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JALALABAD: Islamic State militants in eastern
Afghanistan have taken to the airwaves to win recruits
as they try to build strength and replace the Taleban
as the leading force in the Islamist insurgency.
Officials have been increasingly concerned by the
broadcasts, which encourage young people to find a
sense of direction in the radical movement. If the
broadcasts take hold, officials fear they will feed off a
growing sense of hopelessness among many inured
to war and struggling to get by in an increasingly
tough economic climate. “Most of our people are job-
less and this radio will encourage lots of people to
join their ranks,” said Ahmad Ali Hazrat, head of the
provincial council in Nangarhar.

“Now Daesh are seven k i lometers outside
Jalalabad city and if the government doesn’t act soon
it will expand its broadcast and recruit even from
Kabul,” he said, using the term widely used for Islamic
State. The 90-minute daily Pashto language broad-
cast, called “Voice of the Caliphate”, consists mainly of
interviews, messages and songs about Islamic State.
It can be heard in Nangarhar, the eastern province
where Islamic State has established its stronghold. It
controls several districts wrested from the Taleban,
who are seeking to re-establish their hard-line
Islamist regime after being toppled by US-led military
intervention in 2001.

In one program, an Islamic State member said the
broadcasts were to counter the negative public image
of the group fostered by reports of extreme violence.
“There are many projects to defame us,” the member,
identified as Jan Aqa Shafaq, said.

“Most of our young generation, these ‘lipstick
young’ who shave closely and wear the kind of cloth-
ing that does not distinguish them from females, cre-
ate such propaganda.” Islamic State is a relatively new
force in Afghanistan and there is some dispute about
how strong it is, how many members it commands
and how closely it is linked operationally to the move-
ment’s main arm in Iraq and Syria.

Security officials say many members are former
Taleban fighters who have fallen out with the current
leadership or who are seeking a more extreme form of
militant activity. 

Last week, the commander of international forces
in Afghanistan, US General John Campbell, said there
were between 1,000 and 3,000 members of the move-
ment in Afghanistan and he said its influence would
spread if left unchecked. Officials in Nangarhar say
they had so far been unable to block the broadcasts,
which appear to shift location regularly. “They move
from one place to another,” said Attaullah Khogyani, a
spokesman for the Nangarhar governor. “It makes it
difficult for us.” — Reuters
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JALALABAD: Afghan children play with tires in a village on the outskirts of Jalalabad in Nangarhar
province. — AFP 

NEW DELHI: India’s Supreme Court yesterday rejected
an appeal against the release of the youngest convict
in a fatal gang-rape, sparking fury from the victim’s
parents who said the ruling was a betrayal of women.
Amid growing outrage at the freeing of the 20-year-
old, judges said there were no legal grounds to allow
a petition by the Delhi Commission for Women, which
wanted to reverse his release from a youth correction-
al facility.

At a hearing presided over by Justice AK Goel and
UU Lalit, the court said “there is nothing in the law”
that would allow them to order him back behind bars
and he therefore could not be detained any longer.
The ruling was greeted with despair by the parents of
the victim, 23-year-old Jyoti Singh, who has become
the symbol of the plight of women in a country with
frightening levels of sexual violence. 

The father of a student who died after being gang-
raped said the family had been failed by Indian justice.
“What can I say? There are no words to describe our
disappointment,” Badrinath Singh, the father of the
victim Jyoti Singh said. “We don’t understand all these
laws. We only know that the system has failed us.” Her
rape and subsequent death from internal injuries
three years ago sparked some of the biggest demon-
strations in India’s recent history, which intensified
after being broken up by heavy-handed police tactics.

It also triggered deep soul-searching about the
treatment of women in a country where rape victims
are often stigmatized and frequently pressured by
police and relatives to drop allegations. “There are no
words to describe our disappointment,” her father
Badrinath Singh said. “We don’t understand all these
laws. We only know that the system has failed us.” The
convict, who cannot be named for legal reasons, was
one of a group of six who abducted the young physio-
therapy student after she had spent an evening at the
movies with a male friend.

They lured her onto an off-duty bus and then took

it in turns to rape her and violate her with a metal rod
before throwing her onto the road. She died of her
injuries nearly a fortnight later in a Singapore hospital.
One of the six committed suicide while on remand
and the other four adult attackers were given the
death penalty, although the sentence has yet to be
carried out pending an appeal.

The youngest of the convicts was sent to a juvenile

correctional facility for a three-year term-the maxi-
mum allowed under Indian law. Jyoti’s mother, Asha
Devi, said Monday’s ruling showed India had “not
learned any lessons from this case” and urged Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to introduce laws with
tougher sentences for sex attacks. “They have basically
handed young criminals a licence that says before the
age of 18 you can rape girls, do whatever you want,
because our laws do not have any provisions to pun-
ish you,” she said. “They only care about men... women
are only betrayed, like they always have been.”

Both parents were briefly detained on Sunday after
police broke up a protest against the release on secu-
rity grounds. But they attended a fresh demonstration
Monday near parliament that drew crowds from far
and wide. “Modi is our prime minister and I have just
one question for him: ‘If a case like my daughter’s is
being ignored, then what kind of murder, what kind of
a rape, will it take for the law to be changed?” the
mother said as she arrived at the rally. Some protes-
tors wore T-shirts with slogans such ‘Hang the Rapist’
while others carried placards with drawings of a
noose.

Vikash Sharma travelled from the neighboring
state of Haryana to show his solidarity with the par-
ents. “He should at least have been given life impris-
onment,” Sharma said. “The law must be amended to
send the message that those who commit heinous
crimes can’t get away with it if they are minors.” News
that he had been freed from the correctional facility
and was now being sheltered by a charity was only
revealed on Sunday when the juvenile justice board
signed his release papers. However police sources said
he was in fact handed over to the charity-which has
not been named over fears of an attack on its premis-
es-on December 9. Under Indian law, the victim of a
sex attack cannot be named but the parents last week
called for people to use Jyoti’s name in a bid to end
the stigma often attached to victims. — Agencies  
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NEW DELHI: An Indian protester holds a plac-
ard during a demonstration against the
release of a juvenile rapist in New Delhi yes-
terday. — AFP 

CHIANG MAI: Thai rescue workers try to find survivors following a bus crash in Doi
Saket district, 30 kilometers from the northern city of Chiang Mai. —  AFP 

KUALA LUMPUR: A horrific bus crash in
Thailand which killed 13 Malaysian
tourists and severely injured several oth-
ers left four members of the same family
dead, while two survived, a report said
yesterday. The four dead spanned three
generations, including an 85- year-old
grandmother and her 39-year-old grand-
daughter, according to the The Star
newspaper. “We are all in shock,” a rela-
tive of the family in Malaysia told the
paper. 

Some 22 Malaysians, mostly elderly,
had gone to Chiang Mai on December 17
for a five-day tour organized by
Malaysian operator Chiu Travel. The acci-
dent occurred on Sunday in Doi Saket
district 30 kilometers from the northern
city of Chiang Mai. Images posted online
by local news outlets showed scene of
devastation as rescuers battled to reach
those trapped inside the smashed bus,
which had come to rest in thick foliage
with its roof caved in. 

In one picture white sheeting had
been draped over victims’ remains. Chiu
Travel manager Terence Yung said that
the company had flown 15 Malaysian rel-
atives of victims to Thailand and they
were expected to reach Chiang Mai

Monday evening to help identify bodies.
Thai police said a total of 14 people were
killed in the accident, 13 Malaysians and
one Thai. Malaysia’s foreign ministry and
Chiu Travel confirmed the number of
Malaysians killed in the crash as 13. Chiu
Travel said one Thai tour guide had died
as well. The Malaysian foreign ministry
said in a statement Monday that four
Malaysians were severely injured while
another five sustained injuries which are
“not life threatening”.

Yung said his company was still trying
to find out how the accident happened
but said, based on information he had
received from Thailand, the crash was a
result of the driver trying to overtake
another vehicle. “The only way we can
stop these accidents is for the tour leader
to ensure the local (Thai) drivers don’t
drive recklessly,” he said. Prime Minister
Najib Razak expressed sadness on his
Facebook page. “I am saddened to hear
news of the accident in Chiang Mai
where 13 Malaysians died and express
my condolences to the victims’ families,”
he wrote. “ The government would
ensure every effort is made in bringing
home the victims’ bodies and help the
victims’ families.” — AFP 
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DHAKA: A Bangladesh court yesterday ordered the
arrest of 24 people and seizure of their assets after
they failed to turn up to face murder charges over the
collapse of a garment factory that killed more than
1,100 people.  Senior judicial magistrate Mohammad
Al Amin issued the warrants after his court accepted
the murder charges against the 24 fugitives for the
collapse in April 2013 of the Rana Plaza factory com-
pound, one of the world’s worst industrial disasters. 

“The court accepted the charge sheet against 41
people who have been charged with murder over the
Rana Plaza disaster,” prosecutor Anwarul Kabir said.
“The court issued arrest warrants against 24 of them
as they have absconded. It also ordered the seizure of
their property,” he said, adding police have been asked
to report on their arrests by January 27. Kabir said the
court had accepted the charges against four govern-
ment factory and building inspectors despite
attempts by their departments to shield them from
prosecution by citing public servant immunity rules.

The case was delayed by “several months” due to
the non-clearance by the various departments, Kabir
said, adding that prosecutors now expect the trial to
start by April next year. Among the 41 who have been

charged with murder is Sohel Rana, the owner of the
nine-storey complex on the outskirts of Dhaka which
collapsed on April 24, 2013, at the start of the working
day. Rana, who is in custody awaiting trial, became
Bangladesh’s public enemy number one after sur-
vivors recounted how they were forced to start work
despite complaints about cracks developing in the
walls the previous day.

At least 1,138 people are known to have died in
the tragedy, the worst in the country’s history. Rescue
workers struggled for weeks to retrieve the bodies
from the ruins but several people are still unaccount-
ed for. More than 2,000 people were injured, including
many who lost limbs. Seven owners of factories
housed in the complex and 12 government officials
responsible for safety and inspections were also
charged with murder. 

Workers ‘slapped’ 
Rana’s parents, who jointly owned the building

with him, and the mayor and councilor of the town of
Savar where it was located, were also charged. Those
facing arrest including “associates of Rana” who
“slapped and forced” the workers to join the shift,

Kabir said. In a separate case Rana and 41 others have
been charged with violating building codes and with
illegally extending the six-storey building, which was
initially approved as a shopping mall, into a nine-
storey factory complex. The disaster highlighted
appalling safety problems in Bangladesh’s $30 billion
garment industry and triggered global concern as
protesters marched to demand action from Western
retailers.

A host of such retailers had clothing made at the
five factories housed at Rana Plaza, including Italy’s
Benetton, Spain’s Mango and the British low-cost
chain Primark. The disaster prompted sweeping
reforms including new safety inspections and higher
wages in the industry which employs about four mil-
lion workers. Two groups of top retailers such as
Walmart and H&M have since launched drives to clean
up the sourcing factories. They hired engineers to
review fire, building and electrical safety in thousands
of garment plants. Under the clean-up campaign,
engineers have identified safety problems in each of
the plants, and drawn up recommendations for
upgrades as well as setting deadlines for the owners
to implement remedial measures. — AFP 

NEW DELHI: India’s finance minister
yesterday filed a defamation suit
against Delhi’s leader who had accused
him of large-scale corruption in his for-
mer role as head of the capital’s cricket
association. Arun Jaitley personally
went to a Delhi court under tight secu-
rity to sue Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal and five other members of his
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) for making
“false and defamatory” statements
against him and his family members.

The minister sought 100 million
rupees ($1.5 million) in damages over
Kejriwal’s “baseless and wrong” allega-
tions that he misused funds during his
13-year tenure as president of the
Delhi and District Cricket Association
(DDCA) that ended in 2013. “Jaitley has
not taken any pecuniary advantage
from DDCA at all.  There are DDCA
records which can be summoned,” his
lawyer Siddharth Luthra told the court,
according to the Press Trust of India.

“These statements by the AAP lead-
ers are politically motivated,” he added.
A bitter war of words erupted between
the two last week when federal investi-
gators raided Kejriwal’s Delhi office in
connection with a corruption case

involving his principal secretary.
Kejriwal in turn accused Prime Minister
Narendra Modi of waging a political
vendetta and branded him as “a cow-
ard and a psychopath”, alleging officers
were sent to find files related to “the
DDCA scam that implicates Jaitley”.
Jaitley has since rejected the claims
repeatedly and has described them as
the chief minister’s “propaganda tech-
nique to deflect attention when you
yourselves are in the dock”.  

Kejriwal hit back at the minister on
Twitter after the criminal and civil suits,
asking Jaitley to prove his innocence to
an independent enquiry committee.
“Jaitley should not try to intimidate us
with court cases. Our fight against cor-
ruption will continue,” he posted. The
party of the firebrand activist-turned-
politician seized power in February on
the platform of providing a corruption-
free government in the capital. But
Kejriwal has faced flak several times from
opponents over a series of scandals
involving his party members. In October
he sacked one of his ministers for alleged
bribe-taking, months after his law minis-
ter resigned following his arrest for
acquiring a fake law degree. — AFP 
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DHAKA: In this photograph taken on April 25, 2013, Bangladeshi volunteers and rescue workers are pictured at the scene after an eight-storey
building collapsed in Savar, on the outskirts of the capital. — AFP 


