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“Sirens sounded in northern Israel. Initial report sug-
gests three rockets hit northern Israel. Forces are search-
ing the area,” it said. The Israeli military later said it shelled
unspecified targets in south Lebanon. “The Israel Defense
Forces have responded with targeted artillery fire follow-
ing the rockets that hit Israel earlier today from southern
Lebanon,” an English-language army statement said.

Israeli Cabinet minister Yuval Steinitz said he was not
sorry about Kantar’s death but could not comment on the
accusations that Israel was behind the killing. “If some-
thing happened to him I think that no civilized person can
be sorry. But again I learned it from the reports in the
international media and I can make no concrete reference
to it,” he said. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
did not comment about the strike in his weekly Cabinet
meeting. The Israeli news website Ynet ran a headline yes-
terday saying: “The account is now closed.”

Although Al-Manar said Israeli warplanes violated
Syrian airspace, the Lebanon-based Al-Mayadeen TV sta-
tion, which is close to Hezbollah and the Syrian govern-
ment, said two Israeli warplanes fired the four missiles
while flying over northern Israel. Al-Mayadeen said that
Farhan Al-Shaalan, a senior commander with the anti-
Israeli “resistance” movement in the Golan Heights, was
also killed in the air raid together with an aide to Kantar.

Israel possesses long-range air to surface missiles that
conceivably could have been fired from Israeli-controlled
airspace. The Golan Heights are only about 40 km from
Damascus. Israeli warplanes have struck targets inside
Syria several times during the country’s nearly five-year
conflict although it has rarely confirmed its involvement.

Kantar’s killing, however, would mark the first Israeli
assassination of a senior figure inside Syria since Russia
launched its military operations in Syria on Sept 30 in
support of President Bashar Assad. Israel’s defense minis-
ter has said that Russia and Israel have worked out an
open communication system “to prevent misunderstand-
ings.” That raises the question of whether the Russians
would have been informed by Israel about the operation
to assassinate Kantar. The Russian Defense Ministry
declined comment on the airstrike.

Lebanon’s state-run National News Agency said Israeli
forces were on high alert near the border with Lebanon
and moved patrols far from the border fence. NNA added
that UN peacekeepers have intensified their patrols in the
border areas. Hezbollah legislator Ali Ammar vowed that
Kantar’s death will not go unpunished adding that mili-
tary commanders will decide how to avenge the killing.
Al-Manar TV said Hezbollah chief Sayyed Hassan
Nasrallah will make a televised statement today evening.

Kantar and four Hezbollah guerrillas were freed in
2008 in exchange for the bodies of two Israeli soldiers
captured by Hezbollah in 2006, whose capture sparked a
34-day war between Israel and Hezbollah. His release was
highly controversial in Israel, where he is believed to be
the perpetrator of one of the most grisly attacks in Israeli
history. As a teenager, Kantar joined a Palestinian militant
group known as the “Palestine Liberation Front” at the
height of Palestinian-Israeli violence in the Middle East
and at a time when most Palestinian groups were based
in Lebanon.

Kantar was imprisoned in 1979 in Israel and sentenced
to three life terms after he and three other Lebanese infil-
trated the Jewish State in 1979 and staged an attack in
the northern coastal town of Nahariya, killing a police-
man and then kidnapping a man, Danny Haran, and his
4-year-old daughter and killing them outside their home.
Israel says Kantar, who was 16 at the time, beat the girl to
death by bashing her head with a rifle butt. He denies
this, saying the girl was killed in the crossfire. As the
attack unfolded, the girl’s mother, Smadar Haran, hid
inside a crawl space inside their home and accidentally
smothered their crying 2-year-old daughter, fearing
Kantar would find them. The widow, Smadar Haran, told
Israel’s Army Radio yesterday that Kantar’s killing was a
“historic justice”. 

Israel held on to Kantar for decades, hoping to use him
as a bargaining chip to win new information about an
Israeli airman whose plane crashed in Lebanon in 1986. It
ultimately traded him in 2008 along with four other
Lebanese prisoners in exchange for the bodies of two of
its soldiers. Nasrallah insisted at the time that Kantar be
included in any swap. Kantar, 53, received a hero’s wel-
come upon his return to Lebanon. Assad awarded him
the country’s highest medal during a trip he made to
Damascus that year.

Soon afterward, Kantar, a Druze, joined Hezbollah, his
role growing quietly within the group’s ranks particularly
following the group’s involvement in the civil war in Syria
in support of Assad’s forces. In September, the US State
Department added Kantar to its Specially Designated
Global Terrorist over his work with Hezbollah. Kantar is
the most high profile Hezbollah fighter to be killed since
last year.

In January, the Lebanese group accused Israel of carry-
ing out an airstrike on the Syrian side of the Golan
Heights, which killed several Hezbollah members and a
prominent Iranian general. Among the Hezbollah mem-
bers was Jihad Mughniya, the son of Imad Mughniya, a
top Hezbollah operative assassinated in 2008 in
Damascus. Al-Mayadeen TV said Kantar had been living
in the targeted building for a year. — Agencies 

Top Hezb militant killed in Israeli raid
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In another major development, a joint meeting by
four Assembly committees yesterday approved a request
by the government for special additional funds for the
military, but cut the allocations to just KD 3.2 billion, MP
Adnan Abdulsamad said. The government had requested
in a special draft law KD 6.2 billion to be spent over the
next 10 years to strengthen defense purchases in the
light of regional turmoil and armed conflicts.

The committees which met included those of budg-
ets, financial and economic affairs, interior and defense
and foreign relations. Abdulsamad said that the meeting,
which was attended by the defense minister, agreed to
the KD 3 billion in a special budget allocation and

approved KD 200 million more to be added to the cur-
rent fiscal year’s accounts. The meeting also decided to
debate the bill in the Assembly tomorrow, to which
Abdulsamad objected and walked out of the meeting.

Kuwait has been discussing several arms purchases,
including warplanes, helicopters and others, to strength-
en the armed forces. It was not immediately known
whether there was a verbal agreement on requiring the
government to request any additional funds it may need
in the future on top of the approved allocations. 

The Assembly is also expected to debate the grilling
against Health Minister Ali Al-Obaidi over alleged viola-
tions. MP Hamdan Al-Azemi one of the two lawmakers
who filed the grilling, said he will organize a public rally
today to explain the reasons for the grilling.

Anti-graft body scrapped, MPs rush to fill...
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News of the release was immediately condemned by
the parents of the victim, a medical student who died of
her injuries in a Singapore hospital nearly two weeks after
the attack on Dec 16, 2012. “Our fight was all about this
convict not being allowed to walk free. If he has come out,
what is the point of the hearing at the Supreme Court?”
her mother told reporters. “We want justice for our daugh-
ter. I have come out on the streets because I am very dis-
appointed today. We don’t know if we will ever get justice
now. Our justice system has left us disillusioned.”

Speaking at the India Gate protest yesterday evening,
the victim’s father said the release is “really upsetting”. “The
fact that he has been released shows there is no justice in
this country,” he said. Scores of students attended the
protest holding placards and banners defying prohibitory
orders put in place by police. One placard read “When will
Nirbhaya get justice” referring to the nickname given to
the victim by the media.

India media said the rapist, who cannot be named for
legal reasons, had been handed over to a charitable organ-
ization yesterday, but police sources said the move had

actually taken place some days ago. The name of the NGO
has not been released over fears that their offices could be
attacked. News of the release came only hours before a
hearing today at India’s Supreme Court where a women’s
rights group will file a petition against the release.

The parents and women’s rights groups have been
opposing the release of the youngest attacker, mainly on
the grounds that it was unclear if he had been rehabilitat-
ed and was ready to be reintegrated into society. The
attacker was the youngest of a group of men who brutally
assaulted the 23-year-old student on a bus, triggering
global outrage and protests in India over the country’s
high levels of violence against women. He was sent to a
correctional home for three years under India’s juvenile
laws while four others were convicted and given the death
penalty in 2014. Their appeals against hanging are pend-
ing in the Supreme Court.

The student, who succumbed to her injuries two weeks
after the attack, was publicly named by her mother on the
third anniversary of her death last week, in an effort to end
the stigma facing sex attack victims in India. Under Indian
law, the victim of a sex attack cannot be named even after
their death. — AFP 

Fury as Delhi gang-rapist freed
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smuggling a bomb onto the plane, killing all 224 peo-
ple on board. Gagey said there had been three bomb
scares on Air France planes in the United States since the
attacks.

Flight AF 463 left the Indian Ocean island of Mauritius
at 9:00 pm (1700 GMT) on Saturday and had been due to
arrive in Paris Charles de Gaulle at 5:50 am (0450 GMT)
yesterday. But it made an emergency landing at Moi
International Airport in Kenya’s southern port city of
Mombasa at 12:37 am (2137 GMT) “after a device sus-
pected to be a bomb was discovered in the lavatory,”
police spokesman Charles Owino said. “An emergency
was prepared and it landed safely and all passengers
evacuated.”

When the plane landed, passenger John Stephen said
crew members helped safely evacuate people using
emergency slides. “We felt the crew member was pretty
tense, something was probably wrong at that time. When

the plane stopped, he told us to run away to take the
slide, to run away from the plane,” Stephen told reporters.
“We don’t know anything more about this bomb or not,
but something that looked like a bomb was in the toilet.”

Navy and police bomb experts were called in to deter-
mine if there were any explosives aboard the plane. Air
France’s chief executive Gagey said the object was found
“in a small cupboard behind the mirror” in the toilet. He
said the bits of cardboard and paper and what “appeared
to be a kitchen timer” were not items normally found on
board. Gagey said crew members had also indicated that
in their routine check of the plane before the flight the
cupboard had been empty. He said Air France was wait-
ing to hear from Kenyan authorities but that “we will
request an investigation to clarify” what had happened.

Kenyan Interior Minister Joseph Nkaissery, who
arrived in Mombasa, said police were questioning a num-
ber of passengers but did not say how many. “They are
speaking to the passengers... who were near where the
device was,” Nkaissery said. — AFP 

Fake bomb scare on Air France flight
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Said and Cherif Kouachi had both been placed under sur-
veillance at some point but had slipped off the radar and
appeared to be no longer a threat before they suddenly
launched an attack.

The last 12 months have shown that security forces in the
countries targeted, despite beefed-up resources, are struggling.
“Every European security service that I have talked to in the last
year is petrified of the issue of foreign fighters, and there is
almost no solution to it,” said Bruce Riedel, of the Brookings
Institution in Washington. Hundreds of European citizens are
joining IS in Syria and Iraq - often through the relatively easy
route of Turkey - every month and some are then returning
home radicalized and hardened after spending time on the
battlefield. Keeping tabs on all of them, Riedel argues, is impos-
sible. “It’s a serious problem. It’s what I call task saturation,” he
said.

In December, Saudi Arabia announced the creation of a 34-
country coalition dedicated to fighting IS, but a coordinated

international strategy to combat the threat the group poses still
seems some way off, said Jean-Pierre Filiu, a professor at the
Sciences Po university in Paris. “The attacks in Paris and in San
Bernardino have shown Western countries that Daesh (another
name for IS) can hit at any time,” he said. “And you can see that
France, despite support from Britain and Germany, is far from
having the active support of other European countries.” The
United States, meanwhile, is pursuing a long-term approach to
attacking IS “which is allowing the group to develop its transna-
tional networks”, Filiu said.

Russian President Vladimir Putin has deployed substantial
weaponry in Syria, insisting its military campaign there is aimed
at destroying IS and other jihadist groups. But members of a
US-led coalition complain that Russia is mainly hitting groups
fighting President Bashar Al-Assad, and NGOs have reported
high civilian casualties. For the time being, the attacks by IS
gunmen and bombers have failed to have the one effect that
the group is seeking perhaps more than anything else - the
stigmatization of Muslim communities who would then swing
their support behind the group.

2015, the year that IS terror went global

An Afghan vendor throws water over harvested carrots in Jalalabad yesterday. — AFP 

A couple poses under an illuminated tunnel yesterday to celebrate the upcoming Christmas and New Year holidays at the Garden of Morning Calm in Gapyeong, South Korea. — AP 


