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CHARLOTTE: The Carolina Panthers are the NFL’s
sole unbeaten side at 11-0 following the New
England Patriots loss on Sunday. Now the focus
is solely on the Panthers. Talk of an unbeaten
season has begun to permeate the team’s locker
room, with players being peppered with more
questions after each victory about matching the
1972 Miami Dolphins as the NFL’s only unblem-
ished team.

Rather than fight it, some Panthers are just
enjoying the ride.  “Hey, winning is fun, it’s very
fun,” veteran center Ryan Kalil said. “As far as the
undefeated stuff, all I know is it’s really hard to
win every week.”

But not impossible, safety Roman Harper said.
“Why can’t we?” Harper asked, of going 19-0. “We
just have to don’t worry about it, and when we
get there, we get there.” Added defensive tackle
Dwan Edwards: “The way our team is playing it’s
going to take us to not play well on a Sunday for
a team to beat us.”

Carolina’s schedule certainly lends itself to a
possible run at perfection.  The Panthers travel
to New Orleans on Sunday before finishing the
season with a home-and away series with
slumping Atlanta, at the New York Giants, and at
home against Tampa Bay.  None of those teams
are particularly playing well.

The Saints have lost four straight games, the
Falcons three, and the Giants two. The
Buccaneers are probably playing the best of
their remaining foes having won three of their
last five, but they too lost last weekend 25-12 to
Indianapolis.

Quarterback Cam Newton said his approach
was to remain focused on the Saints, a team the
Panthers beat 27-22 at home without Drew
Brees in September. “We aren’t trying to get
lured in by what others may think,” Newton said
of a potentially perfect season. “Our main focus -
and we are already reminded by what coach
(Ron) Rivera says - is to become 12-0 first.”

The Panthers, who haven’t lost a regular sea-
son game in more than a full year, returned to
practice on Tuesday for the first time since a
dominating 33-14 win over the Dallas Cowboys
last Thursday. Carolina has the third most points
in the NFL and given up the third fewest. Yet,
Rivera has kept his players focused by reminding
them they haven’t played a complete game yet.
Rivera has an extra carrot to dangle in front of
his players this week: If the Panthers beat the
Saints, they’ll clinch their third straight NFC
South championship.

Refocused
In some respects, it seems a foregone conclu-

sion, but when you’re looking to keep a team
from looking too far ahead anything helps. “If
you start talking about undefeated seasons and
trips to the Super Bowl you’re not focusing on
the details of what you’re doing and who we
have to play next,” Rivera said. “... Our message
here is very clear - we have a ways to go and a
lot of thing to improve upon.”

Rivera was a linebacker for the 1985 Super
Bowl champion Chicago Bears, a team that start-

ed 12-0 before suffering its only loss of the sea-
son. The coach said losing that Dec. 2, 1985
game to the Dolphins on a Monday night was
actually a good thing for the Bears.

“The Miami loss refocused us,” Rivera said. “It
was (good) at the time for us. Could we have
been a good undefeated team, yeah, the ‘85
team might have been. But we’ll never know.”

He doesn’t know if a loss would be good for
the Panthers or not.  Right now, the word losing

simply isn’t one that is being tossed around a
Panthers locker room that has suddenly been
swarmed by national media attention.  “We don’t
want to get ahead of ourselves,” said Harper, a
member of the 2009 Saints that started 13-0 and
went on to win Super Bowl XLIV. “We are in a
whole bunch of one-game playoffs. We have to
control the controllable. ... (But) we know that if
we play the way we’re capable of playing we have
a great chance of winning every game.” — AP

Panthers handling talk 
of unbeaten NFL season 

SEATTLE: In this Oct. 18, 2015, file photo, Carolina Panthers tight end Greg Olsen, foreground,
tries to elude Seattle Seahawks outside linebacker K.J. Wright, in the second half of an NFL
football game, in Seattle. When Carolina tight end Greg Olsen and Kansas City safety Eric Berry
had life-changing experiences away from football, the logical next step was finding ways to
help the causes that helped them. — AP

CAPE TOWN: Embattled South African
Super Rugby side the Southern Kings were
dealt another blow when head coach Brent
Janse van Rensburg resigned yesterday,
two weeks after being appointed.

The cash-strapped Eastern Province
Rugby Union (EPR), who have temporarily
handed over the running of the Port
Elizabeth-based franchise to the South
African Rugby Union, confirmed they were
seeking a replacement.

Janse van Rensburg had led the team in
the domestic Currie Cup this year and was
appointed to coach the Super Rugby side
on Nov 18. Neither he nor the EPR offered
any explanation for his resignation.

“We appreciate Brent’s commitment to
the task assigned to him and the many
hours he worked in preparing the team for
various competitions this year,” EPR presi-
dent Cheeky Watson said in a statement.

The Kings have lost a number of players
in recent weeks after they were able to
break their contracts due to the non-pay-
ment of salaries.

They included captain Tim Whitehead,

prop Lizo Gqoboka and wing Luther Obi,
the latter two to the Bulls who are also said
to be in talks with Sylvian Mahuza,
Thembelani Bholi and Tim Agaba.

Watson said that despite the setbacks
the Kings, South Africa’s sixth franchise in
an expanded 18-team Super Rugby tourna-
ment in 2016, were confident of being
ready for their tournament opener against
the Sharks in Port Elizabeth on Feb.  27.

“We are in regular discussion with the
SA Rugby Union, who have taken over the
organisation of the franchise, on the way
forward and there is much work being
done behind the scenes to ensure the
Southern Kings squad is properly prepared
for its return to Super Rugby in February,”
Watson said. Meanwhile, Eddie Jones has
missed his first official day on the job as
England head coach because he is yet to
receive a work visa. The Australian, who
was appointed on Nov. 20 and was due to
report for work on Tuesday, is still stuck in
Tokyo waiting for the Japanese embassy to
clear his paperwork, according to a report
in the Times.  —  Reuters

Kings dealt another
blow, coach walks out

DUBAI: The 17th edition of the Xerox
Corporate Golf Challenge announced the
successful conclusion of its last qualifying
round at the Els Club Golf, Dubai, UAE,
which was played on Thursday, November
26, 2015.

The winners were Srinivasan
Satyamurthy and Manish Joshi, with a score
of 41. Runners-up, Craig Hanson and
Theuns Webb claimed second place with a
score of 40 (count back), edging Neil
Heywood and Yuette Heywood, who scored
40, into third place. They are the last teams
to be selected for the 36-hole, 2-day grand
final that will be held at Tower Links and Al
Hamra golf courses, Ras Al Khaimah, UAE, in
December 2015.

Winner of Hole 2’s ECCO Nearest the Pin

was Chris Elms, Hole 4’s Sport360Nearest
the Pin was Robert Barker, and Hole 11’s
Crystal Gallery Nearest the Pin was Omer I.
Khan. East Springer won Aramex Longest
Drive at Hole 9, and Cliff MacDonald won
PWS Longest Drive at Hole 13.

80 Finalists from 14 Qualifying Rounds
across 7 countries will compete in Ras Al
Khaimah (RAK) for the opportunity to win
the 2015 Grand Prize. The Grand Final will
be held on Saturday, December 12, 2015
and Sunday, December 13, 2015, at Tower
Links and Al Hamra golf courses, Ras Al
Khaimah, UAE. Visit www.xeroxcgc.com for
more information. The tournament’s
announcements and action can be followed
on social media through #XCGC2015.

Xerox Corporate Golf Challenge
concludes 2015 qualifiers 

SAN JOSE: Evgeni Malkin had a goal and two assists
and Phil Kessel scored twice to help the Pittsburgh
Penguins get their first win in San Jose in more than 18
years, 5-1 over the Sharks on Tuesday. David Perron
added a goal and an assist and Matt Cullen also scored
for the Penguins, who had lost 10 straight at the Shark
Tank. Pittsburgh had gone winless in 12 games here
since beating San Jose 5-2 on Oct. 22, 1997, garnering
only one tie during the skid. Patrick Marleau scored for
the Sharks, who have lost two of three at home follow-
ing a perfect six-game road trip. Martin Jones made 24
saves. 

CANADIENS 2, BLUE JACKETS 1
Montreal winger Max Pacioretty scored a late power-

play goal to give the Canadiens a 2-1 win over the
Columbus Blue Jackets at the Bell Centre. Paul Byron
also scored for the Canadiens (19-4-3) while Nick
Foligno replied for Columbus. Montreal goaltender Mike
Condon stopped 22 shots, with Sergei Bobrovsky mak-
ing 24 for the Blue Jackets.

FLYERS 4, SENATORS 2
The Philadelphia Flyers extended their winning

streak to three games by defeating the Ottawa Senators
4-2 at Canadian Tire Centre. Winger Wayne Simmonds
scored the winner late in the second period, and Sean
Couturier iced it with an empty-netter 1:45 from the
final buzzer. Defensemen Shayne Gostisbehere and
Evgeny Medvedev had the Flyers’ other goals. Zack
Smith and Mike Hoffman replied for the Senators.

AVALANCHE 2, DEVILS 1
Colorado winger Matt Duchene and defenseman

Tyson Barrie scored in the second period to spark the
Avalanche to a 2-1 win over the New Jersey Devils at the
Prudential Center.

Goaltender Reto Berra made 27 saves as the
Avalanche (10-14-1) continued the trend of alternating
wins and losses in their last six games. The Avalanche
have now won five in a row against the Devils, and eight
of their last nine meetings.

RED WINGS 5, SABRES 4 (SHOOTOUT)
Detroit’s Brad Richards scored the only goal of the

shootout to give the Red Wings a 5-4 victory over the
Buffalo Sabres at Joe Louis Arena.

PANTHERS 3, BLUES 1
Derek MacKenzie scored twice in the second period

as the Florida Panthers scored a 3-1 win over the St.
Louis Blues to register their first three-game winning
streak of the season. MacKenzie had only one previous
two-goal game in his NHL career, on March 12, 2011,
when he was playing for the Columbus Blue Jackets
against the Carolina Hurricanes.

PREDATORS 5, COYOTES 2
Taking advantage of loose play by Arizona defense-

men, the Nashville Predators rallied with four third-peri-
od goals for a 5-2 win over the Coyotes at Bridgestone
Arena. Nashville (13-7-4) capitalized on giveaways in
Arizona’s defensive zone, with Mike Ribeiro notching the
equalizing goal at 2:33 after a bad pass by Oliver Ekman-
Larsson.

WILD 2, BLACKHAWKS 1
Minnesota defenseman Ryan Suter scored the game-

winning goal at 12:04 of the third period to lift the Wild to
a 2-1 road victory over the Chicago Blackhawks at the
United Center. Suter stuffed the puck into the net after
Blackhawks goaltender Corey Crawford had made an ini-
tial save on Wild forward Mikael Granlund.

FLAMES 4, STARS 3 (SHOOTOUT)
Johnny Gaudreau scored the game-deciding goal in

a shootout, leading the Calgary Flames to a 4-3 win over

the Dallas Stars. Trailing 3-0 heading into the third peri-
od, the Flames waged a furious comeback to force over-
time.

KINGS 2, CANUCKS 1 (OVERTIME)
Anze Kopitar scored the game-winning goal at 2:02

of overtime as the Los Angeles Kings earned a 2-1 victo-
ry over the Vancouver Canucks at Staples Center. Kopitar
cashed in with his eighth goal of the season, converting
an assist from Jeff Carter as the Kings (15-8-1) won for
the third time in four games. — Reuters

Penguins beat Sharks 5-1 for 
first win in San Jose since ’97

Western Conference
Central Division

W L OTL GF GA PTS
Dallas 19 5 1 88 66 39   
St. Louis 15 7 3 66 61 33   
Nashville 13 7 4 64 62 30   
Chicago 13 9 3 68 64 29   
Minnesota 12 7 4 65 62 28   
Winnipeg 11 12 2 67 80 24   
Colorado 10 14 1 73 76 21   

Pacific Division
Los Angeles 15 8 1 60 51 31   
San Jose 14 10 0 67 63 28   
Arizona 13 10 1 67 70 27   
Vancouver 9 9 8 70 71 26   
Anaheim 9 11 5 51 65 23   
Calgary 9 14 2 60 90 20   
Edmonton 8 15 2 62 77 18   

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

Montreal 19 4 3 90 57 41   
Detroit 13 8 4 61 64 30   
Ottawa 12 7 5 78 72 29   
Boston 13 8 1 73 64 27   
Florida 11 9 4 63 60 26   
Tampa Bay 11 11 3 59 58 25   
Buffalo 10 12 3 58 67 23   
Toronto 8 11 5 56 66 21   

Metropolitan Division
NY Rangers 17 6 2 74 53 36   
Washington 17 5 1 75 51 35   
Pittsburgh 14 8 2 57 55 30   
NY Islanders 13 8 4 72 62 30   
New Jersey 12 10 2 57 59 26   
Philadelphia 10 10 5 49 67 25   
Carolina 8 12 4 50 70 20   
Columbus 10 16 0 61 78 20   
Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one point
in the standings and are not included in the loss
column (L).

NHL results/standings

Colorado 2, New Jersey 1; Montreal 2, Columbus 1; Philadelphia 4, Ottawa 2; Detroit 5, Buffalo 4
(SO); Florida 3, St. Louis 1; Nashville 5, Arizona 2; Minnesota 2, Chicago 1; Calgary 4, Dallas 3
(SO); Los Angeles 2, Vancouver 1 (OT); Pittsburgh 5, San Jose 1.

DETROIT: Detroit Red Wings defenseman Danny DeKeyser (65) defends Buffalo Sabres center Sam
Reinhart (23) as he tries to shoot in the third period of an NHL hockey game Tuesday in Detroit. — AP

LONDON: The difficult relationship
between Lewis Hamilton and Nico
Rosberg has become a weakness for
Formula One champions Mercedes and it
could affect future driver decisions, team
boss Toto Wolff warned yesterday.

“We struggle sometimes in winning
races on Sunday and having always one
(driver) upset,” the Mercedes motorsport
head told motorsport.com.

“And this spills over into the team. It is
something that needs to stop.” Hamilton
and Rosberg have been rivals since their
early teens as team mates in karting but
the once-warm relationship has been
stretched to breaking point at dominant
Mercedes.

The Briton and German were barely on
speaking terms at times last season and
entered another frosty phase this year
after Hamilton clinched his second title in
a row and third overall in Texas in
October.

Rosberg ended the season in Abu
Dhabi on Sunday with his third succes-
sive win and sixth pole position in a row,
a run that soured Hamilton’s mood and
left him questioning the strategy.

“We took the decision of having two
evenly matched drivers in order to make
the team progress faster and better,” said

Wolff of the decision to pair Hamilton,
who joined from McLaren in 2013, and
Rosberg. “Going forward, we will consider
if it is the best set-up for the team.
Personality and character within the team
is a crucial ingredient for the team suc-
cess. “If we feel that it is not aligned with
the general consensus, spirit and philoso-
phy within the team, we might consider
that when we take a decision, in terms of
the driver line-up going forward.”

Hamilton has three more years while
Rosberg is signed to the end of 2016 with
a team that this year won 16 of 19 races
and enjoyed a record 12 one-two finishes.
While Hamilton has spoken of seeing out
his career with Mercedes, Rosberg’s posi-
tion would be weakened anyway if he fin-
ished second again next year.

Wolff indicated the drivers’ behaviour
off the track was also important. “I think it
is important to have talented and fast
drivers in the car. But we want to work
with nice guys,” he said. “We are having
huge unity within the team, but the diffi-
cult relationship of the drivers is one of
our weaknesses. And that is not good.”

“The biggest weakness is the dynamic
of the relationship between the drivers-
and sometimes between the drivers and
the team.” — Reuters

Mercedes boss says driver 
discord is major weakness

XCGC Els winner 


