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BANGALORE: Steady rain washed out the entire
second day’s play in the second test between India
and South Africa yesterday with the weather fore-
cast for the next two days casting a cloud of doubt
over the possibility of a result.

Having bowled out South Africa for 214 and
knocking off 80 runs without losing any wicket on
Saturday, the hosts were keen on putting up a big
first innings total but the inclement weather played

spoilsport. After the early morning showers relent-
ed, start was pushed back by an hour to 10:30 local
time (0500 GMT) and the players walked out to
warm up for action. The rain, however, returned
soon resulting first in an early lunch before play was
called off for the day.

“If weather permits, tomorrow the play will start
at 9:15 (3:15 GMT),” the Indian cricket board posted
on Twitter. More rain and thunderstorms have been

predicted for the next two days, jeopardising the
possibility of a result in the contest.

While this is surely not how South African talis-
man AB de Villiers expected his 100th test to pan
out, the Proteas are unlikely to mind the rain inter-
vention. 

Beaten inside three days in the first test on a
turning track in Mohali, the visitors still seem in a
spin funk with eight of their batsmen surrendering

to the Indian spinners in their first innings at
Bangalore. Currently the top ranked test team,
South Africa have not lost an away series since 2006
but Hashim Amla’s team find themselves on the
back foot in the four-test series in India.

Apart from the batsmen’s vulnerability against
spin, the absence of injured pacemen Dale Steyn
and Vernon Philander has also taken much of the
sting off their pace attack. — Reuters

Rain washes out second day of Bangalore test

PERTH: New Zealand batsman Kane Williamson
and Australian fast bowler Mitchell Starc joined
elite company as bat continued to dominate ball
on the third day of the second Test against
Australia at the WACA Ground yesterday.

In reply to Australia’s formidable 559 for nine
declared on a placid wicket, the Kiwis were 510
for six at stumps, trailing by just 49 runs.  Ross
Taylor emerged from a form slump and scored
his second Test double century to be a career-
best 235 not out, with Mark Craig on seven.
Williamson became one of the four youngest
players to reach 12 Test centuries when he made
166, while Starc bowled what is believed to be
the fastest recorded delivery in Test cricket.

Williamson rarely looked troubled in posting
his second century in as many matches, before
mistiming a pull shot off Josh Hazlewood and
was caught at mid-on by Mitchell Johnson to
end a record 265-run stand with Taylor, a new
benchmark for New Zealand in Tests against
Australia.  He faced 250 balls in 390 minutes and
hit 24 boundaries.  The 25-year-old made 140
and 59 in the first Test at the Gabba, which New
Zealand lost by 208 runs, and continued that
form in Perth.  It was his 12th Test century and
only three other players have scored as many
centuries at the same age which include Sachin
Tendulkar (16), Don Bradman (13) and Alastair
Cook (12).

Records tumble  
However, Williamson played down the com-

parisons. “I don’t think I’m in that company,” he
said. “It is just nice to be scoring runs, helping
the team out, trying to move the team forward
and trying to get results, that’s what it’s about.”
Williamson has made centuries in five of his last
seven Tests against Pakistan, Sri Lanka, England

and Australia. Taylor was a little less sure at the
crease and flirted with disaster on a couple of
occasions, but recovered to post his 13th Test
hundred and looked increasingly comfortable
during his innings.

It was a welcome performance for the classy
Taylor, who has been struggling with form for
some time and had not scored a Test century
since November last year. In a game where
records have been tumbling with incredible reg-
ularity, Taylor posted a new benchmark for visit-
ing players at the WACA and also became the
first New Zealander to score a Test double centu-
ry against Australia.  Starc raised the home
crowd from its run-fuelled stupor when he sent
down a 160.4 kilometres per hour (99.7 miles per
hour) thunderbolt to Taylor before tea.

It was part of a fiery spell from the left armer
and was the fourth-fastest delivery ever record-
ed, with Pakistan’s Shoaib Akhtar holding the

record with 161.3 kph. Australian duo Brett Lee
and Shaun Tait both once clocked at 161.1 kph,
and 1970s firebrand Jeff Thomson is the only
other player recorded at over 160 kph.  However,
none of that group performed the feat in Test
cricket.  While he didn’t want to be drawn on the
accuracy of the speed reading on that particular
delivery, Starc did believe it was one of his
fastest spells.  “It was nice to have rhythm and
have the ball coming out nicely,” he said. ‘It felt
really good’ Fellow paceman Mitchell Johnson
moved into fourth on the all-time list of
Australian Test wicket-takers when he removed
Doug Bracewell late in the day to claim his 311th
scalp, passing Brett Lee.

Australia did not help their own cause with
some dropped catches, while there was embar-
rassment for local officials early in the day, with
play halted for 17 minutes by a malfunctioning
sightscreen. — AFP

PERTH: New Zealand’s batsman Ross Taylor reaches 235 runs not out during day three of the second Test cricket match between Australia and
New Zealand in Perth yesterday. — AFP 

Taylor’s double century 

puts N Zealand in touch

Australia 1st innings, 559-9 decl.
New Zealand 1st innings Overnight 140 for 2
Martin Guptill lbw b Starc 1
Tom Latham c Smith b Lyon 36
Kane Williamson c Johnson b Hazlewood 166
Ross Taylor not out 235
Brendon McCullum b Marsh 27
B.J. Watling c Lyon b Starc 1
Doug Bracewell c Nevill b Johnson 12
Mark Craig not out 7

Extras (7b, 10lb, 5w, 3nb) 25
TOTAL: (for six wickets) 510
Overs: 129. Batting time: 589 minutes.
Fall of wickets: 1-6, 2-87, 3-352, 4-432, 5-447, 6-
485.
Still to bat: Matt Henry, Tim Southee, Trent Boult.
Bowling: Mitch Starc 30-6-83-2, Josh Hazlewood
27-2-98-1 (1nb), Mitchell Johnson 24-2-131-1
(5w), Nathan Lyon 30-4-93-1, Mitchell Marsh 15-
1-73-1 (2nb), Steve Smith 3-0-15-0.

SCOREBOARD

PERTH, Australia: Scoreboard yesterday at stumps on the third day of the second cricket test
between Australia and New Zealand at the WACA.

SHARJAH: England’s talented opener Jason Roy yes-
terday admitted lanky Mohammad Irfan poses a dif-
ferent challenge with his giant-like height, saying it’s
difficult to get hold of the Pakistani paceman in the
ongoing one-day series.  The seven feet, one inch
(2.16m) tall Irfan-the tallest-ever player to play the
game-bowled Roy with the second ball of the first
one-day international in Abu Dhabi on Wednesday.

Irfan picked 3-35 to anchor Pakistan’s six-wicket
win but England levelled the four-match series at 1-1
by winning the second match-also in Abu Dhabi —
on Friday. Roy said Irfan is difficult with the ball com-
ing from an unusual height.  “He’s an absolute giant,”
said Roy of Irfan ahead of the third match in Sharjah
on Tuesday. “Yes it is different. You saw how he com-
pletely did me in the first game. It’s something to get
used to and something to work on but he’s very diffi-
cult to get hold of.”

Roy, who hit a brilliant 54 in England’s 283-5 in
the second game, said he tries to keep his eyes on
the ball. “You just have to watch the ball no matter
who’s bowling at you. There are so many different
actions out there you just have to watch that ball.
Yes, you’ve almost got to have a different set up and
wait for the ball a bit more.  “He probably seems a bit
quicker than he is because he’s (almost) 12 foot tall
but .... my team-mate at Surrey was Chris Tremlett so
I’ve had a bit of experience at facing big bowlers. He
was a handful and so is Irfan.” Roy said England’s
batsmen had coped well against leg-spinner Yasir
Shah in one-day matches after the Pakistani bowler
took 15 wickets in the preceding 2-0 Test win.

“It’s (just) been two games, and he’s obviously a
class bowler - so you’ve always got to be on edge

with players like him. But I think you’ve just got to
have your way of playing, and back it,” Roy said, hail-
ing England’s levelling of the series.

“It was extremely satisfying, and a great turn-
around from the team as well after the disappoint-
ment of the first game. To turn it round like we did
was an outstanding effort with bat and ball.” Roy
praised his opening partner Alex Hales who knocked

his maiden hundred on Friday. “He’s an outstanding
player. He’s come a long way, since starting in the
Twenty20 format. He’s got his maiden hundred - and
that was his key task for this trip, he said.

“Now that he’s crossed that kind of hurdle, I think
he’d be more than ready (for the step into Tests),” said
Roy of Hales’s prospect of selection on next  month’s
tour to South Africa. — AFP

Bangladesh
Tamim Iqbal c Chigumbura b Madziva 21
Imrul Kayes c Williams b Chisoro 10
Anamul Haque run out 47
Mushfiqur Rahim c Williams b Cremer 9
Sabbir Rahman lbw b Cremer 17
Nasir Hossain b Panyangara 3
Mahmudullah c Jongwe b Panyangara 8
Mashrafe Mortaza b Madziva 0
Arafat Sunny c Jongwe b Panyangara 5
Mustafizur Rahman not out 1
Al-Amin Hossain not out 1 
Extras (b4, lb2, w3, nb4) 13
Total (nine wickets; 20 overs) 135
Fall of wickets: 1-34 (Tamim), 2-35 (Kayes),
3-59 (Rahim), 4-98 (Sabbir), 5-113 (Nasir), 6-
121 (Mahmudullah), 7-122(Mortaza), 8-130
(Sunny), 9-134 (Anamul)   
Bowling: Panyangara 4-0-30-3 (nb1, w2),
Madziva 4-0-25-2 (nb1), Chisoro 4-0-27-1
(nb1), Williams 4-0-26-0 (nb1), Cremer 4-0-
21-2 (w1)

Zimbabwe
S. Raza c Rahim b Al-Amin 5
R. Chakabva c Sabbir b Mustafizur 4
S. Williams b Al-Amin 0
C. Ervine run out 15
L. Jongwe c Kayes b Al-Amin 34
E. Chigumbura c Mahmudullah b Sunny 0
M. Waller c Sabbir b Nasir 40
N. Madziva not out 28  
G. Cremer not out 0
Extras (b4, lb2, w2, nb2) 10
Total (seven wickets; 19.5 overs) 136
Did not bat: TS Chisoro, T Panyangara
Fall of wickets: 1-7 (Raza), 2-7 (Williams), 3-
15 (Chakabva) 4-33 (Ervine), 5-39
(Chigumbura), 6-94 (Jongwe), 7-118.
Bowling: Mortaza 4-0-27-0 (nb1), Al-Amin
4-0-20-3, Mustafizur 4-0-12-1 (nb1, w2),
Sunny 4-0-26-1, Nasir 3.5-0-45-1.

Result: Zimbabwe win by three wickets  
Series Result: Two-match series 1-1 draw

SCOREBOARD

DHAKA: Scoreboard of the second Twenty20 international between Bangladesh and
Zimbabwe at the Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium in Dhaka on yesterday.

DHAKA: Neville Madziva hit 18 runs in the
last over as Zimbabwe pulled off a nail-bit-
ing three-wicket victory against
Bangladesh in the second Twenty20 inter-
national to level the two-match series in
Dhaka yesterday.

Madziva first starred with his pace bowl-
ing and then made the most of a reprieve
to score an unbeaten 28 runs to steer
Zimbabwe to 136-7 in 19.5 overs, after the
visitors restricted Bangladesh to 135-9 at
the Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium.

Bangladesh, who won the preceding
one-day series 3-0, almost sealed off anoth-
er clean-sweep when Nasir Hossain dis-
missed Malcolm Waller in the first ball of
the last over, but Madziva hit the off-spin-
ner for 6, 2, 4, and 6 off the next four balls
to stun the home crowd.

Madziva was caught behind for 10 in the
previous over off medium pacer Mustafizur
Rahman, but the right-hander was called
back after television replays showed
Rahman had overstepped.

Waller made 40 off 27 balls with two
fours and three sixes and shared 55 runs in
the sixth wicket stand with Luke Jongwe
(34) as Zimbabwe recovered from a wobbly
39-5 to win the game. The victory ended
Zimbabwe’s 13-match losing streak against
Bangladesh in all formats of the game.

“When I saw Nasir bowling, I told myself
to get on strike,” Madziva said after the

match. “I had that self-belief that we will
win this game. “I enjoy facing spinners
more. I said to myself, this is it. I will go back
to my country with a win,” he said.

Anamul Haque earlier made 47 off 51
balls to hold the Bangladesh innings
together amid a free-fall of wickets at the
other end. Pacer Tinashe Panyangara
claimed 3-30 for Zimbabwe while leg-spin-
ner Graeme Cremer and Madziva claimed
two wickets each giving away 21 and 25
runs respectively.

The hosts started confidently as Tamim
Iqbal and Imrul Kayes put on 34 runs in the
opening stand after skipper Mashrafe
Mortaza elected to bat first.

Tamim miscued a pull shot off Madziva
to give a catch to Sean Williams at long on
for 21 and Kayes fell in the next over to
Tendai Chisoro for 10. Zimbabwe then
made regular breakthroughs to keep the
home side in check. Bangladesh coach
Chandika Hathurusinghe said his side was
still developing in the Twenty20 format. “I
think we still need to find our best game-
plan, approach and combination,” he said.
“We are still developing in T20s. So in that
sense I think we have probably a long way
to go to be consistent.”

Anamul was run out in the final over as
Bangladesh settled for their lowest total
against Zimbabwe in five Twenty20 inter-
nationals. — AFP

Zimbabwe snatch dramatic 

T20 win against Bangladesh

DHAKA: Zimbabwe’s Sean Williams is bowled out by Bangladesh’s Al-Amin Hossain
during their second Twenty20 international cricket match in Dhaka, Bangladesh, yes-
terday. — AP

PERTH: Australian batsman Usman Khawaja
said yesterday he will resist the temptation to
rush his return from a hamstring injury.
Cricket Australia suggested Khawaja’s earliest
return would be in the second Test against
the West Indies in Melbourne starting on
December 26, although Khawaja said he was
pleased with the results of his scan and still
hoped to be available for the first Test of that
series, starting on December 10 in Hobart.

But he said he would assess his recovery
and not return too soon.  The left-hander
strained his left hamstring in the field during
the second  Test against New Zealand and
admitted it was a tough blow, having been
plagued by hamstring and knee problems in
recent years.

“I was pretty shattered yesterday,” Khawaja
said. “It is never nice getting injured, it always
sucks. “The physios and doctors are pretty
adamant I take my time so that when I do
come back I’m 100 percent.

“The scan was pretty good news and it
feels pretty good, I’d like to be available for
the first Test but I have to assess how my ham-
string pulls up and how I am recovering. “I

need to nip it in the bud and make sure I am
not trying to come back too early and have it
happen again.” Khawaja said he felt tightness
in the hamstring during the first Test against
the Kiwis in Brisbane, but felt much better
heading into the Perth match.

“My hamstring was pretty tight during the
last Test match,” he said.  “I managed to get
through that Test match and felt alright in this
one and before I did it, I felt really good.”

Khawaja scored centuries in each of the
first two Tests against the Kiwis and was look-
ing to cement his place at number three. His
absence will open the door for a number of
players, including experienced left-hander
Shaun Marsh and uncapped West Australian
opener Cameron Bancroft.

Khawaja was recalled to the Australian
side for the first Test against New Zealand at
the Gabba, having missed most of the last
Australian season with a serious knee injury.
Having previously played just nine Tests since
debuting against England in Sydney in 2011,
he posted his maiden Test century in
Brisbane, making 174 batting at number
three. —AFP

Khawaja suffers injury setback

Roy relishes Pakistan 

paceman tall order

ABU DHABI:  Pakistan’s Mohammad Irfan (L) reacts after delivering a ball as England’s Joe Root
looks on during the second One Day International (ODI) cricket match between Pakistan and
England at The Zayed Cricket Stadium in the Gulf Emirate of Abu Dhabi. — AFP


