
TAIPEI: Tsai Ing-wen, widely tipped to
become Taiwan’s next president, kicked off a
one-month election campaign yesterday,
with supporters bringing donations in piggy
banks to a rally held by her opposition party.

About a thousand people gathered out-
side the headquarters of the Democratic
Progressive Party (DPP) in the capital Taipei to
hear a speech made by Tsai-who would
become Taiwan’s first female president if
elected  — with many holding green plastic
piggy banks stuffed with coins and bank
notes. 

The ruling Kuomintang (KMT) is expected
to be unseated from power in the upcoming
January elections as the public becomes
increasingly fearful of warming ties with
China-which sees Taiwan as a renegade
province to be brought back into its fold. The
KMT is struggling to regain public support
after its worst-ever local election defeat last

year, with its China-friendly policy under cur-
rent president Ma Ying-jeou a major factor.

There are fears that Beijing’s influence on
the island is growing, with opponents riled by
Ma’s recent high-profile meeting with
Chinese President Xi Jinping. The DPP first
started using piggy banks during campaign-
ing for the 2012 election, describing itself as a
party funded by the people, contrasting its
grassroots appeal with the wealthy KMT. 

“I believe people are donating their pigs
because they hope it can usher in a new
political era,” Tsai said, addressing the rally.
“The DPP is a party held up by the people...
We don’t run any private businesses or rely
on big corporate donations,” she added.  Tsai
is currently ahead by a wide margin with over
46 percent support in a poll this month con-
ducted by Taiwan Indicators Survey Research,
while KMT’s candidate Eric Chu lags at about
16 percent.  — AFP 
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BEIJING: The United States said its two B-52 bombers
had no intention of flying over a Chinese-controlled
man-made island in the South China Sea, after Beijing
accused Washington of “a serious military provoca-
tion” in the strategic waters with overlapping claims.

China’s Defense Ministry on Saturday accused the
US of deliberately raising tensions in the region,
where China has been aggressively asserting its
claims to virtually all islands, reefs and their surround-
ing seas. It reiterated that it would do whatever is
necessary to protect China’s sovereignty.

Pentagon spokesman Mark Wright said that the
Dec 10 mission was not a “freedom of navigation”
operation and that there was “no intention of flying
within 12 nautical miles of any feature,” indicating the
mission may have strayed off course. The US uses pre-
planned freedom of navigation operations to assert
its rights to “innocent passage” in other country’s terri-
torial waters. “The United States routinely conducts B-
52 training missions throughout the region, including
over the South China Sea,” Wright said in an email to
The Associated Press. “These missions are designed to
maintain readiness and demonstrate our commit-
ment to fly, sail and operate anywhere allowed under
international law.”

Wright said the US was “looking into the matter.”
The US takes no official stance on sovereignty claims
in the South China Sea, through which $5 trillion in
international trade passes each year. However,
Washington insists on freedom of navigation and
maintains that China’s seven newly created islands do
not enjoy traditional rights, including a 12-nautical-
mile territorial limit.

‘Military provocation’ 
China’s Defense Ministry demanded that

Washington immediately take measures to prevent
such incidents and damage to relations between the
two nations’ militaries. “The actions by the US side

constitute a serious military provocation and are ren-
dering more complex and even militarizing condi-
tions in the South China Sea,” the ministry said in a
statement. The statement said that Chinese military
personnel on the island went on high alert during the
overflights by the B-52 strategic bombers and that
they issued warnings demanding the aircraft leave
the area. As is China’s usual practice, the Foreign
Ministry took a more diplomatic tone, saying the situ-
ation was stable.

Speaking to reporters on a visit to Berlin, Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi drew a contrast between
the situation in the South China Sea region and the
chaos and turmoil in other parts of the world. “The sit-
uation in the South China Sea is essentially stable

overall,” he said. Wang also said that while China
understands the concerns of nations from outside the
region a clear reference to the US - they should “do
more to benefit peace and stability and support
efforts to find a resolution through talks, and not
manufacture tensions or even fan the flames.” “We
don’t think this is a constructive approach and will
not receive the support and welcome of relevant
nations,” Wang said. The Foreign Ministry said it had
“lodged solemn representation with the United
States” over the incident. China’s latest protest comes
amid a simmering dispute over Washington’s
approval this past week of the first arms package in
four years offered to Taiwan, Beijing’s self-governing
rival. — AP 

KABUL: Afghanistan’s Helmand province
could fall to the Taleban after months of
heavy fighting, with 90 members of the
security forces killed over the past two
days, the deputy governor of the volatile
southern province warned yesterday.

Mohammad Jan Rasulyar said unless
President Ashraf Ghani took urgent action,
the province, a centre of opium production
and a Taleban heartland that British and
American troops struggled to control for
years, would be lost. “Your Excellency,
Helmand is standing on the brink and
there is a serious need for you to come,” he
wrote on Facebook.

The highly unusual public plea from a
serving official painted a picture strikingly
similar to the situation that led up to the
fall of the northern city of Kunduz in late
September, when Taleban fighters seized
and held on to for several days before gov-
ernment troops regained control.

If Helmand were to fall, it would deliver
a blow to government claims that Afghan
security forces, fighting largely alone since
international troops ended combat opera-
tions last year, are controlling the insur-
gency, in spite of setbacks such as the fall
of Kunduz.

Army spokesman Mohammad Rasool
Zazai said he had no comment on the post,
but said Helmand would never collapse,
while police chief Abul Rahman Sarjang
said: “We have strong forces in Helmand. In
some places, we leave areas for tactical rea-
sons, but all forces are working together
well and very soon we will have major
achievements to report.”

Ghani’s government, backed by billions
of dollars in international aid and training
assistance from thousands of NATO troops
still stationed in Afghanistan, is pushing to
re-open talks with the Taleban Over the
past six months, Helmand has been the

scene of battles between insurgents and
security forces that have complained of
being abandoned by the US-backed gov-
ernment.

Foreign forces 
“We don’t provide food and ammuni-

tion to our forces on time, do not evacuate
our wounded and martyred soldiers from
the battle field, and foreign forces only
watch the situation from their bases and
don’t provide support,” Rasulyar wrote.

Since Thursday, there had been 90 casu-
alties near Gereshk, a junction on Highway
1 near the provincial capital Lashkar Gah,
and in Sangin district to the north, a level
of losses which was “an everyday issue”,
Rasulyar added. He said Sangin was “on the
verge of collapse” with 44 casualties
overnight. The Taleban, which has not let a
bloody internal leadership battle interrupt
its campaign in Helmand, posted state-
ments on its website detailing attacks on
checkpoints as well as other operations
including a suicide attack against the
Gereshk police chief.

With army and police units badly weak-
ened by desertions and lack of supplies,
the Taleban has seized the districts of Musa
Qalah and Now Zad in the north of the
province and has threatened Lashkar Gah.
Government forces said they had recap-
tured the district of Khanishin on Friday,
but yesterday, the Taleban said it had won
back the centre.

Underlining the gravity of the situation,
US Special Forces have been reported to
have taken part in fighting in Helmand in
recent weeks. NATO headquarters in Kabul
has not confirmed the reports. A Pentagon
report to Congress last week highlighted
major shortcomings with Afghan security
forces, despite billions of dollars of foreign
aid and training. — Reuters 
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DAKAR: The first phase of former Chad dictator
Hissene Habre’s history-making trial for atrocities
during the 1980s concluded in Senegal this week,
with the regime’s victims giving at times traumatic
and horrifying evidence. Habre, who held power
between 1982 and 1990, is charged with crimes
against humanity, war crimes and torture-the first
time a despot from one African country has been
called to account by another.

The 73-year-old-once backed by France and the
United States as a bulwark against Libya’s Moamer
Kadhafi-has been in custody in his adoptive home
of Senegal since his arrest in June 2013. An investi-
gating commission found that well in excess of
40,000 people were killed during an eight-year
reign marked by fierce repression of his opponents
and the targeting of rival ethnic groups.

At stake is whether or not it can be proved that
Habre personally knew about the abusive and often
deadly punishments meted out to prisoners by
Chad’s feared secret police, the Documentation and
Security Directorate (DDS).  

“The trial has been fair and vivid, with moments
of real courtroom drama,” said Reed Brody, a lawyer
for Human Rights Watch (HRW) who has worked
with victims of Habre’s regime for 16 years.  “There

was powerful testimony about torture, rape, sexual
slavery, mass executions, prisoners forced to live
with rotting corpses and entire villages destroyed.”
Habre is being tried by the Extraordinary African
Chambers, a special court established in Dakar by
the African Union under an agreement with
Senegal, led by a judge from Burkina Faso.

‘E for execute’ 
Delayed for years by Senegal, where Habre has

lived since being ousted in 1990, the hearings set a
historic precedent as, until now, African leaders
accused of atrocities have been tried in internation-
al courts. More than 4,000 “direct or indirect” victims
have been registered as civil parties to the case and
the court has heard from more than 90 witnesses.

The trial opened amid dramatic scenes on July
20, with Habre brought by force into the dock,
refusing to speak in a court whose authority he
doesn’t recognize, forcing a 45-day adjournment.
The hearings resumed on September 7 with Habre
appointed a defence team by the court and the
prosecution spelling out some of the abuses suf-
fered by detainees. These included the infamous
“Arbatachar”, a grim method of tying all four limbs
behind the victim’s back to cause agonising pain

and paralysis. Torture of suspects under his regime
included electric shocks, gas sprayed into prisoners’
eyes, spice rubbed into their private parts and
waterboarding, the tribunal heard. One-by-one,
witnesses recounted the horror of life in Chad’s pris-
ons, with the climax of a dramatic opening few
weeks the evidence of Bandjim Bandoum, a
remorseful top official in the DDS. 

“Records of the questioning of detainees came
back from the presidency with annotations: E for
‘execute’; L for ‘set free’ or V for ‘seen’,” he told the tri-
bunal. “Once a statement was prepared by the DDS
on a prisoner, only the president could request a
release,” he said, adding that Habre was “aware of
everything that was happening” in the depart-
ment’s detention centers.

‘Unfinished business’ 
The trial heard from Clement Abaifouta, a pris-

oner for four years in N’Djamena dubbed “The
Gravedigger”, who described how he was forced
daily to bury fellow inmates, sometimes in their
dozens.

Habre’s defence team has with every new testi-
mony attempted to cast doubt on the idea of their
client as an all-knowing, all-powerful head of the

DDS, suggesting he may have been unaware of
abuses on the ground. But Brody, the HRW lawyer,
said the trial’s Internet streaming and television
broadcast in Chad, as well as widespread press cov-
erage, has allowed the public to evaluate for them-
selves testimony suggesting otherwise.

“The prosecution and the victims’ lawyers pre-
sented evidence to show that Habre wasn’t a dis-
tant ruler who was unaware of the crimes that were
being committed in his name,” Brody told AFP.
Jacob Blaise, a member of an association of victims
in Chad, praised the process for allowing former
detainees some catharsis and providing Chadians
at home with an insight into the working’s of
Habre’s regime.

“The victims at least had the opportunity to tes-
tify in front of their alleged torturer, but the silence
of Habre leaves a sense of unfinished business in
this trial,” added Issa Mahamat, who teaches at the
University of N’Djamena. If Habre is convicted, he
can expect a sentence ranging from 30 years to life
with hard labor, to be served in Senegal or another
African Union country.  The trial resumes with the
prosecution’s and defense’s final statements on
February 8, with a verdict expected in late May
2016. — AFP 

ZAMBOANGA: A week-long assault by
Philippine troops ended with the capture
of a Muslim extremist camp and the deaths
of 26 militants and three soldiers, a military
spokesman said yesterday. Soldiers cap-
tured the Abu Sayyaf camp in a forested
area on the southern island of Basilan but
an improvised explosive device left behind
by the rebels, injured 12 soldiers on
Sunday, said Major Filemon Tan.

“After we captured the camp, they were
clearing the bunkers when the IED explod-
ed,” he said. About 300 soldiers, backed by
artillery and attack helicopters, launched
the attack on the Abu Sayyaf group on
strife-torn Basilan about 885 kilometers
from Manila today, starting days of intense
combat. The battle involved as many as 150
members of the Abu Sayyaf group, accord-
ing to the military, which also reported mil-
itant deaths that could not be verified. A
total of 26 Abu Sayyaf fighters were slain,
Tan said but the military was unable to
recover their bodies. “The populace of the
area, they confirmed it. They were buried at
once according to Muslim tradition. Others
were seen by our troops, being shot, falling

and not getting up,” he said. The rest of the
Abu Sayyaf members fled in different direc-
tions before dawn on Sunday, he said.

Sixteen Abu Sayyaf fighters were also
wounded along with 14 soldiers before the
IED blast on Sunday, Tan added. Pursuit
operations were continuing against the
remnants of the Abu Sayyaf group and its
leaders in Basilan, he said. 

The captured camp, measuring 30,000
square meters could accommodate about
250 people with 28 structures including for-
tified bunkers, the military said. Basilan, an
impoverished island of about 400,000 peo-
ple, has long been a stronghold of the Abu
Sayyaf, a group formed in the 1990s with
the help of Al-Qaeda founder Osama Bin
Laden. The Abu Sayyaf is infamous for kid-
napping people, including foreigners and
demanding huge ransoms for their release.
The group has also been blamed for the
worst terror attacks in the country, includ-
ing the firebombing of a ferry off Manila
Bay in 2004 that killed over 100 people. Last
year, Abu Sayyaf leaders pledged allegiance
to the Islamic State group, which controls
vast swathes of Syria and Iraq. — AFP 
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BERLIN: The Foreign Minister of China Wang Yi attends a news conference with German
Foreign Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier during a meeting. — AP 

JAKARTA: Indonesian counter-ter-
rorism police said yesterday they
had arrested suspected Islamist
militants in locations across the
island of Java, foiling separate plots
to bomb minority Shia communi-
ties and target Christmas and New
Year celebrations.

Bomb-making materials and
‘jihad manuals’ were seized after
the arrest of six men in central and
west Java who were either mem-
bers or supporters of the Sunni mil-
itant group Islamic State, the
Jakarta Globe daily said on its web-
site. Chemicals and weapons were
found buried under a tree at one
raid site in the city of Solo.

National Police Chief General
Badrodin Haiti told the Globe that
the raids to round up the men,
which began on Friday, were
prompted by intelligence from the
U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigation
and the Australian Federal Police.
The Globe said their plan was to
launch attacks in Java and neigh-
boring Sumatra on communities of
Shia, who represent a tiny minority
in Indonesia.

Indonesia has the world’s largest
Muslim population, the vast majori-
ty of whom practice a moderate
form of the religion. Separately,
police said four men suspected of
being weapons specialists and
strategists of the Al Qaeda-affiliated
Jamaah Islamiah group had been
arrested in east Java.

“ They had made plans for
actions in the near term, in relation
to Christmas and New Year,” Budhi
Herdi Susianto, chief of police in
the east Java regency of Mojokerto
told Metro TV. He gave no details of
their plans. News agency AFP
reported that, according to arrest
documents, they were planning a
suicide bombing in Jakarta, the
country’s capital, during New Year
celebrations.

A police source said that, in all,

there were “interlinked” arrests in
five cities across Java. The Globe
said that in one raid, police had
seized bomb-making material,
including detonators, lengths of
piping, nails and buckshot, and var-
ious chemicals. They also found a
book on waging jihad and a map of
the Greater Jakarta area.

Militant resurgence
Indonesia saw a spate of militant

attacks in the 2000s, the deadliest
of which was a nightclub bombing
on the holiday island of Bali that

killed 202 people, most of them
tourists. Police have been largely
successful in destroying domestic
militant cells since then, but offi-
cials now worry about a resurgence
in militancy inspired by groups
such as Islamic State and
Indonesians who return after fight-
ing with the group. 

Authorities plan to deploy more
than 150,000 security personnel
and several religious organizations
to safeguard churches and public
places around the country during
Christmas and New Year’s Eve cele-

brations, the country ’s military
chief said on Friday.

Security and surveillance had
already been stepped up in some
areas following the attacks in Paris
last month that killed 130 people
and for which Islamic State has
claimed responsibility. Indonesia is
home to an estimated 25 million
Christian people, roughly 10 per-
cent of the total population. They
live mostly not on smaller, more
remote islands, not on the two
most populated islands of Java and
Sumatra. — Reuters 
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SHENZEN: Rescuers search for survivors amongst collapsed buildings after a landslide in south
China’s Guangdong province yesterday.  The landslide collapsed and buried buildings at and around
an industrial park in the southern Chinese city of Shenzhen on Sunday authorities reported. — AP 
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