
LANDOVER: Sure was ugly, devoid of any style
points or many scoreboard points until the final
1 1/2 minutes. Perhaps fittingly, a fumbled punt
return by Washington’s DeSean Jackson deep in
his own territory led to Dallas’ only touchdown.

Dez Bryant’s sideline pouting aside, the
receiver and the Cowboys will gladly accept the
victory, because it means they’re somehow still
in the thick of the playoff chase in the woeful
NFC East. With a wild finish capping an other-
wise dull game filled with turnovers, punts and
penalties, the Cowboys edged the Redskins 19-
16 on Dan Bailey’s 54-yard field goal with 9 sec-
onds left Monday night.

After combining to score 18 points in the
first 58 1/2 minutes, the teams combined for 17
the frenzied rest of the way. Dallas scored the
game’s first TD with 74 seconds remaining to
lead 16-9 after recovering Jackson’s miscue on
an ill-advised return, Washington tied it on
Jackson’s 28-yard TD catch, and then Bailey hit
the go-ahead kick.

The last-place Cowboys (4-8) won for the
first time this season without Tony Romo at
quarterback, and made quite a jumble of their
division. They are only one game behind the

Redskins, New York Giants and Philadelphia
Eagles, who are all 5-7.

Washington had won its past five home
games, but this loss continued a pattern: The
Redskins have not won in consecutive weeks all
season. With the score knotted at 9-9, Jackson -
who hadn’t been used as a punt returner this
season until last week - caught the kick at his
16, began running up the field and got past the
20, before reversing course and heading back-
ward all the way to the 1. As he again tried to
move forward, Jackson was surrounded and the
ball popped out, recovered by punter Chris
Jones at the 15 with 86 seconds remaining.

PERFECT PASS
Dallas needed only two plays to cash in,

jumping in front on Darren McFadden’s 6-yard
touchdown run. A 41-yard kickoff return plus a
15-yard facemask penalty on J.J. Wilcox set the
Redskins up at Dallas’ 43, and four plays later,
Jackson hauled in a perfect pass from Kirk
Cousins in the back corner of the end zone to
pull even with 44 seconds to go.

That left enough time for Matt Cassel - previ-
ously 0-4 as a starter in place of the injured

Romo this season - to take Dallas 20 yards in
five plays for Bailey’s fourth field goal of the
evening. Washington’s Dustin Hopkins made
three kicks but missed one from 43 yards with
about 7 1/2 minutes remaining.

The teams combined for 16 penalties for 144
yards, along with 10 punts, seven in the first
quarter alone. Dallas lost three fumbles, includ-
ing two by McFadden in his team’s own territo-
ry, but that trio of turnovers led to only three
points for Washington.

Both QBs were mediocre, with Cousins going
22 for 31 for 219 yards, the one TD and zero
interceptions,  mark ing the f irst  t ime
Washington has lost this season when he avoid-
ed throwing a pick.  Cassel finished 16 for 29 for
222 yards, with several of his throws landing
nowhere near teammates.

Bryant was yelling and cursing and generally
carrying on along the Cowboys’ sideline in the
first half, apparently upset about not being
thrown the ball. By halftime, he had zero catch-
es and had been targeted twice.

He finished with three receptions for 62
yards, including a diving 42-yard grab that led
to - what else? - a field goal. — AP
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LANDOVER: Dallas Cowboys free safety J.J. Wilcox (27) pulls down Washington Redskins running back Chris Thompson (25) during the second half of an NFL football game in Landover, Md., Monday. —  AP

Cowboys top Redskins 19-16 on Bailey’s goal

American Football Conference
AFC East

W L T OTL PF PA PCT 
New England 10 2 0 1 375 247 .833   
NY Jets 7 5 0 0 295 248 .583   
Buffalo 6 6 0 0 296 278 .500   
Miami 5 7 0 0 240 300 .417   

AFC North
Cincinnati 10 2 0 0 334 196 .833   
Pittsburgh 7 5 0 1 311 240 .583   
Baltimore 4 8 0 1 272 291 .333   
Cleveland 2 10 0 1 216 347 .167   

AFC South
Indianapolis 6 6 0 1 259 305 .500   
Houston 6 6 0 0 253 264 .500   
Jacksonville 4 8 0 1 275 341 .333   
Tennessee 3 9 0 0 245 296 .250   

AFC West
Denver 10 2 0 0 269 210 .833   
Kansas City 7 5 0 0 321 240 .583   
Oakland 5 7 0 0 284 314 .417   
San Diego 3 9 0 0 247 324 .250   

National Football Conference
NFC East

Washington 5 7 0 1 257 286 .417   
Philadelphia 5 7 0 0 278 302 .417   
NY Giants 5 7 0 1 307 296 .417   
Dallas 4 8 0 2 223 277 .333

NFC North
Green Bay 8 4 0 0 289 238 .667   
Minnesota 8 4 0 0 238 232 .667   
Chicago 5 7 0 2 251 290 .417   
Detroit 4 8 0 0 253 315 .333   

NFC South
Carolina 12 0 0 0 373 243 1.000  
Tampa Bay 6 6 0 0 271 298 .500   
Atlanta 6 6 0 1 279 257 .500   
New Orleans 4 8 0 1 299 380 .333   

NFC West
Arizona 10 2 0 0 382 232 .833   
Seattle 7 5 0 2 305 229 .583   
St. Louis 4 8 0 1 189 257 .333   
San Francisco 4 8 0 0 178 291 .333   

NFL result/standings

Dallas 19, Washington 16.

Leicester can 
win title if they

boost squad 
LONDON: Leicester City could win the Premier League this
season if the club’s owners back their manager with funds in
the January transfer window, former Manchester United
manager Alex Ferguson has said.

The Foxes are two points clear of Arsenal at the top of the
division with more than a third of the season gone, and
Ferguson urged the management to add to their “limited”
squad. “What is the manager Claudio Ranieri saying to the
owners?  Because if I were him I’d want an investment in
January because this is a big opportunity,” Ferguson told the
Daily Telegraph. “They (Leicester) could win the league the
way they are playing at the moment and they have goals in
their team. “At the moment, he (Ranieri) can pick the same
team because he has a limited squad and is doing very well.

“But if he wants to win the league, I think he should add
to it. And I think there may be a great chance.” The Foxes
have a tough run of fixtures against Chelsea, Everton,
Liverpool and Manchester City before the transfer window
opens, and Ferguson questioned whether the squad has the
depth to be fighting for the title at the end of the season.

“For a small club historically like Leicester City, they have
a challenge. How far can they go with this present squad,
can they last the whole season?” he said.

“This is a team with fantastic vitality, speed, energy...  but,
the question is, how long will it last? Have they the resources
to continue throughout the season?” —  Reuters

LAUSANNE:  Suspended UEFA President Michel
Platini arrived at the Court of Arbitration for Sport
yesterday pledging to “tell the truth, only the truth” as
he appeals against a 90-day ban from FIFA.

Platini hopes sport’s highest court will freeze the
ban by Friday, which would allow the Frenchman to
resume campaigning for the FIFA presidency ahead of
the Feb. 26 election. It would also allow him to attend
the 2016 European Championship draw on Saturday
in Paris. The CAS panel judging Platini’s appeal must
decide whether a ban from duty pending a full ethics
investigation was an excessive sanction. Platini was
the clear favorite to succeed Sepp Blatter as FIFA pres-
ident until they were quizzed by Swiss authorities on
Sept. 25 over an alleged “disloyal payment” of $2 mil-
lion to the Frenchman from FIFA in 2011.

“I want to tell (the judges) more than what I told
you (the media),” Platini said, smiling for reporters as
he entered the court building. Platini and Blatter face
possible life bans when they appear before the FIFA
ethics committee at the governing body’s headquar-
ters in Zurich next week.

The case centers on the payment and timing of the
$2 million that Blatter approved should be paid to
Platini in 2011 as backdated salary. Platini was a presi-
dential adviser to Blatter from 1998-2002.Both deny

wrongdoing, but acknowledge there was only a ver-
bal agreement which they say is valid under Swiss
law. Still, FIFA was not required to pay Platini when
more than five years elapsed since the work was com-
pleted. The timing of the payment, which was not dis-
closed to the FIFA and UEFA executive committees,
also raised suspicion. It came as Blatter was preparing
for a presidential election challenge by Mohamed bin
Hammam of Qatar. During the campaign, Bin
Hammam acknowledged he was ready to discuss a
power-sharing deal with Platini as a condition of
securing European votes.

Platini-led UEFA urged its voting members weeks
before the June 2011 election to side with Blatter,
who was elected unopposed when Bin Hammam was
implicated in a bribery scandal.

Platini could return to CAS in January if the FIFA
ethics committee sanctions him for offenses ranging
from bribery and conflicts of interest to breaching
confidentiality rules. 

Platini has been discussing details of the case in
media interviews and appeared to continue some
UEFA duties. The ethics panel has said it hopes to
return verdicts on Platini and Blatter before
Christmas. Blatter has not yet appealed his provisional
ban at CAS. — AP

Platini pledges to 
tell ‘only the truth’ 

LAUSANNE: UEFA president and FIFA vice president Michel Platini
speaks to the press as he arrives at the Court of Arbitration for Sport
(CAS) to appeal against a 90-day suspension in Lausanne yesterday.
The appeal is part of a new campaign by Platini to get back into the
election for a new FIFA leader on February 26. — AFP


