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Policeman kills 
US, S African 
instructors 
in Jordan 

Nigerian bags 
World Scrabble 
title, in first 
for Africa

Bryant reigns, 
but Lakers lose 
at Madison 
Square Garden

‘Medicine 
man’ brings 
pills to the 
poor in India

Amir arrives in Russia

for ‘important’ summit  
Mideast crisis, terrorism top agenda as Kuwaiti, Russian leaders meet

CONDOLENCES
Kuwait Times Editor-in-Chief,

Management 
and 

Staff convey their
deepest condolences

to the family of

Xavier Moraes
(Sports Editor, Kuwait Times)KUWAIT: Francis Xavier Moraes (54), Kuwait Times Sports

Editor, passed away yesterday following a brief illness. Xavier,
who worked with Kuwait Times for more than 30 years, is sur-
vived by his wife Maria Rita Moraes. Xavier, an Indian national,
commenced his career in Kuwait Times in 1983. He became the
sports editor subsequently in 1992 after the newspaper
reopened following the Liberation.  Xavier has covered several
major sports events in his career, including traveling to several
important sporting events in the region and internationally.
His body will be flown to his hometown Mumbai once the for-
malities are completed. 

KT Sports Editor 

Xavier dies at 54

May God rest his soul in peace

MOSCOW: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah and his accompanying delegation arrived in the Russian city of
Sochi yesterday on a visit during which he will hold official talks with
President Vladimir Putin. On arrival, His Highness the Amir was received
by Minister for the Development of Russian Far East Alexander
Galushka, Sochi Mayor Anatoly Pakhomov, Kuwait’s ambassador to
Russia Abdulaziz Ahmad Al-Adwani, and officials of the embassy. 

Meanwhile, a Russian diplomat has described the Amir’s visit as
“important.” “The visit of His Highness the Amir of the State of Kuwait
will give a boost to bilateral relations in different spheres,” Peter Stegny,
who served as Russian Ambassador in Kuwait, said in a statement. He
said the Amir’s summit talks with Russian President Vladimir Putin
would be important because of the critical situation in the Middle East
and the Arabian Gulf regions, as well as rising threats of terrorism.

Stegny said Kuwait and Russia enjoyed long relationships, citing a
visit by a Russian naval ship to the Kuwaiti ports in the early 20th centu-
ry, when sailors took photos of Kuwait and the then ruler Sheikh
Mubarak Al-Sabah. Kuwait established diplomatic relations with the
Soviet Union in 1963, thus it was the “only window for the Soviets in the
Arabian Gulf region,” he said. Stegny said bilateral relations were strong
that Kuwaiti ships were hoisting the Soviet Union flag while sailing
through the Strait of Hormuz during the 1980-88 Iraq-Iran war. Russia,
he noted, also supported Kuwait during the Iraqi invasion and occupa-
tion in the 1990-91.

Stegny said he was happy to work as Ambassador in Kuwait during
the post-invasion reconstruction period. 

He commended the efforts of the Kuwaiti government and people in
overcoming the traumatic impacts of the Iraqi seven-month occupation.
Kuwait and Russia also cooperated closely in the search for Kuwaiti pris-
oners and missing. “This humanitarian mission bolstered solidarity
between the Russian and Kuwaiti people,” he said. Stegny said His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad played an important role to
foster relations with Moscow when he was a foreign minister. —KUNA

Conspiracy theories

from the editor’s desk

The saddest news
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By Abd Al-Rahman Al-Alyan

Kuwait Times mourns the pass-
ing of one of its oldest and
most dedicated professionals

today after his sad and untimely
death yesterday. Xavier Moraes was
an exceptional journalist, a hard-
working and hard driving editor and
dedicated to the newspaper. Xavier
joined the paper when I was around
six years old. I remember going to
the office with my dad and he
would call me over to his desk, hand
me pens and paper and invite me to
color. He was a fixture in Kuwait
Times, steady and reliable as a clock
and one of the people that con-
tributed to its success for more than
the 30+ years. 

In his role as Sports Editor, Xavier
always knew the important games -
and the latest footballer gossip -
and how to get the best of sports
news to our readers. He was a vital
part of the editorial team and a
leader in his chosen profession.
Personally, I always knew the man
to be a polished professional who
got the job done even sometimes in
the most challenging of circum-
stances. I cannot thank him enough
for his long service and contribution
to the Kuwait Times. Neither he nor
his stamp on the newspaper will
ever be forgotten. My deepest con-
dolences to his family and May God
Almighty Rest His Eternal Soul. 

MOSCOW: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah is
received by Minister for the Development of Russian Far East Alexander
Galushka, Sochi Mayor Anatoly Pakhomov, Kuwait ambassador to Russia
Abdulaziz Ahmad Al-Adwani, and officials of the embassy. — KUNA


