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ANTALYA, Turkey: European Commission President
Jean-Claude Juncker firmly defended yesterday the
EU’s hotly-contested plan to redistribute refugees
across Europe despite calls by Poland to scrap the
scheme after the deadly attacks in Paris.

The EU’s eastern-most members have been furious
over the redistribution plan agreed in October, calling
instead for a stronger EU outer-border, but Juncker
warned against using the tragedy in Paris as means to
roll it back.

“I would like to invite those in Europe who are trying
to change the migration agenda we have adopted... to
be serious about this and not to give in to these basic
reactions. I don’t like it,” Juncker told reporters on the
sidelines of the G20 leaders’ meeting in Antalya, Turkey.

The fresh criticism of the plan emerged after offi-
cials in Greece said a Syrian passport found at the scene
of the mass shooting in a Paris concert hall belonged to
an asylum seeker who registered on a Greek island in
October. Greek police did not rule out that the passport
had changed hands before the attacks. Poland’s incom-
ing European Affairs Minister Konrad Szymanski led the
charge against the EU saying that Warsaw no longer
considered the plan as a “political possibility” in the
light of the Paris attacks.

But Juncker said that “those who organised, who
perpetrated the attacks are the very same people who
the refugees are fleeing and not the opposite.” “And so
there is no need for an overall review of the European

policy on refugees,” Juncker said. The policy is also
staunchly defended by Germany, which urged against
any over-reaction after the events in Paris, as it deals
with consequences of absorbing an expected one mil-
lion asylum seekers this year.

“I would like to make this urgent plea to avoid draw-
ing such swift links to the situation surrounding
refugees,” Interior Minister Thomas de Maiziere said in
Germany on Saturday. Carefully shielding a lit candle
against the cold pouring rain, Syrian refugee Ghaled,
22, had come to the French embassy in Berlin to pay
tribute to victims of the Paris attacks.

“We are with them right now, just to help them with
this crisis. What’s happening to them is happening
every day in Syria, 100 times per day for five years, so
we know what that means,” he told AFP.  Ghaled was a
student in dentistry in Damascus, but decided to leave
the Syrian capital after seeing no end to the violence
engulfing his homeland. Like tens of thousands of his
fellow countrymen, he first risked his life crossing the
Mediterranean in an inflatable boat, before trekking for
17 days to get to Germany five months ago.

But just as he began looking forward to rebuilding
his life with German language classes which he hopes
would help him return to dentistry school one day,
Friday’s attacks that killed 129 people in Paris have
raised fears of a backlash in Europe. French police’s dis-
covery of a Syrian passport near the body of one
attacker in particular has sparked concerns that some

of the assailants might have entered Europe as part of
the huge influx of people fleeing Syria’s civil war.

“It’s a problem,” said Ghaled, who urged against vic-
timizing his countrymen, saying the attackers “are not
Syrians” and that the passport link was simply make-
believe.

“I think it’s a big lie because all the area is destroyed,
and just the passport is still ok? That’s silly, really silly,” he
said, suggesting that the passport was either fake or
had been planted “because they hate refugees... so
many people hate Syrians”.  Another Syrian refugee,
William, 24, who had also arrived in Germany five
months ago, was equally anxious. “Many news speak
about Syrians, police find Syrian passport. Of course I’m
worried. It’s not good,” said the 24-year-old tourism stu-
dent from the northern town of Hama.

“Syrians are not terrorists. we need life and peace for
work,” he said, adding that he wanted to return home
once the war is over. Mouhanad Dawood, who had
reached the EU through Italy before eventually seeking
asylum in Germany 11 months ago, said his host coun-
try has been “very welcoming”.

“People here understand not everyone are terror-
ists, a lot of people are running from terrorists, especial-
ly from IS,” said the trained architect.

But he conceded that he was “a little bit” afraid that
attitudes could change. “I have my family here now, I
want to start my life here.” To those who have doubts
about Syrians after the French attacks, Dawood said: “A
terrorist is a terrorist. It doesn’t matter where they come
from.” In Germany, where a debate had already been
raging before Paris attacks over the influx of asylum
seekers expected to top a million this year, Interior
Minister Thomas de Maiziere came out quickly to
counter any attempt at drawing a link between terror-
ists and migrants.

“I would like to make this urgent plea to avoid draw-
ing such swift links to the situation surrounding
refugees,” de Maiziere said on Saturday following a crisis
cabinet meeting. He said authorities would watch far-
right extremists closely, noting there have already been
in recent months “appalling scales of attacks against
asylum seekers and asylum seeker shelters”. Yesterday,
the interior minister confirmed that security would be
stepped up at asylum seeker shelters.

‘Bombs falling like rain’ 
The anxiety was also palpable on social media

among asylum seekers in Europe.
“Will yesterday night’s attacks in Paris affect our lives

as refugees?” asked one user on “Bus Stop for the Lost
Ones”, a Facebook page that is extremely popular
among Arabic-speaking migrants taking the Balkan
route to Europe. “Of course,” replies another member.

“Curse the guy who blew himself up... Did he have
to take his passport with him? He should have put it
away somewhere and gone to hell,” wrote Jalal Abazid
on Facebook, a Syrian refugee in Germany. —  AFP
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PARIS: A French police officer patrols at the Sacre Coeur basilica in Paris yesterday. — AP

PARIS: The attackers worked in three synchro-
nized teams, wearing matching suicide vests
and carrying the same weapons. In an excruci-
ating half-hour, they unleashed their terror.

One suicide bombing after another at the
national stadium, sprays of gunfire in the
crowded restaurants and streets of central
Paris, and finally a hostage standoff that
drenched a 19th-century dance hall with the
blood of dozens of young people out for a
night of rock music. Paris prosecutor Francois
Molins said three suicide attackers died near
the stadium, three in the concert hall, and one
further south on the same boulevard.

Here is how it happened, based on
accounts from French authorities and wit-
nesses.

9 p.m.
Kickoff of the France-Germany soccer

match at the French national stadium and the
beginning of the rock show at the Bataclan
concert hall. Both packed with fans, the match
includes French President Francois Hollande
among spectators. In the audience at the
Eagles of Death Metal show is the sister of
French striker Antoine Griezmann, who start-
ed in Friday night’s game.

9:20 p.m.
A man with a Syrian passport and an

explosives vest blows himself up at Gate D of
the stadium, killing himself and a bystander.
The match continues.

9:25 p.m.
Gunmen in a black rented Seat Leon open

fire on a bar and a restaurant - Le Carillon and
Petit Cambodge - killing 15 people and leav-
ing more than 100 shell casings of different
calibers, including 7.62 mm, strewn at the
scene. When the shooting starts, Emilio
Macchia, an Italian book designer visiting for a
publishing fair, starts to run from the Carillon.
“A girl opened the door to her building and let
us in. We hid inside with 10 or 15 other peo-
ple. I still remember one girl, she said she’d
seen one huge man shooting. That’s when I
realized it was a terror attack.”

9:30 p.m.
A second suicide bomber approaches

Gate H of the stadium, blowing himself up but
claiming no other victims.

9:32 p.m.
Gunmen in a rented Seat Leon open fire

on a La Bonne Biere bar on La Fontaine au Roi
street, just around the corner from the restau-
rant shootings. Five people are killed. About a
hundred shells are left on the ground of differ-
ent caliber, including again 7.62 mm.

9:36 p.m.
Hollande presses the cell phone to his ear

inside the glass-lined booth overlooking the
soccer field, absorbing the horror tearing into
the French capital for the second time this
year. The digital clock above him ticks away
the seconds in red: 21:36:49.

Just then, gunmen in a black Seat car
attack Charonne street, killing 19 people.
Sebastien Jagreau, a witness who arrives
shortly afterward, says the bodies of the dead

and wounded were sprawled on tables and
the ground. “We saw a lady on the first table. I
thought she had bump and then we realized
it was a bullet in her head and not a bump.
She was stretched on the table with her beer
next to her. Then I see a guy crying because
his wife was dead. Then we go on and we real-
ize we are in the middle of a pond of blood.”
Again, about 100 shell casings are left on the
ground, including 7.62 mm.

9:40 p.m.
A black Volkswagen Polo parks outside the

Bataclan concert hall on Boulevard Voltaire,
and three people emerge, opening fire as they
enter the packed venue. Eagles of Death Metal
is several songs into their show and playing to
a full house. The attackers enter, apparently
unnoticed over the loud music, armed with
automatic weapons, their bodies wired with
explosives.

Among the hostage-takers is a Frenchman,
one week shy of his 30th birthday, convicted
eight times between 2004 and 2010 for minor
crimes and flagged for ties to Islamic radicals.
In a brief communication with security forces,
the hostage-takers invoke Syria and Iraq. As
shots ring out, people escape from side doors
of the venue, some dragging bodies with
them. One woman clings to a second-story
window, trying to get out of the line of fire.
Among those to escape is Griezmann’s sister.

At that moment, a suicide bomber deto-
nates his vest further down Boulevard Voltaire.
The bomber is the only victim.

9:53 p.m.
A suicide attacker about 400 meters (yards)

from the stadium detonates his vest, identical
to those of the others with TATP explosives. No
one else is killed. 

12:20 a.m.
Security forces storm the Bataclan. Two of

the attackers detonate their suicide vests; a third
is shot by law enforcement and the vest
explodes. Eighty-nine people are killed, and
many remain critically injured. Philippe Juvin, an
emergency room doctor at the Georges
Pompidou hospital, said he has never had to
care for so many victims at once. “The majority
were gunshot wounds inflicted with weapons of
war, of high caliber, in the thorax, the abdomen,
their legs and arms. Also, the psychological trau-
ma. The people that witness these kinds of
events are deeply affected, even if some may
not be physically injured, it hurts their soul. That
is why we had a psychiatrist with us.” — AP
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PARIS: Women comfort each other as they gather with others at a memo-
rial site yesterday outside of the La Belle Equipe, in the 11th district of
Paris, for victims of the November 13 attacks in Paris. — AFP

How a night of horror washes Paris in blood

PARIS: Imam of one of the Nimes Mosque, Hocine Drouiche (2nd R), French author
Marek Halter (L), Imam of the Drancy Mosque, Hassene Chalghoumi (C) and repre-
sentative of the Jewish community gather at a makeshift memorial near the Bataclan
concert hall in Paris yesterday. — AFP

PARIS: Even as airlines operated a normal sched-
ule of flights into and out of Paris on Saturday,
travelers with future plans to visit the French cap-
ital reconsidered their options after a series of ter-
ror attacks. Some quickly canceled their tickets, a
worrisome sign for the travel and tourism indus-
tries.

Joe Nardozzi, a 31-year-old New York invest-
ment banker, and his wife won’t be taking the
wedding-anniversary trip they planned later this
month.

“I have no interest in losing my life over a trip
to Paris,” he said. Travel agents said some clients
called to cancel trips, and one advocacy group for
business travelers predicted that corporations
would let frightened employees do the same. On
Friday night, terrorists with guns and suicide
vests carried out coordinated attacks across Paris
that left at least 129 people dead and more than
350 injured. The targets, including a cafe and a
concert hall, were the types of places that travel-
ers on a vacation or business trip might visit. The
Islamic State group claimed responsibility for the
attacks.

Decisions by companies and leisure travelers
could hinge on whether the Paris attacks are seen
as a one-time event or the vanguard of a
stepped-up campaign by Islamic radicals. Islamic
State, the group fighting in Syria and Iraq, also
claimed last month that it bombed a Russian pas-
senger jet over Egypt’s Sinai Peninsula, although
investigators have not determined the cause of
the crash that killed 224 people.

High tensions after the attacks could be seen
at airports across Europe on Saturday.

Threats
A Paris-bound Air France jet was evacuated at

Amsterdam’s Schiphol Airport after authorities
received a threatening tweet. A terminal at
London’s Gatwick Airport was shut down for
hours after a man was seen throwing away what
looked like a gun. Air France said it would operate
all upcoming flights to and from France but that
delays were expected because of increased secu-
rity at airports, including Paris’ Charles de Gaulle
Airport.

US authorities said that they had nothing to
add to Friday’s comment by Homeland Security
Secretary Jeh Johnson that officials didn’t know
of any specific or credible terror threats against
the United States.

United Airlines and Delta Air Lines said that all
their flights between the US and Paris operated
on Saturday. American Airlines said all its flights
would run too except a Paris-to-Dallas flight - that
plane remained in Dallas when the Paris-bound

leg was canceled Friday night.
Delta spokesman Anthony Black said flights

to and from Paris were full. Still, some Americans
canceled upcoming trips after seeing coverage of
the terror on Paris streets.

Blake Fleetwood, president of New York-
based Cook Travel, said about 10 customers out
of the roughly 30 with trips booked to Paris told
him they want to cancel. He and his wife might
do the same next month. “It’s a terrible situation,”
Fleetwood said. “It’s going to hurt the travel
industry, the hotels, the airlines, the restaurants.”

Kevin Mitchell, who runs an advocacy group
called the Business Travel Coalition, expects some
worried corporate travelers to cancel trips to
Europe.

“These companies have to continue to do
business,” he said, “but for some period of time
they’ll give employees a lot of leeway about trav-
eling to Europe and Paris in particular.”

Scary
It’s not just Western visitors who might avoid

Paris after the attacks. Egyptian college graduate
Aya Sayed has always dreamed of strolling the
streets of the City of Light.

“I would be too afraid to go because I don’t
want to be mistreated because of my headscarf
or ethnicity,” she said. “Who knows what they
might do to us now?” Consumers with travel
insurance that includes terrorism coverage can
probably recover the cost of a trip to Paris,
according to Squaremouth, a policy-comparison
website. But even policies that cover terrorism
may only apply to trips scheduled in the next
week or month and might not apply to travel in
other parts of France or Europe more broadly, a
company spokeswoman said.

Wendy Perrin, who writes about consumer
topics for TripAdvisor, encouraged people to
keep traveling in a post on her Facebook page.
“The answer is not to stop traveling ... The answer
is to keep traveling, to make friends around the
world, to be a thoughtful ambassador for your
country,” she wrote.

Even travelers who go to Paris are likely to be
in a less celebratory mood. On Saturday, the Eiffel
Tower, the Louvre and other must-see attractions
were closed until further notice, and the mood in 

the city was changed. Toronto residents Mark
Hutchison and Ashleigh Marshall planned a big
night out during a Paris stopover on their trip
back home from Tanzania - “go to a restaurant, go
to a bar, have a glass of wine,” Hutchison said.
Instead, they decided to hunker down in their
hotel with a bottle of wine once the sun went
down Saturday evening. — AP

Paris air travel proceeds, but 
some cancel future visits

PARIS: The suicide vests used by Friday’s
attackers in Paris-a first in France-were made
by a highly skilled professional who could still
be at large in Europe, intelligence and securi-
ty experts say.

All seven of the militants wore identical
explosive vests and did not hesitate to blow
themselves up-a worrying change of tactic
for jihadists targeting France. Unlike the
attacks in London in 2005 where the
bombers’ explosives were stored in back-
packs, Friday’s attackers used the sort of sui-
cide vests normally associated with bomb-
ings in the Middle East.

“Suicide vests require a munitions special-
ist. To make a reliable and effective explosive
is not something anyone can do,” a former
French intelligence chief told AFP, speaking
on condition of anonymity. “A munitions spe-
cialist is someone who is used to handling
explosives, who  knows how to make them,
to arrange them in a way that the belt or vest
is not so unwieldy that the person can’t
move,” he added. “And it must also not blow
up by accident.”

French authorities say the vests appeared
to have been made with TATP, or acetone per-
oxyde, that is easy for amateurs to make at
home but is highly unstable.  The vests also
included a battery, a detonation button and
shrapnel to maximize injuries. “They didn’t
bring these vests from Syria: the more you
shake these things, the more you multiply

the risks,” said the former intelligence chief.
“It’s very likely he is here, in France or

Europe, one or several guys who have come
back from jihadist areas and who learned
over there.”

‘Not cannon fodder’
Three specialists contacted by AFP said it

was probable the vests were made by some-
one outside the group that carried out the
attacks.  “The explosive specialist is too pre-
cious. He never participates in attacks,” said
Alain Chouet, a former director at France’s
DGSE external intelligence agency. 

“So he’s around, somewhere.” “The bomb-
maker is not cannon fodder,” added Pierre
Martinet, another former DGSE official who
now works in corporate security. 

“He’s there to make more suicide vests
and allow other guys to carry out actions.”

Making a vest is extremely complicated.
“It can’t be done in a couple of days,” said the
former intelligence chief. “It takes weeks of
training, and you have to work under the
watch of a ‘master’. It’s meticulous work.”

On the eve of the UN global climate con-
ference in the northern suburbs of Paris later
this month, followed by New Year’s celebra-
tions and next year’s Euro 2016 football
championships, concerns are high. “It’s
extremely worrying,” said the retired intelli-
gence chief who asked not to be named. 

“Every service is on tenterhooks.” — AFP

Paris suicide vests mark change 
of tactics and new threat


