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NEW DELHI: Australia captain Steven
Smith and New Zealand paceman Trent
Boult made the International Cricket
Council’s (ICC) test as well as one-day inter-
national team of the year announced yes-
terday.

England skipper Alastair Cook was
named captain of the test side while South
Africa’s AB de Villiers was put in charge of
the one-day team by a special panel head-
ed by former India captain Anil Kumble.

Currently the top-ranked team in the
five-day format, South Africa had no repre-
sentative in the test squad, while Kiwi bats-
man Kane Williamson was left out of the
ODI side despite being the leading run-
scorer in the qualification period.

“Testament to the quality of cricket
played is the calibre of players to have
missed out on selection,” Kumble said in an
ICC statement. “While selecting these
squads, the selectors considered various

combinations and took into account sever-
al factors in overall performances,” added
the former leg-spinner.

Australia, England and Pakistan had
three players each in the test squad while
New Zealand had two in Boult and
Williamson. De Villiers has two compatriots
in the ODI squad-batsman Hashim Amla
and leggie Imran Tahir-which also included
recently retired Sri Lankan great Kumar
Sangakkara as the wicketkeeper.

Bangladesh’s growing ODI reputation
was reflected with 20-year-old left-arm
pace bowler Mustafizur Rahman becoming
the first player from his country to make
the ODI team.

ICC Test Team of the Year: David Warner
(Aus), Alastair Cook (Eng-captain), Kane
Williamson (NZ), Younus Khan (Pak), Steven
Smith (Aus), Joe Root (Eng), Sarfraz Ahmed
(Pak- wicketkeeper), Stuart Broad (Eng),
Trent Boult (NZ), Yasir Shah (Pak), Josh

Hazlewood (Aus); 12th man: Ravichandran
Ashwin (Ind)

ICC ODI Team of the Year 2015:
Tillakaratne Dilshan (SL), Hashim Amla
(SA), Kumar Sangakkara (SL-wicketkeep-
er), AB de Villiers (SA) (captain), Steven
Smith (Aus), Ross Taylor (NZ) Trent Boult
(NZ), Mohammed Shami (Ind), Mitchell
Starc (Aus), Mustafizur Rahman (Bang),
Imran Tahir (SA); 12th man: Joe Root
(Eng). — Reuters

Smith, Boult feature in ICC test and ODI teams of the year

NEW DELHI: Indian captain Virat Kohli catches a ball during a training session ahead of the fourth Test cricket match between India and South
Africa at The Feroz Shah Kotla Stadium in New Delhi yesterday. — AFP

NEW DELHI: India aims to be “ruthless” in the
final test against South Africa despite having
taken a winning 2-0 lead in the four-game
series,” captain Virat Kohli said yesterday. “We
want to be ruthless and will try to go 3-0 up,”
Kohli said ahead of the match starting Thursday
in Delhi. “We will not be experimenting just
because we have won the series. We want to cre-
ate a hard-working side with a winning culture.
The team is in a good space and we will go all
out for a win.”

India won the first test at Mohali by 104 runs,
and the third at Nagpur by 124 runs. The second
test at Bangalore was a rain-affected draw. The
Nagpur pitch, where South Africa folded for only
79 in the first innings, has been termed “poor” by
match referee Jeff Crowe in his report to the
International Cricket Council which awaits a

reply from the Indian cricket board.
“I think the pitches have been discussed too

much. No one talks about the Adelaide test
(Australia vs New Zealand day-night game)
which ended in two and a half days. People
don’t talk about the number of times teams have
been bowled out for less than 100 in South
Africa but pitches are highlighted in India,” Kohli
said. Kohli, who will lead India for the first time
on his home ground, said he was not giving a
thought to whether the pitch at the Feroze Shah
Kotla Stadium will also help turn as much.
“We’re confident of our abilities whether the
game lasts three days or four or five. The pitch
being different won’t change our mindset. We’ve
come to win,” Kohli said.

South Africa captain Hashim Amla hopes to
end the series on a high. “Since we started this

tour by winning the one-day internationals and
Twenty20 series we would like to win this match
and make it 2-1. We’ve got the England series
very close, two weeks after we get back. It’s very
important for us to get back to winning ways
and cap it off well,” Amla said.

South Africa had won a five-game ODI series
3-2 and a three-game T20 series 2-0.  “It’s been a
challenge against good bowlers on difficult
tracks. It has been exciting with the games con-
densed into three days. But as a batsman, you
are never settled,” he added.  Amla said pace
bowler Dale Steyn would miss a third consecu-
tive test owing to a groin injury he got during
the opening test but that the team was not look-
ing to experiment even though the series was
already lost. “It’s important to win and salvage
some pride,” said Amla. — AP

Kohli: India wants to be 
‘ruthless’ in final test 

WELLINGTON: The acquittal of former
New Zealand captain Chris Cairns on
match-fixing-linked perjury charges is a
serious blow for efforts to stamp out cor-
ruption in cricket, commentators said yes-
terday.  A London court on Monday cleared
Cairns of perjury and perverting the course
of justice after prosecutors failed to con-
vince a jury of his guilt over the course of a
nine-week trial.

New Zealand Herald journalist Dylan
Cleaver, who originally broke the story that
the ICC’s anti-corruption unit was investi-
gating Cairns, said the result was a triumph
for the former all-rounder.

But he said the treatment of witnesses
such as current Black Caps skipper Brendon
McCullum would have players questioning
why they should come forward to report
corruption. “Who’s going to want to be the
next one to put their heads above the para-
pet and expose themselves to a skilled
advocate who makes a living from shaping
words to suit an argument?” he said.

“Nobody, that’s who,” he concluded, not-
ing that players who cooperated with
investigators had confidential testimony
leaked, then had their characters assassi-
nated by defence lawyers. Former England
captain Mike Atherton, writing in The Times
of London, echoed the sentiment.

“The verdict... could impact upon the
sport’s fight against corruption, if, as a
result, players think twice about whistle-
blowing and authorities long and hard
about bringing cases to court,” he wrote.

Charges were brought against Cairns
after he sued Indian Premier League chair-
man Lalit Modi for libel in 2012 over a 2010
tweet in which the administrator accused
him of match-fixing. The allegations against
him resurfaced in December 2013 when
the International Cricket Council confirmed
it was investigating match-fixing claims
involving three former New Zealand inter-

nationals.  Cricket historian Gideon Haigh
said the ICC anti-corruption unit already
had a credibility problem before the Cairns
case, citing the July acquittal of Indian
paceman Shanthakumaran Sreesanth and
two other players of spot-fixing.  Haigh said
the case against Cairns was not helped by
the fact that the prosecution’s star witness,
former Kiwi batsman Lou Vincent, was a
confessed match-fixer who had been
banned form cricket for life.  “After the col-
lapse of the three IPL (Sreesanth) spot-fix-
ing cases, the game’s anti-corruption ram-
parts, where they exist at all, appear decid-
edly porous,” he wrote in The Australian
broadsheet.

‘Too much smoke’    
New Zealand Cricket Players’ Association

chief Heath Mills said the case showed the
police, not the ICC, needed to be in charge
of investigating corruption.

“This is criminal activity,” he told com-
mercial radio.  “It’s run by significant mafia
groups around the world. We need experts
fighting that and with the powers to fight
that.” Cricket writer for the London
Telegraph Scyld Berry said the Cairns case
lifted the lid to give “a tantalising glimpse
of the corruption in cricket, before being
slammed shut”.

“The not-guilty verdict in the Cairns trial
allows us to think that the sport is pretty
clean... But there is too much smoke, if not
outright fire, to be complacent about
match-fixing and spot-fixing,” he said.  Radio
New Zealand sports editor Stephen Hewson
said the case left Kiwi cricket’s reputation
“tarnished but not tattered”.  “Having said
that, whenever there are upset results or
out of the ordinary performances at cricket
matches, there’s always that thought at the
back of one’s mind - is that genuine?” he
said. “Hardly good for the ongoing reputa-
tion of the game.” — AFP

BRISBANE: The West Indies struggled on the
rain-hit opening day of their Australian tour
against a modestly talented Cricket Australia
XI in Brisbane yesterday.  Only 60 overs’ play
was possible on the first day of the four-day
game at Allan Border Field ahead of next
week’s first Test in Hobart.  The Windies were
restricted to 154 for six with Darren Bravo not
out 46 at stumps.

The inexperienced tourists gave no
grounds for optimism about the upcoming
three-Test series, even though the CA XI fea-
tured six players new to first-class cricket.  The
lowly-ranked Windies rested pace spearhead
Jerome Taylor but their batting line-up was
expected to be the same as for the Bellerive
Oval Test starting on December 10.

Bravo was dropped on one trying to slog
legspinner Cameron Boyce out of the ground
but remained unbeaten at stumps. The
tourists were 52-2 when lunch was taken ear-
ly.  After resuming they lost three wickets for
31 before Bravo and captain Jason Holder
steadied the ship.

Holder struck two fours and a six in his
34-ball knock of 26, dominating a sixth-
wicket stand of 32 before being caught
behind off  Queensland quick Simon
Milenko (2-33). Bravo put on 39 for the
unbroken seventh wicket  with Carlos
Brathwaite (25 not out), the highest stand
so far of the innings. Rain forced the players
off the field for the final time 30 minutes
into the last session. — AFP

BEREA:  Johnny Manziel is still grounded. Benched
for bad behavior, Manziel will remain on the side-
line after Browns coach Mike Pettine picked quar-
terback Austin Davis to start Sunday against the
Cincinnati Bengals.

Manziel was recently stripped of his starting job
by Pettine after a video surfaced of the second-year
quarterback partying in Texas during the team’s bye
week. With starter Josh McCown done for the sea-
son with a broken collarbone, Pettine had to pro-
mote one of his backups and chose Davis, who
came off the bench in the fourth quarter of Monday
night’s loss to Baltimore.

Pettine is only committing to Davis, would went
3-5 in eight starts for St. Louis last season, as his
starter for this week. “We’ll revisit this,” Pettine said
Wednesday. “These are two players that we both
want to see  play is the bottom line. I don’t want to
declare, ‘Hey, this is what it’s going to be from here
on out.’ These are two young quarterbacks that
have upside and we want to see what that upside is.
Austin’s the guy for this week.”

Manziel was surprisingly active for Monday’s
game, serving as Cleveland’s No. 3 quarterback. He’s

moved one spot up the depth chart but the backup
role isn’t what he envisioned or what the Browns
had in mind when they selected the 2012 Heisman
Trophy winner in the first round of the 2014 draft.

Manziel, who spent part of the offseason in a
rehab facility specializing in alcohol and drug abuse
treatment, is 1-2 as a starter this season. He faced
Cincinnati last month and completed 15 of 33 pass-
es for 168 yards and a touchdown in a 31-10 loss.
Manziel bounced back the next week and passed
for 372 yards against Pittsburgh, a performance that
offered a glimpse at his potential.

But after promising Pettine and Cleveland’s
coaches he would not be a distraction during his
time away, Manziel was back in the nightclubs.
Pettine said the 22-year-old violated the team’s
trust and held Manziel accountable be demoting
him to third string.

Pettine said his decision on starting Davis this
week is not a reflection of his actions against
Manziel. “To me, it’s more about Austin and seeing
what he can do than length of punishment,” Pettine
said. Davis is the 24th quarterback to start for the
Browns since 1999, turnover that underscores the

franchise’ woes. On Monday, Davis replaced an
injured McCown and threw a tying touchdown pass
and moved the Browns into position for a winning
field goal. But Travis Coons’ 51-yard attempt was
blocked by the Ravens and returned by Will Hill 64
yards for a TD as time expired, sending the Browns
(2-9) to their sixth straight loss.

Davis completed 7 of 10 passes - he went for 6
for 6 on the scoring drive - for 77 yards. The Browns
signed the 26-year-old Davis in September and
gave him a two-year contract shortly after he
arrived.

Pettine praised Davis’ mental approach and work
ethic. “He is as prepared as any quarterback that I’ve
been around,” Pettine said. “He’s relentless in that
way so I think he goes into games with, in his mind,
I think processing speed that he’s rehearsed it so
many times in his head that I think he gets the ball
out and he’s decisive.”

Pettine says Davis is also respected, mobile and
has some arm strength.”He’s young and hasn’t had a
ton of starts and what he’s shown us on the practice
field and the little bit that he got in the game has all
been encouraging,” he said. — AP

Manziel benched as Browns pick Davis 

WI struggle in rain-hit 
Australia tour opener

Cairns result hurts 
fixing fight: Analysts

LONDON: A file combination image shows former New Zealand cricketer Chris Cairns
(L) taken in London on November 30, and ex-Indian Premier League chairman Lalit
Modi (R) taken in London on March 5, 2012.  The acquittal of former New Zealand
captain Chris Cairns on match-fixing-linked perjury charges is a serious blow for
efforts to stamp out corruption in cricket, commentators said yesterday. Charges
were brought against Cairns after he sued Indian Premier League chairman Lalit
Modi for libel in 2012 over a 2010 tweet in which the administrator accused him of
match-fixing.  — AFP 

NEW DELHI: South Africa’s Faf du Plessis bats during the training session ahead of
the fourth Test cricket match between India and South Africa at the Feroz Shah Kotla
stadium in New Delhi yestertday. — AFP 

NETANYA: Finland’s gold medalist Jenna Laukkanen (C), Belgium’s silver medalist Fanny Lecluyse (L) and Russia’s bronze medalist Natalia
Ivaneeva (R) pose on the podium with their medals won in the women’s 50m breaststroke event at the 18th European Short Course Swimming
Championships in the Israeli Coastal city of Netanya yesterday. — AFP 


