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PHILADELPHIA: Kobe Bryant won over the fans.
He just couldn’t beat the previously winless
Philadelphia 76ers. With the spotlight on Bryant
during the final game of his career in his home-
town, the Sixers stole the show and defeated the
Los Angeles Lakers 103-91 on Tuesday night for
their first victory of the season. The Sixers had
lost their first 18 games, and 28 overall dating to
last season - the longest skid in the history of
major professional sports in the United States.
But they remained tied for the worst start in NBA
history with the 2009-10 New Jersey Nets, who
also opened 0-18. It was the first win for the
Sixers since March 25 at Denver. Bryant, who will
end his 20-year career this season, opened the
first leg of his farewell tour in his hometown and
was feted with the kind of reverence and grati-
tude normally reserved for a Sixers great. He
buried a 3-pointer off the opening tip and hit
another 3 on the next possession. Bryant made
it 3 for 3 and had the Philly crowd chanting “M-V-
P!” as he turned back the clock to his champi-
onship form. He scored 20 points on 7-of-26
shooting and made four 3s. Robert Covington
scored 23 points for the Sixers.

WIZARDS 97, CAVALIERS 85
John Wall scored a season-high 35 points as

Washington handed Cleveland its first home loss
of the season. The Wizards, who never trailed,
scored the first 10 points of the game and went
on a 9-0 run to begin the second half in snap-
ping a four-game losing streak. LeBron James
had 24 points, but the Cavaliers lost for the first
time in 10 games this season at Quicken Loans

Arena. Wall was 14 of 24 from the field and had
10 assists. Bradley Beal scored 18 and Marcin
Gortat added 15 points with 11 rebounds for the
Wizards. 

GRIZZLIES 113, PELICANS 104
Marc Gasol scored a career-high 38 points

and grabbed 13 rebounds as Memphis defeated
New Orleans. The Pelicans lost despite the return
of starting guard Tyreke Evans and top reserve
Norris Cole. Evans had 20 points and 10 assists,
but that wasn’t enough to overcome a Grizzlies
squad that scored 52 points in the paint and
missed only one of 26 free throws. Gasol was 11
of 22 from the field and made all 16 of his foul
shots. Zach Randolph added 14 points, while
Courtney Lee and Matt Barnes scored 13 each.
Anthony Davis had 17 points, 14 rebounds and
career high-tying nine blocked shots for the
Pelicans. But he struggled with his shooting,
going 4 of 15 from the field and 8 of 13 on free
throws. Ryan Anderson scored 16 for New
Orleans, which has lost three straight.

MAGIC 96, TIMBERWOLVES 93
Nikola Vucevic had 18 points and 12

rebounds as Orlando topped Minnesota for its
fourth straight victory. Elfrid Payton had 14
points and eight rebounds, and Andrew
Nicholson scored 15 for the Magic, who have
won four straight for the first time since
December 2012. Andrew Wiggins scored 27
points for the Timberwolves, but missed a free
throw with 5.6 seconds to play that would have
tied the game. Minnesota shot just 37.7 percent

and fell to 2-7 at home this season. The Magic
led by as many as 17 in the third quarter.
Minnesota had it tied with 4:30 to play, but went
3:40 without a bucket late in the fourth.

MAVERICKS 115, TAIL BLAZERS 112
Deron Williams had a season-high 30 points

as Dallas won 115 112 in overtime in Wesley
Matthews’ first trip back to Portland since sign-
ing with the Mavericks as a free agent. Dirk
Nowitzki added 28 points and Matthews fin-
ished with 18 points in his return as the Mavs
snapped a four-game losing streak on the road.
Matthews hit consecutive 3-pointers to pull the
Mavericks to 89-85 as Dallas closed in on
Portland in regulation. Nowitzki’s 3-pointer nar-
rowed it to 96-94 before his tip shot tied it, and
Damian Lillard missed a 3 at the buzzer to send
the game into overtime.

NETS 94, SUNS 91
Brook Lopez scored 23 points as Brooklyn

beat Phoenix for its fourth consecutive win at
home. Brooklyn reserves Shane Larkin and
Wayne Ellington each had 11 points and both
made a basket in the brief flurry that helped the
Nets win consecutive games for the first time
this season. Jarrett Jack also scored 11 and
added eight assists. Brandon Knight scored 26
points and Eric Bledsoe had 17 for the Suns, who
had a long dry spell from the field in the fourth
quarter after leading by nine earlier in the peri-
od. They botched their final possession trailing
by three with 4 seconds remaining. The Suns fell
to 1-1 on their six-game road trip. — AP

Bouchard to 

make comeback 

in Hobart
SYDNEY: Glamour girl Eugenie Bouchard will attempt
to get her career back on track at the Hobart
International, she said Wednesday, after a head injury
scuppered the end of her 2015 season.  The 21-year-old,
named one of the most marketable athletes in the
world this year, showed her huge potential by making
her first Grand Slam semi-final at the Australian Open in
2014. 

She followed up that year by reaching the French
Open semi-final and Wimbledon final, reaching a
career-high world ranking of five in October 2014.  But
she suffered a big setback at the US Open in September
when she sustained a head injury after slipping in the
locker room.  She was forced to pull out of her fourth-
round match at Flushing Meadows with concussion and
remained troubled as she later withdrew from an event
in Wuhan, China, and retired midway through a first-
round match in Beijing with dizziness.

The Canadian did not contest another tour event this
year and has slipped to 49 in the world. She has filed a
lawsuit against the United States Tennis Association
claiming negligence.

“I want to start my 2016 season strongly and am
hoping to get high quality matches in Hobart,” she said
in a statement ahead of the tournament starting on
January 10, a lead-up event to the Australian Open in
Melbourne the following week.

“The tournament is played on the same surface as
the Australian Open and will help me prepare for
Melbourne. I’ve had great success in Australia in the
past and can’t wait to experience a new city.”  — AFP

RIO DE JANEIRO: Olympic sailor Erik Heil
floated a novel idea to protect himself from
the sewage-infested waters he and other
athletes will compete in during next year’s
games: He’d wear plastic overalls and peel
them off when he was safely past the con-
taminated waters nearest shore.

Heil, 26, was treated at a Berlin hospital
for MRSA, a flesh-eating bacteria, shortly
after sailing in an Olympic test event in Rio
in August. But his strategy to avoid a repeat
infection won’t limit his risk. A new round of
testing by The Associated Press shows the
city’s Olympic waterways are as rife with
pathogens far offshore as they are nearer
land, where raw sewage flows into them
from fetid rivers and storm drains. That
means there is no dilution factor in the bay
or lagoon where events will take place and
no less risk to the health of athletes like
sailors competing farther from the shore.

“Those virus levels are widespread. It’s
not just along the shoreline but it’s else-
where in the water, therefore it’s going to
increase the exposure of the people who
come into contact with those waters,” said
Kristina Mena, an expert in waterborne
viruses and an associate professor of public
health at the University of Texas Health
Science Center at Houston. “We’re talking
about an extreme environment, where the
pollution is so high that exposure is immi-
nent and the chance of infection very like-
ly.” In July, the AP reported that its first
round of tests showed disease-causing
viruses directly linked to human sewage at
levels up to 1.7 million times what would
be considered highly alarming in the U.S. or
Europe. Experts said athletes were compet-
ing in the viral equivalent of raw sewage
and exposure to dangerous health risks
almost certain.

The results sent shockwaves through
the global athletic community, with sports
officials pledging to do their own viral test-
ing to ensure the waters were safe for com-
petition in next year’s games. Those prom-
ises took on further urgency in August,
after pre-Olympic rowing and sailing
events in Rio led to illnesses among ath-
letes nearly double the acceptable limit in
the U.S. for swimmers in recreational
waters.

Nevertheless, Olympic and World Health
Organization officials have flip-flopped on
promises to carry out viral testing in the
wake of the AP’s July report. Now, the AP’s
most recent tests since August show not
only no improvement in water quality - but
that the water is even more widely contam-
inated than previously known. The number
of viruses found over a kilometer from the
shore in Guanabara Bay, where sailors com-
pete at high speeds and get utterly
drenched, are equal to those found along
shorelines closer to sewage sources.

Viruses are too high
“The levels of viruses are so high in

these Brazilian waters that if we saw those
levels here in the United States on beaches,
officials would likely close those beaches,”
Mena said.

Brazilian, Olympic and WHO officials
now say Brazil needs only to carry out test-
ing for bacterial “markers” of pollution to
determine water quality. That’s the stan-
dard used by nations around the globe,
mostly because it’s been historically easier
and cheaper. The WHO on Wednesday said
it had no comment on the AP’s latest find-
ings. The Rio 2016 Olympic organizing
committee said in an emailed statement
that “the health and safety of athletes is
always a top priority and there is no doubt
that water within the field of play meets
the relevant standards.”

“Rio 2016 follows the expert advice of
the World Health Organization, whose
guidelines for Safe Recreational Water
Environments recommend classifying
water through a regular program of micro-
bial water quality testing.”

However, in recent years technological
advances have made it simpler and less
expensive to monitor viral levels, too. That’s
why many in the scientific communities in
the U.S. and Europe are pushing for legisla-
tion that would require viral testing of
water. They argue that repeated studies
dating back decades have shown little to
no correlation between the levels of bacte-
ria pathogens in water, which quickly break
down in salty and sunny conditions like
those in tropical Brazil, and the presence of
viruses, which have been shown to last for
months, and in some cases years.

Sampling sites
That disparity has surfaced in AP’s test-

ing in Rio, where the water often falls with-
in safe levels of fecal bacteria, but the same
water sample shows levels of viruses akin
to raw sewage. Many of the testing points
show spikes in bacterial contamination, too
- especially in the Olympic lagoon and in
the marina where sailors launch crafts.

Rio’s waterways, like those of many
developing nations, are extremely contami-
nated because most of the city’s sewage is
not treated, let alone collected. Massive
amounts of it flow straight into Guanabara
Bay. The Rodrigo de Freitas Lagoon and the
famous Copacabana Beach also are heavily
contaminated. Rio won the right to host
the Olympics based on a lengthy bid docu-
ment that promised to clean up the city’s
scenic waterways by improving sewage
sanitation, a pledge that was intended to
be one of the event’s biggest legacies.

Brazilian officials now acknowledge that
won’t happen. The AP’s first published
results were based on samples taken along
the shores of the lagoon where rowing and
canoeing events will be held. Other sam-
ples were drawn from the marina where
sailors enter the water and in the
Copacabana Beach surf, where marathon
and triathlon swimming will take place.
Ipanema Beach, popular with tourists and
where many of the expected 350,000 for-
eign visitors will take a dip during the
games, was also tested.

Since then, the AP expanded its testing
to include offshore sampling sites inside
Olympic sailing courses in Guanabara Bay
and in the middle of the lagoon where row-
ing and canoeing lanes were located dur-
ing recent test events. The tests found the
lagoon and bay to be consistently virus-
laden throughout, but it also captured a
spike in the bacterial fecal coliforms in the
lagoon - to over 16 times the amount per-
mitted under Brazilian law.

Mena, the waterborne virus expert, said
it makes sense for athletes to think that
deeper into the bay and lagoon would be
safer, but the testing doesn’t bear that out.

“One would expect to see more fluctua-
tions with the levels of any pathogen in the
water, but  it’s not there,” she said. As a
result, none of the venues are fit for swim-
mers or boaters, she said. Athletes who
ingest three teaspoons of water have a 99
percent chance of being infected by virus-
es. That assessment was echoed by
Brazilian virologist Fernando Spilki, coordi-
nator of the environmental quality pro-
gram at Feevale University in southern
Brazil, who is conducting monthly tests for
the AP. “Samples from the sailing courses
and inside the lagoon prove that the virus-
es are present even away from the shore,
away from the sources of pollution, and
that they maintain extremely high viral
loads,” he said.

Rowers got sick
Athletes in Rio test events have tried

many tricks and treatments to avoid falling
ill, including bleaching rowing oars, hosing
off their bodies the second they finish com-
peting, and preemptively taking antibiotics
- which have no effect on viruses.

Despite those efforts, athletes at a com-
petition in August still fell ill. The World
Rowing Federation reported that 6.7 per-
cent of 567 rowers got sick at a junior cham-
pionships event in Rio. The International
Sailing Federation said just over 7 percent
of sailors competing at a mid-August
Olympic warm-up event in Guanabara Bay
fell ill - but the federation has not conduct-
ed a full count of how many athletes got
sick in the two weeks following the compe-
tition, the rough incubation period for
many of the pathogens in the water.

Mena and other experts say it’s difficult
to put those figures into international con-
text as each geographic location has unique
threats. But in the U.S., for instance, the
Environmental Protection Agency’s maxi-
mum illness rate for swimming is 3.6 per-
cent - and many experts say that is too high.
The German sailor, Heil, was one of those
who got sick at the Rio test event. “I’ve nev-
er had infections on my legs. Never!” he
wrote on the German sailing team’s blog in
late August as he underwent painful treat-
ment to scrape the infections off his hips
and legs. “The origin must be the Marina da
Gloria. In the future, we will try to travel to
Rio right before the start of any event, so
that any diseases that show up only occur
when we are already back home.” — AP

Rio Olympic water

badly polluted, 

even far offshore

RIO DE JANEIRO: In this Nov. 5, 2015 photo, workers take a rest on two “eco-boats,” or
garbage-collecting barges, at a canal in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. The barges are a key
part of authorities’ efforts to clean up Rio’s Guanabara Bay before it and other city
waterways host swimming and boating competitions at the 2016 Olympics. — AP

Sixers beat Lakers

to end losing skid

SYDNEY: Bad boys Nick Kyrgios and Bernard
Tomic have matured and turned the corner,
Tennis Australia chief Craig Tiley says, after a sea-
son which will be remembered for all the wrong
reasons.  Both players endured turbulent years
with on and off court controversies, including
brushes with officialdom and the law, overshad-
owing anything they did on court.

Despite being the nation’s top-ranked play-
ers, neither was considered as nominees for the
prestigious Newcombe Medal-which rewards
Australia’s “most outstanding elite tennis player
and ambassador”.  But Tiley said Tennis Australia
had mended its fences with the pair and he

expected them to be on their best behaviour at
their home Grand Slam, the Australian Open,
next month.

“I’d love nothing more than both Bernie and
Nick to have a great 2016, as we all would,” Tiley,
who is also tournament director of the season’s
first major at Melbourne Park, told Wednesday’s
The Australian newspaper.  “There’s no rifts; no
animosity between Tennis Australia and those
two guys. They are making a real go of a profes-
sional tennis career.  “They know what our
expectations are and when they meet them
they get rewarded and if they don’t, they don’t.”
During the past year Tomic clashed with Tennis

Australia and was suspended for a Davis Cup tie.
He was also arrested over a raucous penthouse
party in Miami, while outspoken Kyrgios’s sex
slur at Stan Wawrinka in August sparked sting-
ing criticism from fellow players.

Tiley said he has had conversations with both
players. “We’ve got a good relationship with
both of them, no question,” he said.  “I spent
time with Bernie in the UK when he played
Davis Cup and in my view he is saying all the
right things. They are both different people and
they are both extremely talented. “We’re fortu-
nate in Australia to have them among a group of
good male players. That’s great for us.”  — AFP
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