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MEXICO CITY: Triple Formula One world
champion Lewis Hamilton says his next
Formula One contract is likely to be his
last and does not want to ‘hog’ a seat and
deny others a shot at glory.

The 30-year-old, who clinched his
third title in Texas last weekend, indicated
he intended to see out his career with
Mercedes.

“I’ve got a contract for another three
years. I imagine beyond this three years
there could be one more contract of
three or four years I will commit to and
that would be it for me,” he told British
reporters at the Mexican Grand Prix.

A move to Ferrari, the dream of most
Formula One drivers, looked unlikely.
“There was always that talk of driving
another car and I have done that. Ticked
that box off. I have been driving with
Mercedes since I was 13 so I can’t honest-
ly see myself anywhere else,” he said.

“I don’t like to say never, but I think it
would be pretty awesome to finish my
career with this team.” Hamilton made his
F1 debut in 2007, given his chance at
Mclaren when Kimi Raikkonen replaced
seven times world champion
Schumacher at Ferrari and Colombian
Juan Pablo Montoya also departed. He
then moved to Mercedes in 2013 when
Schumacher finally retired for the second
time at the age of 43.

“For every year that he (Schumacher)
stayed ... because he could stay and he
enjoyed it, that’s one less seat for some-
one else that potentially could have come
along maybe,” said Hamilton.

“Maybe there wasn’t anyone good
enough at the time but I just remember
how it happened for me in 2006. If they
had not moved maybe I would not be in
this position today, I would be some-
where else. “I’ve got a friend also who had

a chance to be in Formula One but it got
missed and he never got the chance
again so I am conscious I don’t want to
hog it,” he said.

Hamilton said he might well be able to
stay longer when the time came but he
was likely to resist. “I just feel there is a
point in which I have done my piece here,
I will have done 15 years in the sport so I
am going to let someone else come in,”
he explained.

The Briton spends an increasing
amount of time in the United States and
has plenty of interests outside the sport,
particularly musical and in fashion, and is
currently learning the piano.

“There is so much to do outside of rac-
ing,” he said. “I have made enough money
that I don’t need to make any more mon-
ey in my life but I will continue (racing).”

Meanwhile, the pressure is mounting
on Sergio Perez but the sole Mexican

driver in the country’s first Formula One
grand prix in 23 years is handling it well,
according to Force India co-owner Vijay
Mallya. Perez, on the podium in Russia
this month and hitting a rich vein of form,
has been at the centre of attention all
week with Sunday’s race at the revamped
Hermanos Rodriguez circuit a career
highlight whatever the result.

More than 100,000 spectators are
expected to turn out today after 89,000
attended Friday’s free practice sessions-
more than turn up on race day at some
venues with less tradition or local fervor.
Judging from the roar that went up
whenever Perez’s car appeared in sight,
most will be cheering for the 25-year-old
Guadalajara native.

“There is pressure, particularly in a
home race where Checo (Perez) is a
superstar and has so many fans,” Mallya
told Reuters.

“But I think he’s mature enough to
handle that pressure. In fact, coming off
two strong performances in Sochi and
then in Austin, he is really raring to go
here in front of his home fans.

“That’s my reading of the situation
based on my conversations with him. He
knows it’s a competitive car and just has
to relax and enjoy his racing. He’s certain-
ly not wilting under any pressure, doesn’t
show any signs of it.”

Veteran Formula One insider Jo
Ramirez, who worked with Brazilian
Ayrton Senna at McLaren and has known
every Mexican driver since he left the
country for Italy with Ricardo Rodriguez
in the early 1960s, hoped that was the
case. “I just hope he controls his nerves,”
the 74-year-old told Reuters in the pad-
dock. “The passion he is going to have. He
never really drove here. It’s 23 years since
the grand prix was here.—Reuters

Hamilton sees one more contract beyond current deal

HOUSTON: Stephen Curry scored 25 points
and the Golden State Warriors beat the
Houston Rockets 112-92 on Friday night in a
rematch of the Western Conference finals.

Curry listened to the crowd frequently
rain down “MVP! MVP!” chants on Rockets
guard James Harden. But Curry outscored
him 25-16 and got the win again, just as he
did in the real MVP vote and in the Warriors’
five-game victory that sent them to the NBA
Finals.

The reigning champions improved to 2-0
and the Rockets fell to 0-2. Harden strug-
gled with his shot for a second straight
game. The MVP runner-up finished 4 of 18,
including 1 of 10 from 3-point range, but
added seven rebounds and five assists.

Dwight Howard had nine points and sev-
en rebounds for Houston in his first game
after serving a one-game suspension for
getting a fourth flagrant foul in the postsea-
son.

THUNDER 139, MAGIC 136
Russell Westbrook banked in a 3-pointer

from just inside halfcourt at the end of regu-
lation on his way to 48 points, Kevin Durant
scored 43 points, and Oklahoma City out-
lasted Orlando.

Westbrook added 11 rebounds and eight
assists, and Durant had 12 rebounds.
Orlando had a chance to tie it with 6 sec-

onds to play, but twice had 3-point
attempts blocked.

Oklahoma City trailed by as many as 18,
but outscored the Magic 42-24 in the fourth
quarter. Westbrook had 14 points in the
extra periods.Tobias Harris led the Magic
with 30 points, and Nik Vucevic added 26.

CAVALIERS 102, HEAT 92
LeBron James scored 29 points, Kevin

Love added 24 points and 14 rebounds and
Cleveland beat Miami in the Cavaliers’ home
opener. James was 13 of 19 from the field
for Cleveland.

Dwyane Wade led Miami with 25 points,
and Chris Bosh had 16. James, Wade and
Bosh played in the same regular-season
game for the first time since they were
teammates in Miami.

James, who said Friday he planned on
playing in all 82 games, showed no signs of
the back troubles that sidelined him in
training camp. He had five rebounds and
four assists in 34 minutes.

PISTONS 98, BULLS 94
Marcus Morris scored 26 points, Andre

Drummond had 20 points and 20 rebounds
and Detroit beat Chicago to improve to 3-0.
The Pistons are 3-0 for the first time since
winning their first four games in 2008-09.
They have been impressive on defense so

far, and they held Chicago’s Derrick Rose
scoreless until the fourth quarter.

Detroit scored the first seven points of
overtime, taking a 90-83 lead on Anthony
Tolliver’s 3-pointer. Rose finished with eight
points, and Jimmy Butler led the Bulls with
23.

TIMBERWOLVES 95, NUGGETS 78
Karl-Anthony Towns had 28 points and

14 rebounds and Minnesota beat Denver.
Andrew Wiggins added 18 points despite a
sore back to help the Timberwolves follow
up a season-opening win over the Los
Angeles Lakers with another road victory.
They have been playing with heavy hearts
since coach Flip Saunders died Sunday after
complications from Hodgkin’s lymphoma.
Emmanuel Mudiay scored 15 points for the
Nuggets in coach Michael Malone’s home
debut.

SPURS 102, NETS 75
Kawhi Leonard had 16 points, Tim

Duncan added 15 and San Antonio
regrouped after a sluggish start to beat
Brooklyn. LaMarcus Aldridge had 10 points,
primarily on follows of missed shots as he
continues to find his place in the Spurs’
offense. Brook Lopez had 17 points to lead
Brooklyn.

HAWKS 97, HORNETS 94
Dennis Schroder made Atlanta’s two-

point guard lineup look good by scoring 14
points and the Hawks held off Charlotte.
Kent Bazemore led Atlanta with 19 points
and Paul Millsap and Al Horford each had
18. Nicolas Batum led the Hornets with 14
points and 11 rebounds.

KINGS 132, LAKERS 114
Rajon Rondo had 21 points and eight

assists and DeMarcus Cousins added 21
points and 11 rebounds for Sacramento.

With Rondo running the offense and
benefiting from Los Angeles turnovers, the
Kings had a 24-point lead at halftime and
continued to pad the lead in the third quar-
ter. Jordan Clarkson scored 22 points for the
Lakers. Kobe Bryant had 13 points in 22
minutes.

WIZARDS 118, BUCKS 113
Bradley Beal scored 14 of his 26 points in

the fourth quarter and Washington over-
came a 13-point deficit to beat Milwaukee.

Ramon Sessions scored 11 of his 23
points in the fourth quarter for the Wizards.
John Wall had 19 points and 10 assists.
Milwaukee’s Giannis Antetokounmpo
scored 23 of his 27 points in the first half

after returning from a one-game suspen-
sion to open the season.

RAPTORS 113, CELTICS 103
DeMar DeRozan scored 23 points and

Terrence Ross had 13 of his 21 in the fourth
quarter to help Toronto beat Boston.

DeMarre Carroll  scored 10 of his 21
points in the third quarter and Kyle Lowry
finished with 14 points and nine assists for
the Raptors. Isaiah Thomas led Boston with
25 points.

JAZZ 99, 76ERS 71
Derrick Favors had 20 points and 12

rebounds to lead Utah past Philadelphia.
Rodney Hood added 17 points, and the Jazz
used multiple 13-0 runs to build a 32-point
lead. Jerami Grant and Nik Stauskas each

had 12 points for the 76ers.

SUNS 110, TRAIL BLAZERS 92
Eric Bledsoe scored 22 points, backcourt

mate Brandon Knight added 18 and
Phoenix pulled away in the second half to
roll past Portland. Tyson Chandler set the
tone after Phoenix’s lackluster season debut
against Dallas, scoring 10 points in the first
quarter. He finished with 15 points and 13
rebounds.

TJ Warren added 17 points for Phoenix
on a night when the Suns inducted Steve
Nash into the franchise’s Ring of Honor.
Damian Lillard led Portland with 24 points
on 7-of-20 shooting. C.J.  McCollum added
16, making just 7 of 22 shots. Al-Farouq
Aminu added 16 points  and Mason Plumlee
15 for the Blazers.—AP

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Olympic Shooting Complex will see the
launch of the 13th Asian Shooting
Championship, which qualifies the win-
ners to Brazil 2016 summer Olympics,
with the participation of 1200 shooters
representing 36 countries.

Delegations continued to arrive yes-
terday to participate in the champi-
onship which will witness hot competi-
tion to get the qualifying quotas for the
Olympics, as the Higher Organizing
Committee is holding  the right of having
the qualifying quotas and rejected the
International Olympic Committee’s deci-
sion to remove the qualifying status from
the championship. Official competitions
will start tomorrow at the Shooting
Complex which witnessed the presence
of large number of delegations, who
arrived early to prepare well.

Meanwhile the HOC completed all
preparations, as it intensified the work
with all committee despite all foreign
pressures it faces to disrupt this major
event, which Kuwait has been getting
ready for four years, when Kuwait
Shooting sports club was selected to
organize it.

Meanwhile Secretary General of the
Arab and Kuwait Shooting Federations
Obaid Al-Osaimi said everybody be it KSF

or participating federations reject the lat-
est decision by the IOC which does not
recognize the qualification to Rio de
Janeiro 2016 Olympics, adding that the
whole issue reflects the extent of IOC’s
intentions towards Kuwait sports, and
proves that there are those who are
messing with the name and future of
Kuwait sports.

Al-Osaimi said that all 1200 shooters
and officials agree on taking measures to
face such practices from IOC or ISSF.

Al-Osaimi said KSF will go ahead with
its legal steps to safeguard its rights, be it
against IOC officials and ISSF, or any offi-
cial who seek to stop the activities of
Kuwait Shooting, through filing court
cases.

Al-Osaimi said Kuwait ’s decision
towards the sports activities suspension
by the IOC, adding that KSF decided not
to participate in Rio de Janeiro 2016,
despite the qualification of two Kuwait
shooters Ahmad Al-Afasi and Khalid Al-
Mudhaf. 

In case the IOC does not remove its
suspension of Kuwait sports activity, it
will not participate under the Olympic
flag in any way, shape or form.

Al-Osaimi asked all local athletes to be
united to face the organized campaign
against Kuwait’s athletes and sports,
adding that Kuwait can defend itself as
required.

HOUSTON: Golden State Warriors’ Marreese Speights (left) and Houston Rockets’ Clint Capela chase a loose ball in
the first half of a NBA basketball game.—AP

Cleveland: Miami Heat’s Dwyane Wade (left) fouls Cleveland Cavaliers’ LeBron James during the second half of an
NBA basketball game. —AP

Warriors defuse Rockets, Thunder roll

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L PCT GB
Toronto 2 0 1.000 -
NY Knicks 1 1 .500 1
Boston 1 1 .500 1
Brooklyn 0 2 0 2
Philadelphia 0 2 0 2

Central Division
Detroit 3 0 1.000 -
Chicago 2 1 .667 1
Cleveland 2 1 .667 1
Indiana 0 2 0 2.5
Milwaukee 0 2 0 2.5

Southeast Division
Washington 2 0 1.000 -
Atlanta 2 1 .667 0.5
Miami 1 1 .500 1
Orlando 0 2 0 2
Charlotte 0 2 0 2

Western Conference
Northwest Division

Minnesota 2 0 1.000 -
Oklahoma City 2 0 1.000 -
Utah 1 1 .500 1
Denver 1 1 .500 1
Portland 1 1 .500 1

Pacific Division
LA Clippers 2 0 1.000 -
Golden State 2 0 1.000 -
Phoenix 1 1 .500 1
Sacramento 1 1 .500 1
LA Lakers 0 2 0 2

Southwest Division
San Antonio 1 1 .500 -
Dallas 1 1 .500 -
Memphis 1 1 .500 -
New Orleans 0 2 0 1
Houston 0 2 0 1

NBA Results/Standings

Cleveland 102, Miami 92; Oklahoma City 139, Orlando 136 (OT); Utah 99, Philadelphia 71;
Toronto 113, Boston 103; Detroit 98, Chicago 94 (OT); Atlanta 97, Charlotte 94; Washington
118, Milwaukee 113; San Antonio 102, Brooklyn 75; Minnesota 95, Denver 78; Golden State
112, Houston 92; Sacramento 132, LA Lakers 114; Phoenix 110, Portland 92.

13th Asian Shooting

C’ship on target


