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HAMILTON: Brendon McCullum of New Zealand plays a shot (R) as Dinesh Chandimal of Sri Lanka (L) looks on, on day three of the second Test cricket match between New Zealand and Sri Lanka at Seddon Park in
Hamilton yesterday. — AFP

HAMILTON: Kane Williamson had New
Zealand on the brink of victory after a spec-
tacular Sri Lanka collapse on the third day of
the second Test in Hamilton yesterday.

On a day when 16 wickets fell,  New
Zealand were 142 for five at the close of play,
requiring a further 47 runs to claim the Test
and sweep the series.  Shortly before lunch
on the third day their hopes of a win seemed
remote with Sri Lanka 126 runs ahead and
with all second innings wickets in hand. 

But the tourists’ fortunes swung from
commanding to catastrophic when 10 wick-
ets fell for 62. New Zealand went from being
55 behind on the first innings to chasing a
target of 189 to win. Williamson was not out
on 78 at stumps, in sight of his 13th Test cen-
tury with BJ Watling yet to score. 

New Zealand left-arm seamer Neil Wagner
called the day “bizarre” while Sri Lanka bowl-
ing coach Champaka Ramanayake was not
happy his side did not bat safely as instruct-
ed. “Right throughout the short ball was key
to get wickets and for us what happened
was we hooked,” he said.

“Somehow they went to the middle and
didn’t do the right thing. We were trying to
go for big ones and it didn’t work and we’re
very disappointed.” Wagner said the short
ball strategy came as they felt Sri Lanka were
getting away.

“It was a pretty bizarre day, wasn’t it? A lot
of wickets fell and to start the day off Sri
Lanka were in a strong position,” he said. The
ultimately successful short-pitched strategy
was a gamble because “if you don’t get it
right you’re going to get hurt, like a couple I
bowled didn’t get up high enough and end-
ed up going over the bank for six”.

The one bright spot for Sri Lanka was the
emergence of Dushmantha Chameera as a
genuine wicket-taker. The right-arm pace-
man took four for 45 in New Zealand’s sec-
ond innings to give him nine wickets in the
match.  Openers Tom Latham and Martin
Guptill fell cheaply as Chameera had New
Zealand 11 for 2 before Williamson and Ross
Taylor (35) revived the innings with 67 for
the third wicket. 

Brendon McCullum (18) followed Taylor to
the crease for a fourth-wicket stand of 52. On
a firm pitch offering good bounce, Trent
Boult was the first of the 16 wickets and last
in New Zealand first innings on the sixth ball
of the morning.

SOUTHEE BURST 
The inability to control short, accurate

deliveries on a firm wicket featured in six of
Sri  Lankan dismissals-and all  six New
Zealand wickets yesterday. Taylor was caught
in a clever piece of fielding at long leg by

Jeffrey Vandersay. When the substitute field-
er took the ball  he threw it high as his
momentum took him over the rope and he
then returned to the field to complete the
catch. Sri Lanka had made a good start to
building on their first innings advantage
with Kusal Mendis and Dimuth Karunaratne
putting on 71 in the highest opening part-
nership for Sri Lanka in 12 months.

But when Doug Bracewell  claimed
Karunaratne for 27 it ignited the Sri Lanka
collapse.  Bracewell had Udara Jayasundera
two balls later and Wagner dismissed Dinesh
Chandimal for one as Sri Lanka tumbled to
77 for three. 

Mendis and Angelo Mathews held the
innings together to reach 85-3 at lunch
before it completely unravelled after the
interval.  Mendis had equalled his Test best
46 when he top-edged Tim Southee and was
caught on the boundary by Mitchell Santner. 

It was the start of a remarkable burst for
Southee in which he took four for 10 in 27
balls. In a day built around the short-ball
strategy, Rangana Herath was the only player
to be bowled. 

Milinda Siriwardana tried to belt the side
out of trouble racing to 26 before he slogged
at a rare full delivery from Wagner and was
caught by Boult at deep mid-wicket. Southee
finished with four for 26. — AFP

Williamson has NZ on brink of victory

Sri Lanka 1st innings 292 (A. Mathews 77, M.
Siriwardana 62; Southee 3-63) 
New Zealand 1st innings (overnight 232-9)
M. Guptill c Mathews b Herath 50
T. Latham c Karunaratne b Chameera 28
K. Williamson c Lakmal b Chameera 1
R. Taylor c Chandimal b Chameera 0
B. McCullum c Mendis b Herath 18
M. Santner c Chandimal b Pradeep 38
B. Watling c Vithanage b Lakmal 28 
D. Bracewell not out 35 
T. Southee c Jayasundera b Chameera 4 
N. Wagner c Vithanage b Chameera 17 
T. Boult c Herath b Pradeep 0 
Extras: (lb3, nb7, w8) 18 
Total (all out, 79.4 overs) 237 
Fall of wickets: 1-81 (Latham), 2-83 (Williamson), 3-86
(Guptill) ,  4-89 ( Taylor),  5-128 (McCullum), 6-168
(Santner), 7-196 (Watling), 8-201 (Southee), 
9-232 (Wagner), 10-237 (Boult) 
Bowling: Lakmal 16-4-48-1 (w1, nb1), Mathews 11-7-25-
0, Pradeep 17.4-4-39-2 (w1, nb5), Herath 22-1-75-2,
Chameera 13-3-47-5 (w2, nb1)
Sri Lanka 2nd innings
D. Karunaratne c Southee b Bracewell 27
K. Mendis c Santner b Southee 46
U. Jayasundera c Watling b Bracewell 0
D. Chandimal c Guptill b Wagner 4
A. Mathews c Watling b Southee 2

M. Siriwardana c Boult b Wagner 26
K. Vithanage c Bracewell b Wagner 9
R. Herath b Southee 0
D. Chameera run out (Boult/Wagner) 2
S. Lakmal not out 1
N. Pradeep c Watling b Southee 0
Extras:(b4, lb2, w7, nb3) 16
Total (all out, 36.3 overs) 133
Fall of wickets: 1-71 (Karunaratne), 2-71 (Jayasundera), 3-
77 (Chandimal), 4-87 (Mendis), 5-110 (Mathews), 6-123
(Siriwardana), 7-123 (Herath), 8-131 (Vithanage), 9-133
(Chameera), 10-133 (Pradeep)
Bowling: Boult 7-1-30-0 (w1), Southee 12.3-2-26-4 (nb1),
Bracewell 8-1-31-2 (w2, nb1), Wagner 9-2-40-3 (nb1)
New Zealand 2nd innings
T. Latham c Pradeep b Chameera 4
M. Guptill c Karunaratne b Chameera 1
K. Williamson not out 78
R. Taylor c sub (Vandersay) b Chameera 35
B. McCullum c Mathews b Chameera 18
M. Santner c Chandimal b Lakmal 4
B. Watling not out 0
Extras (nb2) 2
Total (for 5 wickets, 42 overs) 142
Fall of wickets: 1-4 (Latham), 2-11 (Guptill), 3-78 (Taylor),
4-130 (McCullum), 5-142 (Santner)
Bowling: Chameera 13-1-45-4 (nb1), Lakmal 10-3-
19-1,  Herath 9-0-39-0,  Pradeep 9-1-35-0 (nb1) ,
Mathews 1-0-4-0.

SCOREBOARD 

HAMILTON, New Zealand: Scoreboard at stumps on day three of the second Test between New Zealand and
Sri Lanka in Hamilton yesterday: 

SINGAPORE:  Stan Wawrinka showed his class
in both singles and doubles to lead the
Singapore Slammers to victor y in the
International Premier Tennis League (IPTL) final
in front of a delighted home crowd at the
Indoor Stadium yesterday.

Matches in the Asia-based mixed team ten-
nis league are decided by games won in five
one-set shootouts over various formats and
Switzerland’s Wawrinka played brilliantly to
ensure the Slammers overcame the Indian
Aces 26-21 in a gripping finale.

Carlos Moya got the home side off to a per-
fect start with a 6-4 victory over French shot-
maker Fabrice Santoro in the ‘Legends Singles’,
the Spanish veteran coming out on top of five
straight breaks of serve after he had opened a
3-2 lead.

Swiss starlet Belinda Bencic stretched the
advantage by a game after the 18-year-old
fought off a gritty challenge from Russia’s
Svetlana Kuznetsova to claim the women’s sin-

gles, 6-5.
The pair  put on an absorbing display

despite never looking comfortable on serve,
with three breaks apiece in the opening 10
games sending the contest into a “shootout”
(identical to a tiebreak), which Bencic claimed
7-3 to put Singapore 12-9 ahead.

“I was lucky that Charlie (Moya) won and did
a great job and I  could also make a lead,”
Bencic said in a courtside interview.  “It’s not
much but we will try to keep winning the
matches.”

The Aces, however, struck back in the mixed
doubles with their strong Indian pairing of
Sania Mirza and Rohan Bopanna storming to a
6-2 victory over a shell-shocked Dustin Brown
and Karolina Pliskova to put the defending
champions 15-14 ahead.

Wawrinka, the highest-ranked player in the
final, was then called on to turn the tie around
and he duly obliged, helping the Slammers
reclaim the lead with a 6-3 win over Bernard

Tomic before teaming up with Marcelo Melo to
seal the contest.

Australia’s Tomic matched the world num-
ber four shot-for-shot until the double grand
slam champion called on his trademark one-
handed backhand to forge a break of serve in
the sixth game and open a 4-2 lead.

He consolidated the break to love and then
served out the set two games later to put the
Slammers 20-18 ahead going into the deciding
men’s doubles.

Wawrinka had warmed to the task and
looked as accomplished as his doubles world
number one partner from Brazil, the pair domi-
nating Bopanna and Ivan Dodig 6-3 to set off
wild celebrations in the middle of the court.

“I just came along at the end and helped
the team,” Wawrinka said. “The team had done
an amazing job in the two weeks leading to
the final and I was just really happy to finish it
off playing with a great player and friend
Marcelo.” —Reuters

SINGAPORE: Singapore Slammers team members celebrate with the trophy after winning the International Premier Tennis League (IPTL) in
Singapore yesterday. — AFP 

Stan Wawrinka inspires 

Singapore to IPTL  victory

Smith a steady hand at

start of Australia rebuild
MELBOURNE: A year on from taking the
reins from an injured Michael Clarke, Australia
captain Steve Smith has passed most of the
tests presented in leading a team in the
throes of transition.

While Smith’s formal coronation followed
Australia’s stinging Ashes defeat in England,
his first taste of the captaincy came during
last year’s home series against India, a bap-
tism of fire for the nation’s youngest skipper
in 35 years.  With Australia still rocked by the
death of batsman Phillip Hughes, the then-
25-year-old Smith smashed 133 in the second
test at the Gabba to drive the hosts to a four-
wicket victory.  He struck centuries in both
the final tests to lead the team to a dominant
2-0 series win over Virat Kohli’s side.  Since
taking over from Clarke permanently in
August, Smith has known little but success on
the field, leading Australia to a one-day inter-
national series win in England and sealing a
2-0 victory in the recent test series against
New Zealand.  

He will be hopeful of wrapping up another
series against lowly West Indies with a win in
the traditional Boxing Day test at the
Melbourne Cricket Ground which starts on
Saturday. 

The solid run of results has masked the
challenges Smith has faced in building cohe-
sion in a team bereft of confidence from the
morale-sapping Ashes loss and drained of
experience by the string of retirements that
followed.

A chance to bed down a squad of rookies

on a two-test tour of Bangladesh was dashed
by security concerns in the South Asian coun-
try, leaving the more challenging task of a
confident and tenacious New Zealand side.

Although Smith has faced a steep learning
curve, the new faces in the dressing room
have also offered him a chance to imprint his
authority, and the man that has emerged
from under the wing of Clarke is quite differ-
ent to his predecessor.  Smith has carried on
Clarke’s dedication to attacking cricket but
weeks after his permanent appointment in
August, pointedly declared he would seek
former skipper Ricky Ponting’s tips on how to
manage a team.

Rumours of dressing room discord were a
hallmark of Clarke’s four years in charge after
taking over from Ponting, who was seen as a
less inventive tactician but a more capable
man manager.

“It probably is the toughest part,” Smith
told the ESPNcricinfo website of managing
his players.  “All the on-field stuff is probably
easier. Not everyone’s going to get on. There’s
going to be times when there’ll be argu-
ments. We’re together for pretty much 300
days of the year, so it’s going to happen.”

Smith’s honeymoon period is unlikely to
be ended on home pitches by a shambolic
West Indies team, who were beaten in three
days in the series-opener in Hobart.  His cap-
taincy will face its biggest challenge on tour,
starting with a New Zealand side itching for
revenge in February, with a testing trip to Sri
Lanka in July and August to follow. — Reuters

Fielding howler adds to 

Windies woes in draw
GEELONG: An embarrassing fielding blun-
der added to the woes of the beleaguered
West Indies in their final hit-out yesterday
before the second Test against Australia on
Boxing Day.  The Caribbean tourists, who
were hammered by an innings in the first
Test in Hobart, declared overnight at 303
for eight in their two-day game with a
Victoria XI in Geelong.

The inexperienced locals were 169 for
three in reply when play was abandoned
on the final day by rain, with an unprofes-
sional piece of fielding from Jerome Taylor
helping their cause.

Jake Hancock finished 80 not out but
should have been dismissed on 22.  Skipper
Jason Holder was bowling in the 14th over
when Hancock hooked the ball to fine leg
where Taylor was fielding.

He awkwardly attempted to stop the

ball but it bounced past for a dispiriting
boundary. Hancock could not believe his
luck. “It was pretty good that. I definitely
got away with one there,” Hancock said.

“I couldn’t really see what happened. He
wasn’t even on the field, was he? “They (the
West Indies) had a little chuckle. “They sort
of just brushed it off really and kept going.
They didn’t seem too fazed by it.”

Victoria XI v W Indies scores
Scores after the final day of the two-day

tour match between a Victoria XI and the
West Indies in Geelong yesterday:

West Indies 303-8 declared (K.
Brathwaite 78, J. Blackwood 69; J. Hart  4-
93). 

Victoria XI 169-3 (J. Hancock 80 not out;
D. Bishoo 2-60). Match drawn. — AFP


