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LONDON: Novak Djokovic made a flying
start to his bid for a record fourth succes-
sive ATP Tour Finals title as the defending
champion routed Japan’s Kei Nishikori 6-
1, 6-1 yesterday.

Djokovic has arrived at London’s O2
Arena hoping to win the prestigious sea-
son-ending event for a fifth time and in
the process become the first player to lift
the trophy four years in a row.

The world number one showed why
he is the firm favourite to do just that,
demolishing Nishikori in 65 minutes in
the tournament’s opening match to
record his 23rd successive win and his
79th victory in 84 matches this year.

With two more group ties remaining
against six-time champion Roger Federer
and Tomas Berdych, who meet later on
Sunday, Djokovic’s stroll by the banks of
the River Thames was a significant state-
ment of intent to his rivals for the title.
Djokovic has dominated to such an
extent over the last 11 months that the
sport’s big four, previously comprised of
the Serb, Federer, Rafael Nadal and Andy

Murray, has been reduced to a one-man
show. Even by Djokovic’s sky-high stan-
dards, 2015 has been a golden period for
the 10-time Grand Slam winner, who has
cemented his position as the sport’s pre-
eminent force with one of the best single
seasons in the Open era.

The 28-year-old has amassed 10 titles,
including the Australian and US Opens,
Wimbledon and a record six Masters
tournaments. Since losing to Roger
Federer in the Cincinnati final in August,
Djokovic has been unbeatable and
Nishikori never came close to inflicting
his first Tour Finals defeat in 15 matches.

Frustrating 
Just before the match started,

Djokovic and Nishikori joined the capaci-
ty 17,500 crowd in a minute’s silence in
memory of the victims of the horrific
Paris attacks, with the French flag dis-
played on screens above and around the
court. Unaffected by that sombre open-
ing, Djokovic set about dismantling
Nishikori in typically relentless fashion

and landed the first blow with a break in
the second game. Nishikori, ranked
eighth in the world, is making his second
appearance at the Tour Finals after mark-
ing his maiden entry last year with a run
to the last four. He famously enjoyed a
shock win over Djokovic when they met
in the 2014 US Open semi-finals. But the
25-year-old has been unable to build on
that success during a frustrating year that
reached its lowest ebb with an embar-
rassing US Open first round exit.

Djokovic was hardly the ideal oppo-
nent for Nishikori to play himself back
into form and, seeming completely over-
whelmed, he contributed to his own
downfall with a host of unforced errors as
the Serb broke again in the sixth game
before closing out the first set.

Too quick for Nishikori in mind and
deed, Djokovic kept up the pressure and
broke in the first game of the second set.
Djokovic pressed home his advantage
with one more break for a 4-1 lead and
quickly served out his 38th consecutive
indoor match victory. — AFP

Djokovic routs Nishikori in Tour Finals opener

LONDON: Serbia’s Novak Djokovic holds the trophy of the ATP World No 1
Award after it was presented to him following his men’s singles group stage
match against Japan’s Kei Nishikori on day one of the ATP World Tour Finals ten-
nis tournament in London yesterday. Djokovic won the match 6-1, 6-1. —  AFP 

PRAGUE: Maria Sharapova took Russia within
a point of winning the Fed Cup after coming
back from a set down to beat Petra Kvitova in
a tense final rubber in Prague yesterday.  In a
clash of the teams’ number-one players,
Sharapova, the world number four, edged
sixth-ranked Kvitova 3-6, 6-4, 6-2 in two and a
half hours.  Karolina Pliskova is now due to
take on Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova in the day’s
second rubber on the hardcourt of Prague’s
O2 Arena.  Kvitova was 4-6 head-to-head with

Sharapova before Sunday’s rubber after win-
ning their previous encounter in the semi-final
of the W TA Tour Finals last month when
Sharapova had come back from a four-month
pause due to leg and arm problems.

Eager to please the home crowd, a rampant
Kvitova broke Sharapova in game one and
kept her under constant pressure with daring
returns, taking the set with another break as
Sharapova volleyed into the net.  Playing only
her fifth Fed Cup tie, Sharapova, a five-time

Grand Slam winner, regained momentum in
the second set as the 25-year-old Kvitova
seemed to lose concentration.

The 28-year-old Sharapova squandered
two break points in game one but gladly
accepted the next offer four games later.
Kvitova, the left-handed 2011 and 2014
Wimbledon champion, immediately broke her
back to love, then averted two break points in
an epic game seven before losing her serve
once more in game nine, which was enough

for Sharapova to win the set in over an hour.
In the decider, Sharapova broke to go 3-2

on Kvitova’s two consecutive crosscourt back-
hands into the net, then broke again for a
rather comfortable win as Kvitova piled up
errors.

On Saturday, Kvitova came back from a set
down to beat Pavlyuchenkova 2-6, 6-1, 6-1 and
Sharapova then won her first ever meeting
with Pliskova 6-3, 6-4 to put Russia level. If the
score is tied at 2-2 after Sunday’s singles,

Czechs Lucie Safarova and Barbora Strycova
are due to play against Ekaterina Makarova
and Elena Vesnina in the final doubles rubber.

The Czechs are seeking their fourth title in
five years and ninth overall, including five as
Czechoslovakia which went on to split into the
Czech Republic and Slovakia in 1993. Russia,
who are 2-3 head-to-head with the Czechs-
including three ties between the former
Czechoslovakia and the Soviet Union-have
won four titles so far. — AFP

Sharapova beats Kvitova to put Russia ahead

PRAGUE: Maria Sharapova of Russia returns a
ball to Petra Kvitova of Czech Republic during
the International Tennis Federation Fed Cup

final match between Czech Republic and Russia
yesterday in Prague. — AFP 

DALLAS: John Klingberg scored at 3:18 of over-
time, and the Dallas Stars beat the Minnesota Wild
3-2 on Saturday night. Klingberg got a cross-ice
pass from Tyler Seguin and beat Devan Dubnyk for
his fourth of the season. Klingberg and Jamie Benn
each had a goal and an assist for the Stars, who
had all six shots on goal in overtime. First-place
Dallas (14-4-0) has won eight of 10. Minnesota (10-
3-3) had won three in a row.

Rangers 2, Senators 1 (SO)
Defenseman Dan Boyle scored the deciding

goal in a shootout as the New York Rangers
extended their winning streak to eight games with
a 2-1 victory over the Ottawa Senators. Boyle, who
was born in Ottawa, beat Senators goalie Craig
Anderson with a high shot to end the game. New
York’s Chris Kreider opened the scoring in regula-
tion with a power-play goal 2:31 into the first peri-
od when he deflected a shot by Kevin Hayes.
Ottawa defenseman Erik Karlsson tied it up four
minutes later with neither side able to score again.

Bruins 3, Red Wings 1
The Boston Bruins scored three goals in the

second period to produce a 3-1 win over the
Detroit Red Wings. Centers Patrice Bergeron and
David Krejci and defenseman Torey Krug all scored
for Boston. Goaltender Tuukka Rask lost his
shutout bid on a power play goal by left winger
Justin Abdelkader with 13:23 left.

Devils 4, Penguins 0
Goaltender Cory Schneider made 21 saves to

record his first shutout of the season in the New
Jersey Devils’ 4-0 win over the Pittsburgh
Penguins. The shutout was the 18th of Schneider’s
NHL career, and his second against Pittsburgh.
Defenseman David Schlemko, left winger Mike
Cammalleri and right wingers Bobby Farnham and
Lee Stempiak all scored for New Jersey. Jeff Zatkoff
stopped 33 shots for Pittsburgh.

Avalanche 6, Canadiens 1
Center Nathan MacKinnon recorded two goals

and an assist to lead the Colorado Avalanche to a 6-
1 victory over the Montreal Canadiens. Goaltender
Reto Berra stopped 39 shots for Colorado. Mike
Condon stopped only 7 of 11 shots in two periods

before he was replaced in the third period by
Dustin Tokarski, who made 11 saves in relief.

Flyers 3, Hurricanes 2 (OT)
Right winger Jakub Voracek scored 37 seconds

into overtime as the Philadelphia Flyers wiped away
some of their offensive struggles with a late-game
surge to defeat the Carolina Hurricanes. Voracek’s
first goal of the season came on the only shot on
goal in the extra session. The Flyers were stagnant
on offense until the third period, but they found
enough spark to win for only the second time in
their last nine games. Flyers right winger Wayne
Simmonds scored with 3:09 remaining in regulation
to tie the game. Goalie Steve Mason stopped 19
shots.

Blue Jackets 5, Coyotes 2
Center William Karlsson scored his first two

goals of the season to spark the Blue Jackets to a
5-2 win over the Arizona Coyotes and their first
win of the season at home. Boone Jenner, Brandon
Saad and Ryan Johansen also scored for the Blue
Jackets. Goaltender Sergei Bobrovsky made 27
saves.

Rookie left  winger Anthony Duclair  and
defenseman Oliver Ekman-Larsson scored for the
Coyotes, who rallied from an early 2-0 deficit.
Coyotes goaltender Mike Smith allowed two goals
on his first three shots but finished with 16 saves.

Sharks 2, Sabres 1 (OT)
Left winger Patrick Marleau scored 2:59 into

overtime to lead the San Jose Sharks to a 2-1 win
over the Buffalo Sabres. After defenseman Marc-
Edouard Vlasic’s long shot ricocheted off the right
post, Marleau put home the rebound for his fifth
goal of the season. Vlasic scored in regulation for
the Sharks, who got 30 saves from Martin Jones.
Center Ryan O’Reilly scored for the Sabres. Goalie
Chad Johnson made 30 saves.

Maple Leafs 4, Canucks 2
Goaltender James Reimer made 43 saves to

lead the Toronto Maple Leafs to a 4-2 victory over
the Vancouver Canucks. Left winger James van
Riemsdyk,  r ight winger Pierre -Alexandre
Parenteau, center Shawn Matthias and left winger
Joffrey Lupul scored for Toronto. Right winger

Jannik Hansen and left winger Alexandre Burrows
scored for the Canucks. Goaltender Ryan Miller
made 36 saves.

Predators 7, Jets 0
Nashville forward Craig Smith’s three first-peri-

od points -  as many as he had scored in the
Predators’ first 15 games - sparked the Predators to
a 7-0 win over Winnipeg. It was the second seven-
goal game of the season for Nashville, who defeat-
ed Ottawa 7-5 on Tuesday. Smith, who had scored
just three goals this season, had a goal and a pair
of assists as the Predators shelled Jets starting
goalkeeper Michael Hutchinson early. Nashville
took a 3-0 lead just 12 minutes into the game and
led 4-0 after the first period.

Panthers 5, Lightning 4 (SO)
Brandon Pirri  scored the only goal in the

shootout to lead the Florida Panthers to a 5-4 vic-
tory over the Tampa Bay Lightning. Despite giving
up four goals in regulation, Panthers goalie
Roberto Luongo came up big in overtime and
stopped all  three Lightning shooters in the
shootout.

Blackhawks 4, Blues 2
Right winger Patrick Kane’s power-play goal

late in the second period l if ted the Chicago
Blackhawks to a 4-2 win over the St. Louis Blues.
The goal was Kane’s 12th of the season. He came
into the game tied for the NHL lead with 11 goals
and 25 points. It also extended his scoring streaks
to six consecutive games with a goal and 12 con-
secutive games with at least a point.

Kings 4, Oilers 3
Center Nick Shore scored the winning goal

with 1:39 left, lifting the Los Angeles Kings to a
4-3 victory over the Edmonton Oilers at the
Staples Center. Edmonton left winger Taylor Hall
tied the score at 3-3 with 4:50 left in the third
period after defenseman Oscar Klefbom connect-
ed with him on a backhanded pass. However,
Shore bailed out the Kings a little more than
three minutes later with his second goal this sea-
son. Goaltender Jonathan Quick stopped 22 of
25 shots as the Kings won for the 11th time in 14
games. — Reuters

VANCOUVER: Brendan Semchuk #28 of the Vancouver Giants checks Evan Weinger #25 of
the Portland Winterhawks into the boards during the second period of their NHL game at
the Pacific Coliseum Saturday in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada.  —AFP

Klingberg lifts Stars past Wild 3-2 in OT

Western Conference
Central Division
W L OTL GF GA PTS

Dallas 14 4 0 65 47 28
Minnesota 10 3 3 48 43 23
Nashville 10 3 3 50 38 23
St. Louis 11 5 1 47 41 23
Chicago 9 7 1 45 43 19
Winnipeg 8 8 2 48 59 18
Colorado 7 9 1 49 45 15

Pacific Division
Los Angeles 11 6 0 43 36 22
Arizona 9 7 1 48 49 19
Vancouver 7 6 5 52 46 19
San Jose 9 8 0 45 43 18
Anaheim 5 8 4 29 45 14
Calgary 6 11 1 44 68 13
Edmonton 6 12 0 47 58 12

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

Montreal 13 3 2 63 39 28
Ottawa 8 5 4 51 53 20
Tampa Bay 8 8 3 46 48 19
Boston 8 7 1 52 49 17
Detroit 8 8 1 37 42 17
Buffalo 8 8 1 40 46 17
Florida 7 7 3 48 45 17
Toronto 5 8 4 38 50 14

Metropolitan Division
NY Rangers 13 2 2 53 29 28
Washington 11 4 1 50 37 23
New Jersey 10 6 1 44 40 21
NY Islanders 9 6 3 49 42 21
Pittsburgh 10 7 0 36 37 20
Philadelphia 6 8 3 33 50 15
Carolina 6 9 2 34 49 14
Columbus 6 12 0 45 62 12
Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one point in the
standings and are not included in the loss column (L) 

NHL Results/Standings

NY Rangers 2, Ottawa 1 (SO); Boston 3, Detroit 1; San Jose 2, Buffalo 1 (OT); Toronto 4,
Vancouver 2; Colorado 6, Montreal 1; Florida 5, Tampa Bay 4 (SO); New Jersey 4, Pittsburgh 0;
Philadelphia 3, Carolina 2 (OT); Columbus 5, Arizona 2; Nashville 7, Winnipeg 0; Chicago 4, St
Louis 2; Dallas 3, Minnesota 2 (OT); Los Angeles 4, Edmonton 3.


