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NEW YORK: US and Canadian officials have
pledged to work with China to track down and
repatriate Chinese fugitives living abroad. But
that cooperation is proving to have clear limits.
So far, only one person on China’s Operation Sky
Net list of 100 most wanted fugitives - 46 of
whom were believed to be in the United States
and Canada - has been returned to China from
either country. Another woman on the list
chose to return to China from the US herself,
and at least one more is in a US immigration
detention center awaiting deportation. Reuters
found that many of the remaining North
American suspects on the list, like Florida busi-
nessman Wei Chen and British Columbia mush-
room farmer Wang Qingwei, are living openly as
legal immigrants and have heard nothing from
the US or Canadian governments since the Sky
Net list was published in April. “The list has
ruined my life, but I’m not hiding,” said Chen, a
US citizen since 2005, in an interview with
Reuters.  “I don’t know about the other 99 peo-
ple, but I didn’t do what they said.” Liu Jianchao,
China’s minister in charge of repatriating cor-
ruption suspects said that 17 of 100 Sky Net
fugitives have been returned so far, mostly from
countries with close ties to China, including
Singapore, Malaysia, Cambodia and Uganda.

Cooperation with limits
Neither the United States nor Canada has an

extradition treaty with China, partly because
they question the integrity of its judicial system
and treatment of prisoners. That has meant that
the only people on China’s list who have so far
faced deportation in North America are those
found to have committed crimes or immigra-
tion violations since arriving. One of them, Yang

Xiuzhu, 69 said she entered the US on a fake
passport. She is in custody awaiting deporta-
tion proceedings and has filed for asylum.

The one corruption suspect on the wanted
list returned to China from North America so far
was Yang’s brother, who was deported for US
immigration violations in September. The
United States has carefully calibrated its public
statements on the assistance it will offer China.
A spokesman for the Department of Justice said
the US will “vigorously pursue prosecutions”
against fugitives sought by China “where there
is alleged money laundering or other criminal
activity in this country.” However, US officials
have also made clear that they would need to
see China’s evidence of crimes before offering
full cooperation. 

A former US security official, who asked not
to be named, said China has provided virtually
no evidence so far against the alleged fugitives.
Canada, which elected a new federal govern-
ment in October, has said it will continue to
work on a deal with China to return corrupt offi-
cials in exchange for a share of the assets seized,
which would be considered proceeds of the
individual’s crimes While Canada does not have
an extradition treaty with China, if an individual
is found to have lied on a visa application - as in
falsely stating that money brought into the
country was obtained legally when it was not-
residency can be revoked. 

At least one corruption suspect in Canada
and one in the US have been awarded citizen-
ship, and many more have been granted per-
manent residency. Those located by Reuters
questioned why they were on the list. Miami
businessman Chen is accused by China of mis-
appropriating public funds while working at the

state-owned Haomen Group. Chinese authori-
ties declined requests from Reuters to elaborate
on the charges.

Speaking publicly for the first time, Chen
denied the allegations to a Reuters reporter.
Chen said he suspects that officials blame him
for the overall decline of Haomen’s business
after it entered into a poorly-fated joint venture
with French company Danone group. He said
he expected to hear from US officials after find-
ing himself on the list but has not. He received a
call last month from a Chinese anti-corruption
officer only after Reuters made inquiries about
his case there. Chen said the official would not
elaborate on why he is on the list.

Huang Hong, Chen’s ex-wife, is also on the
Sky Net list. Chen confirmed that Hong is in the
US and said she had not been contacted by
either Chinese or US officials. He said she never
worked at Haomen but declined to talk more
about her. Hong did not reply to messages left
by Reuters. Evaluating Chen’s assertion of inno-
cence or China’s accusations is difficult, since
the events took place more than 20 years ago.
Another of the corruption suspects, Wang,
wanted by China for alleged accounting fraud,
operates a small mushroom farm in the
Canadian town of Chilliwack. He was out mak-
ing deliveries when Reuters visited, but his
brother confirmed that Wang is the man on the
Sky Net list and said he was unaware of Wang
having been contacted by authorities.

When asked about the allegations against
Wang, the brother declined to comment, but
gestured toward a sagging 1920s farmhouse,
its back porch littered with inexpensive chil-
dren’s shoes and muddy work boots. “He’s a
farmer,” he said. Another man on the list, want-

ed for alleged corruption and bribery, lives in a
modest townhouse outside Seattle. He asked
not to be identified because he didn’t want to
attract additional attention to his situation. His
wife, who answered the door to two Reuters
reporters recently, said he has not been con-
tacted by Chinese or US authorities. She
declined to comment on the charges except to
say, “If you offend the leadership, the leader-
ship will retaliate.”

Hunted across continents
To be sure, some individuals on the list have

been pursued more aggressively. Canadian
authorities for years denied Vancouver property
developer Michael Ching Mo Yeung citizenship,
which he claimed in a lawsuit was because of
corruption charges leveled against him by
China. He has since applied for refugee status.
Yang Xiuzhu, the woman arrested and held
since last year on immigration violation charges,
spoke to Reuters recently at a New York deten-
tion facility. Wearing an orange prison jumpsuit,
Yang said she was arrested at her sister’s New
York apartment just a month after she arrived in
the United States on a false passport last year.

Yang, accused of stealing $39 million while
deputy mayor of Wenzhou, in Eastern China,
denied the charges against her. She called the
list a political document targeting enemies of
the current regime rather than a roster of true
criminals. “I suspect I am a pawn between US
and Chinese negotiators,” she said. When her
brother was returned to China, state-owned
media showed him handcuffed, flanked by
policemen, being led off a private jet at Fuzhou
airport in southeastern China. He has not been
seen in public since. —Reuters

China’s most wanted live 
openly in US and Canada 
Officials pledge to track down and repatriate Chinese fugitives

LAS VEGAS: Vehicle traffic on the Las Vegas Strip
is closed as police investigate the area after a car
crashed into a group of pedestrians on the side-
walk in front of the Paris Las Vegas and Planet
Hollywood Resort & Casino reportedly injuring at
least 35 people and killing one. —AFP

1 dead, 26 hurt as 
car crashes into Las 
Vegas Strip sidewalk

LAS VEGAS: A woman with a toddler in her car deliberate-
ly and repeatedly rammed into pedestrians on the packed
Las Vegas Strip Sunday, killing one person and injuring at
least 26 others, police said. “This was not an act of terror-
ism... we’ve ruled that out,” Deputy Police Chief Brett
Zimmerman told reporters. But “we have determined that
this is an intentional act.” The Las Vegas Strip, lined with
casinos and fancy hotels, attracts throngs of tourists from
around the world and is usually abuzz with activity.  The
incident occurred on the same night that Las Vegas hosted
the popular Miss Universe pageant, which saw the crown-
ing of Miss Philippines.  

Witness Rabia Qureshi, a tourist from Wisconsin, told the
local NBC station KSNV that the vehicle in question looked
like “a bowling ball and the human bodies were like pins.”
“You think it’s a show, because you’re in Vegas,” Qureshi
was quoted as saying. “But then I saw some people fly in
the air.” The suspect was in custody, speaking with detec-
tives and undergoing several tests, including for alcohol.
Police-urging more witnesses to come forward-described
her as an African American woman in her 20s who was
driving a 1996 Oldsmobile with Oregon license plates. The
toddler in the car was unharmed, they said. “She went up
off the street, onto the sidewalk, two or possibly three
times,” Las Vegas police Lt Dan McGrath told reporters.

He said the woman had yet to be charged. Zimmerman
told reporters that one person had been killed and that 26
people were taken to area hospitals after the incident. He
said six of those injured and listed in critical condition were
now stable. Police had earlier put the number of people
hurt at 37. Local media outlet 8 News NOW reported that
the incident occurred shortly after 6:30 pm between Planet
Hollywood, where the Miss Universe pageant took place,
and the Paris Las Vegas Hotel.”There were men running
after her trying to stop the vehicle. They couldn’t get to her.
They were yelling stop, and she wasn’t trying,” one witness
told CNN.

The suspect initially left the scene, police confirmed.
Another local media outlet, KTNV, reported that the
University Medical Center, one of three hospitals where the
injured were taken, said most of its patients were from
Montreal in Canada.  Cars were diverted near the Paris Las
Vegas hotel, where the Strip was shut down as first respon-
ders rushed to the chaotic scene, according to CNN. Images
from the scene showed a slew of ambulances and medical
personnel attending to the injured amid the backdrop of
the city’s world famous hotels. Authorities said it was likely
that the Las Vegas Boulevard would remain closed for most
of the night as the probe into what happened continued.
Hours after the incident, live footage showed the usually
bustling Strip taped off and eerily still. —AFP

EU extends sanctions 
against defiant Russia

BRUSSELS: The EU extended damaging economic sanctions
against Russia yesterday amid sharp differences over relations
with Moscow which struck back with a furious tirade and its
own import ban against Ukraine. Russia said the move, pro-
longing sanctions imposed over the Ukraine conflict, gave the
lie to EU claims of wanting better relations with Moscow to
counter common threats such as terrorism. “It is necessary to
point out that instead of building constructive cooperation to
counter the key challenges of our times such as international
terrorism, the EU in Brussels prefers to continue its short-sight-
ed game of sanctions,” the Russian foreign ministry said in a
statement.

For its part, the European Council of all 28 EU member states
said it rolled over the economic sanctions because the peace
accords, agreed by France, Germany, Ukraine and Russia at talks
in the Belarusian capital Minsk, would not be fully implemented
by the end of this year as required.

“Since the Minsk agreements will not be fully implemented
by 31 December 2015, the duration of the sanctions has been
prolonged whilst the Council continues its assessment of
progress in implementation,” it said.

EU officials say that while there has been an improvement
on the ground in eastern Ukraine where pro-Moscow rebels
hold sway, Kiev still does not have control of the border with
Russia, a key element in the Minsk accord. There can be no let
up in sanctions until Russia uses its influence with the rebels to
ensure the ceasefire holds for good, they say. The announce-
ments came as top EU, Ukrainian and Russian officials met in
Brussels for talks on the introduction of a free trade pact
between Kiev and Brussels from January 1, part of a wider asso-
ciation agreement.

Russia bitterly opposes the 2014 EU association agreement,
which sparked the overthrow of Ukraine’s pro-Moscow presi-
dent Viktor Yanukovych, and says the free trade deal will allow a
flood of cheap EU products into one of its key markets. Russian
Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev said: “Neither Ukraine nor the
European Union are ready to sign a legally binding agreement
which would take into account Russia’s interests.” —AFP


