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Human skulls or ‘natitas’ crowned with flowers are surrounded by offerings of coca leaves, flower petals and cigarettes, outside the Cementerio General chapel during the Natitas Festival, in La Paz, Bolivia, Sunday. Although some natitas have
been handed down through generations, many are from unnamed, abandoned graves that are cared for and decorated by faithful who use them as amulets believing they serve as protection. The tradition marks the end of the Catholic All Saints
holiday, but is not recognized by the Catholic church. — AP

Works by Amedeo Modigliani, Roy Lichtenstein and
Paul Gauguin are poised to set artist auction records
in a curated auction at Christie’s. The centerpiece of

yesterday’s sale is Modigliani’s “Reclining Nude,” which the
auction house estimates will fetch in excess of $100 million.
Considered one of his best known works, the 1917-1918
painting nearly created a scandal when it was first exhibited in
Paris. The auction record for a Modigliani now stands at $71
million.

A Lichtenstein work not seen on the market for 20 years
also is on tap. “Nurse,” which has a stellar exhibition and prove-
nance history, is estimated to bring $80 million, exceeding the
auction record for the pop artist of $56 million. Impressionist,
modern and contemporary art by well-known artists “do not
require a tremendous amount of aesthetic or intellectual risk
on the part of the collector,” said Sarah Lichtman, assistant
professor of design history at Parson School of Design. “They
are beautiful paintings - some even exceptional as is the
Modigliani - but they are tried and true.”

Christie’s expects to sell at least $1 billion of art over a
series of evening, day and online sales this week.” There is
clearly good appetite among collectors for exceptional works
of art offered with appropriate estimates,” said Brook Hazelton,
president of the Americas for Christie’s. “This is a very broad
and globally diverse market at the moment, with strong inter-
est in paintings, sculpture and works on paper from the
$10,000 level straight up to multimillion-dollar masterpieces
at the top end.” Spirited bidding also is expected for two major
works by Gaugin from his Tahiti period.

“Therese,” a carved wooden figure of a Tahitian female,
could set an auction record for a sculpture by the artist if it
sells for its presale estimate of $18 million to $25 million.

The other Gauguin, “Young Man with a Flower,” is a paint-
ing of a Tahitian youth wearing a white shirt, loose cravat and
a white blossom tucked behind his ear. Christie’s estimates it
could bring $12 million to $18 million. The portrait’s first own-
er was Henri Matisse, who paid 200 francs for it in 1900. Later
owners included John Quinn and Lillie Bliss, one of the origi-
nal founders of the Museum of Modern Art in New York.

The current auction record for a Gauguin painting is $40.3
million. Among other highlights of “The Artist’s Muse” sale is
Pablo Picasso’s “Man with a Sword,” a self-portrait of the artist
as a musketeer created in 1969 and estimated to bring as

much $25 million. Christie’s said interest in Picasso’s late peri-
od musketeer portraits has grown dramatically in recent years.
Also of interest are two works by Lucian Freud.

“Naked Portrait on a Red Sofa” is a portrait of the artist’s
daughter, the fashion designer Bella Freud. Its pre-sale esti-
mate is $20 million to $30 million. One of a series of portraits
of his daughters, it is the first time it’s being offered at auction.
Today, Christie’s is offering Freud’s “Brigadier,” a portrait of
Andrew Parker Bowles, the former husband of Camilla Parker-
Bowles, now the wife of Prince Charles. It was on view at the
2012 retrospective of the artist at the National Portrait Gallery
in London and portrays the career soldier wearing his sumptu-
ous army brigadier uniform. It’s estimated to sell for around
$30 million.

Today’s post-war and contemporary art sale also has a
mammoth bronze “Spider” sculpture by Louise Bourgeois, esti-
mated at $25 million to $35 million. If realized, that price
would exceed the artist’s current auction record of $10.7 mil-
lion and set a record for a sculpture by a female artist. — AP

Nigerian bags World
Scrabble title, in 
first for Africa

Cowboy-hat wearing Wellington Jighere from Nigeria
crushed his English opponent 4 - 0 at the World
Scrabble Championship in Australia to become first

African to bag the word game’s global title. Jighere was
among more than 120 competitors who travelled to Perth
for the World English-language Scrabble Players’
Association Championship, which culminated in Sunday’s
best-of-seven final against England’s Lewis Mackay. “He had
to battle for four days to emerge on top but once he got
there-maybe he was a little fresher, or got a bit of luck-
everything fell into place for him and he won four-nil,”
Adam Kretschmer, one of the organizers of the event, told
AFP of Jighere’s effort.

The Nigerian used such high-scoring words as “fahlores”,
“avouched” and “mentored” as he puzzled his way to victo-
ry. “It is the first time that an African has won in these world
championships,” Jighere told The Guardian after the win.
But he conceded that: “Nigel is still the master. It just hap-
pens that today was my day.”

It was a reference to New Zealander Nigel Richards who
dominates English-language Scrabble, with three world
championships, five North American titles and 11 wins at
the prestigious King’s Cup in Thailand, sponsored by the
Thai royal family. Richards stunned the francophone world
in July when he also won the game’s French version even
though he doesn’t speak the language and only spent nine
weeks studying the official Scrabble dictionary. A trained
engineer, Richards reportedly began playing Scrabble at 28
at the request of his mother, who was frustrated that his
photographic memory was making their card games too
one-sided.

But he proved dazzling at the word game, even though
he favored mathematics at school and was never much of
an English student. A rival New Zealand Scrabbler once said
Richards was “like a computer with a big ginger beard”,
while Malaysian tournament organizer Michael Tang has
called him “the Tiger Woods of Scrabble”. On Facebook,
Jighere admitted that the Perth tournament-in which each
player had played 32 games over four days before the final-
ists were decided-had been exhausting. “I really must
endeavor to rest now,” he posted late Sunday. “I’ve not slept
well in about a week. The fact that I was able to perform in
spite of the sleeplessness still baffles me. It only goes to
prove that God was deeply involved in this matter.” — AFP

Christie’s auctions poised 

to set various artist records 

Andy Warhol’s ‘Blue Jackie,’ right, and Roy Lichtenstein’s
‘Interior with Yves Klein Sculpture,’ left, are among master
works being installed.

Roy Lichtenstein’s ‘Nurse,’ left, and Chuck Close’s dual
paintings ‘Leslie and Self Portrait,’ right, are among master
works installed.

Paul Gauguin’s “Jeune Homme a la Fleur” is installed.
Lucian Freud’s “The Brigadier” is shown installed.

Alberto Giacometti’s sculpture ‘Homme au
Blouson,’ is profiled against Roy
Lichtenstein’s ‘Nurse.’

Alberto Giacometti’s sculpture ‘Homme au
Blouson,’ is profiled against Roy
Lichtenstein’s ‘Nurse.’

Alberto Giacometti’s sculpture ‘Femme Debout,’ left, and Andy Warhol’s ‘Gun.’


