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MUSCAT: The Oman Ministry of Tourism in
cooperation with the Al-Jebal Al-Hajariya
Travel and Tourism (Husaak Adventures) has
successfully concluded the Western Hajar
mountain range trek, which was held recently
in Muscat, Oman. The hike featured a total of
15 female representatives who have gathered
together from across the GCC countries to
conquer the summit of Jebel Shams. Standing
at over 3 km above sea level, Jebel Shams is
the highest peak in the GCC where the hikers
stood to send a message of love and unity
under the slogan “One Nation.” 

The trip was organized as a demonstration
of the unity of the GCC in an adventurous
gathering that showcased the stunning land-
scape of Oman. The women hikers who joined
the event braved the challenging trail and
trekked for two days to the top of Jebel
Shams. The hikers represented their GCC coun-
tries and raised their flags in celebration of
completing the challenging trek. 

Asma Al-Hajri, Deputy Director General,
International Tourism Promotions, Oman
Ministry of Tourism, said: “This trek provided a
wonderful platform for athletic and adventur-
ous women across the region to strengthen
their ties with their sisters from neighboring
countries in a dynamic and truly unforgettable
experience that is both mentally and physical-
ly challenging. The trek started on December
10 at the meeting point in Muscat where the
ladies then transferred to the location to begin
the hike. This adventure stretched over a 20
kilometers path that is suitable and safe for
walking and climbing. The ministry’s support
of this event is part of its active efforts to pro-
mote and encourage adventure tourism,
which defines the beauty that the Sultanate
enjoys.”

Thirst for adventure
Ali Husain, Founder of Al-Jebal Al-Hajariya

(Husaak Adventures), commended the female
group of mountain hikers and their thirst for
adventure: “At Husaak adventures, we try to
push people out of their perceived boundaries
so that they can enjoy nature and appreciate
the beauty of the environment while challeng-
ing themselves physically. We are all proud of
these ladies that attempted and hiked this
majestic mountain successfully proved that
outdoor adventure can be enjoyed by every-
one. We look forward to seeing more people
from the GCC enjoy the beauty of Oman, the
hidden jewel of the Arabia.”

Among those who were included in the
hiking trip was Linda Al-Muqaimi, Rumaitha
Al-Busaidi and Salsabeel Al-Busaidi represent-
ing Oman, Lulu Al-Awadhi, Dalal Al-Omar,
Sabika Al-Ayar, Nourah Al-Sabah, Hind Al-

Khatrash, and Aseel Shaheen from Kuwait,
Nada Jamsheer, Hadeyah Fathallah and Fatima
Fathallah from Bahrain. In addition to Nahid
Al-Dosary from Saudi Arabia, Ghaida Al-Suror
and Jawaher Al-Mutawa from Qatar and finally
Aysha Al-Mamari and Moza Al-Hasani from the
UAE. The participants expressed their pride at
successfully meeting the summit, which they
consider both a personal accomplishment and
a fulfillment of their role as citizens of their
respective nations.

In this regard, Nahed Al-Dosary from
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia said: “I am proud and
delighted to represent my country with my fel-
low GCC sisters as a celebration of the unity of
our nations and the power of women to over-
come obstacles. We reinforced this message
from the summit of Jebel Shams, which is the
highest peak in the GCC at the same time that
the Summit of the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) was being held in Riyadh. I would like to

thank the team of Husaak for organizing this
great trip and giving us the opportunity to
reach this milestone.”

Withstand the challenges 
Kuwait representative Noora Al-Sabah,

added: “For the past three months I have dedi-
cated myself to achieving this goal. I needed
to prepare myself adequately for it so I fol-
lowed an intensive fitness program and nutri-
tion plan to help my body endure and with-
stand the challenges in this trek as well as the
weather in Oman. Before beginning the jour-
ney, I tried to recall the previous difficulties
that I had to overcome with team Husaak. This
inspired me to put myself in the same mindset
to overcome these difficulties. We represented
our GCC countries and climbed the summit
with determination and persistence, sticking
together and making sure to never leave a sin-
gle person behind. The highlight of this trek

was proudly raising my country’s flag and I
was thankful that the whole thing was docu-
mented so we can cherish such a memory. I
would like to extend my sincere gratitude to
team Husaak for organizing the trip as well as
to our team leaders, Lulu Al-Awadhi, Dalal Al-
Omar and Sabika Al-Ayar who inspired every-
one to push their limits.”

Linda Al-Muqaimi from Oman said: “The
trip brought together the most beautiful
women in the Gulf. Our steadfast cooperation
and determination drove us during this climb
and our collective ability to overcome the
obstacles we faced fills me with pride. This is
characteristic of the Gulf women of today and
this proves that we can be whatever we want
to be.” Salsabeel Al-Busaidi, also representing
Oman said: “The Jebel Shams trek was beauti-
ful and truly unforgettable. I want to thank the
leaders in Husaak team who organized this
trip and pushed us to our limits. They inspired

me to defy my mental and physical bound-
aries reach the top of the mountain with the
help of God. Once we were on the summit we
proudly raised the flags of our countries and it
was my great honor to meet those beautiful
women, work with them hand in hand and
encourage each other to build this strong
cooperation spirit between us. Gulf Women
are strong our ability to achieve is not defined
by our age or size. With patience faith and
hard work we can achieve any goal in life. I will
never forget this trip; it has given me so much
positive energy that renewed my confidence. I
encourage everyone to visit Jebel Shams and
enjoy the charming scenery. Oman is rare gem
and has its own unique landmarks. When I was
on my way to the top, I stood and pondered
over the mountains of Oman soaking in all the
beauty of nature and life that I witnessed. I
thank the Ministry of Tourism for their efforts
to promote effective natural tourism in Oman
locally and internationally, and thank the
Ministry of Environment for their efforts to
spread environmental awareness and preser-
vation. Greeting of gratefulness and love to
His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said (May God
Protect Him) for his permanent support for the
Omani women in all aspects, including adven-
ture, sports and defying the odds.”

National duty 
Qatar representative Jawaher Al-Mutawa

and Ghaida Al-Suror says, “This trip provided
us with the platform to perform our national
duty and raise the flag of Qatar up high. It is
not merely a spectacular event set at the high-
est Gulf peak, it represented the persistence of
Qatari women and prove its position and grati-
tude in light of the celebrations of the country
with its National Day.”

Aysha Al-Mamari the representative of the UAE
said: “The Jebel Shams journey was a big chal-
lenge for me. My goal was not just to reach the
summit but it was a test to my abilities and enjoy
the charming nature of the Oman Mountains, as
well as to meet my sisters from the Gulf countries.
I was impressed with professionalism of the highly
skilled guides and mentors who accompanied us
on the trip. I am proud that this is a professionally
organized GCC event led by GCC nationals. I also
want to extend my gratitude to the Ministry of
Tourism in Oman and their efforts in coordinat-
ing this trip and ensuring our comfort. I was sur-
prised when Omani police patrol car stopped
next to us where I had thought that we commit-
ted a traffic violation and was surprised to know
that they wanted to show their support and stay
with us in case of any emergency. I love to travel
and I have traveled to more than 35 countries,
however, I can say that this trip is the best travel
experience I had.” 

Fifteen women from the GCC discover beauty
of Oman’s mountains during exciting trek 

KUWAIT: Over the last 104 years Al-
Mubarakiya School continued to be a
landmark of modern education and
enlightenment for all sons of Kuwait away
from any form of discrimination. Founded
on December 22, 1911 as the first modern
education facility training students on
arithmetic and commercial skills, the
school was named after Sheikh Mubarak
Al-Sabah. It was followed by Al-Ahmadiya
School - the first English school in Kuwait,
established in 1921. Sheikh Yousof Bin Isa
Al-Qena’e, the first principal of Al-
Mubarakiya School, was one of the icons
of the intellectual enlightenment who
advocated compulsory education. He was
succeeded by Youssof bin Humoud, Omar
Asem Al-Azmeiry, Abdulaziz Al-Rashid
and Mohammad Kharashi Al-Manfalouty.

The School’s finances used to depend
on pubic donations and tuition fees
before its annexation in 1936 to the then
‘Majlis Al-Maaref’ (the council of knowl-
edge) which was later renamed as the
ministry of education.

The School continued to provide
teaching until 1985 when its building was chosen as venue of the
Central Library. Three intellectuals spearheaded lobbying for the
launching of the School; these are Sheikh Yousof Bin Isa Al-Qena’e,
Sheikh Nasser Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah and Yassin Al-Tabtaba’ei.

Beacon of knowledge
Speaking to KUNA on the occasion of the School’s anniversary,

Suleiman Boland, director of the antiquities and museums depart-
ment of the National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters
(NCCAL), said the School used to be a beacon of knowledge that
turned to be a platform for Kuwaiti intellectuals. 

“The School played a great role in the cultural and scientific

Mubarakiya School
marks 104th ’versary 

advancement enjoyed by Kuwait
at present. It depended on per-
sonal donations and with Al-
Qena’e donating 50 rupees and
then generous contributions by
philanthropic Kuwaitis followed,”
Boland said.

On December 22, 1911, the
opening day of the School, a
total of 254 pupils were enrolled
and the enrolment grew to 341
five years later, he noted.
Teaching at the School used to
focus on Arabic reading and
writing, arithmetic, commerce,
and the Holy Quran sciences,
until the 1936-1937 semester
when a more modern curricu-
lum was introduced and foreign
teachers were employed, he
went on. “ The alumni of the
School played a great role in the
progress of Kuwait in all fields,
Boland said, noting that the
School was annexed in 1979 to
NCCAL which turned it into the
Central Library. On January 23,
2012, the site was turned into a
museum for the history of edu-
cation in Kuwait,” he added.

Financial difficulties
In similar statements to

KUNA, Dr Saleh Al-Ojairi ,  an
alumnus of the School, recalled his memories in the School and
its wonderful architecture. He said Ibn Ibrahim, a Kuwaiti mer-
chant who lived in India, contributed 15,000 rupees, the biggest
donation, to the launching of the School. “Despite the generous
donations of the Kuwaiti people, the School faced financial diffi-
culties in the early years before the discovery of oil. Nevertheless,
it was able to overcome these difficulties and continued to offer
proper teaching until 1936 when teachers and books were
brought from Palestine, Iraq, Syria, Egypt, Bahrain and Lebanon,”
Dr Al- Ojairi added. —  KUNA

Teachers and students of Al-Mubarakiya School in a group photo.
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