup winner
Captain John Smit during a visit to the staff and management at the GrowthPoint
Kings Park Stadium on Tuesday in Durban. Prince Harry met with the players of the
Sharks Rugby team and played a game of tag rugby with local kids from the Rugby
Exchange. — AFP

BUDAPEST:  Budapest’s city council yes-
terday rejected a proposal by members
of opposition parties to hold a referen-
dum on the Hungarian capital’s bid for
the 2024 Olympics. Budapest Mayor
Istvan Tarlos rebuffed the idea of a public
vote as “political demagoguery” and said
it was unclear whether residents had
adequate information about the
Olympics two years before the host city is
chosen.

“The bodies of popular representation
were elected to make decisions,” Tarlos
said. “If decision makers make bad deci-
sions, they won’t be elected the next
time and if they are incapable of making
decisions, they are unworthy of being
elected.” The proposal for a referendum

came after residents of Hamburg reject-
ed the German port city’s bid in a vote on
Sunday. The vote was 51.6 against, with
48.4 percent in favor. Hungarian opposi-
tion party Egyutt (Together) appealed to
Hungarian Olympic Committee president
Zsolt Borkai for a referendum.

“We trust he will realize that only a
valid and successful national referendum
would denote appropriate authority for
the Olympic bid,” said Marton Pataki, the
party’s Budapest president.

While Prime Minister Viktor Orban’s
government has thrown its full support
behind the Budapest bid, critics have cit-
ed the possibility of cost overruns and
the stress on the city’s infrastructure as
reasons for concern. —AP
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