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MUMBAI: Nestle’s hugely popular Maggi noo-
dles returned yesterday to shelves in India five
months after the government banned them
over lead levels, in one of the biggest crises to
hit the Swiss giant. India’s food safety watch-
dog banned the noodles nationwide in June
after test results showed packets exceeded
legal limits of lead, while criticizing  Nestle for
failing to list flavor enhancer monosodium glu-
tamate (MSG) on labels.

But the Bombay High Court, the highest
court in the western city now known as
Mumbai, overturned the ruling two months
later, calling it “arbitrary” and ordered fresh
tests. Nestle said last month those tests had
found that Maggi noodles were safe to eat. It
has restarted production at three of its five
India plants. Nestle lost more than 75 million
Swiss francs ($74.7 million) over the ban, which
forced it to destroy more than 37,000 tons of
the noodles, India’s leading brand. “What we
have been through has been like a life crisis for
a human being,” Nestle India Managing
Director Suresh Narayanan told 

“It will need investments to nurture back
the brand into the health that it was,” he said

of Maggi, which previously accounted for
about 30 percent of the company’s Indian
sales. Maggi’s return comes as Indians prepare
to celebrate the Hindu festival of Diwali, a time
when food shopping is at its peak. Fans of the
brand, which had 80 percent of India’s instant
noodle market before the crisis, reacted with
delight on Twitter. Sony Das posted: “What
better way to celebrate this Diwali..
#WelcomeBackMAGGI wid Maggi our lost
appetites are also back.. Luv U Maggi”.

The noodles will initially return in 100 cities
compared with more than 400 previously and
in just one flavor, Masala. Nestle’s Narayanan
yesterday questioned the accuracy of the initial
laboratory tests, saying India’s regime for heavy
metal testing in food was “unreliable” and called
for an overhaul. He left open the question of
whether Nestle would take legal action against
the food safety regulator, saying the company
had simply been “focused” on getting the prod-
uct back on shelves.  Nestle has always main-
tained the product was safe to eat, and has con-
tinued to sell it in other countries. Nestle India’s
stock was up 0.2 percent on the Bombay Stock
Exchange in afternoon trade yesterday. — AFP

Nestle’s Maggi noodles 
return to India after ‘crisis’

PARIS: Large swathes of New York and Shanghai
could disappear under the waves and millions
driven into poverty, fresh climate reports
warned as ministers scrambled yesterday  for
common ground weeks ahead of a crunch envi-
ronmental summit. If global warming continues
on its present trajectory of 4 C (7.2 F), rising sea
levels will claim land inhabited by more than
600 million people,  according to a survey by
Climate Central, a US-based research group.
Such a rise would hit China the hardest, with
around 145 million people living in coastal areas
that would be submerged, the report warned.
Even if the Paris summit, which starts on
November 30, succeeds in its goal of limiting
temperature rises to 2 C, around 280 million
people would find their homes underwater,
forecast Climate Central.

A separate World Bank study released late
Sunday said there could be “more than 100 mil-
lion additional people in poverty by 2030” if
action was not taken to stem climate change.
“The poor are more vulnerable to climate-relat-
ed shocks than wealthier people,” said the
report, urging “strong action” from leaders and
diplomats at the Paris summit. French Foreign
Minister Laurent Fabius, who is hosting the
meeting, issued his own dire warnings as minis-
ters gathered in the French capital for eleventh-
hour negotiations.  “It is life on our planet itself
which is at stake,” Fabius told journalists as min-
isters and climate envoys from 70 countries met
for pre-summit talks to iron out tough political
questions. With the key UN conference just three
weeks away, Fabius also announced Russia’s
President Vladimir Putin would attend the

November 30 opening.  Russia, a major oil pro-
ducer, is seen as a deal-maker or -breaker in the
years-long attempt to negotiate the world’s first
truly universal pact to curb climate-altering
greenhouse gas emissions. “There is absolute
urgency,” said Fabius, to achieve the UN goal of
limiting global warming to two degrees Celsius
(3.6 degrees Fahrenheit) over pre-Industrial
Revolution levels. The UN’s climate science panel
has warned of an average temperature rise of
“four, five, six degrees, if we do not act extremely
quickly,” he said.  “This would have catastrophic
consequences because there would be
drought... and colossal migration problems,
including problems of war and peace.”

Pre-COP 
Ministers are aiming to ink a global deal to

prevent worst-case-scenario warming at the end
of the November 30-December 11 Conference
of Parties (COP21) in Paris. It will be opened by
UN chief Ban Ki-moon and some 100 heads of
state and government including US President
Barack Obama, China’s Xi Jinping, Narendra
Modi of India-and now also Putin. The three-day
ministerial “pre-COP” from Sunday to Tuesday
must seek political convergence on key issues
still dividing nations, to avoid a repeat of the
2009 Copenhagen summit which ended with-
out a binding global pact.  The Paris agreement
will be underpinned by national pledges to curb
greenhouse gas emissions from burning coal, oil
and gas-the best way to slow climate change.
But the UN this week issued a fresh warning that
pledges submitted to date set the stage for
warming of closer to 3 C, or more. —AFP

‘Catastrophe’ warnings as 
climate talks enter final stretch

PARIS, France : French Foreign minister Laurent Fabius (center) shakes hands with
Saudi Arabia’s Oil Minister Ali Al-Naimi (right) during a meeting, in Paris, ahead of
the 21st Session of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (COP21/CMP11), also known as “Paris 2015” from
November 30 to December 11. — AFP


