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PARIS: France launched an awareness campaign
yesterday in a bid to halt the crude comments,
groping and sexual violence that women face daily
on public transport. Posters went up at stations
around the country with fictitious metro stops
labeled with comments such as: “Hello
Mademoiselle. You’re lovely. Let’s get to know each
other. Is that short skirt for me?” The remarks get
increasingly aggressive from “You’re hot, you’re
turning me on. Answer me dirty bitch” to “Stop -
that is enough”. 

The scenario is one of several on posters at bus,
train and metro stations that the government
hopes will raise awareness about sexual harass-
ment, a global problem which has prompted similar
campaigns in major cities from New York to London.
“A woman’s daily life should not look like this,” reads
a line at the bottom of the poster. Women are
advised how to react, such as urging fellow passen-
gers to look up from their smartphones and step in,
to reminding their aggressor that touching them in
an inappropriate manner can land them in prison
from six months to five years.

“The aim is to give everyone the tools to react. To
change behavior so that no aggression is trivialized,”
read a statement from the women’s rights ministry.

The campaign has also been rolled out on social
media. The awareness campaign is one of a series of
efforts undertaken by the French government to
combat a problem which a report published in April
described as “massive, violent and having signifi-
cant negative impacts.” The campaign makes clear
that cat-calls and comments on a woman’s clothing
or physique are unacceptable, while threats, public
masturbation, or rubbing up against a woman in
public transport are punishable by heavy fines or
prison time.

Government launched its national plan to com-
bat sexual harassment in July, after an increased
focus on the problem in recent years. Twitter cam-
paigns such as #takebackthemetro and another tar-
geting sexual harassment on the street, took off in
2014 as activists urged government to act against
the problem. In January, Women’s Minister Marisol
Touraine asked the High Council for Equality
between Men and Women to study the problem
and come up with recommendations. The study
found that 100 percent of a group of 600 women
interviewed had experienced sexual harassment on
public transport at some point in their lives. It also
showed how women changed their appearance or
behavior to avoid such harassment. — AFP 

France fights sexual violence on public transport

PARIS: (Left  to right) RATP CEO, public transport operator for Paris’ area, Elisabeth Borne, Junior
minister for Transports Alain Vidalies and French Junior minister for Women’s Rights Pascale
Boistard answer journalists questions after unveiling the poster of an awareness campaign on gen-
der harassment within public transports yesterday. — AFP 

AMMAN: A Jordanian policeman shot dead two
US instructors, a South African and a fellow
Jordanian at a police training centre yesterday
before being gunned down, the government
spokesman said.  Mohammed Momani said the
shooter also wounded two American instructors
and three Jordanians. The assailant was shot
dead by colleagues at the centre in Al-
Muwaqqar, 30 kilometers east of Amman,
Momani, who is also information minister, said in
statements carried by state news agency Petra.  

Authorities opened an investigation to deter-
mine the motive for the shooting, he added. The
three foreign instructors killed were on contract
with Jordanian police, Momani said. A source
close to the family of the shooter identified him
as police captain Anwar Abu Zeid.  “He has no
ties with any terrorist organization like Daesh,”
the source said, using an Arabic acronym for the
jihadist Islamic State group.  

“The family is in shock and security forces are
questioning them about the incident,” the
source, who declined to be named said. The US

embassy in Amman said in a statement that the
mission is “in contact with the appropriate
Jordanian authorities” concerning the shooting
at the Jordanian International Police Training
Centre (JIPTC). The embassy also posted on its
website a message for US citizens reporting a
“security incident” at the JIPTC and urging indi-
viduals “to please avoid that area for the time
being”. “Please monitor the news for further
developments and maintain security awareness,”
the message said.

Anniversary of hotel bombings
The attack coincides with the 10th anniver-

sary of suicide bombings in Amman hotels that
cost 60 lives and wounded dozens more.
Yesterday, King Abdullah II and his wife Queen
Rania attended a memorial for the victims of the
November 9, 2005 attacks. The bombings, which
were claimed by Al-Qaeda, had shocked one of
the Middle East’s most stable countries and a
key US ally. Earlier this year Jordan executed an
Iraqi woman whose husband was one of the

bombers. Sajida Al-Rishawi was arrested after
the attacks and confessed that she was also
wearing an explosives belt but had been unable
to activate it. She was tried and sentenced to
death. She was executed on February 4 along
with another Iraqi jihadist who had been on
death row in revenge for the killing by IS of
fighter pilot Maaz Al-Kassasbeh.  IS captured the
fighter last December and later burned him
alive.  

The pilot’s murder sparked international con-
demnation and was described by a senior
Jordanian official as a “turning point” in the king-
dom’s fight against IS. Jordan is part of a US-led
coalition battling IS, which has seized swathes of
territory in its neighbors Syria and Iraq. A key US
ally, the tiny desert kingdom has trained tens of
thousands of Iraqi, Palestinian and Afghani
police officers and announced earlier this year
plans to train former Libyan rebels at the police
academy. The centre was set up initially after the
US-led invasion of Iraq to train Iraqis for their
country’s post-war police force. — AFP 
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AMMAN: Jordanian and US special forces take part in a hijacked plane rescue simulation at the King Abdullah Special Operations Training
Centre (KASOTC) in the Jordanian capital Amman, during their “Eager Lion” military exercise. A Jordanian policeman shot dead two US instruc-
tors and a South African before being gunned down at a police training centre east of the capital yesterday. — AFP 

MOSCOW: One of Russia’s most radical political
performance artists was detained in Moscow
yesterday after briefly setting fire to the entrance
of the headquarters of the FSB security service,
the successor to the Soviet KGB. Video footage
showed Pyotr Pavlensky standing on Moscow’s
storied Lubyanka Square in front of the building
where political prisoners were interrogated in
the Soviet era as flames licked around its
entrance, scorching parts of two heavy wooden
doors. Pavlensky, 31, was shown holding a petrol
can and staring out onto the darkened square
before a policeman grabbed him. His lawyer lat-
er told the Interfax news agency that Pavlensky
was being held in a Moscow police station and
might be charged with arson.

Unnamed law enforcement sources con-
firmed Pavlensky’s detention, saying he could be
charged with petty hooliganism, an offence that
usually carries a fine and a jail term of up to 15
days. Two journalists filming his actions said they
were briefly detained before being released. In a
script accompanying the video of the incident,
which was released from one of his own social
media accounts despite his detention, Pavlensky
said his action was called “Threat” and meant to
draw attention to what he called the terror tac-
tics employed by the security agency.

“Fear turns free people into a sticky mass of
uncoordinated bodies,” he said. “The threat of

inevitable reprisal hangs over everyone who can
be tracked with devices, have their conversa-
tions listened to, and who faces borders with
passport control,” he wrote. Pavlensky has

attracted attention before, carrying out extreme
acts which he says are designed to poke holes in
the Kremlin’s propaganda machine and draw
attention to society’s problems. —Reuters

PARIS: The United Nations’ cultural agency
UNESCO narrowly voted against granting
Kosovo full membership yesterday in a
decision that Serbia hailed as a diplomatic
victory. The vote had been fiercely opposed
by Russia and Serbia, which attempted to
get it postponed earlier in the day. Russia’s
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov had warned
on Friday against using UNESCO to legit-
imize what he called Kosovo’s self-pro-
claimed state.

Kosovo declared independence from
Serbia in 2008 almost a decade after NATO
went to war to halt the killing and expul-
sion of ethnic Albanian civilians by Serbian
forces trying to crush an insurgency. Serbia
does not recognize Kosovo as sovereign
but signed up to an accord in 2013
designed to settle relations between the
two as a condition of Belgrade’s further
progress towards membership of the EU.
The new country is so far recognized by
111 states, but not by Serbia or UN Security
Council members Russia and China.

To win UNESCO membership, Kosovo
needed a two-thirds majority. Of the 142
countries that voted, 92 backed the
motion, 50 voted against and 29 abstained,
meaning the bid fell short by three votes.
“The vast majority of the countries in the
world have voted for Kosovo,” Foreign

Minister Hashim Thaci wrote on his
Facebook page. “Unfortunately, for only
three votes we did not win the needed
absolute majority.” Kosovo is a member of
the World Bank, International Monetary
Fund and the Olympic Committee, but has
been struggling to join other international
organizations due to Serbia’s objections.
“Kosovo’s road is unstoppable and we will
apply and join other organizations, includ-
ing UNESCO once again,” Thaci said.

With a wealth of centuries-old Orthodox
churches and monasteries, Kosovo has
long held almost mythical status for Serbs
which considers it the cradle of its faith.
Serbian President Tomislav Nikolic
described Kosovo’s failure to secure
UNESCO membership as a diplomatic vic-
tory. “This is a just and moral victory in
almost impossible conditions,” Nikolic said
in a statement. 

The Serbian Orthodox Church wel-
comed the decision calling for a dialogue
on the preservation of Serbian cultural and
religious heritage in Kosovo. “The issue of
religious and cultural heritage cannot and
should not be solved through politics espe-
cially in a situation where so many Christian
places of worship and graveyards have
been destroyed after the (1998-1999) war,”
it said in a statement. — Reuters 
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MOSCOW: Russian artist Pyotr Pavlensky poses after setting fire to the doors of the headquar-
ters of the FSB security service, the successor to the KGB, in central Moscow yesterday. — AFP 
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WASHINGTON: Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu assured US President
Barack Obama yesterday that he remained
committed to a two-state solution to the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict as they sought to
mend ties strained by acrimony over Middle
East diplomacy and Iran. Meeting Obama for
the first time since the signing of the Iran
nuclear deal, Netanyahu said he backed a
vision of “two states for two peoples” but
maintained that any Palestinian state must be
demilitarized and recognize Israel as the
homeland of the Jewish people, a condition
Palestinians have rejected.

Patching up relations could help smooth
the way for a new 10-year US military aid
package, which Obama told Netanyahu he
wanted to get a “head start” on negotiating.
Israel, Washington’s chief Middle East ally, is
seeking a record $5 billion a year, according to
US congressional sources. Obama and
Netanyahu, who have a history of testy White
House encounters, showed no outward sign
of tension, looking cordial and businesslike as
they held their first face-to-face talks in 13
months. 

The meeting was clouded by an ongoing
wave of Palestinian stabbing and shooting
attacks that have Israelis on edge at a time
when Obama has concluded that a peace deal
is beyond reach during the final 14 months of
his presidency. Obama condemned the latest
wave of Palestinian violence and backed
Israel’s right to defend itself but said he want-
ed to hear Netanyahu’s ideas for lowering ten-
sions and “how we can make sure that legiti-
mate Palestinian aspirations are met.”

Two-state solution
Netanyahu’s recommitment to the two-

state solution, the bedrock of US diplomacy

on the conflict for decades, could satisfy the
Obama administration’s desire that he clarify
his position after he appeared to backtrack on
his pledge during a hard-fought re-election
campaign earlier this year. “I want to make it
clear that we have not given up our hope for
peace,” Netanyahu told reporters allowed in at
the start of talks with Obama. US-sponsored
peace talks between Israel and the
Palestinians collapsed in 2014. The eruption of
violence between the two sides last month
has made an end to that bloodshed a more
immediate priority.

The meeting, the first between the two
leaders in 13 months, was widely seen as an
effort to move beyond tensions over US-led
nuclear diplomacy with Iran, Israel’s arch-foe,
and differences over how to resolve the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. Though Obama and
Netanyahu sought to play down their dis-
agreements, no one expected that the two
leaders would have much success in overcom-
ing their poor personal chemistry. Their worst
public moment was a 2011 Oval Office
encounter when Netanyahu lectured Obama
on the suffering of the Jewish people through
the ages.

This time, neither leader wanted a diplo-
matic blow-up.  Netanyahu leaned forward lis-
tening intently as Obama spoke, sometimes
nodding. Obama, his legs crossed, sometime
cradled his chin in one hand. The two
exchanged smiles at times and shook hands
twice for the cameras. Some of Obama’s aides
believe, however, that beyond working to firm
up security cooperation, Netanyahu is content
to wait out the final stretch of Obama’s presi-
dency, hoping for a better reception for his
hardline approach from the next occupant of
the White House. US voters will elect a new
president in November 2016. —Reuters

WASHINGTON: President Barack Obama speaks to members of the media as he
meets with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in the Oval Office of the White
House yesterday. —  AP 
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