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SHANGHAI: Rory McIlroy is facing a
fight to retain his Race to Dubai title
after a stunning finish at the WGC-HSBC
Champions in Shanghai left Englishman
Danny Willett breathing down his neck.

Willett’s 10-under-par 62 on Sunday,
the lowest round of the week in a
world-class field, saw him charge up the
leaderboard at Sheshan International
Golf Club to finish three strokes behind
winner Russell Knox of Scotland.

It cut 2014 Race to Dubai champion
McIlroy ’s lead in the battle to be
European number one to just 74,214

points, with Willett set to play one more
event than the Northern Irishman. The
English world number 26 can strike a
potentially decisive blow later this week
across Shanghai when he tees up in the
$7 million BMW Masters, which McIlroy
is sitting out.

There are more than a million points
up for grabs for the winner at Lake
Malaren when Willett tees up on
Thursday, a week before the season
finale in Dubai. McIlroy shot his best
round of the week, a six-under 66, on
Sunday, but needed a 35-foot birdie

putt at the last to take a share of 11th
place and keep his nose in front in the
standings.

Willett said his eyes are firmly fixed
on stealing the Race to Dubai crown
from the four-time major winner and
current world number three. “This could
be a very big result for me,” Willett told
AFP after his final round at Sheshan. 

“With Rory not playing next week, I
could gain a few more points on him
and give us a nice buzz going into the
final week into Dubai.” A finish any-
where in the top 25 in the 78-man BMW

Masters field this week will see the in-
form Willett overtake the absent
McIlroy. 

“I’ve been determined all year, ever
since we got to number one the first
week out (when Willett won the
Nedbank Championship),” said Willett.
“After the big win at the Nedbank, kept
winning and pressing hard and we were
able to post some really good numbers
around the world.”

Another victory this week for Willett
would mean McIlroy would almost cer-
tainly have to win the closing DP Tour

Championship in Dubai and hope
Willett finishes outside the top five.

“He’s got a great chance to do some-
thing next week at the BMW,” McIlroy
told AFP after his round Sunday. “He’s
playing next week and has a great
chance to creep up on me or overtake.

“I ’ve done well in Dubai before,”
added the Northern Irish world number
three, whose challenge in the WGC-
HSBC Champions was hampered by a
bout of food poisoning last week. “I’ll
just go there and try my best to win and
hope that will be enough.” —AFP

Willett loosens McIlroy’s grip on European number one

PITTSBURGH: Pittsburgh Steelers kicker Chris Boswell (9) kicks the game-winning field goal as Jordan Berry (4) holds in the second half of an
NFL football game against the Oakland Raiders, Sunday, in Pittsburgh. — AP

NEW YORK: Cam Newton threw three touch-
down passes and ran for another as the
Carolina Panthers remained unbeaten by
holding off the Green Bay Packers 37-29. The
Panthers (8-0) continued the best start in fran-
chise history after nearly squandering a 23-
point fourth-quarter lead. Green Bay (6-2) lost
consecutive games for the first time since
November 2013. Carolina linebacker Thomas
Davis intercepted Aaron Rodgers’ fourth-and-
goal pass from the 4-yard line to seal the out-
come.

Colts 27, Broncos 24
Andrew Luck and the Indianapolis Colts

spoiled the Denver Broncos’ perfect season
and quarterback Peyton Manning’s potential
record-setting day with a 27-24 victory. Adam
Vinatieri kicked a 55-yard field goal with 6:13
for Indianapolis (4-5). Cornerback Darius
Butler intercepted a Manning pass 13 seconds
later, and Denver (7-1) never got the ball back.

Luck, who replaced Manning in
Indianapolis following the 2011 season, com-
pleted 21 of 36 passes for 252 yards and two
touchdowns. Manning finished 21 of 36 for
281 yards and two touchdowns.  He needed
284 yards to pass Brett Favre’s NFL career
record and needed one victory for his 187th,
which would break Favre’s NFL record.

Patriots 27, Redskins 10
The undefeated New England Patriots

made it eight wins in a row, cruising to a 27-
10 victory over the mistaken-prone
Washington Redskins. Quarterback Tom Brady
threw two more touchdown passes and run-
ning back LeGarrette Blount ran for 129 yards
and a touchdown as the Patriots scored 14
quick points before the Redskins ran their sec-
ond play.

Brady was intercepted for only the second
time this season, but rebounded with touch-
down passes to wide receiver Julian Edelman
and running back Brandon Bolden. Blount ran
five yards for another score.

Vikings 21, Rams 18 (overtime)
Blair Walsh connected on a 40-yard field

goal with 9:20 left in overtime to lift the
Minnesota Vikings to a 21-18 win over the St
Louis Rams.

The win lifted the Vikings (6-2) into a first-
place tie atop the NFC North with the Packers.
Rams kicker Greg Zuerlein connected on a 53-
yard field goal to tie the score with 12 sec-
onds left in regulation. Rams rookie running
back Todd Gurley was limited to 89 yards and
a touchdown, snapping a streak of four con-
secutive games of at least 100 yards.

Titans 34, Saints 28 (overtime)
Quarterback Marcus Mariota returned

from a knee injury to throw four touchdown
passes, including a 5-yarder in overtime, to
spark the Tennessee Titans to a 34-28 victory
over the New Orleans Saints.  The win

snapped the Titans’ six-game losing streak.
Saints quarterback Drew Brees completed
28 of 39 passes for 389 yards and three TDs,
but they fell to 4-5.

Steelers 38, Raiders 35
Chris Boswell kicked an 18-yard field goal

with two seconds remaining to give
Pittsburgh a 38-35 victory over Oakland as the
Steelers overcame the loss of quarterback Ben
Roethlisberger. Roethlisberger threw for 335
yards and two touchdowns before leaving in
the fourth quarter with a foot injury. Antonio
Brown’s 57-yard catch and run pass from
backup quarterback Landry Jones got the
Steelers (5-4) to the Raiders’ 15 in the final
minute. Two plays later, Boswell kicked his
third field goal of the day.

49ers 17, Falcons 16
Quarterback Blaine Gabbert threw for 185

yards and two touchdowns, leading the San
Francisco 49ers to a 17-16 victory against the
Atlanta Falcons. Gabbert replaced Colin
Kaepernick in the starting lineup for the 49ers
(3-6) and completed 15 of 25 passes with two
interceptions. Quarterback Matt Ryan com-
pleted 30 of 45 passes for 303 yards and one
touchdown for the Falcons (6-3).

Giants 32, Buccaneers 18
Quarterback Eli Manning threw two touch-

down passes, and the New York Giants earned
a 32-18 victory over the Tampa Bay
Buccaneers. Wide receiver Rueben Randle and
running back Shane Vereen caught scoring
passes for the Giants (5-4). The Bucs fell to 3-5.

Bills 33, Dolphins 17
Wide receiver Sammy Watkins and running

back LeSean McCoy had their best games as
Buffalo Bills in a 33-17 victory over the Miami
Dolphins. Buffalo (4-4) ended a three-game
home losing streak. Watkins caught eight
passes for 163 yards and a 44-yard touch-
down. McCoy rushed for 112 yards and scored
on a 48-yard run before leaving with a shoul-
der injury. The Dolphins dropped to 3-5.

Jets 28, Jaguars 23
Running back Chris Ivory scored a pair of 1-

yard touchdowns and the New York Jets
snapped a two-game losing streak by beating
the Jacksonville Jaguars 28-23. Quarterback
Ryan Fitzpatrick was 21-of-34 for 272 yards
and two touchdowns for the Jets (5-3).
Quarterback Blake Bortles went 24-of-39 for
381 yards and two touchdowns for the
Jaguars (2-6).

Eagles 33, Cowboys 27 (overtime)
Philadelphia quarterback Sam Bradford

and wide receiver Jordan Matthews connect-
ed on a 41-yard touchdown on the first pos-
session of overtime, lifting the Eagles to a 33-
27 victory over the Dallas Cowboys. The
Eagles not only avenged a Week 2 loss to
Dallas but climbed back into the thick of the
NFC East race at 4-4.  Philadelphia trail the
division-leading New York Giants (5-4) by a
half-game. Bradford completed 25 of 36 pass-
es for 295 yards with the one touchdown and
no interceptions. Matthews had nine catches
for 133 yards. —Reuters

Panthers stay perfect, but 

need to hold off Packers

American Football Conference
AFC East

W L T OTL PF PA PCT
New England 8 0 0 0 276 1431.000
NY Jets 5 3 0 0 200 162 .625
Buffalo 4 4 0 0 209 190 .500
Miami 3 5 0 0 171 206 .375

AFC North
Cincinnati 8 0 0 0 229 1421.000
Pittsburgh 5 4 0 1 206 182 .556
Baltimore 2 6 0 1 190 214 .250
Cleveland 2 7 0 1 177 247 .222

AFC South
Indianapolis 4 5 0 1 200 227 .444
Houston 3 5 0 0 174 205 .375
Jacksonville 2 6 0 1 170 235 .250
Tennessee 2 6 0 0 159 187 .250

AFC West
Denver 7 1 0 0 192 139 .875
Oakland 4 4 0 0 213 211 .500
Kansas City 3 5 0 0 195 182 .375
San Diego 2 6 0 0 191 227 .250

National Football Conference
NFC East

NY Giants 5 4 0 0 247 226 .556
Philadelphia 4 4 0 0 193 164 .500
Washington 3 5 0 1 158 195 .375
Dallas 2 6 0 2 160 204 .250
NFC North
Green Bay 6 2 0 0 203 167 .750
Minnesota 6 2 0 0 168 140 .750
Chicago 2 5 0 1 140 202 .286
Detroit 1 7 0 0 149 245 .125

NFC South
Carolina 8 0 0 0 228 1651.000
Atlanta 6 3 0 1 229 190 .667
New Orleans 4 5 0 1 241 268 .444
Tampa Bay 3 5 0 0 181 231 .375

NFC West
Arizona 6 2 0 0 263 153 .750
St. Louis 4 4 0 1 153 146 .500
Seattle 4 4 0 2 167 140 .500
San Francisco 3 6 0 0 126 223 .333

NFL Results/standings
Miami 17, Buffalo 33; Green Bay 29, Carolina 37; St. Louis 18, Minnesota 21; Washington 10, New
England 27; Tennessee 34, New Orleans 28; Jacksonville 23, New York Jets 28; Oakland 35,
Pittsburgh 38; Atlanta 16, San Francisco 17; New York Giants 32, Tampa Bay 18; Denver 24,
Indianapolis 27; Philadelphia 33, Dallas 27.

Astana granted World 

Tour licence for 2016
PARIS:  Cycling’s world body confirmed
yesterday that the doping-tainted Astana
team will retain its World Tour licence for
the 2016 season. The Kazakh-funded outfit,
featuring 2014 Tour de France champion
Vincenzo Nibali, was one of 11 teams given
the green light to compete in the top divi-
sion next season after meeting the annual
registration criteria mandated by the
International Cycling Union (UCI).

“After reading the conclusions of (an
independent review panel), the Licence
Commission has found that the team com-
plied with the measures required of it,” read
a UCI statement.

Astana’s place in the peloton had been
under threat since five riders with either
the professional World Tour squad or the
team’s Continental Tour affiliate failed dop-
ing tests last year.

In February, the UCI had demanded
Astana be stripped of its World Tour
Licence which would have barred them
from the main international races, includ-
ing the Tour de France and Tours of Italy
and Spain.

But an independent commission agreed
to allow them to keep racing in a decision
delivered on April 23, subject to strict mon-

itoring over a four-month period from the
Institute of Sports Science of the University
of Lausanne (ISSUL).

Following the end of the probationary
period, ISSUL reported its final findings to
the UCI in September, observing that
Astana had made considerable efforts to
improve the team’s infrastructure but also
noting that there was still some way to go.

“The situation of the Astana team can
be considered as very significantly
improved compared with that revealed by
the audit report ordered by the (Licence)
Commission in December 2014, in terms of
the training plans for riders, the team staff,
race management and medical care,” the
commission said in reference to the ISSUL
report.

“It would seem possible that if  the
Astana team were to manage to breathe
life into the structures with which it seems
to have equipped itself, it could be in com-
pliance with the organisation specifications
for professional teams that will be a condi-
tion of their registration from 2017.”

Seven other teams will also go before
the Licence Commission in the coming
weeks as part of the standard application
process. —AFP

Rossi blasted over Marquez 

‘Lorenzo bodyguard’ jibe

VALENCIA: Valentino Rossi’s accusations
that he was robbed of a 10th world title
by a Spanish plot were dismissed as
“unacceptable” by the powerful head of
Honda racing. Jorge Lorenzo claimed his
third MotoGP world title amid acrimony
and accusations of collusion from van-
quished Yamaha teammate Rossi.

Rossi went into the season-closing
race in Valencia seven points clear of
Lorenzo, but the Italian legend was left
with a Herculean task starting from the
back of the grid as punishment for push-
ing Honda rider Marc Marquez off his
bike in Malaysia. Rossi surged dramati-
cally through the pack to finish fourth
but Lorenzo led from pole to flag,
despite intense pressure from his
Spanish compatriots,  Honda duo
Marquez and Dani Pedrosa.

“Incredible work by Honda eh?,” said
36-year-old Rossi. “I knew it would be
like that and so it was in the end.” He
accused Marquez of turning into
“Lorenzo’s bodyguard”.  “It has never
happened in sport and it  has been
embarrassing,” said the Italian.

“Lorenzo deserves the title, but he is
not a real champion because something
has happened in this sport that had nev-
er happened before and Lorenzo can’t
be happy.”

But Honda Racing Corporation (HRC)
vice-president Shuhei Nakamoto lashed
out at Rossi. “We understand that it’s
been a very difficult day for Valentino,
after leading the championship for 17
races and losing by just five points in the

final race must be very disappointing,”
said Nakamoto.

“However, on the other side we can-
not accept the strong accusations he has
directed against our rider and Honda.
“Today Valentino has alleged that Marc
never attempted to pass Jorge, who has
clearly had a very good pace all week-
end which he demonstrated by taking a
strong pole position in qualifying. 

“Marc was struggling to stay behind
him during the race and both him and
Dani have done a great job to not lose
too much distance to Jorge.”

Nakamoto added: “We cannot accept
that these accusations continue to sur-
face time after time, as this is the per-
ception of one person-which we
respect-but it is not the reality.”

Whilst denying that “any pact” existed
with Marquez, Lorenzo intimated that
his compatriots had helped him win the
title by not passing him. “They knew
what I had in play,” Lorenzo said. “The
fact they are Spaniards like me helped
me.

“That helped me because for sure in
another kind of race they would have
tried to overtake which they didn’t this
time.” He added: “If Valentino had been
in my position and with Italians behind
they would have done exactly the same.”
When asked about Rossi fans thinking
he had colluded to help Lorenzo
Marquez replied: “For a winner, accusa-
tions of letting another person win is a
lack of respect and an insult because we
always go out to win.” —AFP

CHESTE: Movistar Yamaha MotoGP’s Italian rider Valentino Rossi (L) takes the inside
during the MotoGP motorcycling race at the Valencia Grand Prix at Ricardo Tormo
racetrack in Cheste, near Valencia. — AFP 


