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BRISBANE: Australia were held up by Brendon
McCullum but dismissed New Zealand for 295
before lunch on the final day of the first test yes-
terday to win by 208 runs and take a 1-0 lead in
the three-match series.

The hosts had dominated the match since
their new-look top order racked up 389-2 on the
opening day and never looked like losing a first
test at the Gabba since 1988. 

New Zealand captain McCullum fought a
thrilling rearguard with a run-a-ball 80 but once
he was controversially dismissed the writing was
on the wall for the tourists. 

Australia made 556-4 declared in their first
innings and declared again on 264-4 in their sec-
ond, limiting New Zealand to 317 in their first
knock. “It’s nice to start the summer off on a
high,” said Australia skipper Steve Smith. 

“I think the boys did a great job from day one
... that really set us up for the test match. To be
one-nil up in a three-match series is pretty cru-
cial.” Opener David Warner was named Man of
the Match for his innings of 163 and 116, the
best of several fine batting displays from the
hosts that formed the bedrock of the victory. 

Although New Zealand never looked like
reaching their victory target of 504, the prospect
of more wet weather and McCullum’s exploits
had kept alive their hopes of batting out the day
for a draw.

Resuming on 142 for three, McCullum took
the game to Australia and scored a half century
off 44 balls,  with seven fours and a single
straight six taking him to the milestone. 

The aggressive nature of his innings meant
the righthander rode his luck at times but while
he was firing at the crease, there was still a
chance.

Ross Taylor (26) and the injured James
Neesham (3) were dismissed at the other end
but it was the departure of BJ Watling for 14 that
precipitated McCullum’s demise.

Disappointing decision 
Nathan Lyon’s lbw appeal was confirmed by

technology but the use of New Zealand’s final
review to check the decision cost McCullum dear
in the following over. Mitchell Marsh forced the
batsman onto the back foot with a low delivery
and although umpire Nigel Llong raised his fin-
ger in response to the appeal for caught behind,
television replays suggested there had been no
contact with McCullum’s bat.

McCullum called the decision “disappointing”
but said it should not detract from a deserved
victory for the hosts.

“I thought Australia were outstanding,” he
said. “Right from ball one, they put us under a lot
of pressure (and) we were always chasing the
game.  “We’ll take our medicine, we’ll cop it
sweet and move onto Perth.”

The second test begins in Perth on Friday and
the series concludes with the inaugural
day/night test in Adelaide. After McCullum’s dis-
missal, Doug Bracewell was dismissed lbw for a
golden duck and although all-rounder Marsh (2-
25) failed to secure the hat-trick, Tim Southee (5)
did not last long.

Trent Boult (15) was the final batsman to fall,
giving quick Mitchell Starc figures of 2-69. Off
spinner Lyon finished with 3-63.

Neesham batted despite a back injury that
New Zealand said would rule him out of the rest
of the tour, a second blow after paceman
Southee’s irritated disc prevented him from
bowling in the second innings. The all-rounder’s
wicket gave quick Mitchell Johnson his 310th
test victim to bring him level with Brett Lee as
Australia’s fourth most prolific wicket-taker in
the five-day game. — Reuters

Australia wrap up victory 
after McCullum defiance

BRISBANE: New Zealand’s batsman James Neesham avoids a rising ball off Australia’s paceman
Mitchell Johnson during the fifth and the final day of the first Test cricket match between
Australia and New Zealand in Brisbane yesterday. — AFP 

Australia 1st innings 556 for 4 decl (U.
Khawaja 174, D. Warner 163, A. Voges 83no, J.
Burns 71)
New Zealand 1st innings 317 (K. Williamson
140; M. Starc 4-57)
Australia 2nd innings 264 for 4 decl (J. Burns
129, D. Warner 116)
New Zealand 2nd innings (Overnight: 142-3;
Target: 504 runs)
T. Latham lbw b Starc 29
M. Guptill c Smith b Lyon 23
K. Williamson lbw b Lyon 59
R. Taylor c Smith b Hazlewood 26
B. McCullum c Smith b M. Marsh 80
J. Neesham c Burns b Johnson 3
B. Watling lbw b Lyon 14

M. Craig not out 26
D. Bracewell lbw b M. Marsh 0
T. Southee c Nevill b Hazlewood 5
T. Boult c Nevill b Starc 15
Extras (b-7 lb-5 nb-1 w-2) 15
Total (all out, 88.3 overs) 295
Fall of wickets: 1-44 T. Latham, 2-98 M. Guptill,
3-136 K. Williamson, 4-165 R. Taylor, 5-205 J.
Neesham, 6-242 B. Watling, 7-243 B. McCullum,
8-243 D. Bracewell, 9-249 T. Southee, 10-295 T.
Boult
Bowling: M. Starc 20.3-5-69-2(w-1); M. Johnson
19-6-58-1(w-1); J. Hazlewood 18-3-68-2; M.
Marsh 10-3-25-2(nb-1); N. Lyon 21-3-63-3.
Result: Australia won by 208 runs

SCOREBOARD 
Scoreboard at close of play on the fifth and final day in the first Test between Australia and New
Zealand on yesterday in Brisbane, Australia.

Bangladesh Innings
T. Iqbal c Chakabva b Panyangara 19
I. Kayes c Cremer b Williams 76
L. Das c Chakabva b Panyangara 7
Mahmudullah c Chakabva b Cremer 4
M. Rahim c Jongwe b Cremer 21
Sa. Rahman c Chakabva b Jongwe 33
Nas. Hossain c Ervine b Panyangara 41
M. Mortaza c Chibhabha b Muzarabani 13
A. Sunny c Ervine b Muzarabani 3
A. Hossain not out 1
M. Rahman not out 5
Extras (b-4 lb-6 nb-1 w-7) 18
Total (for 9 wickets, 50 overs) 241
Fall of wickets: 1-32 T. Iqbal, 2-47 L. Das, 3-79
Mahmudullah, 4-127 M. Rahim, 5-151 I. Kayes, 6-
193 Sa. Rahman, 7-231 M. Mortaza, 8-234 Nas.
Hossain, 9-236 A. Sunny
Bowling: T. Panyangara 10-0-41-3(w-1); L. Jongwe
8-0-47-1(w-1); T. Muzarabani 9-0-32-2(w-1); S. Raza
7-0-33-0(w-2); G. Cremer 10-0-41-2(w-1); S.
Williams 6-0-37-1(nb-1 w-1).

Zimbabwe Innings
C. Chibhabha b Mortaza 14
R. Chakabva lbw b A. Sunny 1
C. Ervine run out (, Das) 26
S. Williams c Nas. Hossain b M. Rahman 14
E. Chigumbura c Kayes b A. Hossain 47
S. Raza c Kayes b A. Hossain 33
M. Waller c Rahim b Nas. Hossain 8
L. Jongwe b M. Rahman 11
G. Cremer st Rahim b Nas. Hossain 1
T. Panyangara c Mortaza b M. Rahman 4
T. Muzarabani not out 1
Extras (lb-11 w-12) 23
Total (all out, 43.2 overs) 183
Fall of wickets: 1-22 R. Chakabva, 2-23 C.
Chibhabha, 3-45 S. Williams, 4-78 C. Ervine, 5-151
S. Raza, 6-156 E. Chigumbura, 7-175 M. Waller, 8-
177 L. Jongwe, 9-181 T. Panyangara, 10-183 G.
Cremer
Bowling: M. Rahman 8-0-33-3(w-3); M. Mortaza 9-
1-47-1(w-6); A. Sunny 9-0-34-1(w-2); A. Hossain 8-
0-22-2(w-1); Nas. Hossain 9.2-0-36-2.
Result: Bangladesh won by 58 runs

SCOREBOARD 
Scoreboard at close of play in the second One Day International between Bangladesh
and Zimbabwe on yesterday in Mirpur, Bangladesh. 

DHAKA: Zimbabwe cricket captain Elton Chigumbura (L) plays a shot as the
Bangladesh wicketkeeper Mushfiqur Rahim (C) and Mohammad Mahmudullah (R) look
on during the second one-day international (ODI) cricket match between Bangladesh
and Zimbabwe at the Sher-e Bangla National Stadium in Dhaka yesterday. — AFP 

DHAKA: Pacemen Mustafizur Rahman and
Al-Amin Hossain shared five wickets
between them as Bangladesh beat
Zimbabwe by 58 runs in the second one-
day international to take the three-match
series 2-0 in Dhaka yesterday.

Chasing a modest target after
Bangladesh posted 241-9, Zimbabwe
recovered from a top-order collapse of 78-4
to pose a real threat to the hosts before
Mustafizur and Al-Amin derailed the visi-
tors again.  Mustafizur finished with 3-33
but Al-Amin, who claimed 2-22, had a
greater impact in the game with two cru-
cial wickets as Zimbabwe were all out for
183 runs in 43.2 overs.

Al-Amin broke a dogged fifth wicket
partnership of 73 runs between Elton
Chigumbura and Sikandar Raza when the
duo were slowly taking the game out of
Bangladesh’s control.

He removed Raza (33) and Zimbabwe’s
top-scorer Chigumbura (47) in successive
overs to leave Mustafizur and spinner Nasir
Hossain (2-36) to clean up the tail.

Earlier, recalled opener Imrul Kayes hit
76 to give Bangladesh a fighting score on a
tricky wicket at the Sher-e-Bangla National

Stadium.  Paceman Tinashe Panyangara
claimed 3-41 for Zimbabwe, who needed a
win to stay alive in the series after losing
the opening game by 145 runs on
Saturday. 

Bangladesh struggled from the absence
of big partnerships as Zimbabwe struck at
regular intervals after Elton Chigumbura
won the toss and elected to field.

Taurai Muzarabani (2-32) and leg-spin-
ner Graeme Cremer (2-41) were the other
bowlers to shine alongside Panyangara.
Kayes was dropped from the team after a
poor World Cup in Australia and New
Zealand earlier this year but was brought
back after leading all-rounder Shakib Al
Hasan took leave to be with his wife for the
birth of their daughter.  Kayes anchored the
Bangladeshi innings with six fours and four
sixes during his 89-ball knock.

Bangladesh’s middle-order tottered in
the absence of  Shak ib as Mushfiqur
Rahim fell for 21 after scoring a century in
the first match.  Sabbir Rahman made 33
and Nasir Hossain struck 41 off 53 balls to
boost the total. The third and final ODI of
the series will be held at the same ground
tomorrow. — AFP

Pacers and Kayes steer 
Bangladesh to series win

ABU DHABI: Pakistan and England will be aim-
ing to build one-day sides for the future as they
enter a four-match series in Abu Dhabi starting
tomorrow.

Pakistan, who won the preceding three-
match Test series 2-0, will be in a tight corner as
they seek huge improvement in their one-day
rankings, in order to lift themselves for the 2019
World Cup to be held in England.

Besides hosts England, seven other top-
ranked sides as on 30 September 2017, will
qualify directly for the World Cup, the only way
Pakistan can move up the order is by winning
matches against the higher-ranked sides.

Pakistan, currently ranked eighth as com-
pared to England’s sixth, will be hoping they do
not repeat their below-par performances they
gave in 2012 when they were blanked 4-0 in the
United Arab Emirates.  Head coach Waqar
Younis believes the current series is an impor-
tant one for Pakistan.

“We know the importance of this series and
have to do well to build the side for the future,
especially with the Champions Trophy 2017,
rankings and the 2019 World Cup all in the
mind,” said Waqar.

Under Waqar Pakistan had struggled in the
50-over format, losing to Sri Lanka, Australia
and New Zealand last year before going down
in New Zealand and failing to progress beyond
the last eight in the 2015 World Cup.

But the worst came in Bangladesh where
Pakistan were routed 3-0 in April-their first
series defeat against the neighbours. Since then
Pakistan beat Zimbabwe twice (home and
away) and Sri Lanka-a progress Waqar wants to
build on.

“We have shown progress with some excit-
ing youngsters,” said Waqar, whose team lost
Misbah-ul-Haq and Shahid Afridi after the World
Cup 2015 due to retirement.

Ace spinner Saeed Ajmal is also not in the
squad after struggling with a new bowling
action, which needed remodelling after it was

questioned last year. His place went to leg-spin-
ner Yasir Shah who will hope to carry his Test
form, taking 15 wickets in two matches, into
one-days. Waqar said one-day cricket has
changed and England have adopted to those
admirably. “One-day cricket has changed and
now even a 300-plus total is not safe which
England have adopted and are a dangerous
side,” said Waqar.

To their credit, England have shown remark-
able progress after being the only top side not
to reach the 2015 World Cup quarter-finals.

England beat the 2015 World Cup finalists
New Zealand 3-2 before going down fighting 2-
3 against Australia-both at home.

England media reported some players are
training under a baseball expert Julian Wood in
order to develop more hitting techniques.
England’s director of coaches Andy Flower said
Wood’s work will help. “Julian has worked with
us before, done a really good job,” Flower was
quoted as saying by Sky Sports. “Part of our job
is to offer options to players and they make
decisions about whether they want to adopt
things.”

Both Pakistan and England tuned up for the
one-day series with comfortable warm-up wins
against Nepal and Hong Kong respectively.

The remaining matches will be held in Abu
Dhabi (November 13), Sharjah (November 17)
and Dubai (November 20).

Teams (from):
England: Eoin Morgan (capt), Moeen Ali,

Jonny Bairstow, Sam Billings, Jos Buttler, Chris
Jordan, Alex Hales, Adil Rashid, Joe Root, Jason
Roy, James Taylor, Reece Topley, David Willey,
Chris Woakes, Liam Plunkett. 

Pakistan: Azhar Ali (capt), Mohammad
Hafeez, Ahmed Shehzad, Bilal Asif,  Younis Khan,
Shoaib Malik, Babar Azam, Mohammad Rizwan,
Sarfraz Ahmed, Amir Yamin, Anwer Ali, Yasir
Shah, Zafar Gohar, Rahat Ali, Wahab Riaz,
Mohammad Irfansh. — AFP

Pakistan, England look 
to build one-day future

NEW DELHI: Narayanaswami Srinivasan’s tumultuous
tenure as the International Cricket Council (ICC) chairman
was cut short yesterday after the powerful Indian board
(BCCI) withdrew support for its former president.

BCCI president Shashank Manohar would take over for
the remainder of Srinivasan’s tenure until June next year,
board secretary Anurag Thakur told reporters in Mumbai.

“The BCCI representative to the ICC will be Mr Shashank
Manohar. Being the board representative in the ICC, he will
take over as the ICC chairman,” Thakur said of a move
which will see a media-shy lawyer replace a feisty industri-
alist at the helm of cricket’s governing body.

Often described as the sport’s most powerful man, for-
mer BCCI chief Srinivasan took over as ICC head in June
2014 in controversial circumstances after his son-in-law
was indicted in an illegal betting scandal in the Indian
Premier League (IPL).

Srinivasan’s India Cements company owned the lucra-
tive Twenty20 competition’s Chennai franchise, which
many perceived as a clear case of a conflict of interest.

Since the IPL scandal broke out, BCCI has spent consid-
erable time being admonished by India’s top court for
being lenient in its handling of corruption that plagued the
Twenty20 league.

Manohar returned for a second innings as BCCI presi-
dent in October and promised to correct the image of the
world’s richest cricket board, which is perceived as an effi-
cient but opaque body run by officials with conflicting
interests.

“We’d clean up the system and would try to run this
board in the most transparent fashion. We have done at
present whatever we could,” the 58-year-old said after the
board’s annual general meeting in Mumbai.

BCCI also dropped former test player Roger Binny from
the selection panel as his son Stuart plays for India, prima-
rily in limited overs cricket. “Perception has to change.
There should not be injustice with Stuart Binny also. He is a
deserving player. He should not draw flak from media
because he is Roger Binny’s son. We can’t destroy his
career,” Manohar said.

In other moves, the Indian board appointed an
ombudsman to look into cases of conflict of interest and
approved six new test match venues. Regarding a possible
series against arch-rivals Pakistan in United Arab Emirates
next month, Manohar did not sound too optimistic and
said the board would go by whatever the government told
them. —Reuters

Srinivasan toppled as ICC
chairman after losing support

MUMBAI: In this combination image compiled yesterday, Board of Control for Cricket
in India (BCCI) President Shashank Manohar (L) speaks during a news conference at
the board’s headquarters in Mumbai yesterday, and the then-president of the Board
of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) Narayanaswami Srinivasan addresses a press con-
ference in Kolkata on May 26, 2013. Narayanaswami Srinivasan was removed as
International Cricket Council chairman yesterday after his home board announced it
was withdrawing its support, following scandals embroiling the sport in India. — AFP

Windies spinner Narine 
reported for suspect action

COLOMBO: West Indies off-spinner Sunil Narine
has been reported for a suspect bowling action
during Saturday’s third and final one-dayer
against Sri Lanka, the International Cricket
Council (ICC) said. “The match officials’ report,
which was handed over to the West Indies team
management after the match, cited concerns
about the legality of the 27-year-old’s deliveries,”
the ICC said in a statement on Monday.

“He is required to undergo testing within 14
days, and, during this period, Narine is permit-
ted to continue bowling in international cricket
until the results of the testing are known,” it
added. The ODI series in Sri Lanka, which the
hosts swept, marked Narine’s return to interna-

tional cricket after being reported first during
the 2014 Champions League Twenty20 tourna-
ment in which he represented Kolkata Knight
Riders (KKR).

Even though he was free to bowl in interna-
tional cricket, his board withdrew him so that he
could remodel his action. Narine, who has
played six tests and 55 one-day internationals,
was subsequently picked for the World Cup in
Australia earlier this year but the spinner pulled
out saying he needed more time to fine tune his
action. The kinks in his action resurfaced again
in this year’s Indian Premier League Twenty20
competition with the KKR spinner being report-
ed again. —Reuters


