
TOKYO: Former All Blacks hooker Mark Hammett was unveiled as the
head coach of Japan’s new Super Rugby side the Sunwolves yesterday,
along with an experienced 34-man squad.  The Tokyo-based franchise
will play in a blood orange kit with a reserve strip of grey, it was
announced by southern hemisphere governing body SAN-
ZAR.  They face South Africa’s Golden Lions at home in their
first match on February 27. Hammett, who made 29
appearances for New Zealand from 1999 to 2003, previ-
ously coached the Wellington Hurricanes (2011-14) in his
first spell as a Super Rugby head coach. The 43-year-old
disciplinarian faces a major challenge to prepare the
side for their opening match in Tokyo following
an alarming delay in naming their coaching and
playing staff. The Sunwolves will  join an
expanded 18-team competition next year
along with the Southern Kings of South Africa
and Argentina’s first franchise, the Jaguares
who will be based in Buenos Aires.—AFP
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LIVERPOOL: Liverpool goalkeeper Adam Bogdan has held his
hands up and admitted blame for his clanger that led to Watford’s
opening goal in their 3-0 victory over the Reds on Sunday.  Bogdan
dropped the ball in his area when trying to complete what should
have been a simple catch from a corner, allowing Nathan Ake to
poke the ball home. And although the Hungarian, who was stand-
ing in for regular No.1 Simon Mignolet, claims he was fouled by Ake
as he went to grab the loose ball, he accepts that he should have
never dropped it in the first place.  “I dropped the ball, of course,” the
28-year-old told Liverpool’s official website. “There’s a mistake there.
“After that I felt my hand was on the ball and I was going to bring it
out.  “Obviously he knocked it out of my hand-but we are talking
about split-seconds. “Through the bodies of course it’s hard (for the
referee) to see. I’m not blaming anybody but myself to drop the first
ball.  “Watford were really good but we-and myself-gave them a
head start.” Odion Ighalo went on to score a brace as Liverpool lost
for the third time under new German manager Jurgen Klopp, who
actually has a worse Premier League record this season since taking
over from the sacked Brendan Rogers than did his predecessor.
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PRAGUE: Former Newcastle United goalkeeper Pavel Srnicek is in critical con-
dition after the 47-year-old collapsed while jogging in his hometown near
Ostrava, a Sparta Prague football team spokesman said yesterday. The hospi-
tal declined to provide further details at his family’s request but media
reports citing his agent said the current Sparta goalkeeping coach’s heart

stopped while he was jogging and that he remained uncon-
scious in a critical condition. “Unfortunately we can confirm
that Pavel Srnicek is in a very serious condition at the
moment at a hospital in Ostrava,” Sparta spokesman Ondrej
Kasik said. “We won’t be giving any more information as it is

sensitive, especially for his family.” Srnicek, who also had stints
at Sheffield Wednesday, West Ham United and Portsmouth,

made 150 appearances for the Magpies between 1991 and
1998. He helped Newcastle to win promotion to the top flight

during the 1992-93 season. The former international,
who was a member of the national squad at the
1996 European Championship when the Czech

Republic lost to Germany in the final, was a fan
favourite in Newcastle.  —Reuters
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KUWAIT: GulfRun 24 hour Karting
Endurance 5, powered by Zain, took place
over the weekend at Sirbb Circuit in
Shuwaikh - starting on Friday at 4:30 pm
ending on Saturday 4:30 pm. 20 teams con-
sisting of 180 drivers took part in the prac-
tice sessions and the highly competitive
and challenging 24-hour endurance race. 

After 24 hours of racing, in the Elite class
Batelco finished in first place with a total of
1982 laps completed, followed by Zain
Racing and Q8 Racing 2.  In the Silver class
Shamiya Racing team finished in first place
with a total of 1967 laps completed, fol-
lowed by Aston Marting and Ace Racing.

Ahmed Al-Mudhaf of GulfRun said, “We
are very proud of the drivers’ performance
and the atmosphere at the circuit was
exceptionally energetic.” Ahmed Almajed of
Pro-Vision Sports Management added, “We
have witnessed an exciting race in which all
20 teams completed the race. The skills of
the participating teams have been increas-
ing year on year - and they are capable of
competing on an international level.”

The GulfRun 24HR Endurance Karting 5 is
organized by GulfRun and Pro-Vision Sports
Management. The race follows international
regulations and certified marshals fly in
from the UK to regulate the race in accor-

dance to FIA regulations. The 20 teams com-
prise of 4 to 12 drivers per team who drive a
maximum stint time of roughly 2.5 hours,
after which they switch drivers, and keep
going for 24 hours of non- stop racing. The
GulfRun Karting Endurance Race was first

launched in 2011 to create an exciting com-
petition in Kuwait that aligns with GulfRun’s
objective to promote automobile racing
and training in a safe and secure environ-
ment and karting is one of the pillars of
motorsports. 

GulfRun’s and Pro-Vision Sport
Management team extend their gratitude
to the continuous support by Kuwait’s pri-
vate sector, which acknowledges the impor-
tant role sport plays amongst Kuwait’s
youth. GulfRun 24HR Karting Endurance

Race is supported by a wide range of spon-
sors: Title sponsorship by Zain; GR Karting
Pace Car: Audi; Platinum Sponsors Algida
and American Tax Bureau; Gold sponsorship
by Slider Station, The Correspondent, Al-
Sawan and Moonlight Studios, Kidsville.

Batelco win GulfRun 24HR Karting Endurance 5!

LONDON: Renault have completed their takeover of the Lotus
Formula One team and paid debts to creditors including the British
tax authorities, the London High Court heard yesterday.

“We have a completion of the share purchase,” a lawyer for the
French car company told the judge, Mr Justice Birss, at a hearing
that formally dismissed an insolvency petition that would have put
the team into administration.  “We have the keys, so to speak,” he
added.  The share purchase agreement (SPA) that made Renault
the controlling shareholder had been due for completion on Dec.
16 but the court heard that the acquisition was finalised only late
last Friday.

Jeremy Bamford, counsel for the revenue and customs (HMRC),
confirmed payment had been received and cleared on Monday.
Other petitioning creditors said they had also been paid in full.
Lawyers for Proton, the Malaysian car company that owns the
Lotus sportscar brand, did not attend the hearing with the court
informed that the petitioner had either been paid or reached an
arrangement.

“The insolvency procedure has worked in the way intended,”
Birss said in summing up, with the company saved and debts paid
in full.

The case had been adjourned repeatedly to allow Renault time
to decide their Formula One future and complete the takeover of a
team that employs some 480 people at their factory in central
England.

Renault, an engine supplier to former world champions Red
Bull this season, are returning to Formula One as a full constructor
by buying back the team they previously owned.  The team was
sold by Renault to Luxembourg-based Genii Capital, who renamed
it Lotus, after a Singapore Grand Prix race-fixing scandal that
rocked the sport in 2009.  As Benetton and then Renault, the team
had won world titles with Michael Schumacher and Fernando
Alonso.  This season Genii injected only enough cash into Lotus to
keep the team on the grid, while leaving a string of creditors wait-
ing to be paid.

Bailiffs impounded the cars after the Belgian Grand Prix in
August and the team were denied access to the paddock hospitali-
ty in Japan due to unpaid bills.

Genii Capital chairman and current Lotus principal Gerard
Lopez told Reuters at the season-ending race in Abu Dhabi last
month that he would retain a shareholding in the team.  The team
have Venezuelan Pastor Maldonado and Britain’s Jolyon Palmer as
drivers signed for 2016. —Reuters
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TOKYO : The head of Toyota Motor Corp. stepped
down yesterday as vice president of the organizing
committee for the 2020 Tokyo Olympics as organiz-
ers acknowledged the cost of hosting the games
will be far higher than originally thought.

The committee said that Akio Toyoda is expect-
ed to be replaced by the president of Panasonic,
Kazuhiro Tsuga. Organizers said Toyoda may have
been concerned about serving on both commit-

tees, as the Olympic body is seeking support from
the business community. Toyota Motor is a major
sponsor of the Olympics.

“Mr. Toyoda might have tried to sort out his
roles,” Tokyo organizing committee CEO Toshiro
Muto told reporters. Toyoda said in a statement
that he decided to reorganize his roles to intensify
his efforts to encourage business support for the
2020 Games. He said he is “looking forward to forg-

ing even closer ties between the organizing com-
mittee and Japan’s business community.”

Also yesterday, Muto said the cost of the games
will be much higher than the original estimate of
just over 300 billion yen ($2.5 billion), though he
did not give a specific figure, saying officials are still
sorting out and compiling cost estimates.

Muto denied recent media reports that the latest
overall cost estimate has soared to 1.8 trillion yen
($15 billion), saying comparing numbers without
specific breakdowns is “inappropriate.”

Japan’s national broadcaster NHK said the
increase mainly came from previously unanticipat-
ed costs, including 300 billion yen ($2.48 billion) to
set up temporary venues, 270 billion yen ($2.23 bil-
lion) for renting some venues, 200 billion yen ($1.65
billion) for security, and 180 billion yen ($1.49 bil-
lion) for transportation and infrastructure.

Muto said the initial estimate Japan provided to
the International Olympic Committee was “bare
minimum” and that costs for anti-terrorism meas-
ures, additional events, transportation, land lease
and other necessities would have to be added.

“There is no doubt that a new cost estimate
would swell because of the need for previously
unanticipated spending such as counterterrorism
measures,” he said.

Tokyo Olympics organizing committee chairman
and former prime minister Yoshiro Mori has said the
total cost could be as much as 2 trillion yen ($16.5
billion). Muto said the organizing committee plans
to submit its latest cost estimate to the IOC by next
summer.

Toyoda’s sudden resignation and the confirma-
tion of rising costs are the latest in a series of set-
backs for the Olympic preparations. Japan had to
scrap its original plans for the main stadium
because of soaring costs, and then faced a plagia-
rism scandal over the logo for the games.

A new stadium design will  be announced
Tuesday from two proposals after Japan canceled
the original plan by British-Iraqi architect Zaha
Hadid. —AP
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TOKYO: In this March 13, 2015 file photo, Toyota President and CEO Akio Toyoda, left, smiles with
International Olympic Committee (IOC) President Thomas Bach as they pose with a signed document during a
press conference in Tokyo as the Japanese auto giant Toyota Motor Corp. signed on as a worldwide Olympic
sponsor in a landmark deal reportedly worth nearly $1 billion, becoming the first car company to join the
IOC’s top-tier marketing program. Toyoda has stepped down as vice president of the organizing committee
for the 2020 Tokyo Olympics. The committee announced the resignation of Toyoda yesterday. — AP


