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NBA Results/Standings

Cleveland 101, Indiana 97; NY Knicks 99, LA Lakers 95; Miami 96, Toronto 76; Oklahoma City 124, Phoenix 103.

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L PCT GB
Toronto 5 2 .714 -
NY Knicks 3 4 .429 2
Boston 2 3 .400 2
Philadelphia 0 6 0 4.5
Brooklyn 0 7 0 5

Central Division
Cleveland 6 1 .857 -
Detroit 5 1 .833 0.5
Chicago 4 3 .571 2
Milwaukee 4 3 .571 2
Indiana 3 4 .429 3

Southeast Division
Atlanta 7 1 .875 -
Miami 4 3 .571 2.5
Washington 3 3 .500 3
Orlando 3 4 .429 3.5
Charlotte 2 4 .333 4

Western Conference
Northwest Division

Utah 4 2 .667 -
Minnesota 3 2 .600 0.5
Oklahoma City 4 3 .571 0.5
Portland 4 3 .571 0.5
Denver 2 4 .333 2

Pacific Division
Golden State 7 0 1.000 -
LA Clippers 4 2 .667 2.5
Phoenix 3 4 .429 4
LA Lakers 1 5 .167 5.5
Sacramento 1 6 .143 6

Southwest Division
San Antonio 4 2 .667 -
Houston 4 3 .571 0.5
Dallas 3 3 .500 1
Memphis 3 4 .429 1.5
New Orleans 0 6 0 4

NEW YORK: New York Knicks forward Carmelo Anthony (7) gets airborne trying to pass behind himself in the second half of an NBA basketball game at Madison Square Garden in New York. The Knicks defeated the Lakers 99-95.  —AP

NEW YORK: A late three-pointer by Langston
Galloway and tough defense in the final min-
utes ruined what mught have been Kobe
Bryant’s final game at Madison Square Garden.
Galloway nailed the basket with two minutes
remaining for a two-point New York lead as the
Knicks held on to beat Bryant’s Los Angeles
Lakers 99-95. Forward Carmelo Anthony led the
Knicks with a game-high 24 points, 11 of them
in the fourth quarter, and also grabbed eight
rebounds. Jose Calderon added 14 points, cen-
ter Robin Lopez had 14 points, 13 rebounds and
four assists, and Galloway dropped in 14 points
off the bench on 5-for-9 shooting. Drawing a
roar from the New York crowd on almost every
shot attempt, the 37-year-old Bryant finished
with a team-high 18 points. Center Roy Hibbert
added 18 points and nine rebounds, second-
year guard Jordan Clarkson chipped in with 10
points, and forward Julius Randle grabbed 11
rebounds.

Cavaliers 101, Pacers 97
Kevin Love scored 22 points and grabbed 19

rebounds as the Cleveland Cavaliers extended
their winning streak to six games with a 101-97
victory against the Indiana Pacers. Cavs forward
LeBron James had 29 points, six rebounds and
four assists, while forward Tristan Thompson
had 16 points and eight rebounds off the
bench. Cleveland has not lost since their first
game against Chicago. Forward Paul George
scored 32 points and grabbed 11 rebounds for
the Pacers, while Monta Ellis scored 25 points
and Jordan Hill grabbed 11 rebounds. The
Pacers had their own three-game winning

streak snapped.

Heat 96, Raptors 76
Hassan Whiteside outplayed Toronto’s Jonas

Valanciunas in a battle of young centers with 20
points, 11 rebounds and six blocks to lead the
Miami Heat to a 96-76 win over the Toronto
Raptors. Valanciunas had 17 points and five
rebounds, but he was held to just one point in
the second half. The Heat also got contributions
from forward Chris Bosh (23 points, eight
rebounds) and shooting guard Dwyane Wade
(12 points). Wade passed former Chicago Bulls
forward Scottie Pippen for 51st place on the
NBA career scoring list.

Thunder 124, Suns 103
Kevin Durant scored 32 points on 12-of-19

shooting to lead Oklahoma City to a 124-103
victory over the Phoenix Suns that snapped the
Thunder’s three-game losing streak. Durant
added 11 rebounds, four assists and three
steals, and hit six of seven free throws. Thunder
guard Russell Westbrook finished with 21 points
and 13 assists, while Enes Kanter and Dion
Waiters came off the bench to score 21 and 19
points for Oklahoma City (4-3).

Pistons 120, Trail Blazers 103
Reggie Jackson scored 26 fourth-quarter

points to lead a furious rally, and the Detroit
Pistons stormed past the Portland Trail Blazers
120-103 at the Moda Center. Detroit (5-1)
outscored Portland 41-11 in the final period to
overcome an 18-point third-quarter deficit and
start 2-0 on its six-game road trip.—Reuters

Bryant reigns, Lakers lose at Madison Square Garden

PARIS: Novak Djokovic says he has reached the
peak of his career by taking a “holistic approach”,
leaving nothing to chance. The 28-year-old Serb
put the finishing touches to one of the greatest
years in tennis history on Sunday when he swept
aside old rival Andy Murray 6-2, 6-4 in the final of
the Paris Masters.

The tournament was the final one of the ATP
regular season and the victory etched his name in
the record books. The first man to win three Grand
Slam titles and six Masters Series titles in the same
year, the first man to reach eight out of nine
Masters Series finals and the first man to record 14
straight finals in the same year, all en route to a win-
loss record of 78-5 — the achievements are phe-
nomenal.

Djokovic, who is now firmly in the mix with Rod
Laver, Roger Federer and Rafael Nadal for the label
of the greatest player ever, insists that on sheer tal-
ent alone he would never have hit such dizzy
heights.

“I think there are a few reasons why I have man-
aged to reach my peak at this stage of my career
this year,” he said after his defeat of Murray. “I think
in terms of physical and mental ability, I have
reached my peak experience wise.

“Of course I did go through certain periods that
had more doubts and, you know, I wasn’t as suc-
cessful. It all served as a great lesson, as a way to
improve and to get better. So this season, every-
thing got together.

“I’m a married man, and I’m a father, as well. I
think I have a nice balance and serenity in my pri-
vate life that reflects on the professional life, and
vice versa.

“I have this belief that the holistic approach will
definitely get the best out of yourself. “I’m still
determined to improve, to get better. Nobody can
be perfect, but, you know, if you are going for the
perfection, you might reach excellence.

“That’s the kind of mind set I have. Try to work
every single day with a purpose.” It was not always
so controlled and driven for the Serb, who had to
leave his hometown of Belgrade at an early age to
train in Germany and who had to overcome both
physical and mental obstacles when he first
entered the pro scene.

There were even charges that he was a choker

and a bit of a hypochondriac as he struggled to
deal with the physicality of Nadal and the legend of
Federer.

But all that changed with his maiden major win
in the 2008 Australia Open and then his wonder
run in 2011 when he won the Australian and US
Opens as well as Wimbledon.

He now has 10 Grand slam titles, four shy of
Nadal’s haul and seven away from the all-time
record of Federer. But at 28 and in the peak of his
career, overtaking them both is a very realistic tar-
get.

“I have been through stages in my life where I
struggled a lot physically, especially in the begin-
ning of the professional career. But, all those experi-
ences in the past have helped me to get stronger,
to learn from those experiences, to understand

myself, my body,” he said.
“I try to take nothing for granted. I try to work on

it all the time, because I know that that is the only
way I’m managing to stay successful, is to continue
progressing.

“I’m not trying to keep the status quo, because
for me then that’s a regression. “I just try to
progress, improve all the time, work on certain
things in my life and my game, and hopefully get
better in the process, which I feel I’m doing now.”

Progressing for Djokovic now means winning
the ATP World Tour Finals in London for the fourth
time in two weeks’ time. “I look forward to it, espe-
cially because of the fact that I have had the season
that I have had, and the way that I’m feeling confi-
dently. Hopefully I can finish off the season with
another great win,” he said. —AFP

Djokovic vows more to 
come after wonder year

PARIS: Serbia’s Novak Djokovic poses with the trophy after winning the final tennis match against
Britain’s Andy Murray at the ATP World Tour Masters 1000 indoor tennis tournament in Paris on
Sunday. —AFP


