
MEDINA, Ohio:  A toothless, 41-
year-old bear in the middle of a per-
mit dispute between his owners and
the state was euthanized after fin-
ishing a last meal that included a
cream-filled doughnut. The black
bear named Archie had been in fail-
ing health for months and wasn’t
expected to live through hiberna-
tion, said owners Jeffrey and Debra
Gillium.

He was euthanized by a veterinar-
ian Friday after the Gilliums gave
him a big breakfast of dog food
mixed with tapioca pudding and a
doughnut. “He usually doesn’t get
stuff like that, but today was a spe-
cial day and he loves his sweets,”
Debra Gill ium told the Medina
Gazette . “He licked the tapioca off
my fingers.” The Gilliums had fought
to keep Archie despite failing to get
a permit when Ohio tightened rules
for keeping dangerous animals. They
argued that the bear was old and
unlikely to escape his fenced enclo-
sure near Lodi, roughly 40 miles
southwest of Cleveland. They said
that moving or tranquilizing him
could threaten his l ife and that
denying their permit wouldn’t serve
the public interest. But the Ohio
Department of Agriculture said it
couldn’t grant a permit because the

application was submitted long after
the deadline.

The Gilliums said they had cared
for the bear since 1981 and had
proper permits and licenses until the
law changed and their last permit
expired in 2013. They argued that
they weren’t adequately notified
about the changes when the
Department of Agriculture took over
enforcement on such matters and
they believed they were grandfa-
thered into the new permit system.

Debra Gillium said she took steps
to meet the new requirements,
including applying for a permit and
trying to have Archie tagged by
microchip. The department said the
Gilliums simply hadn’t complied
with current law. The restrictions on
ownership of dangerous and exotic
animals were enacted after a
Zanesville-area man released dozens
of exotic animals, including African
lions and Bengal tigers, at his prop-
erty before killing himself in 2011. 

A judge last May dismissed a civil
case by the couple. “It’s been hard
on us physically,” Debra Gillium told
The Gazette. “We got too attached to
Archie. I can say that I never regret-
ted one day of taking care of him
‘cause he was just so sweet and lov-
ing.” — AP
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WASHINGTON: A shake-up of the nation’s kid-
ney transplant system means more organs are
getting to patients once thought nearly impossi-
ble to match, according to early tracking of the
new rules. It’s been a year since the United
Network for Organ Sharing changed rules for the
transplant waiting list, aiming to decrease dispar-
ities and squeeze the most benefit from a scarce
resource: kidneys from deceased donors. Now
data from UNOS shows that the changes are
helping certain patients, including giving those
expected to live the longest a better shot at the
fittest kidneys. The hope is to “really level the
playing field,” said Dr Mark Aeder, a transplant
surgeon at University Hospitals Case Medical
Center in Cleveland who is chairman of the
UNOS’ kidney committee.

In Abingdon, Virginia, 8-year-old Marshall
Jones was one of the lucky first recipients. A birth
defect severely damaged his kidneys and a failed
transplant when he was younger left his immune
system abnormally primed to reject kidneys from
99 percent of donors. Then last January, after
four years of searching, organ officials found a
possible match, hours away by plane but avail-
able under the new policy - and it worked. “We
don’t use the word lightly, but this was really a
miracle kidney for him,” said Dr Victoria Norwood,
Marshall’s doctor and the pediatric nephrology
chief at the University of Virginia. There’s a huge
gap between who needs a new kidney and who
gets one. More than 101,000 people are on the
national waiting list, while only about 17,000 kid-
ney transplants are performed each year.
Roughly 11,000 of them are with kidneys donat-
ed from someone who just died; the rest occur
when a patient is able to find a living donor.

The wait for a deceased-donor kidney varies
widely around the country, and in 2014, more

than 4,500 people died before their turn. The
new kidney allocation system can’t alleviate the
overall organ shortage. “The only thing to short-
en total wait time for everybody is more organ
donors,” Aeder said. Instead, the policy altered
how deceased-donor kidneys are distributed,
shifting priorities so that how long you’ve been
on the waiting list isn’t the main factor. Among
the changes: 

1- fewer transplants are occurring in which
the kidney is predicted to outlive the recipient.
Now,  the kidneys expected to last the longest -
as calculated by donor age and medical history -
are offered first to the patients expected to sur-
vive the longest. That’s called longevity match-
ing. Before the change, 14 percent of the
longest-lasting kidneys went to recipients age 65

or older. That dropped to 5 percent as the new
policy kicked in, according to UNOS monitoring.

2- the less time spent on dialysis, the better
patients fare after a transplant. Yet where you
live still plays a big role in how quickly you’re put
on the transplant list, with minorities and those
in rural and poorer areas spending more time on
dialysis first. The new policy gives people credit
for that dialysis time, moving them up the wait-

ing list, and boosted transplants among long-
time dialysis users, UNOS found. In turn, trans-
plants inched up among African-Americans,
who spend disproportionately more time on
dialysis.

3- then there are those hardest-to-match
patients such as Marshall, about 8,000 of them
now on the waiting list. The new policy gives
them special priority for organs that can be
shipped to a wider  area of the country than oth-
er kidneys, broadening the search for a super-
rare match.

As a result, the percentage of transplants
among those patients has risen nearly fivefold,
said UNOS senior research scientist Darren
Stewart. UNOS is tracking the changes closely to
look for unintended problems because more
transplants for one group can mean fewer for
another. For example, adults younger than age
50 are getting more kidneys since the rule
change, but older patients still account for about
half of transplants. Another question is how the
new policy will work long term as a backlog of
the special-case patients starts to clear.

“All of a sudden you got a floodgate that opens
because you gave these people a big advantage
and you’re shipping kidneys across the country to
them,” said Dr John Roberts, transplant chief at the
University of California, San Francisco, one of the
largest kidney programs. He praised the rule
change but said it may need some fine-tuning. For
example, the new policy also offers wider access
to the kidneys expected to last the shortest
amount of time, because the oldest or sickest
patients might choose one for a quicker trans-
plant rather than gambling that a fitter one will
become available. But, “we don’t have a great way
to predict what’s coming for a patient” to help
them decide, Roberts said. Discards of those less-
fit kidneys temporarily increased a bit as the new
policy began. Stay tuned. Transplant centers are
learning to handle the logistical hurdles of ship-
ping more kidneys around the country, potentially
opening additional avenues to alleviate geo-
graphic disparities, Aeder said. “There’s much
more to come.” — AP

MUMBAI: India’s largest drugmaker Sun
Pharmaceutical Industries Ltd has been
warned by US health regulators for violat-
ing manufacturing standards at its Halol
plant in India, even as it has been working
on fixing issues at the plant for over a year.
The US Food and Drug Administration’s
“warning letter” to Sun Pharma indicates
the agency is dissatisfied with the remedi-
al measures the company has implement-
ed since last September, when the FDA
first notified the company of its concerns
after an inspection. That inspection report
highlighted nearly two dozen issues the
FDA staff found, including problems with
aseptic practices and water leaks in the
ceiling of the manufacturing area.

The letter, which was publicized by Sun

Pharma itself and has yet to appear on the
FDA website, means the US agency could
ban imports from the plant if the prob-
lems are not resolved. The Halol plant
makes up about 15 percent of Sun
Pharma’s sales in its largest market, the
United States. It is critical to the company
as it has the capabilities to manufacture
injectable products, which are difficult to
make and hence a niche and lucrative
market for drugmakers.

Sun Pharma said in a statement on
Saturday that it had made “significant
investments” in automation and training
to improve quality systems at the plant,
hired consultants, and was updating the
FDA on all the corrective measures it was
taking. Most of the issues in the warning

letter are the same as those in the report
sent in September, Sun Pharma’s
Managing Director and Indian billionaire
Dilip Shanghvi, said in a conference call
late on Saturday.The company does not
expect any change in the timeline to finish
its remediation work and invite the FDA
for a re-inspection, he said. The company
has not disclosed the timeline.

Approvals on hold
Shanghvi said the warning letter may

have been issued because Sun Pharma
had not “effectively” communicated to the
FDA the extent of remediation work it had
already done. “Whether the remediation
commitments we made are adequate,
whether we need to do more ... these are

issues we need to assess and understand
and probably consult with additional sub-
ject matter experts,” he said. He said the
company was also putting together an
internal task force to assess how to
respond to the issues raised. The warning
to Sun Pharma is the latest in a series of
FDA actions over the past year against
drug manufacturing plants in India, which
supply about 40 percent of the medicines
sold in the United States. Facilities of
multinational firms manufacturing in
India have also faced similar US action.

Just last month, India’s second-largest
drugmaker Dr Reddy’s Laboratories Ltd
received an FDA warning letter citing
quality control issues, including data
integrity, at three of its manufacturing

plants in India.
Sun Pharma itself is already grappling

with US import bans on five of its other
manufacturing facilities in India. The
company said it was cooperating with
the FDA and willing to undertake any
additional steps necessary. Since last
September, Sun Pharma has not received
any US approvals to launch new drugs
made at Halol. The situation will contin-
ue until the problems are fixed, Shanghvi
said. “Getting the site back in compliance
is a major priority and focus,” he said. The
company did not say when exactly the
warning letter was issued. The letters are
usually posted on the agency’s website a
week after they are sent to the manufac-
turer. — Ruters

FDA warns India’s Sun Pharma over standards at Halol plant

PORTLAND, Maine: There will be fewer claws
for Christmas in Europe this year. Less of the
record lobster catches that have been a boon
for the American fishing industry are making it
onto European tables, where they have long
been a holiday tradition, from lobster
Thermidor in France to Italy’s La Vigilia, known
in America as the Feast of the Seven Fishes.

But a strong US dollar and a less-than-fes-
tive economy overseas mean a weak year for
American shippers like Mike Tourkistas.
Tourkistas said lobster’s status as a luxury item,
coupled with a rising price because of compe-
tition from Chinese importers and a weak
euro, is motivating some consumers to stay
away - even if they can afford it. For middle-
aged, white Washingtonians, a troubling
death-rate trend A big hole opens up, and
Russell Wilson takes it in for a touchdown - a
play that is called back on a hold against the
Seahawks. “Nobody wants to be seen with a
lobster claw hanging out of their mouth when
the economy is really suffering,” said
Tourkistas, who is based out of Topsfield,
Massachusetts. Canada and the US export the
same species of lobster to Europe - the
American lobster, known for its big, meaty
claws and popularity with summer New
England tourists. European waters have their
own species of lobster, which has evolved as a

cultural totem for generations in Europe.
Eugene Delacroix’s nearly 200-year-old paint-
ing, “Still Life With Lobsters,” hangs in the
Louvre in Paris.

Exporters started shipping large amounts
of lobster to Europe in the early 1980s when
airspace became available, Tourkistas said, but
it has been a popular food item on the conti-

nent for centuries. Lobster is popular in stew in
Spain, stuffed in the shell with gruyere as lob-
ster Thermidor in France, and with risotto in
Italy. Some in the American lobster industry
suspect European business will be off more
than 25 percent this year. The recent trend
reflects the deepening of a longer slide in the
amount of lobster the U.S. is sending to
Europe, where supermarkets rely on the crus-
taceans to draw shoppers around the holidays.

Shipments of live and frozen lobster from
the US to Spain valued more than $63 million
in 2007 and fell to less than $40 million last
year. In Italy, where lobster is sometimes part
of the traditional Christmas Eve seafood feast,
American lobster imports fell nearly a fifth to
less than 8.2 million pounds last year. John
Sackton, publisher of market analytics website
Seafood.com, said he expects lobster to even-
tually come back strong in Europe. But this
year, the value of live lobster shipments to
Europe through October has dipped com-
pared to last, he said.

“I would say the expectation is this will be
one of the weaker lobster export Christmases
to Europe,” Sackton said. The drop in sales to
Europe is happening as New England fisher-
men are catching more lobsters than ever,
especially in Maine, the country’s biggest lob-
ster producer. American fishermen typically

caught 60 million to 90 million pounds of lob-
ster per year in the 1990s and 2000s but have
topped 140 million pounds for three straight
years.

Longtime lobsterman William Adler said
he’s not that concerned about the European
market’s slip because consumers farther east
are making up for it. American lobster exports
to China climbed from $2.1 million in 2009 to
more than $90 million in last year, federal sta-
tistics show. “There’s growth in Asia,” Adler said.
“Whatever happens in Europe happens.” — AP

YORK, Maine: In this Thursday, Dec 10, 2015, photo, Jamie Lane packs live lobsters for
overseas shipment at the Maine Lobster Outlet in York, Maine. — AP

US lobster exports to Europe are down for Christmas season

CHARLOTTESVILLE, Virginia: In this photo provided by the University of
Virginia Health System, taken Dec 9, 2015, Marshall Jones, right, laughs with
Dr John Barcia in the Battle Building at the University of Virginia Children’s
Hospital in Charlottesville, Va. — AP photos

New rules bringing kidneys to
hardest-to-transplant patients

LODI, Ohio. This March 13, 2015 photo shows Archie the bear in

Lodi. — AP

Aging bear at center
of court fight is

euthanized in Ohio 

CHARLOTTESVILLE, Virginia: Marshall Jones poses for a photo in the Battle
Building at the University of Virginia Children’s Hospital.

YORK, Maine: A rubber band used to keep
handlers safe marks a lobster caught in
American waters at the Maine Lobster
Outlet in York.


