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KATHMANDU: Nepal’s national football
captain, goalkeeper and three other
players charged with treason appeared
in court and denied any involvement in
alleged match-fixing in World Cup quali-
fiers, an official said yesterday.

Skipper Sagar Thapa and goalkeeper
Ritesh Thapa are among five players who
recorded their statements in court after
being taken into custody last month fol-
lowing a series of arrests in the capital.

“While recording their statements,
the players denied any involvement in
match-fixing and proclaimed their inno-
cence,” Bhadrakali Pokharel, Registrar at
the Special Court in Kathmandu, which
is hearing the case, told AFP.

Prosecutors sought life sentences for

all  five after they were charged on
Sunday under a 1989 act against unlaw-
fully jeopardising Nepal’s sovereignty,
integrity or national unity.

No media were allowed inside, but
Pokharel told AFP each player spoke for
about half an hour before the court
moved to begin a bail hearing.

The bail hearing will continue on
Tuesday, he said, adding that no further
details of the players’ statements would
be released until the court arrived at a
decision.

Latest blow 
Detectives said the arrests came after

significant sums of money were found
deposited in the players’ bank accounts

from suspected match-fixers based in
Southeast Asia.

In addition to the skipper and goal-
keeper, defender Sandip Rai and former
national players Bikash Singh Chhetri
and Anjan KC were also detained.

Nepal’s football association suspend-
ed the players-including KC, who has
been serving as a coach-pending the
outcome of the police probe.

A physiotherapist, Dejiv Thapa, was
also charged with treason in absentia,
Pokharel said. According to the charge-
sheet seen by AFP, Thapa received at
least $1,000 from Malaysian footballer
and suspected match-fixer, Kesavan
Pattan. “The government has filed a
charge-sheet against Dejiv Thapa... (but)

he is not in the country. His name has
been added to a list of absconders,”
Pokharel said.  The six men are suspect-
ed of involvement in match-fixing over a
period of eight years, including several
games played in 2011 as part of Nepal’s
unsuccessful bid to qualify for the 2014
World Cup in Brazil.

Officials are investigating several
matches including one against Jordan
that Nepal lost 9-0 as well as games with
Bangladesh and Afghanistan, played as
part of a regional competition.

The scandal is the latest blow to the
Himalayan nation’s sporting reputation
after All Nepal Football Association pres-
ident Ganesh Thapa was forced to step
aside last year over allegations he

embezzled millions of dollars and
accepted bribes during his 19-year
tenure.

The ethics committee of football’s
world governing body FIFA launched an
investigation last year into Thapa, whose
brother Kamal is Nepal’s Deputy Prime
Minister. The outcome to that inquiry is
still pending.

FIFA has itself been rocked by a series
of corruption scandals and allegations in
recent months, leading to the suspen-
sion of its president Sepp Blatter.

Nepal is currently ranked 190 in FIFA’s
world rankings and has already been
knocked out of the qualifiers for the
2018 World Cup in Russia after losing a
two-leg qualifier to India 2-0. —AFP

Nepal five deny match-fixing after treason charges

NEW YORK: Goaltender Tuukka
Rask made 36 saves as the Boston
Bruins defeated the New York
Islanders to snap a three-game los-
ing streak.

Rask, who won the Vezina
Trophy as the league’s best goal-
tender in 2014, entered the game
with an .879 save percentage in
nine appearances this season.
Patrice Bergeron and Ryan Spooner
scored for the Bruins.

Islanders goaltender Jaroslav
Halak stopped 25 shots.

Stars 4, Red Wings 1
Left winger Patrick Sharp and

center Tyler Seguin had a goal and
an assist each to lead the Dallas
Stars to a 4-1 win against the
Detroit Red Wings. Right winger
Valeri Nichushkin and center Cody
Eakin also scored for Dallas, whose
goaltender Kari Lehtonen made 21
saves. Right winger Gustav Nyquist
scored for Detroit. Detroit’s Jimmy
Howard made 20 saves before leav-
ing with 12:51 left in the third peri-
od after taking a knee to the head
during a goal-mouth scramble.
Howard was replaced by Petr
Mrazek, who made two saves.

Devils 4, Canucks 3 (OT)
Kyle Palmieri’s power-play goal

with 1:27 left in overtime lifted the
New Jersey Devils to 4-3 win over
the Vancouver Canucks. Left
wingers Adam Henrique, Mike
Cammalleri and Sergey Kalinin
scored for New Jersey in regulation
while left wingers Chris Higgins
and Sven Baertschi and defense-
man Alex Edler scored for
Vancouver. Goaltender Keith
Kinkaid made 28 saves for the
Devils, while goalie Ryan Miller
stopped 24 for the Canucks, who
lost their third successive game.

Blackhawks 4, Oilers 2
Left winger Artemi Panarin tal-

lied two goals and an assist, as the
Chicago Blackhawks held on for a
4-2 win over the Edmonton Oilers.

R ight winger Patr ick K ane
added a goal and three assists to
extend his  point streak to 10
games, which is the longest active
streak in the NHL. Center Artem
Anisimov also scored.  R ight
winger Jordan Eberle and
defenseman Andrej Sekera scored
for Edmonton.  Chicago goal-
tender Corey Crawford stopped
34 of 36 shots, while Edmonton
goaltender Cam Talbot turned
aside 24 of 28. — Reuters

Bruins defeat Islanders to 
snap a three-game losing streak

Western Conference
Central Division

W L OTL GF GA PTS
Dallas 12 3 0 54 39 24
St. Louis 10 3 1 40 31 21
Minnesota 8 3 2 38 35 18
Nashville 8 3 2 35 31 18
Winnipeg 8 5 2 42 41 18
Chicago 8 6 1 39 38 17
Colorado 4 9 1 36 42 9

Pacific Division
Los Angeles 9 5 0 35 29 18
Vancouver 6 4 5 43 36 17
San Jose 7 7 0 38 36 14
Arizona 6 6 1 35 38 13
Anaheim 5 7 2 22 33 12
Calgary 5 9 1 37 59 11
Edmonton 5 10 0 39 47 10

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

Montreal 13 2 1 59 29 27

Ottawa 7 4 3 42 42 17
Tampa Bay 7 7 2 38 38 16
Boston 7 6 1 47 45 15
Detroit 7 6 1 33 36 15
Florida 5 6 3 37 35 13
Buffalo 6 8 0 32 41 12
Toronto 2 8 4 29 45 8

Metropolitan Division
NY Rangers 10 2 2 42 25 22
Washington 10 3 0 43 31 20
Pittsburgh 9 5 0 31 28 18
New Jersey 8 5 1 37 36 17
NY Islanders 7 5 3 40 37 17
Philadelphia 5 6 3 28 39 13
Carolina 6 8 0 30 40 12
Columbus 4 11 0 35 54 8
Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one point in the stand-
ings and are not included in the loss column (L) 

NHL Results/Standings
Dallas 4, Detroit 1; New Jersey 4, Vancouver 3 (OT); Boston 2, NY Islanders 1; Chicago 4, Edmonton 2.

DETRIOT: Dallas Stars left wing Jamie Benn (14) is checked by Detroit Red Wings center Joakim
Andersson (18) in the third period of an NHL hockey game, Sunday in Detroit.  — AP

PARIS: Former Chelsea striker Salomon
Kalou scored his first hat-trick for Hertha
Berlin in a 3-1 win over Schalke at the
weekend, taking his club to fourth in the
Bundesliga.

The German league goals were a
timely boost for the 30-year-old, who
teams  up with Ivory Coast this week for a
home-and-away 2018 World Cup qualify-
ing tie against Liberia Fellow Ivorian
Gervinho will join Kalou after continuing
a dramatic return  to Serie A form in Italy,
scoring his sixth goal this season for
Roma in a 2-0  derby triumph over Lazio

ENGLAND
DIEUMERCI MBOKANI (Norwich City)

The Democratic Republic of Congo
striker helped the Canaries end a run of
four straight Premier League defeats by
setting up Jonny Howson’s 71st-minute
winner in a 1-0 victory at home to
Swansea when he headed a corner back
across the face of goal.

RIYAD MAHREZ (Leicester City)
After scoring twice in the preceding 3-

2 win over West Brom, the hard-working
Algeria winger endeared himself still fur-
ther to the Foxes’ faithful by what he did
not do as Leicester’s dream start to the
season continued with a 2-1 victory at
home to Watford. When Jamie Vardy was
brought down in the box with Leicester
1-0 up, Mahrez would normally have tak-
en the ensuing penalty. But having
placed the ball on the spot, Mahrez let
Vardy take the kick. The England striker
scored to extend his goal sequence in
the Premier League to nine straight
games.

ODION IGHALO (Watford)
Following the joy of his double strike

in a 2-0 win over West Ham, the Nigeria
striker endured a frustrating match at
Leicester when, with the game still goal-
less, he crashed a shot against the post
and then saw goalkeeper Kasper
Schmeichel save Almen Abdi’s follow-up.

YANNICK BOLASIE (Crystal Palace)
The Democratic Republic of Congo

forward scored the Eagles’ 21st-minute
opener in their impressive 2-1 win away
to Liverpool with a lethal finish into the
bottom corner at Anfield.

WILFRIED BONY (Manchester City)
The Premier League leaders’ frustra-

tion in being held to a goalless draw
away to bottom-of-the-table Aston Villa
was compounded by the sight of the
Ivory Coast forward going off early with a
hamstring injury.

ITALY
MOHAMED SALAH (Roma)

Salah was a thorn in the side of Bayer
Leverkusen in midweek when Roma
edged the Germans 3-2 in the
Champions League but, amid a more
muted display against Lazio, the
Egyptian winger was driven off the pitch
on a stretcher with a suspected sprained
ankle after a brutal challenge by Senad
Lulic. Roma went on to win 2-0 to lie
third in Serie A, just a point behind lead-
ers Fiorentina and second-placed Inter.
But Roma coach Rudi Garcia was furious
about the treatment of Salah, especially
as Lulic went unpunished.

GERVINHO (Roma)
When Ivorian international Gervinho

awoke from his slumber to break a 
lengthy scoring drought in Serie A last

month, critics would have been forgiven
for thinking it was a flash in the pan. But
in Italy’s top flight, reputedly one of the
world’s most difficult for strikers,

Gervinho has been on fire of late and his
purple patch continued against Lazio.
After Edin Dzeko fired Roma ahead from
the penalty spot on 10 minutes,
Gervinho capped a solid performance for
the Giallorossi with a superbly-taken goal
that saw him power downfield on to
Radja Nainggolan’s through ball, hold off
defender Dusan Basta and beat ‘keeper
Federico Marchetti at his near post. Roma
won 2-0 and Gervinho has now scored
six league goals in 12 games, three less
than leaders Eder (Sampdoria) and
Gonzalo Higuain (Napoli).

SERGE GAKPE (Genoa)
Serie A new boys Frosinone looked to

be heading for a precious 2-1 home win
over Genoa but despite being reduced to
10 men on 36 minutes when Sebastien
De Maio saw red, the visitors fought back
and snatched a point when Togo interna-
tional Gakpe hit a 75th-minute leveller to
claim his third goal of the season.

FRANCE
BENJAMIN MOUKANDJO (Lorient)
The Cameroon striker continued his

impressive campaign for Lorient with a
second-half brace, including a late penal-
ty, as his side beat Troyes 4-1 in Brittany.
Moukandjo has four goals in his last two
games and nine altogether this season,
leaving him level with Zlatan Ibrahimovic
at the top of the scorers’ charts in France.

DIDIER NDONG (Lorient)
The 21-year-old Gabon midfielder,

who has been likened to Ghana great
Michael Essien, also netted in Lorient’s
big win against Troyes, the strike his sec-
ond this season in Ligue 1.

JACQUES ZOUA (Gazelec Ajaccio)
The Cameroon striker is looking to

relaunch his career in France with little
Gazelec and the 24-year-old, formerly of
Hamburg, scored his first goal for his new
club in their 2-1 win at Reims. Having
failed to win any of their first 10 top-
flight matches, the Corsicans have now
won three on the bounce.

DJIBRIL SIDIBE (Lille)
Full-back Sidibe came off the bench to

score a late equaliser, his second goal of
the season, to earn Lille a 1-1 draw with
Bastia. Born in France and capped at
under-21 level by the French, the 23-
year-old is also eligible to represent Mali.

GERMANY
SALOMON KALOU (Hertha Berlin)
The Ivory Coast striker was delighted

to score his first hat-trick for Hertha
Berlin in a 3-1 win at Hanover 96 to go
fourth in the Bundesliga. “It’s nice to be
back scoring again and helping the team.
It was important after losing at home last
week. We scored early and I was able to
take all my chances,” said the ex-Chelsea
veteran, who has scored seven goals in
12 league games.

PIERRE-EMERICK AUBAMEYANG
(Borussia Dortmund)

The Gabon forward claimed his 14th
league goal of the season and struck
again as Batman when he revealed a
Caped Crusader themed T-shirt after scor-
ing Borussia Dortmund’s winner in their
3-2 derby victory over Schalke. The
Gabon international slotted what proved
to be the winning goal on 48 minutes and
was booked for pulling off his playing
shirt in celebration to reveal a T-shirt
bearing the text ‘Do you remember?’
under the Batman logo. It was referring to
the mask-and-cape outfit he donned in
last February’s derby victory when he also
scored in a 3-0 win over Schalke. —AF

Kalou hat-trick a World
Cup boost for Ivory Coast

PARIS: France’s players attends a training session in Clairefontaine-en-Yvelines, near
Paris, yesterday, on the first day of their training ahead of the friendly football match
against Germany to be held on November 13. — AFP 

GLASGOW:  Celtic manager Ronny Deila
says the best is yet to come from Tom Rogic
after the Australian international put in a
man-of-the-match performance in the 4-1
win over Ross County on Sunday.  The mid-
fielder opened the scoring with a superb
strike in the 38th minute as his dipping drive
from 20 yards gave County ‘keeper Gary
Woods no chance.  Leigh Griffiths took his
tally to 18 for the season with two second-
half goals in two minutes and Nir Bitton
headed home a fourth after Tony Dingwall
had pulled one back for  the hosts in
Dingwall.

Socceroos star Rogic has been in fantastic
form this season as his Celtic career finally
takes off following an injury-hit spell which
saw him sidelined at the Hoops for almost
two years.

And his manager thinks the midfielder
will continue to improve as he establishes
himself  as  a f i rst-team regular  at  the
Glasgow giants.  “In the first half we didn’t
create very much but it was a brilliant goal
from Tom. That was good to take with us
into the break,” Celtic manager Deila said.

“He’s getting better and better. When I
first came he was injured for almost a year.

Now he has been injury free for five months
and I think we have just seen the start of
Tom.

“He has wonderful technique, a good
understanding of the game and he’s a cre-
ator. He just needs to work to get an even
better physique but that will come with
more games and more training. I think he’s
going to be very good.”

Turnaround 
It is a remarkable turnaround for Rogic,

who has endured a frustrating time at Celtic
since arriving from A-League side Central
Coast Mariners in January 2013.

The Socceroos star suffered several injury
problems before being shipped back to
Australia for a loan spell with Melbourne
Victory.  The 22-year-old had not started for
Celtic since September 2013 before his
return in August and the attacking midfield-
er, who is expected to start in Australia’s cru-
cial World Cup qualifier against Kyrgyzstan
at Canberra Stadium on Thursday, said he
was playing with a smile on his face again.  “I
am enjoying my football and this season has
been fantastic for me. The manager has
been great as have all the coaches and I’m

just enjoying being at the club,” Rogic said.
“Off the back of last season this season

has been really positive for me and it’s going
well at the moment.”

Rogic, who has scored five times for Celtic
this season, said his stunning strike against
County rated as one of the best in his career.
“It was nice and it came at an important
time of the game as well,” Rogic added.

“It’s tough to come up here so it was nice
to score but the most important thing was
the win.”

The win restored Celtic’s six-point advan-
tage over Hearts at the top of the Scottish
Premiership and eases the pressure on Deila,
who had come in for heavy criticism follow-
ing his  s ide’s  2-1 defeat to Molde on
Thursday which left the Bhoys bottom of
their Europa League group. “Obviously it was
important to bounce back after our mid-
week result. This was a great result as it’s a
tough place to come,” the Socceroos star
said. “I think it was frustrating in midweek as
we didn’t perform to the level that we know
we can. It ’s gone and done now and we
knew coming here it was an opportunity to
show our qualities and give the fans some-
thing to cheer about.” —AFP

More to come from 
Socceroos star Rogic


