
BOGOTA: Colombian Football Federation president Luis Bedoya resigned yester-
day, the organization said, after press reports claimed he was on his way out
because of the massive corruption scandal shaking FIFA. “For personal reasons,
Luis Bedoya Giraldo has resigned as president of the Colombian Football
Federation and member of the executive committee, irrevocably and effective
today,” the FCF said in a statement. Bedoya, 56, had led the FCF since 2006 and
had recently won a new term. He denied last June that FCF officials had ever tak-
en bribes, after US authorities indicted 14 FIFA officials and sports marketing
executives for paying and accepting millions of dollars in bribes for the broadcast
rights to the Copa America, the South American championship.
“There are no secret accounts, no inflated accounts or accounts
that the Federation doesn’t manage right here in Colombia,” he
told a press conference. Bedoya presided over a revival for the
Colombian national team that included the hiring of Argentine
coach Jose Pekerman and an impressive return to the World Cup
after a 16-year absence. The news came as Colombia
trained in Chile ahead of a November 12 match against
the continental champions, their third qualifier for
the 2018 World Cup.—AFP
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LAHORE: Pakistan’s Test captain Misbah-ul-Haq said yesterday he
had signed a contract with a Bangladesh Twenty20 side, deferring
retirement plans after his side’s 2-0 win against England last week.
The 41-year-old had hinted that last week’s Test series could be his
swansong, but later said he might be persuaded to return for next
year’s four-match series hosted by England. The series will be
Pakistan’s next Test assignment and, having retired from one day
cricket this year and Twenty20 internationals in 2012, Misbah is set
to face eight months out of national colours. In order to keep his eye
in, he said he wants to play domestic cricket and has signed a con-
tract with the Rangpur Riders in the Bangladesh Premier League. “I
will be playing in the Bangladesh league and hope that this oppor-
tunity helps me carry on,” said Misbah. “I need to play to motivate
myself for the England tour.” Pakistan Cricket Board chairman
Shaharyar Khan had asked Misbah to delay his Test retirement until
at least the next tour in order to give Pakistan a longer transition
period. “I have to look for ways and means to motivate myself as its
tough when you play only one format of the game,” Misbah said
after the team’s win in last week’s Test in Sharjah. —AFP

Misbah signs with 
Bangladesh team

LONDON: Cristiano Ronaldo has revealed that a promise by former Manchester United
manager Alex Ferguson that he would play in 50 percent of the club’s games prompted
him to move to Old Trafford in 2003.  In a new documentary about his career, Ronaldo’s
agent Jorge Mendes says that Ferguson’s offer was key in encouraging the winger, then

an 18-year-old rising star at Sporting Lisbon, to reject rival offers from
clubs including Barcelona and Inter Milan.  Speaking at a press confer-
ence in London on Monday to mark the launch of the film, Ronaldo
said: “When Sir Alex Ferguson says, ‘Cristiano, I want you to come to
Manchester United, you’re going to play 50 percent of the games,’ it
made me feel comfortable and I said, ‘Wow.’ “Because 18 years old, to

play 50 percent of the games, for me it’s unbelievable.  “I took that
decision because Jorge helped me to take that decision and of

course the last word of Sir Alex Ferguson was the key to sign
for Manchester United.”  The Real Madrid superstar added:
“As I say many times, with Manchester United I have a great
passion. “I say that every time. What Jorge did to me, with
18 years old, to put me in one of the best clubs in the

world, with the words of Sir Alex Ferguson, I never dreamt (it
was possible).”  — AFP

Ronaldo film reveals 
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GENEVA: Athletics is braced to be rocked yes-
terday by a damning report into allegations of
widespread doping and blackmail in a sport
long-viewed as the flagship of the Olympic
Games.

Just 270 days out from the start of the 2016
Rio Olympics, an independent commission set
up by the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA)
will release its findings into a scandal already
viewed as more damaging than the corruption
crisis engulfing world football governing body
FIFA.

“This is going to be a real game-changer for
sport,” said the report’s co-author Richard
McLaren.

“You potentially have a bunch of old men
who put a whole lot of extra money in their
pockets through extortion and bribes.”

The commission, chaired by former WADA
president and Canadian lawyer Dick Pound, will
report on allegations of doping which were first
aired in a German T V documentary in
December 2014.

That programme claimed Russian track and
field was plagued by doping.

The Sunday Times and the ARD channel also
obtained a database belonging to the
International Association of Athletics
Federations (IAAF) which contained more than
12,000 blood tests taken from around 5,000 ath-
letes between 2001 to 2012. 

Allegations snowballed last week when the
Mediapart news website claimed that Russian
athletics chiefs and the sons of the former world
body president Lamine Diack blackmailed ath-
letes suspected of doping to let them keep
competing.

Mediapart said it has seen the report which
will be made public yesterday. French police last
Tuesday charged 82-year-old Diack with corrup-
tion over suspicions he took bribes worth over
$1 million. 

Mediapart also said six Russian athletes,
including top marathon runner Lilya
Shobukhova, were the targets of blackmail
attempts by Russian athletics federation offi-
cials.

I t quoted the WADA report as saying
Shobukhova, who had her ban reduced after
giving evidence to IAAF investigators, handed
over $569,000 between 2012 and 2014 to a
Russian coach, Alexey Melnikov, who acted as
an intermediary.

The report added that Diack’s two sons, Pape
Massata Diack and Khalil Diack, were alleged to
have asked for $500,000 from Turkey’s 1500m
women’s Olympic champion Asli Cakir Alptekin
in November 2012, but she refused.

Alptekin was suspended in April 2013 for
abnormal blood samples and is now serving an
eight-year ban and has been stripped of her
London Olympics and European titles. Papa
Massata Diack will face charges for various
alleged breaches of the IAAF Code of Ethics.

He will be joined by three others at a private
hearing before a Panel of the Ethics
Commission in London on December 16-18.
They are Valentin Balakhnichev, former presi-
dent of the All-Russia Athletic Federation
(ARAF), Melnikov, former chief coach of Russia’s
long distance walkers and runners, and Gabriel
Dolle, former director of the IAAF’s Anti-Doping
Department.

Balakhnichev had stood down as IAAF treas-
urer at the same time as Papa Massata Diack’s
resignation, while Dolle was also charged with
corruption by French police.

Current IAAF president Sebastian Coe on
Sunday expressed his “shock, anger and sad-
ness” at the allegations of high-level bribery.

“I’m shocked, angry and largely saddened,”
Coe told AFP. “The allegations that we woke up
to around the potential for extortion and black-
mail came out of the blue and the vast majority
in the sport probably share exactly the same
emotions I’ve just expressed. It’s shock, anger
and sadness.”

Coe, a two-time Olympic 1500 metres gold
medallist for Britain, insisted that the IAAF’s
anti-doping strategy was not completely
flawed.

“Our sport was the pioneering partner in the
blood passport,” he said. “It was introduced in
2009 and the very first sanction was in place in
2011.

“Since then, through the use of the blood
passport there have been 85 sanctions in the
whole of sport and 69 of them have come from
athletics. That’s more than any other sport and
more than every other sport put together and
interestingly more than through any national
anti-doping agency. So no, we’re not compla-
cent.” — AFP

Doping, corruption
report set to rock

track and field

China top medals table on day six
13th Asian Shooting Championship

By  Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: China reclaimed its first place on top of the
medals list of the 13th Asian Shooting Championship at
the end of the sixth day championship which witnessed
fierce battles with India and South Korea in the rifle and
pistol events, while Lebanon’s Ray Basil was outstanding
and claimed the women’s skeet silver medal.

Kuwait and Arab Shooting Federations Obaid Al-Qsaimi
said the 13th Asian Championship is approaching its end,

with an unprecedented success be it organizational or in
competition, adding everything came out ideal since the
start, and hope things end as they started.

Al-Osaimi considered the praise received by the
Organizing Committee is a clear indication on the success
in getting the championship to the sought level, especially
that all committees members exerted all efforts to remove
all obstacles in front of shooters, their coaches and officials,
so that all concentrate on action.

Al-Osaimi said the ASC confirmed their unlimited back-

ing to Kuwait in its case with the International Olympic
Committee (IOC) or International Shooting Sport
Federation (ISSF), adding that the Asian Community’s unity
is obvious, and there will not be any deviation from this
path under any circumstances.

He said the shooting federation will continue its work to
restore the rights of the shooters who participated in the
championship and qualified for Brazil 2016 Olympics. He
said we will file court cases against the ISSF and IOC and
will continue with the support of the ASC.

25 M Standard Pistol Men
1. Dae Kyu Jang - Korea
2. Mahendra Sing - India
3. Oyun Tuguldur - Mongolia

25 M Standard Pistol Men Team
1. Korea
2. China
3. India

25 M Standard Pistol Men Junior
1. Achal Pratap Grewal - India
2. Jungwoo Park - Korea
3. Jack Yoon Lee - Korea

25 M Standard Pistol Men Junior Team
1. India
2. Korea
3. Mongolia

50 M Rifle 3 Position Women
1. Dong Qi Chen - China
2. Narantuya Chuluunbadrakh - Mongolia
3. Seo Young Yoo - Korea

50 M Rifle 3 Position Women Team
1. China
2. Korea
3. India

Trap Women
1. Yi Chun Lin - TPE
2. Ray Bassil - Lebanon
3. Yingzi Liu - China

Trap Women Team
1. China
2. Korea
3. Kazakhstan.

Results of the 13th Asian Championship
Competition for Sunday 8/11/2015


