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KUWAIT: Speaking during a ceremony
held recently to celebrate Thailand’s
National Day, Minister of State for
Housing Affairs Yasser Abul stressed that
Kuwait and Thailand have a very strong
relationship and that Kuwait is always
keen on cementing ties with everybody
in order to bridge the gaps between all
peoples. Meanwhile, Ambassador of
Thailand to Kuwait Prasas Prasasvinitchai

strongly hailed both countries’ relations,
noting that they go back 62 years. He
added that both countries would sign
special agreements soon in education
and investment. He also expressed hope
that Kuwait’s foreign minister would visit
Thailand in March 2016 during the Asian
Dialogue Forum due to be hosted by
Thailand. The ambassador also noted
that a new visa regime would be effec-
tive from November after it is published
in the Thai official gazette. 
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KUWAIT: The ambassadors of ASEAN
member countries gathered yesterday
at the Malaysian Embassy in Kuwait
for the formal handover ceremony of
the chairmanship of the ASEAN
Committee in Kuwait (ACK) from
Malaysia to Laos. The ceremony was
held in the presence of various ambas-
sadors and representatives of GCC
countries, officials from the govern-
ment of Kuwait and Saud Al-Nasser Al-
Sabah Kuwait Diplomatic Institute,
and academicians including guest
speaker Dr Mark Speece, Associate
Professor, American University of
Kuwait. 

The handover was led by
Malaysian Ambassador to Kuwait
Ahmad Rozian Abd Ghani to new
chairman Phouangkeo Langsy,
Ambassador of the People’s
Democratic Republic of Laos. The ACK
was established in May 2011, compris-
ing of Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia,
Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines,
Thailand and Vietnam. The chairman-
ship of ACK follows that of the chair-
manship of ASEAN, and the term lasts
for one year. 

“I am truly honored to have been
given the trust to chair the ACK in my
very first year in Kuwait. The primary
objective of ACK is to maintain and
strengthen relations between ASEAN

and Kuwait. The ACK also serves to
promote awareness on the roles and
functions of ASEAN. Today’s event, we
hope, will lead to better engagement
in the future,” said Ahmad. The ACK
has continued to advance ASEAN
interests in Kuwait and continued to
strengthen inter-ASEAN comradeship
via various joint programs such as the
ASEAN Day, which is celebrated on
August 8 annually, the ASEAN Family
Day and the ASEAN futsal and bowl-
ing tournaments.

Humble beginnings
The Laotian ambassador promised

to continue the leadership ACK has
established. ASEAN began with hum-
ble beginnings in 1967 when it
formed a new association that has
grown to 10 nations today. “We have
stressed community and consensus-
building, over the excesses of individ-
ualism and the seeking of selfish
objectives. Non-violence over con-
frontation. Moderation over extrem-
ism. Showing respect, not just to our
friends but also to our foes. Peace-
seeking and peace-building, instead
of fanning the flames of conflict and
war,” Langsy added. 

The Malaysian ambassador men-
tioned that ASEAN has made a direct
financial difference to hundreds of
millions of people. “The ASEAN free

trade area, or AFTA, has reduced tar-
iffs to zero or near zero. This has
reduced the prices of countless
goods. Without AFTA, our firms would
find it harder to access each other’s
markets. Without ASEAN, unemploy-
ment would be higher. The overall
rate among our ten nations is a com-
paratively low 3.3 percent - which
economists attribute not just to coun-
tries, but to ASEAN attracting sub-
stantial flows of foreign direct invest-
ment. Without ASEAN, our citizens
would not enjoy visa-free travel
through nine out of our ten member
states. Without ASEAN, and the mutu-
al recognition agreements we have
put in place, our professionals would
find it far harder to work in each oth-
er’s countries,” he stressed.

In his acceptance address, Langsy
said he’s ready for the new challenges
and cooperation ahead. “I would like
to assure you that as new chairman for
the year 2016, I will do my best to pro-
mote ACK and to implement our pro-
grams and activities planned for 2016
and to strengthen our ties with Kuwait
and other countries. I will count on
your support constructively during my
chairmanship of ACK,” he noted.  

Dr Speece later presented some
facts regarding ASEAN from the per-
spective of people from outside
ASEAN. 

Malaysia hands over ACK

chairmanship to Laos 

Thai Embassy celebrates

national day

KUWAIT: The traditional unity ASEAN photo-op.

KUWAIT: Minister of State for Housing Affairs Yasser Abul (right) and
Ambassador of Thailand to Kuwait Prasas Prasasvinitchai (center) attend the
ceremony. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: Under the auspices of His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,
the celebration of the Silver Jubilee of the
Martyr’s Office at the Amiri Diwan was held late
Monday. Deputy Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs
and Vice Chairman of the Board of Trustees of
the Martyr’s Office, Sheikh Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah,
represented His Highness the Amir in the event
in which the national anthem was played and
some verses from the Holy Quran were recited.

“The Kuwaiti martyrs sacrificed their souls for
the sake of the homeland raising the words of
His Highness the Amir that Kuwait is the entity
which gathers its citizens and a safe haven for
them,” Sheikh Ali Al-Jarrah said in a speech at the
celebration.

History will immortalize those heroes and
martyrs who will be honored by Almighty Allah
in the hereafter, he added. “On the 25th anniver-
sary of the Iraqi invasion, we pledge to our
brothers, sisters and sons, who had fallen as mar-
tyrs in defense of the homeland, that we will for-
ever remember them and their gallantry,” he
said.

“The martyrs offered sacrifices to make

Kuwait a free and dear homeland in which we
and the coming generations live in peace,” he
noted.  Sheikh Ali said that the martyrs will
remain engraved on “our hearts and the hearts
of our generations”. He stated that His Highness
the Amir is always keen on honoring and immor-
talizing the martyrs. “Our sons have sacrificed
their souls for the sake of their homeland which
is governed by a wise leader who maintains its
security and territorial integrity,” Sheikh Ali con-
cluded.

Meanwhle, Secretary of the Board of Trustees
of the Office of the Martyr Fatma Al-Amir deliv-
ered a speech in which she greeted the atten-
dees. “I highly appreciate all attendees at the fes-
tival which is held under the auspices of His
Highness the Amir, the Humanitarian Leader, on
the occasion of 25th anniversary of founding
Martyr’s Office,” she said.

During the celebration, a short film was pre-
sented on the key achievements of the Martyr’s
Office. At the end of the event, Sheikh Ali Jarrah
honored outstanding sons of martyrs and peo-
ple who contributed to the march of the Martyr’s
Office. — KUNA

Martyr’s office

celebrates silver jubilee

KUWAIT: Following one week of
negotiations in Le Bourget, repre-
sentatives of the 195 member
countries in the UN’s agreement on
climate change, who are currently
taking part in the COP21 confer-
ence held in Paris, initially agreed
on Saturday to draft an internation-
al agreement on fighting global
warming that is due to be officially
signed next week. 

The draft was made in forty
eight pages divided into two parts;
the first with solutions suggested
by diplomats supervising various
work groups taking part in the con-
ference. Notably, the conference
kicked off a week ago with the
attendance of 150 heads of states
and cabinets, including Kuwait’s
Prime Minister His Highness Sheikh
Jaber Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.
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Democratic Republic of Laos.


