
LONDONL: England’s Henry Slade will miss the Six Nations after Exeter
announced yesterday that he will be out for around four months after
sustaining a broken leg and ankle damage. The 22-year-old centre was
stretchered off during his side’s 41-27 Premiership victory at Wasps on
Saturday following a tackle by opposing winger Sailosi Tagicakibau. He
had a plate and wiring inserted into his leg on Sunday during what
head coach Rob Baxter described as a “pretty major opera-
tion”. “The reality is it is a decent injury, so you would
normally talk around four months for an injury like this,”
Baxter said in comments published on the Exeter web-
site. “That can change relatively significantly both
ways, though, depending on a number of factors.
We are certainly not pencilling in any date for
Henry’s return because we know it is long-term.
“We will start talking about a return date in
eight to 10 weeks’ time when we know a bit
more. It will take a bit of time though, and a
lengthy rehab process.” —AFP
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SINGAPORE: Singapore late yesterday surpassed the world
record for most rugby passes in an hour as part of activities
before it hosts a leg of the World Rugby Sevens Series next year,
organisers said. Twenty-one national players completed 4,002
passes during the time period, beating the Guinness Book
world record of 2,336 set by Maccabi GB junior team in England
in 2013, Singapore Rugby said in a statement. The rules call for
players, standing at least 5.0 yards (4.6 metres) apart, not to
drop the ball during the entire hour, and every pass must be a
standard rugby pass. The record-breaking attempt was part of a
daylong carnival to drum up support for Singapore’s hosting of
the eighth leg of the World Rugby Sevens series on April 16 and
17 at the city-state’s National Stadium, the organisers said. The
series kicked off in Dubai earlier this month and will go to South
Africa, New Zealand, Australia, the United States, Canada and
Hong Kong before coming to Singapore. France and England
host the final two legs. — AFP
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LONDON: Jack Grealish has returned to first-team training at Aston Villa after
being dropped on disciplinary grounds, manager Remi Garde revealed yesterday.
The 20-year-old playmaker was forced to train with Villa’s under-21 squad after
being pictured in a nightclub after last month’s 4-0 defeat at Everton, but Garde
has now ended his period of exile. “Jack is back with the group now,” Garde told in-
house television station AVTV. “I am pleased to have him back because he’s an

important player for the group. “I am also pleased regarding how Jack
trained over the past two weeks with the under-21s. Jack is back. I

am happy for that, and for the team.” Garde had previously
described Grealish’s behaviour as “not of the professional stan-
dard that I expect from my players”. Grealish has become recur-
ring fodder for Britain’s tabloid newspapers since bursting onto
the scene with Villa last season. He was pictured lying on his back

in the street, apparently asleep, following a night out on
the Spanish island of Tenerife and has also been caught

inhaling nitrous oxide, otherwise known as laughing
gas. Villa have drawn two and lost two in the Premier
League since Garde’s appointment as the successor

to Tim Sherwood, leaving them seven points adrift of
safety at the foot of the table. — AFP
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KUWAIT: Kuwait Champions Challenge
yesterday announced Omar Abdulrahman
to play in the Kuwaiti all-star team against
the Football Champions Tour team on
Friday, December 18 at Jaber Al-Ahmad
International Stadium in the State of
Kuwait.  Omar Abdulrahman wil l  join
Aboutrika in the Kuwaiti all-star team. 

Ronaldinho, Scholes,  Pires,  Puyol,
Zambrotta,  Del Piero,  Figo,  Salgado,
Shevchenko, Nesta Deco, James, Gerrard,
Carragher,  Pir lo and Lehmann were
announced as par t of the Football
Champions Tour team.

The Football Champions Tour team will
be managed by Carlo Ancelotti, the only
manager to have won the UEFA
Champions League three times and
reached four finals, regarded as one the
best most successful managers of all time. 

The Football Champions Tour team will
play against a team of Kuwaiti all-star play-
ers who will be chosen by the people in
Kuwait themselves. 

Votes for players joining the Kuwaiti all-
star team closed on Monday night. The
Kuwaiti all-star team will be announced lat-
er. The team will be managed by renowned
Kuwaiti coach, Mohammed Ibrahim. 

The referee of the Kuwait Champions
Challenge will be Pierluigi Collina, the
Italian football referee widely considered
the best referee of his generation, having
been named FIFA’s “Best Referee of the
Year” six consecutive times. 

Meanwhile, the Jaber Stadium celebra-
tion countdown began, which is being
held under the patronage of HH the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,
and participation of world soccer legends
on Dec 18, while the organizing committee
is racing with time to remove all obstacles
to ensure the success of this event.

Tickets were put out through the official
site of the event and at the Public
Authority for Sports, as tickets will be avail-
able everyday except on Friday. Tickets will
also be available at clubs except on Friday

also. The clubs are Salmiya, Arabi, Kuwait,
Fahaheel, Kazima and Jahra from 5 pm
until 9 pm.

Meanwhile Kuwaiti coach Mohammad
Ibrahim will lead Kuwait stars, as Italy’s
Ancelotti will  lead the world legends.
Egypt’s Mohammad Abotroika will partici-
pate in the event along with UAE’s Amouri
who will be with the Kuwait team. Kuwait’s
Club current manager former national
team and Qadisiya club manager
Mohammad Ibrahim, nick named the gen-
eral  said he was ver y happy to lead
Kuwait’s team in this historical event. He
thanked the organizing committee for
selecting him to lead Kuwaiti stars and
considered it as a “big honor.”

The football challenge will be preceded
by an opening ceremony, including a con-
cert bringing Kuwaiti and Arab singers
together to perform for over 60 thousand
spectators at the Jaber Al-Ahmad
International Stadium. The ceremony will
also include a fireworks show. 
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LAUSANNE: International Olympic Committee
President Thomas Bach called for renewed efforts
yesterday to combat corruption and doping, say-
ing recent scandals are undermining the credibili-
ty of sports and unfairly casting suspicion on mil-
lions of clean athletes.

Bach called on all sports organizations to fol-
low rules of “good governance” to prevent the
type of corruption cases that have rocked the
global governing bodies of soccer and track and
field.

In an op-ed piece published in several newspa-
pers around the world, Bach did not specifically
name the scandals enveloping FIFA, the IAAF and
Russia’s track and field program, but the refer-
ences were clear and unmistakable.

His comments came as the IOC executive
board discussed issues of ethics and governance
on the first day of a three-day meeting in
Lausanne.

“As an Olympic medalist, recent developments
in some sports are particularly upsetting,” said
Bach, a former fencer. “What saddens me most as
a former athlete is that they erode the trust in the
clean athlete.” “For their sake and the credibility of
sports competitions, they have to be protected
from doping and corrupting influences,” Bach
added.

Bach has repeatedly distanced the IOC from
the scandal at FIFA that has led to a wave of
arrests and indictments of dozens of soccer and
marketing officials on racketeering charges and
the suspensions of FIFA President Sepp Blatter
and UEFA head Michel Platini. Blatter is a former
IOC member.

“Fighting corruption means that good gover-
nance for sports organizations is essential,” Bach
said. The IOC went through its own major corrup-
tion scandal in the late 1990s, with 10 members
ousted for receiving cash and other favors during
Salt Lake City’s winning bid for the 2002 Winter
Games.

Worst side-effect
Bach said the IOC now has audited financial

reports, term and age limits for all members, and
independent audit and ethics commissions. “We
have called on and we expect all sports organiza-
tions to follow this route,” he said.

In a damning report released last month, a
World Anti-Doping Agency panel alleged wide-
spread, state-sponsored doping in Russia’s track
and field program. The IAAF responded by sus-
pending the Russian federation, a sanction that
could keep the country’s track and field athletes
out of next year’s Olympics in Rio de Janeiro
unless credible reforms are enacted in time.

Kenyan athletes are also under scrutiny after a
series of drug scandals. And three senior Kenyan
athletics federation officials were suspended over
accusations they subverted the nation’s anti-dop-
ing system and siphoned money from Nike.

Because of all the scandals, clean athletes “see
the finger of suspicion pointing at them,” a situa-
tion akin to “the very worst side-effect of doping,”
Bach said. The IAAF itself was caught up in scandal
when its former president, Lamine Diack, was
arrested and charged by French authorities with
corruption and money-laundering, stemming
from allegations that he took money to cover up
positive tests in Russia. The IAAF’s former anti-
doping manager was also among those arrested.

Olympic leaders recently decided that drug-
testing should be taken out of the hands of sports
organizations to make the system more inde-
pendent and credible. The IOC has asked WADA to
take over testing on a global level, and for the
Court of Arbitration for Sport to handle all drug
sanctions.

Bach urged governments, which provide 50
percent of WADA’s funding, to ensure their coun-
tries are fully compliant with global anti-doping
rules and to crack down on dealers and corrupt
doctors and coaches “with the full force of the
law.” — AP
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PRETORIA: Oscar Pistorius, who mur-
dered his girlfriend Reeva Steenkamp
on Valentine’s Day 2013, was granted
bail yesterday and has the freedom of
South Africa’s capital Pretoria as he
waits to appeal his conviction in April.

The Paralympic champion, nick-
named “Blade Runner” because of the
prosthetic legs he uses to race, was
granted bail of 10,000 rand ($686), after
spending the last two months under
house arrest at his uncle’s home in a
wealthy Pretoria suburb.

Pistorius had been meant to serve

the rest of a five-year sentence there but
the Supreme Court upgraded the 29-
year-old’s conviction to murder from
culpable homicide last week.  He will
appear in court on April 18 to give an
update on his appeal at the constitu-
tional court.

He faces a minimum 15-year sen-
tence for shooting Steenkamp in a case
that has fascinated and divided South
Africa, a country beset by high levels of
violent crime.

Rights groups say the white track star
has received preferential treatment. On

Tuesday, South African High Court
Judge Aubrey Ledwaba said Pistorius
could leave the house between 7 a.m.
(0500 GMT)and noon and, with permis-
sion from the authorities, travel within a
radius of 20km (12 miles).

Pistorius has been ordered to hand in
his passport and wear an electronic tag.
When he was arrested in 2013, Pistorius
had to set aside bail of 1 million rand,
but yesterday he argued for a reduced
amount, saying his means had dimin-
ished. “I have lost all my assets and only
possess my personal assets,” he said in
his written bail application.

“I have no income, but will continue
to seek employment ...  It was difficult to
obtain employment due to my convic-
tion and correctional supervision condi-
tions.”

Pistorius lost millions of dollars in
endorsements and sponsorships, after
reaching the pinnacle of his fame in
London 2012 when he became the first
double amputee to run in the Olympics,
reaching the 400-metres semi-finals.

Pistoruis, who also said in his applica-
tion that he had enrolled in a correspon-
dence course for a degree at the
London School of Economics, was
dressed in a black suit and tie and
appeared calm during the proceedings.

There was no immediate comment
from Steenkamp’s family.  Barry
Steenkamp, Reeva’s father, welcomed
the murder conviction last week, saying
“it was a fair decision”.

Pistorius’ lawyer Barry Roux said the
appeal would cite grounds including
the appeal court reconsidering a trial
court finding that Pistorius felt his and
Steenkamp’s life were in danger when
he fired the shots. — Reuters
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PRETORIA: Oscar Pistorius, center, leaves a courtroom of the High Court in
Pretoria, South Africa, yesterday. Judge Aubrey Ledwaba granted Pistorius
bail and extended his house arrest for the murder conviction of his girlfriend
Reeva Steenkamp until April 18 2016. — AP


