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BERLIN:  A German man accused of sexually
abusing and killing a four-year-old Bosnian
refugee has admitted murdering another child,
police said yesterday, as investigators probed
possible links to other missing children.

“The man confessed overnight that he had
also killed Elias,” said Berlin police spokesman
Stefan Redlich, referring to a six-year-old
German boy who had been missing since July.
Investigators found human remains in a garden
allotment in Luckenwalde, around 50 kilome-
tres (30 miles) south of Berlin, after the man
identified as Silvio S. told police Elias’s corpse
was buried there, though tests will be needed
to confirm the identity.

The suspect was arrested on Thursday after
his mother told police he may have been
involved in the kidnapping of the Bosnian boy,
named Mohamed.

Police later found the body of a child packed
in cat litter inside the suspect’s car, which
appeared to have been dead for some time. An
eight-hour autopsy confirmed the body was
that of Mohamed, prosecutors said on Friday.

The boy had been missing since October 1,
when his mother took him and his sisters to
Berlin’s main refugee registration centre,

Lageso, which receives hundreds of asylum
seekers daily.

His disappearance triggered a massive police
operation, with the missing child’s photo
appearing regularly on television screens in
Berlin’s subway trains. Police also released CCTV
footage of a bearded man leading a child who
was holding a stuffed toy.

But the search turned out to be futile as the
boy “was already dead on October 2, the day
after his kidnapping,” the police spokesman
said. In southern Germany more than 250 peo-
ple were searching for a young Iraqi boy who
became separated from his father after entering
the country with a people-smuggler.

Choked with belt 
Forensic investigators found signs of stran-

gulation on Mohamed’s neck, prosecutor
Michael von Hagen said Thursday, adding that
the accused had admitted using a belt to choke
the child to death.

The man, who worked as a security guard in
Berlin, admitted taking Mohamed from the
refugee centre to his flat where he sexually
abused him, von Hagen said.

But when the child began screaming, the

suspect killed him to prevent anyone from hear-
ing, before covering the body in cat litter to
hide any odour, the prosecutor said. 

Mohamed’s family has been living in
Germany for more than a year and on the day of
his kidnapping, the mother had gone to the
registration centre to obtain her social
allowances, according to local media.

As Germany gears up to receive up to one
million asylum seekers this year, Berlin’s Lageso
has seen lengthy queues of migrants waiting to
be registered and often chaotic scenes.

Fights have broken out at the centre among
migrants frustrated by the long waits and a lack
of information filtering down from authorities.

Large numbers of people also bring dona-
tions for refugees including clothes or food to
the sprawling site which is spread across several
buildings. According to police, the suspect said
he had gone to Lageso to drop off donations.
Police are now examining whether the suspect
is linked to other cases of missing children. 

Winfrid Wenzel, head of the probe into
Mohamed’s disappearance, said officers were “in
close contact” with counterparts in the eastern
state of Saxony-Anhalt, where a five-year-old
girl has been missing since May 2. — AFP
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JUBA:  The United Nations’ chief in
South Sudan called Friday for the imme-
diate release of 12 UN colleagues seized
by rebels, warning their capture was a
possible war crime.

The US State Department later joined
in condemning the capture of 30 UN
peacekeepers and staff members by
rebel fighters, saying that such attacks
“could constitute war crimes” and lead
to UN sanctions.

Around 100 rebel fighters, who have
been battling the government for
almost two years, seized the 30 mem-
bers of the UN peacekeeping mission in
South Sudan (UNMISS) on Monday.

While 18 Bangladeshi peacekeepers
were later freed, 12 South Sudanese
working for UNMISS are still being held.
All were on a river barge carrying fuel for
the UN mission.

“I am adamant that the taking of
UNMISS personnel as hostages is equiv-
alent to an attack on the UN,” Ellen
Margrethe Loj said Friday. “Such attacks
against UN peacekeepers and other per-
sonnel may constitute a war crime.”

The State Department, in a statement
from spokesman John Kirby, called on
both sides in the civil war to immediate-
ly allow “free and unfettered access by
UN and humanitarian personnel,” adding

that some 30,000 people faced “cata-
strophic levels of food insecurity and the
likelihood of famine.” 

South Sudan’s army on Thursday
claimed the UN barges had supplied fuel
and “logistic items” to rebel general
Gabriel Tanginya, a powerful warlord in
the oil-zone areas of Upper Nile.

But Loj rejected those accusations.
“All of the fuel cargo was intended for
resupplying the UNMISS base,” she said.
Some 12,500 peacekeepers are
deployed in South Sudan, which has
been wracked by conflict since
December 2013.

Tens of thousands of people have
been killed, and UN-backed experts
have warned of the “concrete risk of
famine” before the end of the year, if
fighting continues and aid does not
reach the hardest hit areas.

Both sides are accused of having per-
petrated ethnic massacres, recruited and
killed children and carried out wide-
spread rape, torture and forced displace-
ment of populations to “cleanse” areas of
their opponents.

Some 3.9 million people are in cri-
sis-a third of the country ’s popula-
tion-a massive 80 percent rise com-
pared to the same period last year,
the UN said. — AFP
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GEVGELIJA: A boy looks on from inside a registration center as migrants and refugees wait to board a train heading to Serbia
from the Greece-Macedonia border, near Gevgelija, yesterday. At least 22 migrants, among them 13 children, drowned overnight
when two boats sank off the islands of Kalymnos and Rhodes, the Greek port officials said on October 30. The latest drownings
prompted a sharp response from Greek Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras who said he felt “shame” over Europe’s failure to prevent the
tragedies.   — AFP 

VATICAN: Pope Francis arrives to attend an audience with the representatives of the
Union of Catholic Entrepreneurs, in the Pope Paul VI hall at the Vatican, yesterday. — AP

VATICAN CITY: Pope Francis on Friday criticised con-
ser vat ive  c lergy and bishops who he sa id  had
defamed slain Salvadoran Archbishop Oscar Romero
even after he was killed by a right-wing death squad
in 1980.

The pope departed from his prepared address to a
group of visiting Salvadorans to deliver unusually
pointed remarks  about  the past  detrac tors  of
Romero, who was beatified last May in El Salvador,
putting him a step away from sainthood.

“His martyrdom continued (even after his death).
He was defamed, slandered ... even by his own broth-
ers in the priesthood and the episcopate,” Francis
said.

Francis said Romero, who was shot while saying
Mass in a hospital chapel, had been lapidated even
after his death by “the hardest stone that exists in the
world: the tongue.”

Romero, whose defence of the poor made him an
icon for many Roman Catholics in Latin America, was
beatified as a martyr for the faith.

Francis, the first Latin American pope, unblocked

Romero’s sainthood process shortly after his election
in March 2013.

It had been stalled under popes John Paul II and
Benedict XVI because conservative Latin American
Church leaders saw Romero as having been too close
to Liberation Theology, a radical movement that
emphasised helping the poor and opposing injustice.

The conser vatives had accused Romero,  who
spoke out against the Salvadoran government and
often denounced repression and poverty in his homi-
lies, of having been an advocate of a Marxist-style
class struggle.

They asserted that he was killed for his political
views and not for his faith. The murder was one of the
most shocking of the long conflict between a series
of US-backed governments and leftist rebels in which
thousands were killed by right-wing and military
death squads. No one was ever brought to justice for
Romero’s killing.

The civil war, one of the Cold War’s most brutal
conflicts, claimed some 75,000 lives before it ended
with a peace agreement in 1992. — Reuters

Pope denounces clergy who criticized slain Salvadoran bishop Romero

LONDON: The last British resident detained in
Guantanamo Bay is reportedly planning to seek com-
pensation from the British government, following his
release after more than 13 years in the top-security US
military jail.

Saudi national Shaker Aamer was beginning his first
full day back in Britain on yesterday after flying back to
London from the prison on Cuba.  The 46-year-old
father of four thanked his supporters, “so strongly devot-
ed to the truth,” for helping him through the ordeal.  “If I
was the fire to be lit to tell the truth, it was the people
who protected the fire from the wind,” he said in a state-
ment issued through his lawyers.

“Without knowing of their fight I might have given
up more than once... and without their devotion to jus-
tice I would not be here in Britain now.” British newspa-
pers reported he plans to claim for damages from the
British government.

Members of his legal team told The Guardian news-
paper they expect the government to settle the claim as
quickly as possible to avoid allegations of Britain’s
involvement in human rights abuses aired in court.  The
nine British nationals and six British residents released
from Guantanamo are each thought to have received
around £1 million ($1.55 million, 1.4 million euros) from

the government. London settled civil damages claims
rather than contest in court allegations that Britain’s
security services were complicit in what happened to
them.

Lawyer Clive Stafford Smith, who spent years cam-
paigning for Aamer’s release, told AFP he would now be
given medical tests before being reunited with his fami-
ly. He is thought to be suffering from a string of health
issues, including post-traumatic stress disorder.

“I think he’ll want to hear the word ‘Daddy’ instead of
number 239,” said Smith, referring to Aamer’s prisoner
number at Guantanamo.

Al-Qaeda accusation 
The United States had accused Aamer of acting as a

recruiter, financier and fighter for Al-Qaeda, as well as
being a close associate of Osama bin Laden, but never
charged him.

Twice cleared for release from Guantanamo in 2007
and 2009, he has always denied the allegations and said
he was in Afghanistan working for a charity when he
was captured by bounty hunters.

Cameron had pressed US President Barack Obama
for his release and his spokeswoman said there were no
plans for the British authorities to detain him or charge

him. The Daily Telegraph newspaper said it understood
that high-level discussions had taken place between
London and Washington on how Britain’s security serv-
ices would “monitor potential threats” posed by Aamer.
Aamer was born in Saudi Arabia in December 1968 and
lived in the US before settling in Britain, where he mar-
ried a British woman and, in 1996, became a resident.

In 2001, he took his family to Afghanistan, but sent
them to Pakistan after the September 11 attacks. He
said he was about to join them when he was detained.
He was transferred to Guantanamo Bay in 2002, where
he said he faced mistreatment, leading him to become
an advocate for prisoners’ rights and an organiser of
hunger strikes.

Aamer fasted even after his release was announced
last month in protest in protest at alleged mistreatment.
Obama signed an order six years ago to close the facili-
ty, which was opened to hold terror suspects following
the September 11, 2001 attacks on the United States. 

But he has struggled to do so in the face of opposi-
tion in Congress and with other countries reluctant to
take in one-time terror suspects. Following the release
of Mauritanian detainee Ahmed Ould Abdel Aziz from
Guantanamo this week, the US defence ministry said
there were 113 detainees left. — AFP
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DIYARBAKIR: Hit hard by the return to violence
between security forces and Kurdish rebels,
Turkey’s southeastern city of Diyarbakir is
preparing for today’s crucial election with a mix-
ture worry, sadness, but also anger.

The entry into parliament of the pro-Kurdish
Peoples’ Democratic Party (HDP) for the first
time after June’s parliamentary polls prompted
scenes of jubliation in Diyabakir, the country’s
main Kurdish city.  But since then the atmos-
phere has changed dramatically. Two suicide
attacks blamed on the Islamic State (IS) group-
one in June in the southern town of Suruc and
one in Ankara this month-left a total of more
than 130 people dead, most of them activists
from left-wing and pro-Kurdish movements.
And since the summer, renewed violence
between Turkish security forces and the out-
lawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) has shat-
tered a 2013 truce.  “There have been too many
deaths, now Diyarbakir is in mourning,” 27-year-
old Suat Korkmaz told AFP while fiddling with
prayer beads in an old inn in the centre of the
ancient city.

“The streets are empty, I’ve never seen
Diyarbakir so quiet,” said primary school teacher
Yagdar Kocit. “People are afraid a bomb might
go off.” As a precaution the HDP has cancelled
public meetings, forcing its candidates to cam-
paign discreetly.

Parties need at least 10 percent of the vote to
get into parliament and whlie Korkmaz was con-
fident the HDP would “clear the bar” again, he
warned “it won’t have the same special feeling as
last time.” Cerkes Kizil, 46, plans to vote for the
Justice and Development Party (AKP) of
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan. “Our country is
heading towards chaos and only the AKP can
save it,” he said.

Child killed by sniper 
But many Diyarbakir residents interviewed

by AFP accused Erdogan and his party-which
took only one of the town’s 11 seats in June-of
restarting the fight with the PKK to punish them
for supporting the HDP.  Bullet-scarred walls,
broken windows, potholed roads-the Sur district
of the old town still bear the scars of the latest
clashes in its maze of tiny streets that pitted spe-
cial police units against the PKK’s youth wing
two weeks ago.

“It lasted four days, nobody dared show their
face in the street, not even a bird,” said Saadet
Emre, 55, who was wounded by a bullet rico-
chet.  “We were forced to sleep in the kitchen —
15 of us.” Her neighbour Emin Celik added: “We
had no water, nothing to eat, not even any dry
bread.”

A short distance away, the Fatih Pacha
mosque has stood since 16th century, its basalt
walls, normally a draw for tourists, now scarred
by bullets.  Nearby stands a ruined building,
destroyed by a rocket according to its inhabi-
tants.

Police and rebels alike deny responsiblity for
the damage, but residents have no doubt where
their anger lies.

“A police sniper shot an 11-year-old girl. Her
hair and her brains were scattered on the
ground. Do they not fear Allah?” said Celik.  “I’ve
lived here for 35 years and I’ve never seen vio-
lence like it,” said Emre. “Eight families have left
the area because they were afraid.” Despite the
injury to her foot, Emre said she will vote on
Sunday “to repeat the same thing we told the
AKP last time: they need to share power.”

“And if they decide to ignore us and restart
the police operations, what can I say? God help
all of us.” — AFP
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ISTANBUL: A supporter of Turkey’s main opposition Republican People’s Party (CHP)
gestures during a campaign rally in Istanbul yesterday on the eve of the country’s gen-
eral election. Turkey votes on November 1 in its second election since June, called after
the long-dominant Justice and Development Party (AKP) lost its majority in a stunning
setback. — AFP 


