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Members of California rock band Eagles of Death Metal
yesterday  revisited  the ravaged Paris theater where
they survived a massacre by Islamic extremist suicide

bombers. Solemn and silent, they came to the now-shuttered
Bataclan theater in eastern Paris, whose facade has become a
shrine to the at least 89 people killed inside. Band members
laid flowers at the site under a persistent December rain, some
embracing as they stared at the wreaths, notes and banners

heaped in mourning and tribute.
Singer Jesse Hughes covered his face with emotion as he

paced pack and forth. Drummer Julian Dorio wiped away
tears. The band members escaped the carnage by hiding in a
dressing room. Co-founder Hughes said in an emotional inter-
view with Vice and HBO that he wants the group to return
there when the concert venue reopens. The band made a sur-
prise return to Paris and performed with U2 on Monday night,

their first on-stage appearance since the Nov 13 attacks,
which killed 130 people overall and terrified the country.

U2 were playing the last of four concerts in Paris, two of
which had been postponed when France announced a state
of emergency following the attacks. U2 frontman Bono told
the audience they said he wanted to introduce “some people
whose lives will forever be a part of this city of Paris. These are
our brothers. Our fellow troubadours. They were robbed of

their stage three weeks ago, and we would like to offer them
ours tonight.” The two bands then played the Patti Smith song
“People Have the Power.” Hughes told U2 and the crowd, “We
love you too, so much for giving us this opportunity. I look
around and what do I see, nos amis, our friends. I love you
guys so hard, and I will never stop rocking and rolling.”-AP

This handout picture released by LIVENATION shows U2 frontman Bono (third left) and Jesse Hughes (fourth left) of the Eagles of Death Metal perform-
ing with their bands at the packed 16,000-seat AccorHotels Arena in Paris. — AFP

This handout picture taken by Danny North and released by LIVENATION shows U2 gui-
tarist The Edge (left) and Matt McJunkins, touring bassist for Eagles of Death Metal, dur-
ing a performance with their bands.

Eagles of Death Metal members revisit Paris attack site

Hello? MTV is out with its list of 2015’s top musical
artists, and Adele only made it to No 7 despite selling
more than twice as many albums as anyone else this

year. Fetty Wap, whose songs “Trap Queen” and “My Way”
established him as a rapper to watch, was named top artist.
Drake’s booty call groove, “Hotline Bling,” was chosen by the
network’s staff as the best song of the year.

Besides Fetty Wap, MTV judged Taylor Swift, Drake, The
Weeknd, Justin Bieber and Kendrick Lamar above Adele for
best artist. Adele sold nearly 4.5 million copies of her new
album, “25,” in the US in just two weeks. The No 2 album in
sales, Swift’s “1984,” has sold just under 1.8  million copies for
all of 2015, the Nielsen company said. “There’s a strong argu-
ment that (Adele) could be No. 1 and we welcome that back-
and-forth,” said Eric Ditzian, MTV’s senior news director. “We
wanted to take into context all of 2015.”

Adele’s new disc was released Nov 20, with the “Hello” sin-
gle out a month earlier. Besides sales, MTV considers streams,
impact on pop culture and an artist’s contact with fans

through social media in its decision. Adele is relatively low key
in social media and, thus far, hasn’t made songs from “25”
available for streaming through sources like Spotify. Fetty Wap
“just absolutely came out of nowhere and blew us away,”
Ditzian said. MTV is impressed with how the rapper, born
Willie Maxwell in Paterson, New Jersey, wasn’t held back by a
disability. Fetty Wap lost his left eye to glaucoma as a young-
ster.

Adele’s “Hello” was everywhere for the past month, but
ranked No 2 to Drake for best song. “Hotline Bling” was
“inescapable in a very good way,” Ditzian said. Rounding out
MTV’s Top Five best songs were “Can’t Feel My Face” by The
Weeknd, Lamar’s “Alright” and “Shut Up & Dance” by Walk the
Moon. MTV said the best movies of 2015 were “Furious 7,”
“Straight Outta Compton” and “Dope.” Gigi Gorgeous was
MTV’s first-ever social media star of the year. — AP

Queen Latifah has landed a lead role in Lee Daniels’ untitled
music project at Fox, which was formerly titled “Star,”
Variety has learned. Three more regulars-all relative new-

comers-have also been cast. The Untitled Lee Daniels Music Pilot
goes into production this month in Atlanta, and while the poten-
tial series has only been ordered to pilot at this point, Queen
Latifah’s star power, combined with Daniels’ “Empire” track record
at Fox, makes the project a strong contender for the 2016-17 tele-
vision season.

The pilot revolves around three young women, who form a girl
group with hopes of making it big in the music industry. The proj-
ect has been described in the vein of “Dreamgirls,” while incorpo-
rating the manufacturing of modern-day girl groups, showcasing
the allure and heartache of the cut-throat music scene, and
exploring cultural themes from a new perspective. Queen Latifah
will anchor the young cast, playing Carlotta, the owner of an
Atlanta beauty salon who has an amazing voice and becomes a
surrogate mother to the three girls in the group, even though she
doesn’t approve of their musical dreams.

Following a nationwide casting call, actress and singers Jude
Demorest, Ryan Destiny and Brittany O’Grady have been cast as
the leading girl group members. Demorest (“Dallas,” “The Middle”),
from Detroit, has landed the role of Star, the tough 18-year-old
who spent her childhood in and out of foster homes after the
death of her mother, and who will do anything to become the star
she was named to be; Destiny (“Low Winter Sun”), also from
Detroit, has been cast as Alexandra, the wealthy 20-year-old who
grew up on New York’s Upper East Side, but who, for years, has
tried to put her privileged world behind her, so she can make real,
authentic music; and O’Grady (“The Messengers”), from
Washington, DC, will play Simone, Star’s younger sister who
dreams of the day Star will return to rescue her from the abusive
foster home in which she was placed five years before.

In addition to the lead trio, TMZ reports that transgender mod-
el Amiyah Scott-who was in contention to be a “Real Housewives
of Atlanta” cast member-has also joined Lee Daniels’ project,
though the site incorrectly reported the pilot is an “Empire” spin-
off. Fox declined to comment on Scott’s character details.

Untitled pilot
Hailing from the “Empire” co-creator, Daniels’ untitled project is

not an “Empire” spinoff or directly related to the hit Fox series,

despite conflicting reports. But, similarly to “Empire,” the Queen
Latifah-starrer is a primetime soap opera set in the world of music,
and Fox boss Dana Walden hasn’t ruled out crossover episodes,
should it go to series. “It is modern-day music in Atlanta and
‘Empire’ is modern-day music business in New York. It’s not incon-
ceivable that the two shows can cross,” Walden said when the pilot
was announced. However, while not officially in development,
Daniels has discussed the possibility of a separate “Empire” spinoff,
and has thrown around the idea of a show revolving around
young Cookie’s life, following the early days of the character made
famous by Taraji P Henson.

Recently, “Empire” showrunner Ilene Chaiken told Variety that
there is no spinoff in the works, but she did allude to the possibili-
ty brought up by Daniels, saying, “In our world, there may well be
storylines and characters that we can spin off, but that’s not what
we are focused on right now, and nothing official or concrete is
happening with regards to it.” Produced by 20th Century Fox
Television, the untitled pilot is the first to emerge from Daniels’
overall multi-year deal with the studio. The “Empire” co-creator will
write, direct and exec produce the pilot, while Tom Donaghy will
also serve as writer and exec producer. Pamela Oas Williams (“Lee
Daniels’ The Butler”) and Effie Brown (“Dear White People”) are
also exec producers. — Reuters

Queen Latifah lands lead role 
in Lee Daniels’ Fox music pilot

Fetty Wap performs at the Hot 97’s ‘Busta Rhymes & Friends: Hot For The
Holidays’ at the Prudential Center on Saturday, Dec 5, 2015, in Newark, NJ. 

In this Sunday, June 28, 2015, file photo, Kendrick Lamar per-
forms at the BET Awards at the Microsoft Theater in Los
Angeles. 

In this Sunday, Nov  22, 2015 file photo, The Weekend per-
forms at the American Music Awards at the Microsoft
Theater, in Los Angeles.

In this Friday, July 10, 2015, file photo,
singer Taylor Swift performs during her
‘1989’ world tour at MetLife Stadium in
East Rutherford, NJ. — AP photos

MTV’s list of top musical 
artists has Adele at No 7

And the Kimye baby’s 
name is ... Saint West
And the baby de jour ’s name is ...  Saint West. Kim

Kardashian West and hubby Kanye announced the
name of their new boy via Twitter and her app. North’s

sibling was born Saturday, weighing in at 8 pounds, 1 ounce.
Saint is in fine company. His cousins include Reign Aston
Disick. Kardashian West has tracked her pregnancy online for
her 37 million Twitter followers, posting an image late Friday
of her bare belly with the caption, “Ready whenever you are
lol.” North was born in 2013. Kardashian, 35, and West, 38, were
married last year in Florence, Italy, in a gala ceremony filmed for
E!’s “Keeping Up With the Kardashians.” West proposed to his
bride in October 2013, renting out San Francisco’s AT&T Park for
the occasion. — AP

In this Monday, June 1, 2015, file photo, Kim Kardashian, left,
and Kanye West arrive at the 2015 CFDA Fashion Awards at
Alice Tully Hall, Lincoln Center, in New York. — AP

Katie Holmes sings, dances and is even making her direc-
torial debut, but the actress admits she’s not much of an
art collector and was eager to explore Art Basel Miami

Beach for the first time. Holmes walked the red carpet for a
party toasting her Ocean Drive magazine cover at a private
home on South Beach on Friday night. “I really appreciate art,”
said Holmes, who said she follows Jose Parla on Instagram and
is friends with the photographer who goes by JR. She’s also a
fan of Cy Twombly. “I have a toe in the art world.”

She also enjoys painting with Suri, her 9-year-old daughter
with ex-husband Tom Cruise, but says dismissively “it’s just a
hobby. We just have fun.” Holmes, who wore a red Azzedine
Alaia dress and Manolo Blahnik heels, was among dozens of
celebrities who descended on the prestigious art fair this
week, including rocker Lenny Kravitz, who unveiled a photo
exhibit, Alicia Keys, Eva Longoria, Ricky Martin and Leonardo
DiCaprio. In February, Holmes will star in the upcoming movie
“Touched With Fire” produced by Spike Lee.

“It’s a love story between two people that are afflicted with
bipolar disorder so it was an undertaking ...Christine Lahti
played my mother, which was incredible.” She’ll also reprise
her role as Jacqueline Kennedy and take a turn directing in
the Reelz Channel miniseries “The Kennedys: After Camelot.”
Greg Kinnear starred as President Kennedy in the 2011 minis-
eries “The Kennedys.” “Hopefully you just get better every time
you do it,” she said of her recent directing gigs, which includes
the upcoming movie “All We Had.” 

The actress, who is known for being a fiercely private, yet
down-to-earth New Yorker who frequents the subway,
appears untouched by the Hollywood limelight. “Hollywood is
a business so if you approach it like that ... it’s a business.
That’s all.” Holmes, who is the youngest of five siblings, said
she’ll go home to Ohio for the holidays, where she has lots of
nieces and nephews to play with. “We’ll probably be making a
lot of Christmas cookies,” and playing board games, said
Holmes is a fan of the old-school games Pictionary and
Scattergories. “I always love the New Year because it’s the calm
after the holidays.”-AP

Queen Latifah

Holmes hits up Miami’s 
Art Basel for first time

Actress Katie Holmes poses on the red carpet at the Ocean
Drive magazine party at a private home on Friday, Dec 4,
2015, in Miami Beach, Fla. — AP


