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By Attorney Fajer Ahmed

The legal system in Kuwait is more progressed
than people seem to think. Even though the con-
stitution was written more than half a century

ago in 1961, it clearly protects the rights of people by
stating principles like “All people are equal in human
dignity, and in public rights and duties before the law,
without distinction as to race, origin, language or reli-
gion” in Article 29, and also stating clearly in article 35
that “Freedom of belief is absolute.” The list of rights
and freedoms in the Kuwaiti Constitution goes on to
protect our freedom of speech, our right to a free trial
and so on. 

When you read the Constitution you would think
that people living in Kuwait are living a simple life. But
that’s far from the case. For the past two years, ever
since I started writing legal articles for the public, not a
day has passed without me receiving an email seeking
an answer to a complicated legal inquiry, about what
seems to be a simple day-to-day task. Many of these
queries are due simply to a lack of understanding the
law and regulations. Sadly, the large English-speaking
community in Kuwait has no direct access to the legis-
lation and rules in simple English writing. 

This, in return, has made them vulnerable, compli-
cating their visa status, their relationships with their
landlord, employer and other entities in Kuwait. This is
why I am ecstatic to be writing for the Kuwait Times. I
hope to answer all the most pressing questions regard-
ing legal matters and create a real awareness about the
law and readers’ legal rights written in a manner that is
accessible and understandable to everyone.

Although I won’t be able to answer all the questions
that I receive, I promise to help everyone in any way
that I can. I will also answer the most common ques-
tions publicly so that the most amount of people could
benefit. 

Please email me at ask@fajerthelawyer.com if you
have any legal questions or concerns that you would
like answered. 

LEGALESE

Understanding
Kuwait’s Laws

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti Professional Qualifications Department
recently finished setting tests for around 24 professions operat-
ing in the local labor market, and submitted the tests and condi-
tions to Minister of Social Affairs and Labor Hind Al-Subaih for
approval. 

According to the new testing system, laborers working in the
specified professions would not be given access to the Kuwaiti
labor market unless they pass the tests that are to include, gener-
al turners, vehicle mechanics, professional chefs, building
painters, welders, electricity technicians, ventilation systems
maintenance mechanics, automobile air conditioning techni-
cians, assistant A/C technicians, assistant central A/C technicians,
general pharmacists, X-ray technicians, medical lab technicians,
nursing technicians, head nurses, aluminum smiths, furniture car-
penters, pipefitters and pesticides technicians. 

‘Chabreet Seyassi’
Security forces recently arrested a blogger who operated a

Twitter account called ‘Chabreet Seyassi 2 (Political Matches 2).
The man happens to be the brother of another blogger who was
arrested on charges of offending His Highness the Amir through
posts made on a Twitter account he operated under the handle
‘Chabreet Seyassi,’ among other charges. The second blogger was
referred to the state security department for investigations with
the same charges his brother is already facing. 

Clinics’ licenses
The Ministry of Health’s Assistant Undersecretary for Private

Medical Services Dr Mohammed Al-Khashti said that minister Dr
Ali Al-Obaidi had met with the Union of Owners of Private
Medical Professions, and discussed increasing the validity of pri-
vate health facilities’ licenses from two to five years. They also dis-
cussed doctors’ transfer within private sector medical facilities
and certificates. Khashti added that the meeting also discussed
issuing unified IDs for all private medical facilities’ staff members
as well as interviewing doctors applying to work in the private
sector.

Mandatory tests
for 24 professions

PARIS: Kuwait’s Ambassador to France
Sami Al-Sulaiman has confirmed that no
Kuwaiti citizens were among victims of
Friday’s attacks in Paris, which left 129 peo-
ple killed and 352 others injured. “The
French authorities have confirmed no
Kuwaiti citizens among the victims of the
Paris attacks,” Sulaiman said in a statement
to KUNA Saturday night.

He said the “Embassy and the French
health authorities were verifying if there
are Kuwaiti citizens among the injured
because of the large number of the wound-
ed who were admitted in many hospitals.”
Sulaiman commended the cooperation
shown by the French authorities with the
embassy.

Meanwhile, the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC) on Saturday condemned
in the strongest terms the multiple shoot-
ing and bomb attacks that hit Paris last
night and left hundreds of casualties. In a
statement, OIC Secretary General Iyad
Ameen Madani conveyed his sincere con-
dolences to the families of the victims as
well as to the Government and people of
France and wished for speedy recovery of
the wounded. He also reaffirmed the OIC’s
unwavering solidarity and support to
France at these critical and painful circum-
stances.

The Secretary General expressed his firm
rejection of any terrorist act that violates
the right to life and try to undermine uni-
versal human values including the values
of freedom and equality that France has
consistently promoted. He reiterated the
OIC’s principled and consistent position in
condemning terrorism in all its forms and

manifestations.

Joint action
In the meantime, Madani called upon all

governments across the world, internation-
al organizations and civil society institu-
tions in all countries to close ranks and
engage in a concerted joint action to com-
bat the scourge of terrorism which has
become the arch enemy of humanity at
large.

In Rabat, the supreme scientific council
of Morocco said the Paris attacks were acts
of terrorism and aggression against inno-
cent life which constitute definitely taboos
in Islam. The synchronized attacks can by
no means be justified as any kind of ‘jihad’
(Islamic holy war), the council said in a ‘fat-
wa’ (religious opinion), explaining the cor-
rect forms of jihad specified by Muslim
scholars and jurisprudents. The council, the
highest religious advice giving body in the
kingdom of Morocco, issued this fatwa in
response to controversy over the attacks
and the attempts of some people to link
the attacks to jihad. 

In Paris,  the French Council of the
Muslim Faith (CFCM) denounced as “outra-
geous and heinous” the attacks reportedly
carried out by the Islamic State (IS). The
council called on the whole nation to stand
united and demonstrate solidarity in the
face of the current challenge, and asked
the French Muslims to pray for the country
to overcome the current catastrophe.

Inhuman
Meanwhile, the Dutch Muslim organiza-

tions condemned the terror attacks in Paris

as “barbaric, cowardly and inhuman,” Dutch
media reported. A statement issued by the
umbrella group CMO (Contact Body for
Muslims) said The Dutch Muslim communi-
ty is grief-stricken and feels deeply for all
the victims and the people of France.

The Dutch Moroccan Mosque
Association said it was deeply shocked by
the attacks. “Islam teaches us that those

who kill a man, have killed all mankind, “ it
said in a statement. “We will continue to
work with all Europeans who support
democracy and the rule of law to combat
violence and hatred, no matter who the
messenger is,” it added. An estimated one
million Muslims, mainly from Morocco and
Turkey, live in the Netherlands which has a
population of 17 million. —KUNA

No Kuwaitis among Paris attacks’ victims: Envoy

KUWAIT: A Kuwaiti man reads yesterday’s issue of Kuwait Times, which bears a head-
line of the deadly Paris attack that left more than 120 people dead, at his office in
Kuwait City. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: Following the great success
achieved in the three previous cycles
of  Horeca Kuwait,  Farm Land
Company, the exclusive supplier of
the President brand in Kuwait,
announced its participation as a gold-
en sponsor in the Horeca 2016 exhibi-
tion, to be organized by Leaders
Group in collaboration with
Hospitality Services Company. The
event takes place at Badriya Ballroom
at Jumeirah Messilah Beach Hotel and
Spa in the period of January 18-19,
2016, under the patronage of Minister
of Information and State Minister of
Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-
Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah.

Farm Land also stressed that the
Horeca Kuwait exhibition was unique
in contributing to developing hospi-
tality, catering and hotel require-
ments’ sectors, which are the compa-
ny’s basic concern as one of the main
providers of such services both locally
and regionally. 

Antoine Obaid, Farm Land’s
General Manager, said that Horeca
had been steadily moving forward
towards scientifically developing hos-
pitality sectors with the help of a
group of experts and specialists. He
added that Farm Land was a unique
trade mark launched in Kuwait and
expanded to Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) countries and others
worldwide, reiterating the company’s
keenness on quality control at its fac-
tories before products reach con-
sumers. 

Obaid also stressed that Farm Land
was keen on achieving constant
development to maintain the trust of

its customers, adding that President
Company provides international
products used in making the most
delicious dishes such as Galbbani
fresh Italian Mozzarella, the French
Valbreso goat cheese, Societe,
Maclarand  and Lactel.  Finally, Obaid
stressed that Farm Land would com-
pete in the cooking competitions
held at Horeca 2016 as it represents a
great challenge to serve new dishes
that fully observe nutritional stan-
dards.

Al-Zad Group
Separately, Al-Zad Trading Group

announced its intention to partici-
pate in sponsoring the event as a sil-
ver sponsor for the fourth year in a
row, saying in press statement that
the decision comes in line with the
ideal environment the exhibition pro-
vides in the line of hotel, hospitality
industry and catering equipment

services. Al-Zad’s CEO Abdullah Al-
Nafisi stressed that the Horeca exhibi-
tion had proved the significance of
specialized exhibitions in promoting
trade exchange amongst companies,
as well as highlighting this vital line
that is closely related to the develop-
ment and housing projects as well as
touristic plans Kuwait was currently
working on executing. He added that
the exhibition would be the largest
gathering of specialized people
under one roof. 

Speaking about his group, Nafisi
said that Al-Zad Group was estab-
lished in 1994, and it later became
one of Kuwait’s largest suppliers to
the hotels, restaurants and catering
companies. He added that it was
established by a number of hotel
owners. He added that Al-Zad provid-
ed high quality food products and is
an exclusive agent of many interna-
tional food brands.

Farm Land, Al-Zad Group
sponsor Horeca 2016

Abdullah Al-Nafisi Antoine Obaid

KUWAIT: Minister of Information
and Minister of State for Youth
Affairs Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-
Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah said
yesterday that Kuwait would partic-
ipate in sports events only when its
flag was raised.

Speaking to reporters following
a National Assembly session, Sheikh
Salman Sabah wondered: “Could
we, Kuwaitis, accept participation in
tournaments and championships
that don’t respect our flag and
State?”

The minister emphasized that
this issue is of paramount signifi-
cance to the Public Authority for
Sports (PAS). He added that efforts
were being exerted to reform and
restructure the sports situation in
general in order to restore Kuwait’s
previous prestigious position and
to regain its sports role.

“We are acting in line with com-
mitments issued through
Legislation No 26/2012 regarding
non-interference in administrative
and technical matters.  Kuwait’s
legal position in this regard is very
clear,” he said.

Asked about the single -vote
mechanism for sports clubs’ elec-
tions, which was recommended by
the parliamentary youth and sports
committee, the minister said: “It’s
just parliamentary jurisprudence,
but, more importantly, we seek to
reorganize the sports situation.”

Asked if the FIFA’s ban on Kuwait
could be lifted, paving the way for

Kuwait to participate in World Cup
and Asian Cup qualifiers, Sheikh
Salman said: “The ball is now in the
court of those who sought to sus-
pend the sports activity. They are
the only persons who can lift the
suspension.” He concluded by reit-
erating the Kuwaiti government’s

refusal to joint sports events under
the umbrella of the Olympic flag.

E-media bill
In other news, Sheikh Salman

delivered the government’s view on
the e -media draft law to the
Education, Culture and Guidance
Affairs Committee at the National
Assembly. Sheikh Salman explained
to the committee’s members the
philosophy behind the bill as well
as the goals, and how it will bridge
a gap in the regulation of Kuwait’s

national media, the minister said in
a press statement.

In addition, the new bill is con-
sidered a support to the Audio-
Visual Media, and Printing and
Publishing Laws, he added. During
the meeting, Sheikh Salman lis-
tened to remarks offered by com-
mittee members on their relevant
efforts, noting that all share the
same trench to serve Kuwait and
back efforts to boost the role of
national media. 

Parliamentary immunity
Separately, the parliamentary

legal and legislative affairs commit-
tee has delayed taking a decision
on the prosecution’s request that
MP Saleh Ashour be stripped of his
parliamentary immunity. The com-
mission rapporteur,  Ahmad Al-
Qudaibi, said it decided to adjourn
taking the decision due MP
Ashour ’s request,  pending his
attendance of the next committee
meeting. Meanwhile,  it  recom-
mended lifting MP Nabil Al-Fadhl’s
immunity but rejected such meas-
ure against MP Abdullah Al-
Maayouf.

Al-Qudaibi told reporters after a
committee meeting held at the par-
liament headquarters that it recom-
mended extending the pre-trial
detention duration in criminal cas-
es. It also tackled the issue of the
five percent commission, to be
levied on expatriates’ remit-
tances.— KUNA

Sheikh Salman: Kuwait to join sports
events only when its flag is raised
Govt offers view on e-media to committee

Sheikh Salman 
Al-Humoud Al-Sabah

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: The criminal court yesterday ordered two
ruling family members to pay a KD 2,000 fine each
for illegal possession of weapons and ammunition.
This ruling came in view of the new weapons’ collec-
tion law that offered a grace period to hand over
unlicensed weapons without penalty, before the law
was put into practice. The law includes prison penal-
ties and fines up to KD 10,000. 

Secret visit
Minister of Social Affairs and Labor and Minister of

State for Planning and Development Hind Al-Subaih
yesterday made a sudden secret inspection visit to
the Hawalli labor department without being escort-
ed by any of its ministry ’s senior officials. She
checked work progress, went directly to the appli-
cants’ waiting room and listened to complaints of
people there, said informed sources. The sources
added that minister was surprised to find out that
the department was understaffed compared to the
number of applicants. Further, the sources said that
after touring the building, Subaih visited the
Manpower Public Authority where she met with
Acting Director Ahmad Al-Moussa and recommend-
ed immediate measures to end staff shortages in var-
ious labor departments. 

Royals sentenced
for weapons
possession

Man arrested
for stealing

KD 70,000
worth of gifts

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Capital department detectives arrested a security
guard on charges of stealing goods worth KD 70,000 from
a warehouse of a company that operates gift shops. The
suspect, identified as Abu Asoor Mohammad Mohammad
Ibrahim, Egyptian, was identified and arrested following
investigations carried out after the company’s lawyer
reported the theft. The man explained during investiga-
tions that he had been stealing the goods for nine months,
adding that he sold some items at certain shops where
police later went and located valuable pens, bags and
clothes reported stolen.

Forgery
Residency affairs department’s detectives arrested three

men for forging a company’s Memorandum of Association
(MoA). The arrest came after detectives received informa-
tion about the forgery, and the suspects admitted follow-
ing their arrests that they forged the MoA and a rent
receipt on the company’s name. One of the suspects had
drugs and liquor with his possession when he was arrested,
and officers found out that he was convicted of forgery
charges before.

KUWAIT: The suspect is pictured with the stolen items
in this handout photo.

Office warns
Kuwaitis of storms,

floods in Britain
LONDON: The Kuwait’s cultural office in London urged on
Saturday all Kuwaiti students and citizens in northern Britain
to be vigilant and cautious due to bad weather that may lead
to strong storms and floods. In a statement to KUNA, Dr Fozan
Al-Fares, head of the office, called on all Kuwaitis not to visit
areas close to the sea especially in Scotland. He advised them
to be cautious and to avoid the gathering places in London
after the government had declared that tight security meas-
ures will be imposed at all airports, ports, train stations and
the gathering places. He asked the Kuwaitis in Britain to dial
the following phone number in case of emergency; (+44)
02075903400, saying the consulate is working 24 hours to
help the Kuwaiti citizens. — KUNA


