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Information Minister, State Minister for Youth
Affairs and Chairman of the Higher Tourism
Committee Sheikh Salman Al-Humoud Al-

Sabah made a good statement recently, in which
he said there is an intention to establish a special-
ized authority for tourism in Kuwait. The decision
comes out from the future vision to make tourism
one of Kuwait’s sources of income, the minister
said. The step is being taken after the tourism sec-
tor returned from commerce ministry to the infor-
mation ministry.

Under the current laws that regulate entry and
exit of Kuwait as well as the problems that those
‘forced’ to come to the country face, these news
might sound laughable. But Allah may change the
situation to the better, which is what we hope.
However, that requires showing total seriousness
to realize those wishes, as well as serious inten-
tions and effort to eradicate all factors that deter
people from visiting and living in Kuwait. 

What is important in the issue of tourism in
Kuwait, and before talking about easing proce-
dures or consulting experts, is that we must decide
what kind of identity is required for tourism in the
country.

My column today is not to repeat what I wrote
in the past, but to draw the attention to the fact
that we in Kuwait will soon receive two cultural
centers that will be a precedence in the region and
the world in terms of design, content and capacity.

First is the Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad cultural cen-
ter, with its magnificent design, distinguished
material used and lightings. It includes an opera
house, multiple theaters of various sizes, all fully
equipped, and a large library. It will be able to
receive thousands of visitors daily, as parking lots
and landscapes are made, connecting all buildings
together.

Second is the Abdallah Al-Salem cultural center,
which is considered the largest museum in the
world to be built in one stage. It is made of various
types of museums, including the historic, scientific,
Islamic museums in addition to a huge aquarium
for marine life of all shapes, types and sizes. It also
has a capacity for thousands of visitors.

These types of large and distinguished cultural
projects makes it necessary to use them to attract
visitors from all parts of the region and the world.
This type of cultural work and arts has its lovers
and followers, including people who might look
forward to come to Kuwait to enjoy it.

Let us decide the identity of tourism in Kuwait
as cultural tourism, by strengthening all available
fields in this regard, which is something that was
not thought of so far. This of course requires get-
ting ready to receive thousands of visitors who
come from all over the world by easing procedures
of entry and visit, provide suitable hotels, comfort-
able and enough transport. And let our youth
manage this authority while seeking the help of
foreign and local expertise.

A beautiful future is waiting for this country, as
long as we remain serious towards this future, and
how to transform dreams into reality, because it is
very easy, more than we think. We need a decision
and seriousness in execution, nothing more, noth-
ing less. — Translated by Kuwait Times

What kind of tourism
do you want?

Al-Qabas

By Iqbal Al-Ahmad

Aviation is a relatively modern science that is
almost one hundred years old. Therefore, it is
considered a highly advanced human science in

terms of ideas and principles compared to other
human sciences mankind has even known and set the
foundations of thousands of years ago such as medi-
cine, engineering, legislation and politics. 

In aviation, one learns two basic principles. The first
is to expect the worst case scenarios so as to be safe
instead of being taken by surprise in any contingency.
The second principle is being extremely realistic
instead of theorizing things.   

When applying those modern rules to regional
political developments, we find that we would better
adapt the first principle; expecting the worst scenario,
and assuming that Iraq, Syria, Libya and probably
Yemen are doomed to be eventually and violently
divided through wars and acts of violence. We should
also assume that Lebanon and Palestine are moving
towards the same end through political blockages that
can turn into armed conflict and eventually end by
division. 

Realistic thinking, not the dreaming one, tells us to
take the ‘division’ theory as something that is doomed
to happen and to immediately start working on lessen-
ing its possible impacts. It would be better for Iraq,
Syria and Libya to be peacefully divided with less
destruction, blood shedding and grudges and wait for

possible better future circumstances to create devel-
oped confederations that grant various regions, sects
and ethnicities enough freedom and privacy. This
would be much better than destruction, wars, grudges
and feuds that may last for decades and even cen-
turies. Finally, one should know that all the militias cur-
rently working in various Arab countries have equal
roles and work hard on dividing their own countries,

despite the so many fake slogans and mottos they use
about patriotism, justice and religion. Therefore, they
have endless supplies of funds, weapons and highly
trained and organized military and intelligence leaders.

— Translated by Kuwait Times

Aviation and politics
Al-Anbaa

By Sami Al-Nisf 

Crime
R e p o r t

KD 100,000 robbery
A man SAID Sharq police that he was robbed at gun-

point by three persons he could not recognize. The sus-
pects robbed the bedoon man of KD 100,000 in cash
before escaping. Detectives are working on the case.

Checkpoint
Maidan Hawally police arrested a citizen with two

possession of imported liquor bottles and 4 bags of
drugs. The arrest was made at a checkpoint in the area
as police found the contrabands when the suspect’s
car was searched. The suspect was sent to the prosecu-
tion department.

Break-in and robbery
A man told police that a thief stole money and per-

sonal belongings from his car that was parked it in
front of his house in Salmiya. A security source said a
citizen told police that his car was broken into and the
thief stole KD 1,600 and other personal things.
Detectives are working on the case.

KUWAIT: Army engineers dealt with a land mine that was
found in Abdali desert earlier this week. The area was evac-
uated before explosives’ technicians detonated the mine.

Counterfeit clothes
Northern ports department men discovered 3 contain-

ers full of counterfeit clothes carrying world brand names.
The owner was given a choice of either paying a fine and
have the shipment destroyed, or be sent for prosecution.

Reckless driving
A campaign carried out by Ahmadi police resulted in

impounding 33 cars that were sent to the traffic depart-
ment’s garage. Police’s action came after complaints
against reckless driving in the area.

Jewelry theft
A citizen accused an Asian worker of stealing his wife’s

jewelry, valued at KD 5,200, before escaping from his Abu
Hlaifa home. A case was filed for investigations. — Al-Rai

Fake titles
Al-Anbaa

By Nermin Al-Houti

The civil society nowadays is leaning towards
correcting titles, be it scientific or practical, that
were given to phony individuals who took

advantages of circumstances, and used all means to
grant themselves fake titles.

That issue was not the product of chance and and
is not recent; rather it was the result of and years that
piled up and instilled in many people to become an
image of those who were a minority yesterday and
today they became a majority of fake titles.

Fake titles, as we used to find in the past, are giv-
en to those who call themselves doctors or engi-
neers or give themselves similar scientific titles,
though they did not complete his studies to deserve
such title. That group was limited at one point to
some people who are known to our society. But with
great regret, these people were not treated from
‘self-inferiority,’ so their society’s treatment was to
ignore them and pray for them to be cured from
their inferiority complex. As days went by without
the presence of a legal punishment, the infection
spread and most members of our society have the
letter ‘D’ for example ahead of their names. They are
buying these titles to become ‘dignitaries’ in the soci-
ety. The infection was not limited to that, “, but some
people are now forging certificates and posts, think-
ing they will be among the society’s elite. The infec-
tion became widespread to the point in which we no
longer know who is phony and who is not, and we
became a society characterized by fake titles.

The tragedy was left without solutions to a point
where the struggle has become between the title
and society. The end is a catastrophe that made the
society characterized by fakeness, and the reason is a
title. Out of this approach, it is a must that officials
pass a law that criminalizes anyone who claims a
fake title. Rather, it is a must for concerned authori-
ties to check the scientific and practical papers for all
members of the society, be them citizens or expats,
to put the suitable person in the suitable place, so
our society will become without persons who have
fake titles in the future. —Translated by Kuwait Times 

Landmine detonated
in Abdali

Al-Jarida

Peace

Realistic thinking, not the
dreaming one, tells us to
take the ‘division’ theory

as something that is
doomed to happen

KUWAIT: Warba Bank has recently
organized a staff gathering in the
presence of Jassar Dakheel Al-Jassar,
the Vice Chairman and Chief
Executive Officer, the members of
the top management and the Bank’s
employees. During the event, the
management highlighted the
achievements added to the Bank’s
record this year as well as the aspira-
tions for next stage in parallel with
the Bank’s Strategy Plan for the
upcoming years. The Strategy Plan
aims at determining the priorities
and requirements of the current and
next stages while taking into
account the strength, weaknesses,
opportunities and threats (SWOT) to
Warba Bank and its current market
presence in such severe competi-
tion with other Banks. This event is
an opportunity for communication
between the Bank’s executive man-
agement and employees. The event
is also a continuation of the Bank’s
approach for encouraging, honor-
ing and providing full support to
excellent staff for their unique
efforts.

Achievements and successes
On this occasion, Jassar said:

“2015 is very distinctive in terms of
achievements and successes accom-

plished thanks first to Allah then to
the support and guidance of the
board of directors, the executive
management team and the efficien-
cy of our employees. This success is
embodied in market expansion and
conversion to profitability due to
the significant growth in the busi-
ness size and high performance effi-
ciency. Additionally within a short
period, Warba Bank has been able to
hold prestigious position and firmly
build up its image as a modern
Islamic Bank marked by  service
quality and variety of innovative
products that take into considera-
tion the highest quality standards
and modern technology.”

Jassar also added: “Warba Bank
will continue honoring, awarding
and promoting its excellent employ-
ees and fostering their develop-
ments for achieving the target goals
and availing from their experiences
for future trends being the corner
stone of the Bank’s structure. The
Bank has graduated a new group of
trainees who passed a program on
banking business skills. Warba Bank
will continue enhancing the
required ratio of national labor and
creating opportunities for energetic
calibers that have new and innova-
tive ideas.”

First credit rating
Jassar added: “These successes

have contributed to Warba Bank
recently receiving its first credit rat-
ing by one of the leading interna-
tional rating agencies that is
Moody’s Investor Service which
assigned a rating of Baa2/Prim-2 for
deposits in local and foreign curren-
cies with a stable outlook. 

Moreover; Warba Bank has
received ‘The Fastest Growing Bank
in Kuwait for 2015’ Award from

Banker Middle East in recognition of
the growth achieved and the dis-
tinctive results reflected in the
Bank’s financial statements and key
performance indicators. It is worth
mentioning that Warba Bank won
the ‘Best New Bank in the Middle
East for 2014’ and the ‘Best Call
Center for 2014’ award from the
same magazine. 

Members of the executive man-
agement, each in terms of his
respective area, highlighted the key

achievements and transactions
made during the current year
including the awards added to the
Bank’s record. The event contained
entertainment programs within
warm and friendly atmosphere
among audience where many sur-
prises were made and staff enjoyed
competitions on general informa-
tion winning valuable prizes. The
event ended up with a draw on a set
of grand prizes then the attendees
were invited to dinner.

Warba Bank highlights achievements,
solid values during staff gathering

KUWAIT: Expatriates may become assured that they
will not have to pay five percent fees on their mon-
ey transfers outside Kuwait, as the parliament leg-
islative committee found a constitutional violation
in the Parliamentary proposal that calls for enforc-
ing the fee. Meanwhile, the committee approved a
proposal to require compulsory education for chil-
dren born in Kuwait at the government’s expense.
Rappor teur of the Legislative Committee MP
Ahmad Al-Qudhaibi said there is a constitutional
violation in the proposal in regards to imposing a
five percent fee on financial transfers made by
expats. Therefore, the panel decided to seek the
opinion of the constitutional experts’ team at the
assembly, Qudhaibi said. Committee member
Abdelrahman Al-Jeeran said the adaptation of the
five percent fee on transfers goes under the tax
item and asked “what are the services rendered so
tax can be imposed?” he asked, arguing that taxes
are not allowed under sharia laws.

Meanwhile,  Jeeran said the committee
approved a proposed law making education com-
pulsory for non-Kuwaitis born in Kuwait, and the
government would bear the expenses. This law
covers the stages from kindergarten through the
middle school stage. — Al-Rai

5% remittance fee
proposal rejected


