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WASHINGTON: The Obama administration is expected
to extend Endangered Species Act protections for two
breeds of lions, in response to a large decline in their
numbers in Africa over the past two decades. The list-
ings are to be announced and include an order that
appears to touch on circumstances surrounding the
killing of a well-known lion named Cecil in Zimbabwe
earlier this year.  The order states that the Fish and
Wildlife Service will deny a permit to import a sport-
hunted lion to anyone who has been convicted or
pleaded guilty to violating federal or state wildlife laws.  

Walter Palmer, the Minnesota dentist who shot Cecil
with a bow and arrow, had pleaded guilty in 2008 to
making false statements to the Fish and Wildlife Service
about a black bear fatally shot in western Wisconsin
outside an authorized hunting zone. The Fish and
Wildlife Service cautioned against linking the order
with Cecil’s death, describing the action instead as a
redoubling of efforts to ensure that violators of wildlife
laws don’t reap future benefits from importing wildlife
and wildlife products.  

The administration signaled it would protect lions in
Africa long before Cecil’s case caught the public’s atten-
tion. The Fish and Wildlife Service proposed a rule in
October 2014 to list the African lion as threatened.
After getting feedback, the agency revised its findings.
It determined that two subspecies of lions live in Africa.
One group, found primarily in western and central
countries, is more genetically related to the Asiatic lion.
Only about 1,400 remain in Africa and India. 

The agency is listing that subspecies as endangered,
meaning it risks extinction.  A second subspecies, num-
bering between 17,000 and 19,000 and found across

southern and eastern Africa, will be listed as threat-
ened. The Endangered Species Act requires the Fish
and Wildlife Service to list species as endangered or
threatened regardless of the country where they live.
“If we want to ensure that healthy lion populations
continue to roam the Africa savannas and forests of
India, it’s up to all of us - not just the people of Africa

and India - to take action,” said Dan Ashe, the agency’s
director. The listings will bring extra protection for both
subspecies: A permit would be required before import-
ing any live or sport-hunted lions. The bar for an import
permit would be highest with the endangered group,
with permits granted if importing the animal would
enhance the species’ survival. The permitting process

for the threatened group would require the import to
come from nations that have sound conservation prac-
tices and use trophy hunting revenue to sustain lion
populations and deter poaching. Currently, sport
hunters don’t need a permit from the US to bring in a
trophy lion.

Ashe said trophy hunting can and does contribute
to the survival of species in the wild as part of a well-
managed conservation program. The new permitting
requirements in the US will encourage African coun-
tries to improve their lion management programs. The
agency said hundreds of sport-hunted trophy lions are
brought into the US each year. 

The agency already has authority to deny an import
permit to individuals who have violated federal and
state wildlife laws. Ashe’s order essentially turns that
authority into a requirement. “Importing sport-hunted
trophies and other wildlife or animal parts into the
United States is a privilege, not a right, a privilege that
violators of wildlife laws have demonstrated they do
not deserve,” Ashe said.

The agency said its investigation into the Cecil’s
killing is ongoing and declined to comment directly on
the case. Cecil was a major tourist attraction in Hwange
National Park and was being monitored as part of an
Oxford University study. 

Palmer said he shot the big cat outside the park’s
borders, but it didn’t die immediately and was tracked
down the next day. Palmer said he would not have shot
the animal if anybody in the hunting party has known
of the lion’s status. Zimbabwe officials cleared Palmer
of wrongdoing in October, saying he did not break the
country’s hunting laws. — AP 

Obama administration enacts protections for lions

HARARE: File photo shows a lion named Tommy in the Hwange National Park where Cecil the Lion
was killed about 700 kilometers south west of Harare, Zimbabwe. The Obama administration is
expected to extend Endangered Species Act protections for two breeds of lions, in response to a
large decline in their numbers in Africa over the past two decades.  — AP 

LOS ANGELES: More than a decade after play-
ing a leading role in uncovering the health risks
to players in the National Football League,
Bennet Omalu hopes his research will lead to a
ban on children playing high-impact sports. The
Nigerian-born neuropathologist authored
arguably the most influential paper in the histo-
ry of sports medicine in the United States in
2005, when he linked the death of former
Pittsburgh Steelers star Mike Webster to a life-
time of taking heavy hits in the NFL.

Omalu’s research into the condition known as
chronic traumatic encephalopathy (CTE) was ini-
tially dismissed by sceptical voices within the
NFL’s Mild Traumatic Brain Injury Committee
before the league finally acknowledged a con-
nection between concussions and CTE. The case
ultimately led to an estimated $1 billion settle-
ment between the NFL and some 5,000 retirees
from the sport, with players suffering from
health issues linked to repeated head trauma
receiving up to $5 million. The story of Omalu’s
research is the subject of a Hollywood block-
buster “Concussion” starring Will Smith, due for
release in North America this week. Omalu
believes the movie will help raise awareness of
the health risks associated with high impact
sport, and hopes parents with children who play
football will think again.

Deadly arena  
“Families and parents need to know that

when you play this game the way it is being
played today that there is a significant risk that
you will damage your brain, and that it will man-
ifest sometimes years, decades, up to 40 years
later,” Omalu said in an interview. In terms of vol-
ume of fatalities, high school American football
is the deadliest arena in US sport, with 11 deaths
reported so far in 2015, including several involv-
ing blunt force trama to the head. Omalu says
the health and safety questions surrounding
American football are a major public health
issue of “epidemic” proportions and says he
hopes to see an evolution in attitudes towards
the sport similar to the shift in attitudes regard-
ing substances like tobacco and alcohol.

“Modern society is evolving,” he says. “As we
evolve we give up less intelligent ways we did
things in the past and embrace more intelligent
ways because we are more intelligent. “Knowing
what we know now-just like we did with smoking,
alcohol, even sex-it is our moral duty as a society
to protect the most vulnerable, our children. If we
identify a risk, a harmful effect, it would be fool-
hardy would it not to continue intentionally
exposing our children to that harmful effect? “I
wouldn’t let my son play football. So how could I
tell another man’s son to play football?”

Unaware of risks
Omalu revealed he had discussed the risks of

playing gridiron with “Concussion” star Smith,
whose son played the sport in school. “Will

(Smith) said he was unaware there was a risk of
injury. He believes many parents are unaware
just as he was,” Omalu said. While Omalu’s
trenchant views have run into predictable oppo-
sition from advocates and fans of America’s
most-watched pastime, he insists he is neither
anti-football nor anti-sport. “If you’re an adult
and you make a decision to drink alcohol or to
play a sport and expose your head to blows, I
would be one of the first people to stand by
your side and defend your right, your freedom to
play if you want to play,” he said. “But not if
you’re a child who has not reached the age of
consent and does not understand the implica-
tions of what it is they are doing.”

Omalu meanwhile is skeptical that NFL statis-
tics which point to a reduction in the number of
concussions-down 35 percent in the three years
leading to 2015 - necessarily means that the
sport has become safer. Omalu argues that brain
damage can occur through the cumulative
effect of repeated blows to the head without
concussion necessarily being recorded. “The NFL
or anybody trotting out a number of document-
ed concussions as an indicator that they are
doing a good job is a misappropriation of the
science,” he argues. 

“The number of concussions is of no signifi-
cance if the number of blows to the head
remains constant. Repeated blows to the head
over several years could number thousands. The
damage is irreversible.” — AFP 

Bar kids from gridiron 
Groundbreaking researcher warns of health risks

NEW YORK: A homeless woman sits in front of a store hoping for donations on Fifth
Avenue in New York. — AFP 

LOS ANGELES: As Los Angeles grapples with
a huge homelessness problem, El Nino
weather patterns are likely to bring torrential
downpours in coming months and add to
the misery of the thousands of people who
sleep on the city’s streets. “It is a crisis in LA,
and I don’t think people realize the magni-
tude of it,” said John Kump, an outreach pro-
gram manager at the charity People
Assisting the Homeless (PATH).

Los Angeles’ homeless population is esti-
mated at about 44,000, with many of them
concentrated in a bleak and chaotic square-
mile patch of downtown known as Skid Row.
The others can be seen across the sprawling
metropolis of some 10 million people, shel-
tering under highway overpasses and on
vacant lots in ragged tent encampments,
and in cars and campers lining streets. The
number of makeshift tents and vehicles used
by the homeless has shot up by 85 percent in
just the last two years to 9,535, according to
the Los Angeles Homeless Services
Authority, an independent agency set up by
the city and the county.

Mayor Eric Garcetti proposed in
September spending $100 million to combat
the problem. But he stopped short of declar-
ing a state of emergency that would lift barri-
ers to housing people, or calling on the gov-
ernor and federal government for funding.
Last month, the city council gave initial
approval to a plan to shelter the homeless in
public buildings and to allow people living in
cars to stay overnight in designated parking
lots. But many homeless are reluctant to
leave possessions and pets on the streets in
exchange for a short night of shelter. The
health and meager belongings of the home-
less will be even more at risk when the
expected rainstorms begin, advocates say.

‘Very difficult’
The last two El Ninos, in the winters of

1982-83 and 1997-98, each walloped Los
Angeles with more than 30 inches (76 cm) of
rain - double the amount that the city nor-
mally receives each year - according to
William Patzert, a climatologist at NASA’s Jet
Propulsion Laboratory near Pasadena. Gary
Blasi, professor of law emeritus at UCLA,
wrote in a Los Angeles Times op-ed article
last month that many homeless people
could die if a state of emergency is not
declared that could ensure some short-term
housing solutions.

The homeless desperately need pallets to
raise their tents off the sidewalks, he wrote,
as well as heavy-duty tarpaulins, toilets, trash
collection, and portable showers. Blasi also
called for the repeal of a ruling that makes it
a crime for homeless people in Los Angeles
to refuse to break down tents on sidewalks
during the day. Even as American cities grap-
ple with a chronic shortage of affordable
housing, as well as budget constraints on
social programs, many municipalities across
the United States have also been clamping
down on homeless encampments.

Los Angeles residents pay a higher per-
centage of their income in rent than any oth-
er U.S. city, according to a UCLA study last
year. For the thousands in Los Angeles who
live in their cars, they may have a roof of
sorts over their heads, but basic needs go
unmet. Retired trucker Samuel Cole, 85, has
lived in a camper for the past two years after
his landlord raised the rent by $100. Vandals
broke his generator, so he no longer has
electricity.  Like so many others, he said that
a lack of running water is one of his biggest
problems. “I just have to wash off best I can,”
Cole said. “Very difficult.” — Reuters

Homeless people brace 
for El Nino rainstorms

KALUNDBORG: What do the world’s largest
manufacturer of diabetes drugs, the biggest
industrial enzymes producer and a leading
offshore power company have in common? In
the Danish seaside town of Kalundborg they
have plenty. As pioneers of so-called industri-
al symbiosis, these companies swap waste
and byproducts to cut costs and carbon diox-
ide (CO2) emissions profitably-an approach
that offers big business a financial incentive
that could be crucial to nations striving to
meet targets agreed at this month’s global cli-
mate summit.

Their success has attracted attention glob-
ally, with more than 30 corporate and munici-
pal delegations from 20 countries visiting the
town this year, including mayors from China’s
fast-growing Guandong province. Drugmaker
Novo Nordisk, enzyme producer Novozymes
and DONG Energy, together with Denmark’s
largest oil refinery, run by Statoil, are part of
the group profiting from what is essentially a
combined waste-management operation. The
continually evolving model first attracted aca-
demia in the 1990s and prompted the cre-
ation of the Symbiosis Centre in the town. Its
head, Mette Skovbjerg, says businesses
digesting the historic emissions deal could
learn from Kalundborg.

“What’s attractive is that it’s fairly easy for

companies to see themselves in this model.
They’re not just going green but going on a
path that is very similar to how they do busi-
ness normally,” she said. “The driver for this
type of collaboration is actually to reduce pro-
duction costs, not CO2 emissions. The real
issue is to achieve primary goals companies
have; to secure supplies and access to
resources. That’s a logic they understand.”
There are 30 types of materials-ranging from
steam, water and condensate to ash, sand,
ethanol and biomass-exchanged between
companies and utilities in 50 processes at
Kalundborg.  What’s useless for one, is useful
for another.

Steam from DONG’s power station is
pumped along pipelines around town to the
Novo Nordisk and Novozymes plants, where it
is used as a cleaning agent, and to the refin-
ery, where it is used in several processes. The
power station’s ash and gypsum waste are
moved to a cement company and a plaster-
board maker respectively. 

Novo Nordisk and Novozymes’ waste
water is purified for municipal use, while their
leftover biomass is converted to fertilizer.
Statoil, too, has reduced emissions by turning
waste sulphur and nitrogen into fertilizer and
also feeds back used water to the power sta-
tion and a water reservoir. —Reuters

Denmark town sees big picture 
with profitable emissions cuts 

NEW DELHI: From London and Paris to New Delhi
and Sao Paulo, traditional taxi drivers united world-
wide against Uber in 2015, a year that saw riots,
legal battles and even a kidnapping in protest
against the startup. Since first winning customers
in San Francisco five years ago, Uber has enjoyed
spectacular global growth by allowing customers
to hail drivers using a smartphone app and bypass
traditional taxi services. 

But the company, now operating in 58 countries
and valued at more than $50 billion, has suffered a
bumpy ride on the road to success, infuriating con-
ventional cab firms and battling regulators across
numerous nations. The firm’s safety standards have
also been called into question after Uber drivers
were accused of abduction and sexual attacks of
female passengers in India and the United States.
In New Delhi authorities attempted to ban the firm,
after it was accused of failing to conduct adequate
background checks on a driver who last month was
jailed for life for the rape of female passenger in his
car. But Uber has flouted the ban much to the out-
rage of traditional car services.

In many countries, cabbies say Uber represents
unfair competition because its drivers are not sub-
ject to the often-strict rules and restrictions that
govern conventional firms. Their anger boiled over
in 2015, notably in Paris where rioting by heavily
unionized taxi drivers and the arrest of Uber execu-
tives in June led the startup to suspend its low-cost
UberPOP service-six months after it was banned.
Licensed cabbies, who in some countries must
undergo hundreds of hours of training, accuse
Uber of endangering their jobs by flooding the
market with cheaper drivers who only need a GPS
to get around.

‘Pushed to the brink’
“Taxi drivers, alright-they’ve got big mouths-but

normally they’re not aggressive,” said Malia, who
has driven a taxi in Paris for three years said of the
riots in the city, which included torching of cars.
“But these guys have families to feed, debts.
They’ve been pushed to the brink.” Uber does not
employ drivers or own vehicles, but instead uses
non-professionally licensed contractors with their
own cars, allowing them to run their own business-
es. In London, 1,500 of the city’s iconic black cabs
blocked streets in September, while Mayor Boris
Johnson raised drivers’ ire after calling those
opposed to new technology “Luddites”. Black cab-
bies spend three years studying for “ The
Knowledge”, a grueling test that requires them to
memorise every street in London before gaining a
licence, a tradition dating back to the 1800s.

They say they are being squeezed by the popu-

lar, cheaper Uber. In New Delhi, the ban authorities
set out in the aftermath of the rape case has not
been strictly enforced and Uber has continued to
operate in the city. Traditional taxi drivers lounge
on their black and yellow Ambassador taxis, a
familiar sight in the Indian capital for generations,
waiting for fares. “I don’t get customers for days. We
sit idle for hours waiting for customers who book
Uber even before they step out of their homes,”
Sharad Kumar, a driver for 27 years, said at a stand.  

“Uber and other taxis are getting money from
foreign companies and are providing services at
much cheaper rates. We cannot compete with
them,” he said. The 53-year-old, who earns 15,000
rupees ($224) a month, acknowledged that old-
style cabbies needed to embrace new technology
to compete, but said they lacked funds to do so.
Simran Singh, 25, represents the new breed of taxi
driver. He quit his job as a sales executive two
months ago to become an Uber driver, using his
own car, and now earns a daily wage of around $30
through fares and incentive payments, compared to
around $22-a-day previously. “It’s only been a few
days but the earnings are promising,” Singh said.

Legal fightback
Uber pays sums on top of fares to woo drivers,

part of aggressive expansion plans that this year
saw it reach 22 cities in India alone, its largest mar-

ket by cities outside the United States. Uber chief
adviser David Plouffe has defended the firm, saying
debate had been heavily focused on the startup’s
effect on traditional cabbies.

“There has been much less focus on Uber’s
broader impact on the economy, especially the
scale of that impact,” he said in Washington, DC in
November, with its 1.1 million drivers worldwide
earning more than $3.5 billion this year. Uber has
vowed to fight back against a mountain of legal
challenges, especially in Europe, after quickly
expanding often in brazen violation of local laws. In
October police raided the company’s European
headquarters in the Netherlands while in London,
officials proposed a 27-page set of regulations that
Uber said made “no sense”.

In Germany, a court in March ordered the com-
pany outright to stop its service. Fighting back,
Uber has turned to the European Union to help
undo the bans and filed complaints in Germany,
France and Spain. But worldwide, traditional taxis
remain fiercely opposed to Uber, with violent
protests as far afield as Brazil, including a brief kid-
napping of an Uber driver in Sao Paulo. In the capi-
tal of neighboring Uruguay, hundreds of cabbies
blocked a central street in November to prevent
Uber from training new drivers. “They came here to
take away all the jobs in the formal sector,” taxi
union president Oscar Dourado said. — AFP

Enraged cabbies unite 
globally against Uber 

KOLKATA: An Indian taxi driver sits in his vehicle as he waits for passengers in Kolkata. From
London and Paris to New Delhi and Sao Paolo, traditional taxi drivers united worldwide
against Uber in 2015, a year that saw riots, legal battles and even a kidnapping in protest
against the startup. — AFP 


