
NEWS
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2015

Continued from Page 1

funding and the approval of the new anti-corruption
law. It will be left for MPs to decide whether to debate the
grilling today or tomorrow and then discuss the other two
important issues. Health Minister Ali Al-Obaidi still has the
right to request a two-week delay for the debate.

MPs Rakan Al-Nasef and Hamdan Al-Azemi have sub-
mitted the grilling claiming that the minister committed a
number of financial and administrative violations including
not taking any action against companies that were charg-
ing Indian nurses for jobs in Kuwait’s hospitals. The Cabinet

yesterday made no reference to the grilling, a normal prac-
tice on the eve of any grilling, which may be an indication
that the grilling is not likely to be debated this week. In this
case, the grilling will be delayed until after the New Year
break.

The Assembly is scheduled to debate a government
draft law requesting KD 6.2 billion in additional funding for
arms purchases in light of the regional turmoil. Four com-
mittees met on Sunday and decided to cut the funds to KD
3.2 billion without any government objection, but still
there were differences on whether the allocations should
be included in the state budget or in a special budget.

Nod to new anti-graft bill, KD 600m...
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Blatter, FIFA’s president since 1998, was fined 50,000
Swiss francs ($50,000) while Platini, the head of UEFA,
Europe’s governing body, was fined 80,000 Swiss francs.
FIFA suspended the pair and launched an inquiry in
October after Swiss prosecutors placed Blatter under
investigation for criminal mismanagement over the two
million Swiss franc payment that was caught with special
software.

A statement by the FIFA tribunal said Blatter and Platini
were guilty of “abusive execution” of their powers over the
payment the two men said was for consultancy work car-
ried out between 1999 and 2002. The judges said there
was a conflict of interest and “no legal basis” for the trans-
fer in any written agreement. “Neither in his written state-
ment nor in his personal hearing was Mr Blatter able to
demonstrate another legal basis for this payment. His
assertion of an oral agreement was determined as not
convincing and was rejected by the chamber.” The court
said: “Mr Blatter’s actions did not show commitment to an
ethical attitude, failing to respect all applicable laws and
regulations as well as FIFA’s regulatory framework.”

The judgement was even more damning of the French
legend Platini. “Mr Platini failed to act with complete credi-
bility and integrity, showing unawareness of the impor-
tance of his duties and concomitant obligations and
responsibilities.” Neither Blatter no Platini can go near the
FIFA headquarters in Zurich. Blatter cannot speak on
behalf of the world body and Platini cannot even act as a
television commentator for the European Championships
he has helped to organize in France next year.

Both strongly deny any wrongdoing. Blatter spent eight
hours before a FIFA court last Thursday while Platini boy-
cotted his hearing on Friday saying he had been “con-
demned” in advance. Blatter told a press conference he felt
he had been “betrayed” and used as a “punching ball”. He
said he would go to FIFA’s appeal committee, the Court of
Arbitration for Sports and the Swiss courts if necessary.
“Something that is not true cannot be proven,” he said. “I
will fight for me and I will fight for FIFA,” said Blatter,

unshaven and with a sticking plaster on his cheek, but
defiant. He said FIFA’s ethics committee had no right to
relieve him of his duties. The committee operates inde-
pendently of FIFA; its members are appointed by the FIFA
Congress and cannot be members of any standing com-
mittees. He even ended the press conference, held sym-
bolically at FIFA’s old headquarters, with Arnold
Schwarzenegger’s old line: “I’ll be back.”

Blatter was campaigning for reelection in 2011 but
insisted he had not offered a bribe to Platini. “Never in
my life I would offer money to get something. This hurts
me really in my heart,” he said. Platini said in a statement
that the FIFA decision was a “masquerade” intended to
“sully” his name. He said he would go to the Court of
Arbitration for Sport and civil courts. “This verdict is just
a pathetic cover-up for a desire to eliminate me from
the world of football.”

FIFA said that they had 10 days to appeal to its judiciary.
Blatter would be fighting for his reputation. For Platini, the
ban rules him out of the FIFA election to be held on Feb 26.
The deadline for candidates to be registered and pass an
integrity check is Jan 26. With FIFA’s reputation in tatters
after the arrest of several top officials, Blatter announced
four days after winning re-election to a fifth term in May
that he would stand down and call a new election.

Seven FIFA officials were arrested in a luxury Zurich
hotel two days before the election congress. Now US
authorities have charged 39 football officials and sports
business executives over more than $200 million in bribes
for football television and marketing deals. Swiss prosecu-
tors are in parallel investigating FIFA’s management and
the award of the 2018 and 2022 World Cups to Russia and
Qatar. Facing pressure from governments and the
International Olympic Committee for major reforms, there
are currently five candidates to take over FIFA: Asian foot-
ball head Sheikh Salman bin Ebrahim Al-Khalifa of Bahrain,
South African politician and tycoon Tokyo Sexwale, former
FIFA vice president Prince Ali bin al Hussein of Jordan,
UEFA general-secretary Gianni Infantino and Jerome
Champagne, a former FIFA assistant general secretary from
France. — Agencies

Blatter, Platini get 8-year bans
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Rasoolyar’s comments come a day after he posted a
desperate plea on Facebook to President Ashraf Ghani,
warning the entire province was at risk of falling to the
Taleban. The government in Kabul said reinforcements
had been dispatched to Sangin, while denying claims of
large casualties and rejecting that the district was at risk
of being captured. But trapped residents told AFP that
roads to Sangin had been heavily mined by insurgents
and exhausted soldiers besieged in government buildings
were begging for food rations.

The grim assessment bore striking similarities to the
security situation that led to the brief fall of the northern city
of Kunduz in September - the biggest Taleban victory in 14
years of war. The fall of Helmand would deal another sting-
ing blow to Afghan forces who have struggled to rein in the
ascendant insurgency without the full backing of NATO
forces. Sangin, a strategically important district at the center
of Afghanistan’s lucrative opium trade, has been the scene
of fierce fighting for years between the Taleban and NATO
forces. British troops fought deadly battles in Sangin for four
years to little effect, before US marines replaced them in late
2010 and finally pulled out themselves last year. — AFP 

Taleban bomber kills 6 US troops...
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We will exercise this right God willing,” Nasrallah vowed.
Israel has welcomed news of Kantar’s death without claiming
responsibility for the air strike that killed him, allegedly with four
missiles fired from Lake Tiberias in northern Israel. Shortly after
Kantar’s release from an Israeli prison in 2008, however, a top
Israeli security official had warned he was a “target”. Hezbollah
played a key role in Kantar’s release after he had spent 30 years
in Israeli jails, becoming known as the longest-serving Arab pris-
oner. Shortly after his release, he joined Hezbollah.

The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights said he
became “head of the Syrian resistance for the liberation of
the Golan”, a group launched two years ago by Hezbollah
in the region, most of which Israel seized in the 1967
Middle East war. “In his seven years of freedom, Samir was
involved in the resistance (against Israel) in Lebanon and
when the first signs of resistance appeared on the occu-
pied Golan front, he was one of the first to join up and
Israel tried six times to kill him in Lebanon and Syria,” his
brother Bassam said in an article published in Lebanese
daily Al-Akhbar. — AFP

Hezb holds martyr’s funeral for Kantar 

A fisherman runs on a rocky reef in the Mediterranean sea near the Lebanese border yesterday. — AFP 


