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CESME: Migrants and refugees walk towards a dinghy to travel to the Greek island of Chios from Cesme in the Turkish province of Izmir yester-
day. Nearly 500 people have died trying to cross the Aegean Sea from neighboring Turkey this year, many of them in the narrow but treacher-
ous stretch separating Lesbos from Turkey. — AFP 

BRUSSELS: European Union interior ministers
faced renewed pressure to deliver on their
promises for tackling the migration crisis yester-
day as they met to prepare the ground for a cru-
cial summit with African leaders. Dimitris
Avramopolous, the EU migration commissioner,
urged them to act quickly on pledges to tighten
external borders, relocate refugees from over-
stretched Italy and Greece, and set up reception
centers along the main Balkans route from
Greece.

Yesterday’s extraordinary meeting came
ahead of a special EU-Africa summit in Malta on
Wednesday, focused on how to reduce the flow
via Libya, the second-busiest migrant route after
Turkey and the Balkans. “It is now time for them
(the member states) to accelerate the work to
make these promises a reality on the ground,”
the commissioner, a Greek national, said in a
statement. The European Commission, the exec-
utive arm of the 28-nation EU, proposed a multi-
pronged plan in May to tackle the worst migrant
crisis in Europe since the Second World War after
nearly 800 migrants drowned in the
Mediterranean on their way to Italy via Libya.

The problem worsened over the summer
when hundreds of thousands more people flee-
ing wars in Syria, Iraq and Afghanistan arrived in
Greece and the Balkans via Turkey. More than

3,000 people have drowned among the nearly
800,000 who have reached Europe this year.
However, EU states have bickered for months
over a joint solution, particularly over plans to
relocate a total of 160,000 asylum seekers from
frontline countries to other parts of the bloc. 

“We need to see more relocations from
Greece and Italy as a matter of urgency,” said
Avramopoulos. The EU finally approved the relo-
cation schemes last month in the face of fierce
opposition from Hungary and other eastern
member states who are grappling with an anti-
immigrant backlash. But since then only around
120 asylum seekers have been relocated from
Italy and Greece to countries like Sweden and
Luxembourg.

‘Time for delivery’
States like Hungary are putting pressure on

Greece to reinforce its sea borders, the first EU
port of call on the dangerous Aegean Sea cross-
ing from Turkey. Avramopolous said member
states also need to contribute the staff and
equipment needed to set up the agreed recep-
tion centers in Greece and Italy where people
seeking refugee status will be separated from
economic migrants who will be sent back home.
There are also plans to set up reception centers
in the Balkan countries where migrants can reg-

ister and obtain shelter. “We need to increase
reception capacities,” Avramopoulos added.

He also called for speeding up the return of
economic migrants to their home countries.
“Now is the time for delivery on all fronts,” he
said. The gathering of more than 50 leaders from
both the EU and Africa in Malta on Wednesday
and Thursday will see an overwhelmed Europe
call on Africa to take back more people classed as
economic migrants and not refugees fleeing con-
flict and persecution. In return, Europe will offer
up to 3.6 billion euros ($3.8 billion) in develop-
ment funds in a fresh thrust by the wealthy EU to
tackle the wars and poverty in Africa that are
among the root causes of the migration flow.

In Vienna meanwhile, ministers and senior
officials from 11 European countries including
Germany and Sweden met yesterday to discuss
how to better integrate the record numbers of
migrants. Sebastian Kurz, integration and foreign
minister of hosts Austria, said the integration of
migrants into mainstream society was essential
to maintain “social harmony” in European coun-
tries where people are “unsettled” by the influx.
In Cyprus, British officials said yesterday that 114
migrants from the Middle East staying at a mili-
tary base on the east Mediterranean island will
be deported if they do not claim asylum with the
Cypriot authorities. — AFP 
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LISBON: Portugal’s new centre-right govern-
ment headed by Prime Minister Pedro Passos
Coelho yesterday began presenting its program
to a parliament dominated by a leftwing bloc
bent on bringing it down. Passos Coelho’s coali-
tion won the most seats in the October 4 elec-
tions, but lost the absolute majority it had
enjoyed since 2011.

Now his fledgling government’s existence is
hanging by a thread, with the main opposition
Socialist Party-which has formed an unprece-
dented alliance with the radical Left Bloc and the
Communists-poised to replace it. 

The parliamentary session began around
1500 GMT yesterday and was set to continue
into today. 

Together, the Socialists, the Communists and
the Left Bloc-which is close to Greece’s ruling
Syriza-hold 122 seats out of 230 in the parlia-
ment, giving them the majority needed to pass a
motion against the government’s program. Such
a motion will be tabled today by Socialist leader
Antonio Costa, the former mayor of Lisbon. 

If the leftists succeed, the vote would force
the government to resign after just 11 days in
power-which would make Passos Coelho’s
administration the most shortlived in Portugal’s
history. The prospect of a leftwing coalition
including the Left Bloc and the Communists tak-
ing power in Portugal, which is recovering only
slowly after emerging from a 78 billion euro ($88
billion) international bailout last year, has raised
concern in Europe. 

Anxious to reassure creditors, Costa has
repeatedly said that any Socialist-led govern-
ment would respect Portugal’s international
commitments. 

“All the conditions have been met to ensure a
stable, responsible, consistent and lasting gov-

ernment,” Costa said late Sunday.  The alliance
between the Socialists, the Communists and the
Left Bloc is the first of its kind since the birth of a
democratic Portugal in 1974, and had seemed
unimaginable just weeks ago due to the differ-
ences between the various leftist groups. — AFP

Portugal govt presents plans 

to MPs ahead of crunch vote

LISBON: Portuguese Prime Minister Pedro Passos Coelho (C) sits flanked by Portuguese vice
prime minister Paulo Portas (L) and Portuguese finance minister Maria Luis Albuquerque (R)
during a debate at the Portuguese Parliament in Lisbon yesterday. — AFP

WALBRZYCH: Heavy rain yesterday put a damper
on moves by experts to begin inspecting the
alleged site in Poland of a fabled Nazi train that
could contain looted treasure. “We need three
days without rain with temperatures above 0
degrees Celsius (32 degrees Fahrenheit)” to begin
exploration, said Arkadiusz Grudzien, press officer
for the southwestern city of Walbrzych which has
authority over the site. “At this point, we have to
check whether the train is really there. It’s much
too early to speak about excavating it,” he added. 

Treasure hunters Piotr Koper of Poland and
Andreas Richter, a German, announced in August
they had discovered a 98-metre-long train car-
riage buried eight to nine metres underground in
a railway tunnel. 

The two stuck by their words Monday, saying
they were “convinced” the train exists. “We have

what it takes to excavate it-we have specialists
who are working with us,” Koper told reporters
gathered at the site, adding that up to now he
had shared all exploration costs with Richter.
Rumors of two Nazi trains that disappeared at the
end of World War II have been circulating for
years, capturing the imagination of treasure-
hunters. 

The lore is fuelled by a massive network of
secret underground tunnels near Walbrzych-
including around the massive Ksiaz Castle-that
Nazi Germany built and where legend has it the
Third Reich stashed looted valuables. Weather
permitting, by next week another group of inde-
pendent experts will join the operation at the
site. “We aren’t competing,” said Koper. 

“I believe their results will be similar to ours.”
Koper and Richter believe the alleged contents of

the train are mostly weapons prototypes, though
according to local legend they could also include
artwork and Nazi documents. 

Walbrzych spokesman Grudzien insisted all
the exploration would have to be “non-invasive”,
meaning no digging or drilling. “Experts can use
various instruments and detectors, but they’re
not allowed to remove any soil,” according to
Grudzien. 

An army unit including a bomb squad com-
pleted tests at the site last month and declared it
free of hazardous material.  Deputy Culture
Minister Piotr Zuchowski said in August he was
“more than 99 percent sure” the train exists after
seeing ground-penetrating radar images. Officials
have since cast doubt on this, saying there was no
credible evidence of it, but have not given up
their bid to verify the claim. — AFP 

Rain puts damper on hunt for ‘Nazi treasure train’

ZAGREB: Croatia’s conservative opposition
won the country’s first election since it
joined the European Union in 2013, partial
results from Sunday’s election showed, but
its narrow victory meant lengthy coalition
talks were likely to follow in the next days
or weeks. The new government will have to
nurture a tentative economic recovery after
six years of recession and deal with thou-
sands of migrants from the Middle East
streaming through the tiny Adriatic state
on their way to western and northern
Europe.

Preliminary results after counting half of
the votes showed Croatia is heading
toward a hung parliament, with the
Croatian Democratic Union (HDZ) winning
61 seats in the 151-seat parliament and the
ruling centre-left Social Democratic Party
and its allies winning 53 seats. 

“This victory puts us into position to
take responsibility for leading the country.
Ahead of us is a struggle to secure a better
life in Croatia,” the HDZ leader Tomislav
Karamarko said. The conservative alliance
HDZ favours a tougher stance than its
main rival on the migrant issue, seeking
stricter border controls to manage the flow
of people crossing the small Adriatic state
of 4.4 million.

Some 338,000 migrants have passed
through Croatia since mid-September,
crossing the border from Serbia at a daily
rate of 5,000 or sometimes 10,000. Few
linger in Croatia, one of the poorest EU
states where unemployment is at 16 per-
cent, well above the bloc’s 9 percent aver-
age. Driven largely by economic concerns,
the election follows a landmark victory by
opposition conservatives in Poland last
month. The Polish Law and Justice party
pledges to oppose mandatory quotas for

relocation of migrants within the EU and
echoes the HDZ’s nationalist undertones.

National identity
The HDZ, which steered Croatia to inde-

pendence from Serb-dominated Yugoslavia in
1991, has accused the outgoing centre-left
government of Prime Minister Zoran
Milanovic of being soft and ineffectual in han-
dling the migrant issue. “I feel sorry for those
people (migrants), but the migrant issue will
not determine my vote,” Marija, 71, said. “I will
vote for economic prosperity, a better life for
the young and for the old.” The results showed
the Most party, Croat for “bridge”, emerging as
the third strongest group in parliament with
19 seats. Founded three years ago, the party
says it will press for reforms of a bloated pub-
lic sector and for a better business climate. 

Bozo Petrov, Most leader, said his party
would support a future government only if it
went ahead with reforms of the judiciary and
public administration, and would seek to
improve the business environment. “For each
of those reforms we would set deadlines and
if deadlines were not met, we would demand
a parliamentary no-confidence vote. We know
that, as things stand now, we control the
majority in the parliament,” he told national
broadcaster HRT.

“A new election is much cheaper than an
incapable government,” he said. Milanovic says
his party deserves another four-year mandate
because the economy, heavily reliant on
tourism, has started to grow after six years of
recession that wiped out about 13 percent of
national output. After results were announced
Milanovic called the parties advocating
reforms, especially the Most party, to join him
and form a future coalition government. “We
want to go on, we cannot carry on alone and
we need partners,” he said. — Reuters

Croatia’s conservatives win 
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KANO: Soldiers patrolled the streets and resi-
dents surveyed damage to their homes and
businesses in eastern Nigeria yesterday, after
deadly violence linked to the appointment of
the country’s first female governor. At least
seven people were killed and 15 injured on
Sunday in clashes between supporters of the
ousted governor of Taraba state, Darius
Ishaku, and Aisha Alhassan in the town of
Wukari, according to police. Alhassan, who is
a minister-designate in President
Muhammadu Buhari’s government, appealed
against Ishaku’s victory in governorship polls
in April and on Saturday an election tribunal
annulled his win.

Ishaku, from the Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP), indicated he would appeal the ruling,
which dismissed his candidacy on the
grounds the PDP had not followed correct
procedure to nominate him. The tribunal
declared Alhassan, a lawyer known to her
supporters as “Mama Taraba”, the winner.
Nigeria has never had a female governor in its
55-year independent history. It would be
another first for Nigerian elections this year,
as Buhari became the first opposition leader
to unseat an incumbent in the presidential
vote in March.

Shehu Mohammed, a Muslim community
leader in Wukari, some 220 kilometers from
the state capital Jalingo, said 21 houses and
businesses had been torched in the vio-
lence. “So far, it is calm in the town. Soldiers
are on the streets on patrol,” he said by tele-
phone. “Occasionally they stop by crowds of
people discussing the incident and advise
them to remain calm and go about their
daily business.  “All the homes affected in
the violence were completely burnt.
Nothing can be salvaged from these homes
but owners are still going in there to exam-
ine the extent of the damage.”

Mohammed said those made homeless by
the violence were staying in local mosques
and security chiefs from the state were in
town to talk to community leaders to prevent
a fresh outbreak of violence. Muslim support-
ers of Alhassan clashed with Christian backers
of Ishaku in religiously divided Wukari, which
has previously been a flashpoint of communal
violence. Daniel Musa, a local resident, added:
“Fighting stopped yesterday. People are only
now counting their losses. Home have been
burnt, businesses have been destroyed. “But
now soldiers are on the streets, there’s no sign
of trouble this morning.” — AFP 

IDOMENI: Migrants and refugees cross the border of Greece and Macedonia near the
village of Idomeni, northern Greece yesterday. The European Commission on
November 5 estimated that some three million migrants fleeing war and poverty will
be entering the EU by 2017 in a development likely to have a marginal positive
impact on the economy. — AFP 
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STOCKHOLM: A growing number of
Swedes want their country to take in
fewer migrants, a poll showed yesterday,
as Sweden struggles to manage an
unprecedented influx of asylum seekers.
The poll by Sifo, published in the
Svenska Dagbladet newspaper, found 41
percent said Sweden should grant fewer
residency permits to refugees-compared
to just 29 percent in September. Of the
1,000 people questioned on November
2-5, a quarter wanted the number to
remain at current levels, while 17 per-
cent wanted an increase and 16 percent
were undecided.

Sweden has taken more refugees per
capita than any other country in Europe
as the continent struggles with its worst
migration crisis since World War II ,
expecting up to 190,000 asylum seekers
this year. “When we polled opinion in
September, the developments and the
debate were completely different. Today
the prime minister (Stefan Lofven) is ask-

ing to redistribute (in the European
Union) the refugees who have come
here,” said Toivo Sjoren, head of polling
at Sifo. An Ipsos poll published on
Saturday in Sweden’s Dagens Nyheter
newspaper similarly indicated a shift in
attitudes, suggesting 26 percent think
the Scandanavian country should wel-
come more migrants, down from 44 per-
cent in September. 

Men and right-wing voters tended to
take more negative views of migrants,
with 96 percent of the far-right Sweden
Democrats’ supporters saying fewer
should be granted residency. Rising
opposition to the newcomers can also
be seen on social media. According to a
study conducted by Svenska Dagbladet,
35 percent of the most shared posts on
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram con-
taining the Swedish word for “refugees”
expressed a negative opinion about the
issue in October, compared to 21 per-
cent in September. — AFP 
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