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ADEN: Cyclone Megh has killed six
people on war-ravaged Yemen’s
Socotra Island, the second rare tropi-
cal storm to hit the Arabian Peninsula
country in a week, an official said yes-
terday. The latest deaths since the
cyclone made landfall  on Sunday
“include two women, while three oth-
er people have gone missing and
dozens were injured,” said the official
who spoke to AFP by telephone from
Socotra. 

“Most of the victims died when
their  homes collapsed,” he said,
requesting anonymity. The cyclone
caused panic and prompted appeals
for help for residents on the island,
already badly battered by last week’s
cyclone Chapala. “The wind, rain, and
floods have receded during the past
few hours but the cyclone has caused

massive destruction to homes,” said
the official. The Arabian Sea island is
located 350 kilometers (210 miles) off
the Yemeni mainland.

Fisheries Minister Fahd Kavieen,
who is from Socotra himself, urged
the United Nations and neighboring
Oman on Sunday to “urgently inter-
vene with emergency teams to save
residents” on the island “which is now
facing a cyclone stronger than
Chapala”. 

World Meteorological Organization
( WMO) spokeswoman Clare Nullis
said Friday tropical  cyclones are
extremely rare over the Arabian
Peninsula, and two back-to-back was
“an absolutely extraordinary event”.
The UN’s humanitarian agency OCHA
said on Monday that up to 6,808 fami-
lies were displaced by Chapala, which

hit mainland Yemen on November 3,
triggering heavy flash floods and
mudslides.

It warned that Megh is expected to
make landfall on mainland Yemen on
Wednesday,  with the southern
provinces of Abyan and Bayda most
at risk. Chapala killed eight people in
Yemen’s southeastern Hadramawt
province, where residents reported
rain and strong winds yesterday. The
country has been riven by conflict
since Iran-backed rebels seized con-
trol of the capital Sanaa in September
last year and advanced into other
areas. A Saudi-led coalition launched
air strikes against the rebels in March
in support of a fightback by forces
loyal to President Abedrabbo
Mansour Hadi, who had earlier fled to
Saudi Arabia. —AFP

Second cyclone kills 6 on Yemeni Island

SHARM EL-SHEIKH: A policeman sits under shade in front of a tourism police
station in Naama Bay, Sharm El-Sheikh, South Sinai, Egypt yesterday. —AP

ANKARA: The head of Turkey’s pro-Kurdish oppo-
sition accused President Tayyip Erdogan of trying
to create a “constitutional dictatorship” by push-
ing for an executive presidential system, and of
fostering a climate of fear to win an election land-
slide. Selahattin Demirtas, who co-leads the
Peoples’ Democratic Party (HDP), told Reuters he
believed the government could call a referendum
as soon as this time next year on a new constitu-
tion that would transform what has been a largely
ceremonial presidency.

A senior member of the AK Party, which

Erdogan founded, denied the charges of fear
mongering, saying that on the contrary it had suf-
fered while trying to campaign in the predomi-
nantly Kurdish southeast of Turkey. In the second
election to be held this year, the AKP last week
regained the parliamentary majority which it lost
in June, winning 317 of 550 seats - only 13 short
of the number needed to call such a referendum.
Demirtas stressed the HDP would oppose the
plan of putting more power in the hands of the

presidency, which Erdogan has held since step-
ping up from the prime ministership last year.

“We would have to lose our minds to agree to
this,” he said in an interview conducted on
Sunday. “Erdogan’s plan for the executive presi-
dential system is not a model for an executive
presidency but one-man rule, a constitutional dic-
tatorship that merges all authority into a single
hand.” Erdogan’s spokesman said after the elec-
tion on Nov. 1 that an issue such as changing the
presidential system couldn’t be decided without
the nation’s support and if a referendum were

needed, then one would be held. Speaking at the
HDP headquarters, Demirtas said next summer
might be too early for a referendum but it could
happen as soon as autumn 2016.

Fear atmosphere
The HDP stunned pundits and pollsters in June

when it won more than 13 percent of the vote,
reaching beyond its Kurdish base to secular left-
ists and others put off by years of rule by Erdogan

and the AKP. But in the re-run, held after coalition
negotiations failed, it barely scraped over the 10
percent threshold required to enter parliament,
taking 59 seats, or 21 fewer than in June. The rise
in AKP support appeared to have been motivated
by renewed fighting in the southeast between
the security forces and Kurdistan Workers Party
(PKK) militants after a ceasefire collapsed in July.
Hundreds have since died. Conservative Kurds
and liberal Turks who blame the PKK for the
unrest turned their backs on the HDP.

Demirtas blamed an atmosphere created by
the “presidential palace” for the fall in support for
his party. “In order to keep the HDP under the
threshold, the Palace decided on a war campaign
that put attacks against our party in the centre,”
he said. “The AK Party and the Palace saw it was
possible to increase their support by frightening
people. They are going to use it more often now,
as they saw that it actually worked.” Suicide
bombers have targeted HDP sympathizers twice
since the June election, including in Ankara last
month when more than 100 people were killed in
Turkey’s deadliest such attack.

AKP Deputy Chairman Ayhan Sefer Ustun
rejected the accusations from Demirtas, saying
his party’s supporters had been threatened in
Kurdish areas before the election. “It’s not we
who created the atmosphere of fear, but the PKK
and the groups linked to it. The HDP is the one
who benefits from such an atmosphere,” he told
Reuters. “The AK Party could not run an election
campaign in the southeast due to this atmos-
phere.” Erdogan, who will host a G20 summit in a
week’s time, has said the election outcome was a
vote for stability and a message to the PKK and
its allies that violence could not coexist with
democracy.

With President Barack Obama expected to
attend, Washington has said it is deeply con-
cerned that Turkish media and journalists were
subject to pressure during the campaign.
Erdogan has consistently portrayed criticism of
his leadership as part of a foreign-backed effort to
belittle him and undermine Turkey’s influence in
the region. Demirtas said he expected the gov-
ernment would eventually return to peace talks
with the PKK. “The negotiations between Turkey
and the PKK will eventually restart, you can’t keep
fighting forever,” he said. “I can’t name the exact
date but I think parties will return to the peace
process in the medium term.” —Reuters
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SHARM EL-SHEIKH: Tourism in Sharm El-
Sheikh was picking up again after years of
political turmoil, with so many Russians enjoy-
ing the sun and fun that local beach aerobics
instructors used the visitors’ own language
rather than Arabic or English. Life was at last
starting to look good for residents of the Red
Sea resort, but that was before an airliner tak-
ing Russian tourists home broke up over the
Sinai Peninsula, where Islamic State militants
suspected of planting a bomb on the plane
are waging an insurgency.

Now the future looks grim for thousands of
Egyptians, from taxi drivers to diving instruc-
tors, who flocked to Sharm El-Sheikh to find
jobs. One tour company official predicted holi-
days might now have to be discounted by up
to 50 percent. “I have been working in Sharm
for three years but this is the first time I have
ever seen it so empty,” said Ahmed Rabie. He
spoke outside the cafe he runs in Naama Bay,
at the resort’s heart. Chairs were stacked on
tables and not a single person was sitting
inside. “Right now, all these cafes and restau-
rants would be full.”

Rabie pays 30,000 Egyptian pounds
($3,700) a month to rent the space, in addition
to operational costs. He told Reuters many
small business owners had shut up shop after
Western governments announced that the
Airbus 321 was likely brought down by a
bomb and then suspended flights to Sharm
El-Sheikh, with Russia following suit. “We are
waiting for two or three days to see what hap-
pens but if it keeps on like this we will shut
down and leave,” he said. With low prices,
cheap package deals and plenty of hotel
rooms, Sharm El-Sheikh was a driving force
behind Egypt’s efforts to lure back visitors. It
was starting to buzz.

Then the Russian plane crashed, with
Islamic State claiming it was responsible. This
immediately alarmed Egyptians, acutely
aware of how vulnerable tourism is to such
violence. On Nov 17, 1997 Islamic militants
descended on Queen Hatshepsut’s temple
near the Nile town of Luxor. In short order
they shot or hacked to death 58 tourists and
four Egyptians. The following January and
February, visitor numbers were down almost

60 percent from the previous year. The indus-
try staged a remarkable comeback, but it took
years.

Invisible hands
Last month, Tourism Minister Hisham

Zaazou said tourism-a pillar of the economy-
expected moderate growth this year with the
aid of a global advertising campaign. President
Abdel Fattah El-Sisi has restored some stability
since the army toppled Islamist President
Mohamed Morsi in 2013 following mass
protests against his rule, but not enough to per-
suade large numbers of foreigners that it is safe
to return. Last year, 9.9 million tourists visited
Egypt, a far cry from the 14.7 million who came
in 2010, the year before the Arab Spring revolu-
tions convulsed the Middle East. An official at
Sharm Travel Solutions, a British-owned Sharm
El-Sheikh tour company, said holidays in the
resort could be discounted by up to 50 percent
if they can be sold at all. “They may sell these
holidays at half price but with flights suspended
will anyone buy them?” the official said.

Other tour operators are offering holidays
to Sharm El-Sheikh with price cuts of up to
200 pounds ($300). A walk through Naama
Bay reveals idle establishments, all with
Russian signs to cater to the resort’s largest
clientele. The resort’s famous beaches fare
only slightly better, with most just half full. The
prospect of a sharp decline in tourism receipts
has left many scrambling to make sense of the
sudden air disaster.  Some are in denial. “There
are invisible foreign hands behind this,” said
Mohamed Abdelaziz, who runs a safari trip
business. “Egypt lies in a strategic location and
other countries are spiteful of this. Sharm is
very safe, the police are even sometimes
unfair to us to make sure it is safe for all
guests.” Many tourists interviewed agreed that
Sharm El-Sheikh felt safe. Airport security was
the problem, not the resort itself. “Personally I
felt sorry for Sharm as a resort when I heard
about the plane crash. I’ve been here 14 times
and I’ve never had a problem,” said British holi-
daymaker Vini Kneale. If it turns out a bomb
brought down the Russian plane, however, it
would “discourage me from coming back,” he
said.—Reuters
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ISTANBUL: More than 400,000 Syrian children
living in Turkey are not in school, largely because
of financial hardship, a plight which could push
more refugees into making a desperate journey
to Europe or even returning to their war-torn
homeland, Human Rights Watch said in a report
Monday. It called on the international communi-
ty and Turkey to act urgently to ensure Syrians
who have fled the four-and-a-half year conflict
have greater access to education.

“Failing to provide Syrian children with educa-
tion puts an entire generation at risk,” said
Stephanie Gee of HRW’s refugee rights program.
“With no real hope for a better future, desperate
Syrian refugees may end up putting their lives on
the line to return to Syria or take dangerous jour-
neys to Europe.” The UN refugee agency said last
week it expected up to 600,000 migrants and
refugees to risk the crossing from Turkey to
Greece over the next four months alone.
Financial hardship was a major obstacle prevent-
ing Syrian children going to class in Turkey, HRW
said, with refugees not permitted to work legally
and often unable to afford any school fees or
transport charges.

‘Child labor rampant’
“Parents are often unable to provide for their

families on the minimal income they make in the
informal labor market, and as a result child labor
is rampant among the Syrian refugee popula-
tion.” Many were also unable to attend school
because of the language barrier, while others
faced bullying and social integration difficulties
and in some cases they were even turned away,
HRW said. In total, nearly three million children
are out of school both inside and outside Syria, a
country where once primary school enrolment
was almost 100 percent, according to estimates
from the UN children’s agency UNICEF.  More
than four million Syrians have fled the conflict
since March 2011, with the number of dead esti-
mated at more than 250,000.  

Turkey, which is hosting more than 2.2 million
refugees alone, last year agreed to  grant Syrian

children access to public schools and to authorize
temporary education centers set up by charities or
other organizations. But out of a total of 708,000
school-age children from Syria, only 212,000 were
enrolled in formal primary or secondary education
last year, HRW said, quoting Turkish education
ministry figures. Although the enrolment rate
inside refugee camps was nearly 90 percent, most
Syrians live in towns and cities across Turkey and
there the rate was only 25 percent, it said.

Turkey has already spent more than $7 billion
(6.5 billion euros) on the Syrian refugee crisis

since 2011, and $252 million on education in
2014-2015 alone, Human Rights Watch said. The
education ministry said last month it aimed to
have 270,000 Syrian children in school by
January and 370,000 by the end of the 2015-
2016 school year.  “Securing these children’s edu-
cation will reduce the risks of early marriage and
military recruitment of children by armed groups,
stabilize their economic future by increasing
their earning potential, and ensure that today’s
young Syrians will be better equipped to con-
front uncertain futures,” HRW said. —AFP
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MUKALLA: Yemeni men fill plastic jerrycans with water following a trop-
ical cyclone that has slammed into the war-wracked country in Yemen’s
Hadramawt province. —AFP

ALEPPO: Syrian government forces walk on a heavily damaged street in the regime-
controlled side of the northern city of Aleppo yesterday. —AFP

ADEN: A 400-strong Sudanese force arrived in
Yemen’s port city Aden yesterday in support
of pro-government forces preparing to con-
front a possible new offensive by rebels on
the country’s south. Yemen’s loyalist forces,
backed by Saudi-led coalition strikes, supplies
and troops, pushed the rebels out of Aden as
part of an operation launched in July to take
back southern territories lost to renegade
forces. Four other southern provinces-Lahj,
Daleh, Abyan and Shabwa-were also retaken
by the forces loyal to President Abedrabbo
Mansour Hadi. But the Iran-backed rebels this
weekend retook several positions in the
south. “More than 400 Sudanese soldiers land-
ed in Aden” as part of the coalition battling
the rebels since March, said a commander of
Yemeni forces loyal to Hadi.

These will join 500 Sudanese soldiers who
arrived in Aden on October 19, part of whom
were deployed in the main southern city and
the strategic Al-Anad airbase in adjacent Lahj
province, the source said. Their arrival comes
amid a mobilization of loyalist forces to block
a possible attempt by the rebels to re-enter

Aden. “General mobilization was been
declared in Daleh,” where the rebels recap-
tured the province’s second-city, Damt, on
Saturday, a local official said. A similar call
was made in the coastal city of Dhubab, near
the Bab Al-Mandab strait, where the rebels
achieved a “limited advance” during the
weekend, a military source said.

The rebels seized a military base in
Dhubab on Saturday following deadly clash-
es with pro-government troops, according to
military sources. Pro-government troops
seized Dhubab early last month, giving them
effective control of Bab Al-Mandab, through
which much of the world’s maritime traffic
passes. The rebels overran the Yemeni capital
Sanaa last year and then advanced south to
Aden, forcing Hadi and his government to
flee to Saudi Arabia. Ministers from Hadi’s
government returned to Aden in mid-
September after six months in exile in the
neighboring oil-rich kingdom. The United
Nations says that around 5,000 people have
been killed in Yemen’s conflict since it esca-
lated in March. —AFP
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