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A Palestinian youth makes a jump near the beach in Gaza City yesterday. — AFP

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: MP Khalil Abul yesterday questioned Minister
of Social Affairs and Labor Hind Al-Sabeeh about the
population of foreigners in Kuwait and their expected
growth in the next 10 years. In a series of questions, the
lawmaker asked for the number of expatriates based on
the latest population census, distributed on various
nationalities, type of sex and the educational degrees
they hold. He also asked about the number of Kuwaiti
citizens distributed according to type of sex and age
group. He also asked for the same information about
stateless people living in Kuwait who are locally known
as Bedoons.

MP Abul asked if the ministry has any plan to deal
with the demographic problem in the country where
expatriates make up the overwhelming majority. If the
answer is yes, he asked for a copy of the said plan which
should be based on the country’s needs. He also asked
if the ministry has any study about the expected growth
in the number of expatriates and citizens over the next
five or ten years - and demanded a copy of the study if
available. The lawmaker said these statistics are impor-
tant to the development goals in the country. Based on
official information from the Public Authority for Civil
Information (PACI), the number of expats is 2.9 million
and Kuwaitis is 1.3 million.

In another development, the Prime Minister is
expected to carry out a limited Cabinet reshuffle in the
coming few days - mainly to resolve the standoff in the
oil sector between Oil Minister Ali Al-Omair and top

executives at Kuwait Petroleum Corp (KPC) and its sub-
sidiaries. The latest round of the ongoing controversy
between Omair and the executive was triggered last
week when the minister issued a decision swapping
between the chief executive officers of Kuwait Oil Co
(KOC) Hashem Hashem and Kuwait Foreign Petroleum
Exploration Co (KUFPEC) Sheikh Fawaz Saud Al-Sabah.

The CEO of KPC Nezar Al-Adasani and the two offi-
cials rejected to implement the decision saying that
Omair had no powers under the law to take the deci-
sion without consulting KPC board of directors and the
concerned companies. Omair is also under the threat of
two grillings by MPs Khalil Al-Saleh and Ahmad Al-
Qhudhaibi. According to the proposed solution to the
crisis, Omair will likely be moved to another ministry
and will be replaced either by State Minister for Cabinet
Affairs Sheikh Mohammad Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah or
Minister of Finance Anas Al-Saleh, with the first more
likely.

If Omair rejects the new posting, he will quit and
return to the National Assembly as a lawmaker because
he is an elected MP. The other part of the solution is dis-
solving the boards of KPC and other companies and
appointing new officials. MP Khalil Al-Saleh who has
vowed to grill Omair, has called on him to quit, saying
that the questioning was gaining more support from
other lawmakers. Omair’s confrontation with the top oil
executives has stirred a controversy on social media
with those supporting the minister claiming he is the
victim of highly influential people with huge interests in
the oil sector.
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CHITRAL: For Akram Hussain, unprecedented monsoon
floods that drenched his Hindu Kush mountain valley this
year were a danger to more than just homes and crops.
His 4,000-strong Kalasha people, who live in three remote
valleys in north-west Pakistan, preserve an ancient way of
life, including animist beliefs at odds with Pakistan’s dom-
inant Islamic state religion. That has led to threats by the
Taleban, who call them kafirs, or non-believers. Outsiders,
looking for arable land, also have increasingly moved into
their high mountain valleys. Now, worsening extreme
weather linked to climate change is making efforts to
preserve the old ways even harder, the Kalasha say. “Our
culture and language were already under threat and now
these floods have devastated half our valley,” Hussain
said.

Torrential rainfall in July in the district - an area that
usually falls outside Pakistan’s monsoon belt - sent flood-
water pouring down steep mountainsides, damaging
infrastructure in the valleys of Bumburet and Rumbur.
Birir, the third valley inhabited by the Kalasha, was
spared. The floods damaged tourist hotels, shops and
houses near the nullah (mountain stream) on the valley
floor and swept away crops of ripe maize and orchards
full of fruit trees. “This winter is going to be very difficult
for us,” Hussain said. Around the world, extreme weather
and rising seas linked to climate change are presenting a
growing threat not just to lives and homes but to cul-
tures, from nomads in the drought-hit Sahel to Pacific
Islanders who fear the loss of their entire nations.

Descendants of Alexander the great?
For Pakistan’s Kalasha, struggling to preserve their cul-

ture is nothing new. They are the last survivors of the
people of Kafiristan, who were mostly converted to Islam
in the nineteenth century. Their neighbors across the
mountains, in the Afghan province of Nuristan, are the
Taleban, who hold sway in parts of that country. Among

the Kalasha, prayers are offered during festivities that
commemorate the changing seasons. Their elaborate
rites demand the sacrifice of dozens of goats, which is
becoming increasingly expensive, particularly as crops
are destroyed by extreme weather. “When the livestock
comes down for the winter what are we going to feed
them? If our livestock goes, our culture goes,” Hussain
said. In Bumburet Valley, the Kalasha Cultural Centre, built
by the Greek government in 2004, houses an impressive
museum of Kalash artifacts, including colorful embroi-
dered clothes, musical instruments, jewelry and wooden
sculptures.

Greek interest in the Kalasha stems from the belief
that they are descendants of the army of Alexander the
Great which marched through these mountains centuries
ago. The centre was spared by the floods, thanks to a
strong stone wall built around its perimeters. For the
most part, the effects of climate change simply com-
pound other problems the Kalasha have faced recently as
migrants move into their valleys. “Some of these migrants
are brainwashing the Kalash people.  There have been
several conversions to Islam this year alone,” Hussain said.
The winter ahead - when the valleys are cut off from the
rest of the country by snow - will be long and hard this
year, the Kalasha warn.

In the village of Krakal, Shahida, a young Kalash
woman explains: “We live on goat’s milk, cheese and
beans during the winter months. Now with our crops
washed away by the floods and no fodder for our live-
stock we are very worried.” The sturdy traditional con-
struction of the Kalash homes helped them to survive the
7.5-magnitude earthquake that struck the Hindu Kush on
26 October, although some have cracks that must be
repaired before winter. Most Kalash homes were also
spared by the summer floods as they are built higher up
on the mountainsides. But some tourist hotels and other
buildings were washed away. — Reuters
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