
Photo shows a general top view of the flight deck of the USS Theodore Roosevelt aircraft carrier. A series of political spats that erupted in Baghdad over the
past week surrounding foreign forces on Iraqi soil have exposed the increasing weakness of Iraq’s central government and a growing disconnect between
Washington and Baghdad in the US-led coalition’s fight against the Islamic State group.  —AP 

BAGHDAD: Decades of irresponsible arms transfers to Iraq
fuelled the Islamic State group’s firepower and ability to carry out
atrocities on a massive scale, Amnesty International said in a
report published yesterday. The London-based human rights
watchdog called for tougher controls in order to put a stop to the
alarming fallout from the proliferation of weapons in the country.
“The vast and varied weaponry being used by the armed group
calling itself Islamic State is a textbook case of how reckless arms
trading fuels atrocities on a massive scale,” Amnesty researcher
Patrick Wilcken said in a statement.

“Poor regulation and lack of oversight of the immense arms
flows into Iraq going back decades have given IS and other
armed groups a bonanza of unprecedented access to firepower,”
he said. The huge amounts of internationally manufactured
weapons IS seized when it took Iraq’s second city Mosul in June
2014 were used to take over other parts of the country and com-
mit crimes against civilians, the report said. Besides its massive
haul in Mosul, the jihadist organization also captured vast quanti-
ties of military equipment when it seized army and police bases
in Fallujah, Tikrit, Saqlawiya, and Ramadi as well as in Syria.

As Iraq’s security forces battle to recapture Ramadi, the capital
of Anbar province, their task is complicated by IS’ acquisition
when it seized the city in May of what Amnesty said were “more
than 100 armoured fighting vehicles, including dozens of tanks
and armored personnel carriers.” IS has disseminated these wind-
falls across its multiple fronts very effectively, with some
weapons seized in Mosul in use barely two weeks later in an area
of northern Syria some 500 kilometers (310 miles) away. Amnesty
inventoried the weapons IS is confirmed to possess and said the
results “reflects decades of irresponsible arms transfers to Iraq”.

‘Wake-up call’
While IS’ staple remains Russian-designed weapons such as

the Kalashnikov assault rifle, Amnesty found that the group has
been using arms and ammunition from at least 25 countries. In
the small arms category alone, IS’ choice of rifles ranges from the
Iraqi-manufactured Tabuk to the US-made Bushmaster E2S and
also includes the Chinese CQ, the German G36 and the Belgian
FAL among others. The Iraqi army’s stockpile swelled around the
1980-1998 Iraq-Iran war, which the report described as “a seminal

moment in the development of the modern global arms market.”
Iraq was also flooded with weapons after the 2003 US-led inva-
sion and fresh deals reached after the 2011 US pullout are contin-
uing to pour arms into the country. Amnesty said the export
countries-including all five permanent members of the UN
Security Council-were well aware of the risks of transferring arms
to Iraq, where corruption is endemic and control mechanisms
very weak.

“The legacy of arms proliferation and abuse in Iraq and the
surrounding region has already destroyed the lives and liveli-
hoods of millions of people and poses an ongoing threat,”
Wilcken said. “The consequences of reckless arms transfers to
Iraq and Syria and their subsequent capture by IS must be a
wake-up call to arms exporters around the world,” he said. The
rights group called for a complete embargo on Syrian govern-
ment forces, and a “presumption of denial” rule on arms exports
to Iraq conditioning transfers on strict assessments. It also
called for the ratification of the global Arms Trade Treaty by
states that have not already done so, such as the United States,
Russia and China. — AFP 
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BEIJING: A Chinese-language song pur-
portedly released by Islamic State shows
the need for closer global cooperation
against terrorism, China’s Foreign Ministry
said yesterday, as a senior official said the
fight against Islamist militancy had made
progress. China relies on the Middle East
for oil supplies, but tends to leave diplo-
macy there to the other permanent mem-
bers of the UN Security Council, namely
the United States, Britain, France and
Russia. It has urged greater coordination to
fight terrorism after attacks in Mali and
Paris and the downing of a Russian war-
plane by Turkey, but has long said there is
no military solution in Syria, with state
media criticizing the West and Russia for

air strikes there.
Over the weekend, Islamic State’s prop-

aganda arm, Al Hayat media centre,
appears to have put online a recording in
Mandarin that exhorted its “Muslim broth-
ers” to awaken. In the four-minute song
titled “I am Mujahid”, a man chants: “To die
fighting on the battlefield is my dream,”
and “No force can stop our advance”.
Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Hua
Chunying said she could not comment on
whether the recording was issued by
Islamic State, but said it showed that “ter-
rorism is the common enemy of mankind”
and the need to stop extremists using the
Internet.

“In the face of terrorism, no country can

stand on its own, and the international
community should stand closer together
and cooperate to jointly strike against all
forms of terrorism,” Hua told a regular
news briefing yesterday. Chinese Vice
Foreign Minister Cheng Guoping told a
separate briefing Beijing had already
joined in anti-terrorism cooperation with
Washington and Moscow, but gave no
details. “At present, relevant countries have
proactively coordinated and consulted on
their anti-Islamic State actions in Syria and
they have had definite progress on fight-
ing terrorism,” Cheng added. As China’s
economic and business interests abroad
grow, it has increasingly been affected by
the activities of militant groups.

Three Chinese executives were killed in
Mali when Islamist militants stormed a
hotel, and Beijing vowed justice when the
Islamic State killed a Chinese captive in
November. Chinese officials warn that
some Muslim Uighurs, an ethnic group
from the western region of Xinjiang, have
travelled to battlegrounds in Syria and
Iraq. The government says it faces a serious
threat from Islamist militants and sepa-
ratists in energy-rich Xinjiang, where hun-
dreds have died in violence in recent years.
Rights groups, however, doubt that a
cohesive militant Islamist group exists
there, saying the violence stems from pop-
ular anger at Chinese controls on religion
and culture. — Reuters

Reckless arms transfers 
to Iraq ‘fuelled IS crimes’

Human rights watchdog calls for tougher controls

Five injured in blast 
at Moscow bus stop

MOSCOW: Five people were lightly injured when a home-
made explosive detonated at a bus stop in central Moscow,
authorities said yesterday. The device went off Monday
night on Pokrovka Street, a trendy area in central Moscow
dotted with bars and restaurants. “A hooliganism inquiry
has been opened,” Moscow police spokesman Maxim
Kolosvetov said. Preliminary information suggests the
makeshift explosive was thrown either from a car or a near-
by residential building and hurt “several” people, another
Moscow police spokesman, Andrey Galiakberov said. A
spokeswoman for the health department of the Moscow
city hall said separately that four people received medical
attention Monday night and three of them were hospital-
ized. A fifth person turned to the authorities for help and
was hospitalized yesterday, she said. Smashed glass could
be seen at the bus stop and several police cars, fire engines
and an ambulance were at the scene, an AFP correspon-
dent reported from the scene Monday night. 

6 Afghan migrant children 
drown off Turkish waters

ISTANBUL: At least six children died yesterday
when a boat carrying Afghan migrants sank in
Turkish waters while on its way to Greece, local
media reported. The Turkish coastguard recovered
the bodies of the children, including a baby, and
were still looking for two other migrants reported
missing, the official Anatolia news agency said.  The
inflatable dinghy sank in strong winds and high
waves near the town of Cesme in western Izmir
province, Anatolia said. It was apparently heading
for the Greek island of Chios. Eight other migrants,
all wearing life jackets, were rescued, Dogan news
agency said. In a separate incident, the body of
Sajida Ali, a five-year-old migrant girl, washed up on
a beach in Cesme on Monday, Dogan said. The pic-
ture of three-year-old Syrian refugee Aylan Kurdi,
whose body was found washed up on a Turkish
beach in September, horrified the world, pressuring
European leaders to step up their response to the
refugee crisis. 
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Air France flight diverted 
to Montreal after threat

PARIS: An Air France flight from San Francisco to Paris was
diverted to Montreal after an unspecified anonymous
threat, and the passengers landed and disembarked safely
before authorities declared it a false alarm. At least 15 fire
trucks and police cars met Flight 83 at the Montreal air-
port, and Canadian authorities verified the aircraft, pas-
sengers and baggage. Air France tweeted Tuesday: “after a
full security search, false alert confirmed by local authori-
ties following an anonymous threat.” Earlier, the airline had
said the crew decided to divert “as a precautionary meas-
ure.” Air France said an investigation will be carried out
into the origin of the threat, and promised to send passen-
gers safely to their destinations. Spokeswoman Ulli
Gendrot said all passengers were safely off the plane. She
would not elaborate on the nature of the threat. Airlines
around the world face sporadic threats and occasionally
divert planes as a result. 

French troops questioned 
in African child rape case

PARIS: Four French soldiers were questioned yester-
day in an investigation into alleged child rape in
Central African Republic, officials said. It appears to
be the first time anyone has faced judicial question-
ing in the case - at least 19 months after the accusa-
tions first surfaced against French troops who were
sent to protect Central African civilians displaced by
sectarian violence. The disturbing case, long kept
secret from the public, has raised questions about
how international peacekeeping forces handle sus-
pected abuses by their soldiers. One of the four sol-
diers questioned Tuesday has been formally
detained, and the others are still being interrogated
as suspects, according to Paris prosecutor’s office
spokeswoman Agnes Thibault-Lecuivre. No one has
yet been charged in the case, which is being han-
dled by Paris magistrates. 

MOSCOW: Police block off the area after an explosion
occurred at the bus stop on Pokrovka street, just over 1.6
kilometers from Red Square in Moscow yesterday. — AP 

Islamic State song ‘in Mandarin’ worries China

PARIS: Even if the Islamic State group
is one day defeated on its territory, the
world could face an even greater
threat from tens of thousands of bat-
tle-hardened jihadist veterans, experts
have warned. US intelligence services
estimate some 30,000 people have
joined the ranks of IS from around 100
countries, adding to the huge number
that have fought with older Islamic
extremist groups over the decades. In
Afghanistan alone between 1996 and
2001, some 10,000 to 20,000 people
received jihadist training, many under
the guidance of Osama Bin Laden.
After the fall of the Taleban regime,
many of those fighters dispersed
around the world, taking their radical
ideology and knowledge with them.
Officials warn that jihadist veterans
pose a major long-term threat that
Western institutions are ill-equipped to
handle. 

“Just the current wave-of around
250 returning fighters (coming to
France) - is a complicated problem,”
said a senior French counter-terrorist
official, speaking on condition of
anonymity. He said the vast majority
will be tried and imprisoned, and the
rest closely monitored, but the difficul-
ty of finding evidence against return-
ing fighters means many are jailed for
only five to seven years. “That means
that in four or five years, the first will
start leaving prison. The problem will
return,” said the official. “That’s why we
have to prepare now, and see how we
can return these people to society.
Some will be traumatized for years. We
need to think about rehabilitation. It’s a
huge job.”

‘Even worse than IS’
Regardless of current efforts to tar-

get the group with air strikes and
diplomatic efforts in Syria and Iraq, IS
has prepared the ground for years of
global insurgency by gathering so
many people in its self-declared
“caliphate”. Fragmenting or dispersing
the group can have its own terrible
side-effects. “Since only the most bat-
tle-hardened, the most radical will sur-
vive, we will find ourselves with some-
thing even worse than IS,” said Mathieu
Guidere, a radicalization expert at the
University of Toulouse. 

“Don’t forget: we thought we had
eliminated Al-Qaeda by killing bin
Laden, but the fragmentation of Al-
Qaeda led to something worse.” Faced
with the slow-moving institutions of
the European Union and other Western
countries, “we risk always being one
step behind in the war,” added Guidere.
“Jihadists know perfectly how to adapt
to new conditions. They will create new
structures and forms of action adapted
to their environment, and become
increasingly difficult to combat.” In its
own territory, attacks on IS are also like-
ly to worsen the violence against civil-
ians in their immediate region, at least
in the short term. “If there is a percep-
tion that the local population is assist-
ing the recapture of territory from the
group, then there is absolutely a risk
that the group will become more
vicious,” said Matthew Henman, head
of IHS Jane’s Terrorism and Insurgency
Centre in London. “Targeting civilians is
also a good way of undermining securi-
ty and stability after the recapture of
territory-highlighting that the govern-
ment still can’t protect civilians,”
Henman added. “There might also be
an increasing effort to send foreign
fighters back to their countries for
reprisal operations.” — AFP 

Train accidents kill 14 in 
east and northern India

PATNA: Two train accidents in eastern and northern India
have claimed at least 14 lives, officials said yesterday. A
speeding train rammed into an SUV at an unmanned rail-
road crossing in eastern India, killing all 13 people in the
vehicle, said SN Pradhan, a top police officer. The SUV was
crossing the railroad track in Jharkhand state when it was
hit by the passenger train late Monday night, Pradhan said.
The dead included five children. Pradhan said police were
investigating claims by witnesses that a tire from the SUV
became stuck in the track, and that the vehicle was struck
before people could climb out. In a separate railway acci-
dent near the Indian capital, two trains collided, killing the
driver of one of the trains. Neeraj Sharma, a railways
spokesman, said at least 50 people were injured in the acci-
dent, which occurred 60 kilometers south of New Delhi.
Reduced visibility caused by pollution and the onset of
winter may have contributed to the accident, Sharma said.
India operates one of the world’s largest railroad networks,
with about 23 million passengers traveling by train every
day, but safety standards on the massive state-run railway
network are a concern. 

Yemen factions agree to truce 
during UN-backed peace talks

ADEN: Yemen’s government said
yesterday that the country’s war-
ring sides are preparing to observe
a week-long truce from December
15 while UN-mediated peace talks
take place in Switzerland. The
United Nations has tried to bring
pro-government forces and Iran-
backed rebels to the table for
months to end a war that has killed
thousands and plunged the impov-
erished nation into a profound
humanitarian crisis. “An agreement
on a ceasefire between the govern-
ment and the putschists should
enter into force on December 15
with the start of negotiations,”
Foreign Minister Abdel Malak Al-
Mekhlafi said. 

UN envoy Ismail Ould Cheikh
Ahmed said on Monday that a swift
halt to the fighting-which has dra-
matically escalated since a Saudi-
led coalition began bombarding
insurgents in March-was imperative
for those caught up in the conflict.
Ould Cheikh Ahmed told reporters
that three delegations would take
part in talks likely to be held outside
Geneva and which will last “as long
as it takes”. Talks will focus on four
main areas, including the terms for
a permanent ceasefire and the
withdrawal of armed groups from
the areas under their control. 

Confidence-building measures
will be another area of dialogue,
including broadening humanitari-
an access in the country where aid
workers have been killed and kid-
napped.  Delegates will finally try
to hammer out a political future for
Yemen, a country plunged into
worsening chaos since the insur-
gents overran the capital Sanaa
and expanded south, forcing the

government to flee to Saudi Arabia
before it returned to second city
Aden last month. The delegations
will include representatives of
President Abedrabbo Mansour
Hadi’s government, the Houthi
rebels and officials from the
General People’s Congress (GPC),
who are loyalists of former presi-
dent Ali Abdullah Saleh. Though
not formally aligned, some GPC
members have expressed support
for the Houthis. 

Truce ‘could be extended’
A source in Hadi’s cabinet said

the truce would last seven days, as
specified in a letter sent by Hadi to
the UN Security Council. The agree-
ment reached ahead of talks calls
on the rebels to “lift the seige of
towns, allow the entry of humani-
tarian aid and free military and
political detainees,” the source said,
adding that the truce “will be
supervised by the UN and could be

extended if respected by the
(rebels)”. There was no immediate
confirmation from the rebels that
they would abide by a ceasefire,
but Ould Cheikh Ahmed has said
he is certain that the Iran-backed
Houthis will show up for talks. The
UN envoy said Riyadh has prom-
ised to observe the ceasefire and
pause its aerial assault on rebel
positions during talks. “By respect-
ing the ceasefire, the Houthis could
signal their good intentions to
move forward on implementing
(UN Security Council) Resolution
2216” calling on rebels to withdraw
from territory they seized, the cabi-
net source said. The truce
announcement followed the killing
Sunday of the governor of Aden,
Jaafar Saad, in an attack claimed by
the Islamic State jihadist group,
which has threatened further vio-
lence. Jihadist groups have exploit-
ed the conflict by making sweep-
ing gains. — AFP 

Jihadist veterans pose 
a generational threat 

ADEN: Yemeni government’s security forces stand guard during
the funeral of Aden’s governor Jaafar Saad in Yemen’s second
city yesterday. — AFP 


