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MANILA: US President Barack Obama is set to chal-
lenge China when Asia-Pacific leaders gather in the
Philippines this week, speaking out on a territorial row
and lobbying to set pro-American trade rules. Chinese
President Xi Jinping will also be in Manila for the Asia-
Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) summit, an annu-
al event that is meant to forge unity on free trade with-
in the region.

But this year’s meeting risks becoming entangled in
various US-China power struggles, including over the
South China Sea where Chinese island building in dis-
puted waters has caused alarm in the United States and
with its Asian allies.

The global menace of terrorism will also be an
unwanted talking point after gunmen massacred more
than 120 people in a series of coordinated attacks in
Paris on Friday.

Philippine authorities had already undertaken their
biggest security operation for the summit, which will
gather leaders from 21 Pacific Rim economies on
Wednesday and Thursday, but they vowed after the
French carnage to do even more. While China said it
wanted the summit to focus only on trade, the French
attacks and US attention on the South China Sea
showed this was unrealistic, according to Curtis S. Chin,
a former US ambassador to the Manila-based Asian
Development Bank. 

“One cannot separate the economic and the non-
economic in today’s interconnected world,” Chin, now
an Asia fellow of the Milken Institute, a non-partisan
think-tank, told AFP.

“That’s as true in the battle against ISIS (Islamic State
group) as in the search for a peaceful resolution to the
many territorial disputes with China that haunt devel-
opment in the South China Sea.”

Sovereign rights
China insists it has sovereign rights to nearly all of

the sea, even waters approaching the coasts of its Asian
neighbors. The Philippines, Vietnam, Malaysia, Brunei
and Taiwan have overlapping claims to some of the
waters, which are home to some of the world’s most
important shipping trade routes.

China’s island building in the Spratlys archipelago,
which is close to the Philippines, prompted the US mili-
tary to recently deploy a missile destroyer and B-52
bomber planes to the area.

China had insisted repeatedly in the lead-up to the
summit that the South China Sea dispute was not rele-
vant to the trade talks. But US National Security Advisor

Susan Rice said the dispute would be a “central issue”
during Obama’s three-day trip to the Philippines start-
ing on Tuesday, and a subsequent visit to Malaysia for
another regional summit.

Rice also emphasised Obama would raise the issues
of “maritime security” and “freedom of navigation”,
terms commonly used when referring to the dispute. 

The Philippines, which has hauled China before a
United Nations tribunal over the row, initially promised
to respect that demand.

But in his first press conference as official APEC
spokesperson on Friday, Philippine foreign ministry
spokesman Charles Jose talked at length about China’s
“aggressive” actions in the sea. Jose also said that, while
the issue was not on the official agenda, leaders may
discuss it at their retreat, one of the summit’s key events
where the delegates speak less formally.

Promoting trade deals 
Obama will also use both legs of his Asian trip to

promote the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) mega-
trade deal, which was signed last month by 12 APEC
nations but excludes China. 

On the sidelines of APEC, the leaders of the TPP
nations will meet for the first time since the signing.

“TPP is central to our vision of the region’s future
and our place in it,” Rice said. “(It) is a critical step
towards a high-standard free trade area in Asia and the
Pacific, and our goal of revitalising the open rules-
based economic system that the US has led since World
War II.” China has flagged it will push on with its own
effort to steer regional economic rules with a planned
Free Trade Area of the Asia-Pacific.

“We need to actively work for the establishment of
FTAAP,” Chinese vice commerce minister Wang
Shouwen told a briefing in Beijing. China sought to
champion the FTAAP at last year’s APEC summit, which
it hosted, and Wang promised a report would be
released in Manila on its progress.

APEC members account for 57 percent of the global
economy and 40 percent of the world’s population,
with the diverse grouping including Papua New
Guinea, Peru, Japan and Russia. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin and Indonesia’s
Joko Widodo are the only major leaders of APEC
nations who have said they will not attend. — AFP
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China at APEC summitSYDNEY: Britain’s Prince Charles and
wife Camilla wrapped up their tour of
Australia and New Zealand in Perth yes-
terday, attending a church service with
prayers for victims of the Paris attacks.

The Prince of Wales and The Duchess
of Cornwall, who have been touring
Australia for six days, joined hundreds of
parishioners at St George Cathedral in
Western Australia’s capital in the morn-
ing. Charles on Saturday spoke of the
“total horror” of the Paris attacks as he
led a crowd at a beach barbecue event in
a minute’s silence for the victims.

The heir to the throne, an admirer of
heritage architecture, later officially
opened several 140-year-old state build-
ings near the cathedral, which have been
converted into a hotel, restaurants and
shops. “For quite a large part of my life,

I’ve tried to help find new uses for his-
toric buildings,” he said.

“So many of them convert brilliantly
for other uses, so I’m thrilled to see this
building being put to such wonderful
use.” The couple concluded their visit at
the State War Memorial in Kings Park,
days after attending a Remembrance
Day ceremony in Canberra.

Charles’ time in Australia was marked
by revived debate about whether the
country’s citizens were ready to dump
the monarchy, particularly after staunch
republican Malcolm Turnbull became
prime minister. Turnbull, who ousted fer-
vent royalist Tony Abbott in a party coup
in mid-September, recently removed
knights and dames from Australia’s
national honours system, calling it “not
appropriate” in the modern age. — AFP
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SEOUL: The South Korean government
vowed yesterday to crack down on any
more violent protests, a day after dozens
were arrested during a rally against
labour reforms, the largest street protest
of President Park Geun-hye’s term.
Organizers say they will take to the
streets again on Dec 5.

More than 60,000 people took part in
Saturday’s protest, according to police,
and a group of a few dozen fought with
the police at the front line, trying to
break through barricades of police buses
blocking off downtown Seoul’s main
thoroughfare. Police used water can-

nons to disperse the crowd and sprayed
liquid laced with an irritant found in
chilli  pepper to fight off protesters
swinging metal pipes and sharpened
bamboo sticks.

“The government was fully prepared
to guarantee a lawful and peaceful rally,
but some people came prepared with
illegal equipment such as steel pipes
and conducted a violent protest,” Justice
Minister Kim Hyun-woong told a news
conference. “These activities were a
grave challenge to law and order and
public authority, and they will not be tol-
erated.”

The police arrested 51 people and are
questioning them on various charges
including illegal protest, assaulting
police officers and destroying public
equipment.

The police said about 10 protesters
were injured, including a member of a
militant farm activist group who was
knocked down by a water canon blast.
He was in stable condition after emer-
gency surgery on Sunday, a police offi-
cial said.

Some of the country’s most militant
labor and activist groups were involved
in the protests, including Han Sang-

gyun, the president of the Korean
Confederation of Trade Unions, who is
wanted under a warrant for organizing
previous illegal rallies.

“It was led by some of the most
organised elements- labour, farm, anti-
poverty activists, which was a little dif-
ferent from when there was more public
participation,” said Yu Chang-seon, an
independent political commentator.

Protestors say the labor reforms ben-
efit only the country’s huge family-con-
trolled conglomerates, and make it easi-
er to fire workers. Park, who had left ear-
lier on Saturday for Turkey to take part in

the summit of G20 nations, has seen her
public support ratings fall recently over
a decision to replace privately published
school history textbooks with a govern-
ment version.

The protests do not, however, appear
to pose an immediate threat to Park or
her conservative Saenuri Party, which is
well ahead in opinion polls, scoring 39
percent in a Gallup survey of 1,012 peo-
ple released on Friday, while the largest
opposition party, New Politics Alliance
for Democracy, polled 22 percent.
Parliamentary elections take place next
April. — Reuters

South Korea vows no tolerance after violent protest in Seoul

ANTALYA: Turkey has cancelled a multi-bil-
lion-dollar deal with China to build its first
anti-missile system that had alarmed
Ankara’s allies in NATO, a Turkish official said
yesterday. “The deal was cancelled,” the offi-
cial from Prime Minister Ahmet Davutoglu’s
office told AFP.

“One of the main reasons is that we will
launch our own national missile project,”
added the official. The news came as Turkey
hosted key Western allies including US
President Barack Obama but also Chinese
leader Xi Jinping for the summit of G20 top
economies in the Mediterranean resort of
Antalya. Turkey entered negotiations in 2013
with the China Precision Machinery Export-
Import Corporation (CPMIEC) to finalise a
contract worth $3.4 billion (3 billion euros).

French-Italian consortium Eurosam and
US-listed Raytheon Co had also submitted
offers but the government had prioritised
talks with the Chinese company, which
raised serious concerns over the compatibili-
ty of CPMIEC’s systems with NATO missile

defenses. NATO has said missile systems
within the alliance must be compatible with
each other while calling on Turkey to take

this factor into account. Turkish government
sources said an official announcement was
expected next week. — AFP
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MANILA: Chile President Michelle Bachelet arrives at Manila International Airport yesterday. — AFP

PERTH: Britain’s Prince Charles (C) and his wife Camilla, Duchess of Cornwall (L)
pay their respects with West Australian Premier Colin Barnett (R) at the Flame of
Remembrance during a visit to Kings Park in Perth. — AFP

SHANGHAI: A building near the site of the 2010 Shanghai World Expo is lit up
in the colors of the French national flag to mourn for the victims killed in
Friday’s attacks in Paris,  at a district of Shanghai, China Saturday. —AP

MANILA: Journalists walk past the main entrance of the International Media Center of
the upcoming APEC (Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation) Summit of Leaders which is lit
with the colors of the French national flag in solidarity with the French people following
Friday’s terrorist attacks in Paris yesterday in Manila. — AP

SHANGHAI: Tibet’s exiled spiritual leader, the
Dalai Lama, enjoys strong support in the
United States, Democratic leader Nancy
Pelosi told Chinese officials during a visit this
week to the Himalayan region, while express-
ing concern about human rights there.

Pelosi, a long-time critic of China’s human
rights record, was leading a senior US
Congressional delegation on a rare visit to
Tibet, which China has ruled with an iron fist
since 1950, when it was “peacefully liberated”
by communist forces. The delegation met
senior government officials, including com-
munist party boss Chen Quanguo, Pelosi said
in a statement. “The delegation reiterated the
imperative of respect for religious freedom
and expression in Tibet,” she added.

“We also conveyed to the Chinese govern-
ment officials the strong, bipartisan support
the Dalai Lama enjoys in the Congress of the
United States and among the American peo-
ple.”

The delegation, the first Congressional
delegation Chinese authorities have allowed
to enter Tibet since widespread unrest in
2008, also expressed concern over the recent
arrests and detentions of human rights
lawyers and activists in China. “America has a

responsibility to stand up for human rights at
home and abroad,” said Jim McGovern, the
chairman of a Congress Human Rights
Commission, who accompanied Pelosi.

“Human rights in China, and Tibet in par-
ticular, continue to be an area of grave con-
cern,” he said in a statement. The official Tibet
Daily had said Pelosi praised the huge
changes that had taken place in Tibet and the
hard work of the Chinese government in pro-
tecting religious freedom and cultural prac-
tices. 

China’s Foreign Ministry has described the
Tibet visit, which was not formally
announced ahead of time, as “a normal
exchange between the US and Chinese legis-
latures”.

Rights groups and exiles say China tram-
ples on the cultural and religious rights of
Tibet’s Buddhist people. China denies this,
saying it has brought much needed devel-
opment to what was a backward region.
Pelosi has regularly spoken out about
human rights issues in Tibet and has met
the Dalai Lama, whom Beijing reviles as a
violent separatist. The Nobel peace laureate
says he simply wants real autonomy for
Tibet. — Reuters

US’s Pelosi voiced support for 

Dalai Lama during China visit

N Korea prepares

for possible

missile launch 

SEOUL: North Korea has declared a no-sail zone
off its east coast in a sign it could be preparing a
missile launch, Yonhap news agency reported yes-
terday. The warning covers all movement of ships
from Nov. 11 to Dec. 7 for an area off the North’s
central coast, the agency said, quoting an
unnamed government source.

“We are observing closely whether North Korea
will launch a Scud missile or a new model of ballis-
tic missile because the area under the warning is
quite vast,” a government source was quoted as
saying by Yonhap.

The Scud is a short-range missile initially devel-
oped by the Soviet Union. South Korea’s defence
ministry declined to confirm whether a no-sail
warning had been issued. The prohibited area is
near the eastern port city of Wonsan where leader
Kim Jong Un’s family compounds are located,
according to media reports. The North has previ-
ously declared a no-sail zone without launching a
missile. The country is under UN sanctions for its
previous ballistic missile launches and nuclear
tests. — Reuters

Flood-sparked landslide

kills 16 in China

BEIJING: A landslide that engulfed homes in China killed at
least 16 people, with 21 still missing, as heavy rains brought
misery across a swathe of the country. Photos posted on Sina
Weibo, a Chinese version of Twitter, showed rescue teams
working through the night as they attempted to pull people
from mud and rock that had buried 27 houses in Zhejiang
province.

More than 300 people were evacuated after the landslide,
with 21 additional homes flooded in the wake of the disaster,
which struck on Friday evening, state broadcaster CCTV said.

Meanwhile, the central province of Hunan was hit by the
worst winter flooding in more than 50 years, the official
Xinhua news agency reported, forcing thousands to flee.
About 8,200 people were resettled after their homes were
destroyed in the flooding, according to Xinhua, with more
than 87,000 people affected by the waters, which caused
blackouts and road closures.

The flooding, which has also damaged crops, was the
worst since record keeping began in 1961, provincial weather
authorities said. No casualties have been reported so far.
Floods are likely to continue, with heavy rains expected
through Wednesday, Xinhua said.  Photos circulating online
showed rescue personnel driving boats through village streets
and helping residents escape through their windows. Waters
were more than three metres over the alert level on Friday,
Xinhua said. — AFP


