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P W D L F A Pts 
Leicester City 17 11 5 1 37 24 38  
Arsenal 16 10 3 3 29 13 33  
Manchester City 16 10 2 4 32 17 32  
Tottenham 17 7 8 2 28 14 29  
Manchester 17 8 5 4 22 14 29  
Crystal Palace 17 9 2 6 23 16 29  
Watford 17 8 4 5 21 16 28  
West Ham 17 6 7 4 25 21 25  
Liverpool 17 6 6 5 20 22 24  
Everton 17 5 8 4 31 24 23  

Stoke City 17 6 5 6 14 16 23  
Southampton 17 5 6 6 21 21 21  
West Bromwich 17 5 5 7 17 23 20  
Bournemouth 17 5 4 8 22 32 19  
Chelsea 17 5 3 9 21 27 18  
Norwich City 17 4 5 8 20 29 17  
Newcastle 17 4 5 8 19 32 17  
Swansea City 17 3 6 8 15 24 15  
Sunderland 17 3 3 11 18 33 12  
Aston Villa 17 1 4 12 14 31 7   

Swansea City 0, West Ham United 0; Watford 3, Liverpool 0.  

EPL Standings

BERLIN:  Hertha Berlin finish 2015 third in
the Bundesliga after Ivory Coast striker
Salomon Kalou netted in yesterday’s 2-0
home win over Mainz to continue their
impressive run of results.

The three points gives capital club
Hertha their 10th win from 17 league
games this season and leaves them
behind only runaway leaders Bayern
Munich and Borussia Dortmund in the
Bundesliga table. 

Hertha took the lead at Berlin’s
Olympic Stadium when Vladimir Darida
fired home off his left boot on 34 minutes.
The hosts doubled their tally when a
superb diagonal pass from Vedad Ibisevic

put Kalou into space and the Ivory Coast
striker held off his marker to fire home off
his right on 54 minutes for his ninth goal
of the season.

Earlier in the day, Bayern confirmed
Pep Guardiola will leave them at the end
of the season, to be replaced by Carlo
Ancelotti, as they finished the year with
an eight-point lead in the table after their
1-0 win at Hanover on Saturday.

Thomas Mueller converted a 40th
minute penalty for his 14th league goal of
the season after a handball from Hanover
captain Christian Schulz as Bayern pro-
duced another jaded display, but still
managed to claim their 15th win in 17

league games.
The defeat left Hanover second from

bottom with 11 defeats in their 17 games.
Second-placed Borussia Dortmund
dropped further behind after crashing to
a 2-1 defeat at Cologne as the hosts
scored twice in the final 10 minutes.

Greece centre-back Sokratis
Papastathopoulos headed Dortmund into
an 18th minute lead which Thomas
Tuchel’s side threw away in the closing
stages. Cologne took the three points
when Simon Zoller fired home from close
range on 83 minutes before Anthony
Modeste hit the 90th-minute winner.

Bayer Leverkusen climbed to fourth in

the table with a 1-0 win at Ingolstadt as
Mexico striker Javier Hernandez kept up
his stunning scoring run.

“Chicharito” claimed his 17th goal in
Leverkusen’s last 14 games in all competi-
tions when he stabbed home his 11th
league goal of the season since joining
from Manchester United. 

Europa League side Augsburg picked
up their third straight win to move away
from the relegation places into mid-table
with a 1-0 victory at Hamburg thanks to
Jan Moravek’s headed equaliser.

Eintracht Frankfurt picked up their first
win in eight matches to move out of the
relegation zone when captain Alex Meier

and Stefan Aigner scored in their 2-1 win
at home to fellow strugglers Werder
Bremen.

Vfb Stuggart also climbed out of the
drop zone on goal difference after a 3-1
home win over Vfl Wolfsburg in Saturday’s
late game which led to caretaker coach
Jurgen Kramny getting the job perma-
nently yesterday.

Schalke are up to fifth in the table
thanks to Friday’s 1-0 win against bottom-
side Hoffenheim when Cameroon for-
ward Eric Choupo-Moting was credited
with a goal which deflected off
Hoffenheim’s Czech defender Pavel
Kaderabek. — AFP

Kalou strikes as high-flying Hertha stay third

MODENA BRAGLIA: Juventus’ Mario Mandukic, center, scores past Carpi’s Simone Romagnoli, right, and Carpi’s Luca Marrone, during their Serie
A soccer match at Modena’s Braglia stadium, Italy, yesterday. — AP

MILAN:  Gonzalo Higuain took his Serie A goals
tally to 16 from 17 games as 10-man Napoli
moved to within a point of leaders Inter Milan
with a 3-1 away win at Atalanta yesterday.  With
a four-point cushion on Fiorentina and Napoli
before the final Serie A games of 2015, Inter
Milan will start the New Year top of the pile irre-
spective of their result against Lazio in Sunday’s
later clash.  But Roberto Mancini’s men were giv-
en a reminder of what lies ahead in the second
half of the season after Napoli, Fiorentina, Roma
and Juventus all won their respective final
games before the league takes a two-week
break.  Juventus had moved up to second earlier
with a patchy 3-2 win at Carpi that gave the
champions their seventh consecutive victory as
they continue to make amends for a disastrous
start to the campaign.

Massimiliano Allegri’s men are now fourth, at
three points behind Inter and two behind
Fiorentina and Napoli, following respective wins
for the pair.  In Florence, Nikola Kalinic broke the
deadlock in the 20th minute with an angled shot
that squirmed under Albano Bizzarri’s legs.
Strike partner Josip Ilicic doubled Fiorentina’s
lead with a fine dipping strike from outside the
area that beat Bizzarri at the ‘keeper’s far post to
wrap up the points for Paulo Sousa’s hosts.

Atalanta, who stunned Roma 2-0 in the Italian
capital a fortnight ago, had pledged to make life

hard for Napoli in Bergamo and for a time the
visitors toiled.

But seven minutes after the restart Napoli
captain Marek Hamsik fired in off the crossbar to
beat Davide Bassi from the penalty spot after
Dutch defender Marten De Roon handled a cross
floated in for Higuain.  Atalanta pulled level two
minutes later thanks to Alejandro Gomez’s low
strike, only for Higuain to restore the visitors’
lead with a flicked-on header that beat Bassi at
the keeper’s near post. 

LATE CHANCE
The Argentinian celebrated stretching his

league-leading tally to 15 goals by running half
the length of the pitch to hug coach Maurizio
Sarri, who has been credited with Napoli’s title
push this season.  Higuain later told Sky: “Few
teams have come here and played well, but we
did-you can see from the result.

“I’m happy for the goals, I’m working hard
and if I’m feeling good then it’s all down to the
coach, to the club and to my teammates.”
Napoli’s Brazilian midfielder Jorginho saw red for
a studs-up challenge, but Higuain put the result
beyond doubt when he powered down the right
and held off his marker to beat Bassi with an
angled strike.  Hamsik spurned a late chance to
make it four, firing a second penalty over after
Gabriel Paletta had been sent off for pulling

down Dries Mertens as he was about to pull the
trigger in front of goal. 

Edin Dzeko was sent off for dissent in the sec-
ond half at the Stadio Olimpico, where
Alessandro Florenzi’s close-range volley gave the
embattled hosts a 42nd minute lead against
Genoa.

But 18-year-old Umar Sadiq, who replaced
Mohamed Salah eight minutes from the end,
eased any late nerves when he ghosted in at the
back post to head past Mattia Perin to score his
maiden Serie A goal and spark wild Roma cele-
brations.  The 2-0 win ended a four-game win-
less streak for Rudi Garcia’s men, who remain in
fifth spot at four points behind Inter and one
behind Juventus.  Florenzi followed his goal by
hugging under-fire Garcia, who said afterwards:
“Of course we’re emotional, but it shows how
important it was for us to give it everything
tonight to try and win this game.  “We went
down to 10 men for the last 15-20 minutes, so
the lads deserve all the credit for holding on and
coming up with the second goal. Sadiq is learn-
ing his trade from some of the top players in the
league.” Inter will restore their four-point advan-
tage later Sunday if they overcome a struggling
Lazio side at the San Siro.

Lazio are on a seven-game winless run that
has dropped them to 12th place at 16 points
behind Inter. — AFP

Napoli, Fiorentina, Juve and 
Roma keep pressure on Inter

LONDON: Odion Ighalo scored twice as a
buoyant Watford won 3-0 at home to
Liverpool yesterday to consolidate seventh
position in the Premier League, only one
point behind the top four.

It was a bad blow for Juergen Klopp’s
side, who would have overtaken them with
a win but remained ninth, having taken
only one point from three games. Nathan
Ake, the Dutch Under-21 international on
loan from Chelsea, scored in only the third
minute after a howler from Hungarian
goalkeeper Adam Bogdan, who was
deputising for the injured Simon Mignolet.

Bogdan was soon beaten again on an
unhappy league debut when Watford cap-
tain Troy Deeney sent leading scorer Ighalo
away to net for the fourth game in succes-
sion. The Nigerian made it 12 for the season
five minutes from time.

It was the first time since April 1987 that
Watford, promoted to the top flight again
this season, have won four successive
games at this level of English football.

“It was an amazing victory against an
amazing team,” Quique Sanchez Flores,
Watford’s manager, told the BBC. Yet the
Spaniard was keen not to get too carried
away with his side’s progress. “We should
be humble, we have a lot of matches to
play,” he added.

“Four wins back-to-back is massive and
starts our so-called tough run that every-
one’s talking about,” a jubilant Deeney
added on Sky Sports. “We’re just doing our
stuff and people have got to be worried to
come here now.

WRONG DECISION
Deeney and Ighalo have now scored 17

of the team’s 21 goals between them this
season. The captain, who plays just behind
his team-mate, offered an insight into their
understanding when describing the first
goal.

“I was fighting for the ball but I know
he’s going to make a run. He makes it easy
for me because he’s so quick and strong.”

“I know when he gets the ball, he will
play it behind the defence,” added Ighalo,
which was just what happened.

The predictability of the move did not
please Klopp, who criticised his team’s “bad
reaction” to conceding twice in the open-
ing quarter of an hour.

He insisted the first goal should not
have been allowed, however, claiming that
Bogdan had both hands on the ball after
initially dropping it from Ben Watson’s cor-
ner. “I think it’s a foul, it was a wrong deci-
sion, but our reaction was really bad,” he
said. “We lost our mind and lost a very easy
second goal, when we can defend better.
Ake’s goal, stabbed over the line from bare-
ly a metre, was the left-back’s first in
English football,  confirming the good
impression he has made at Watford.

Watford’s second did not reflect well on
Martin Skrtel, who seemed to have forced
Ighalo wide from Deeney’s pass but
allowed him shoot from a wide angle.

Skrtel limped off before half-time and
Divock Origi came on hoping to make an
impression as dramatic as last weekend’s
when his goal in the sixth minute of added
time earned Liverpool a draw against West
Bromwich Albion. The Belgian’s presence
contributed to an improvement in the sec-
ond half as the visitors finally made some
chances.

Alberto Moreno hit the side-netting
while Heurelho Gomes saved from Origi,
Jordan Henderson and Emre Can but
Watford remained dangerous in counter-
attacks.

Ighalo’s second in the 85th minute
rounded off a fine move that had flowed
through Deeney and then Swiss midfielder
Valon Behrami. So Watford continue to con-
found critics who forecast a grim struggle
against relegation following a return to the
Premier League in May after an eight-year
absence.

In 2007 they lasted one season, winning
only five games and finishing bottom. This
eighth victory from 17 games leaves them
handsomely placed although a tricky pro-
gramme awaits over the festive period with
games against Chelsea, Tottenham Hotspur
and Manchester City. —Reuters

Liverpool beaten 
by buoyant Watford

Watford 3 

Liverpool 0

WATFORD: Watford’s goalkeeper Heurelho Gomes celebrates their third goal during
the English Premier League soccer match between Watford and Liverpool at Vicarage
Road stadium in Watford, yesterday. — AP

SWANSEA: Swansea City and West Ham United
found no solution to their recent travails in a lack-
lustre 0-0 Premier League draw at a sodden Liberty
Stadium yesterday.  Swansea, still without a man-
ager following the dismissal of Garry Monk, created
the better chances, but Ki Sung-Yueng and Jack
Cork were both thwarted by visiting goalkeeper
Adrian.

The Welsh club have now gone seven league
games without a win and remain in the relegation
zone, two points from safety ahead of the Boxing
Day visit of West Bromwich Albion.

West Ham’s form is equally bleak as Slaven Bilic’s
injury-ravaged side have also gone seven league
games without winning, drawing their last three
matches 0-0.

Andy Carroll has joined a casualty list that
already featured Dimitri Payet, Manuel Lanzini,
Diafra Sakho and Winston Reid, but they are
nonetheless only four points below the Champions
League berths.  Swansea caretaker manager Alan
Curtis made only one change to the team cruelly
beaten 2-1 at Manchester City last weekend, when
Swansea went down to a stoppage-time strike by
Yaya Toure that looped in off team-mate Kelechi
Iheanacho.

Bafetimbi Gomis replaced Wayne Routledge
and lined up alongside Andre Ayew up front ahead
of a diamond midfield, with Gylfi Sigurdsson at
number 10.  Swansea had belied their recent strug-

gles with a courageous display at the Etihad
Stadium and they attacked this game in the same
vein.  Gomis and Ayew both threatened inside the
first 10 minutes, while West Ham goalkeeper
Adrian had to save with his legs from Ki Sung-
Yueng, who was teed up by Gomis, and Ayew
placed a right-foot shot narrowly wide.  Jack Cork
went close to putting Swansea ahead in spectacu-
lar fashion with a stunning 20-yard volley on the
hour, only for Adrian to fling himself across his goal

and save.
Moments later the hosts felt they should have

had a spot-kick when Ki’s shot struck James Collins
on the arm, but referee Lee Mason pointed to the
corner flag rather than the penalty spot.

Swansea’s failure to take their chances left them
vulnerable to a sucker-punch. Enner Valencia
almost landed one with a vicious shot from the left
that Lukasz Fabianski had to tip over the bar, while
Collins headed wide from a corner. —AFP

Hammers hold Swansea
Swansea 0

West Ham 0

SOUTH WALES: West Ham United’s English midfielder Mark Noble (R) vies with Swansea City’s
Icelandic midfielder Gylfi Sigurdsson during the English Premier League football match
between Swansea City and West Ham United at The Liberty Stadium in Swansea, south Wales
yesterday. —  AFP 

FATORDA: Chennaiyin were crowned
Indian Super League (ISL) champions
after two late goals gave them a 3-2
comeback victory over FC Goa in the
tournament’s final. 

Colombian striker Stiven Mendoza
scored the winning goal in the third
minute of injury time to complete a
stunning turnaround and break the
hearts of the home supporters who had
packed Goa’s Jawaharlal  Nehru

Stadium. The home side had appeared
set for victory when a freekick from
midfielder Joffre gave them a 2-1 lead
with only three minutes of normal time
left. But Goa goalkeeper Laxmikant
Kattimani, who had earlier saved two
penalties, then punched a cross into his
own net in the 90th minute before
Mendoza completed the scoring by
waltzing through a shell-shocked Goa
defence. —AFP

Chennaiyin win ISL 


