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SAN FRANCISCO: San Francisco’s
Fisherman’s Wharf typically bustles this
time of year as workers prepare to haul
millions of pounds of Dungeness crab
that are a tradition at Thanksgiving and
other holiday meals. But crab pots are
sitting empty on docks, boats are idled
and fishermen are anxiously waiting for
California authorities to open the lucra-
tive Dungeness crab season. California
has delayed the Nov 15 start of its com-
mercial crab season after finding dan-
gerous levels of a toxin in crabs. Officials
in Oregon and Washington are testing
crab samples and will decide soon
whether to open its coastal season by
Dec 1 as planned. A massive bloom of
microscopic algae - which produced a
natural toxin called domoic acid that is
harmful to wildlife and fish - in the
Pacific Ocean is threatening the crab

industry during a time when many fish-
ing outfits make their most money. It’s
also roiling coastal tourism and marine
ecosystems.

A closure along the entire West Coast
would be a blow to the industry, which
harvested nearly $170 million worth of
Dungeness crab in 2014. “Everybody is
counting on crab to make it, so this is
pretty disappointing,” said Larry Collins,
president of the San Francisco Crab Boat
Owners Association. “Whenever they
test clean, we’ll go get them. I’m very
hopeful that it’s sooner than later.”

Experts say the warm conditions that
set up the toxic algae bloom - while not
attributed to climate change - does offer
a picture of what’s to come as ocean
temperatures are projected to warm.
Already, warmer ocean temperatures off
New England have shaken up fisheries
there, contributing to the collapse of the
region’s cod fishery and the shift north-
ward in the lobster population, studies
have found. “I don’t have a crystal ball,
but I think we’re being given a warning

here,” said Vera Trainer, who manages
the marine biotoxin program at the
Northwest Fisheries Science Center in
Seattle. “We’re being shown what the
future is going to look like. This is more
of what we can expect.”

Coastal communities
Razor clams, for now, have been tak-

en off menus in Oregon and
Washington. Shellfish managers have
closed recreational digs after finding
dangerous levels of domoic acid in the
bivalves. Those closures have cost an
estimated $22 million in tourism-related
spending, said Dan Ayres, coastal shell-
fish manager for the Washington
Department of Fish and Wildlife.
Crabbing was also closed along parts of
the Washington coast over the summer,
though crabbing continued in the Puget

Sound. Matt Hunter, shellfish project
leader with the Oregon Department of
Fish and Wildlife, said crabbing is huge
fishery in the state and any closure will
have “trickle-down effect on the econo-

my, not only on the coastal communi-
ties.”

Crab can still be found in many
restaurants and stores, including San
Francisco’s Fisherman’s Wharf, and
health officials say crabs sold in stores
are safe to eat. Some crab on the market
now may have been harvested months
ago and frozen for later; commercial
crab fishing is currently open in some
parts of Alaska, Oregon and Puget
Sound. In California, crab fisherman are
bracing for a tough season. “Needless to
say, this is devastating,” said Steve Fitz,
who owns Mr Morgan Fisheries in Half
Moon Bay. Crab represents the bulk of
annual income for many in the fishing
community, he said. Still, he’s optimistic
that toxin levels will go down and the
season will open soon.

Holiday tradition
Restaurants and customers say

they’ll adjust their habits. “It’s a disap-
pointment because we really look for-
ward to it every November,” said Matt
Watson, manager of Woodhouse Fish Co

in San Francisco, which will do its best to
get whole crab at a reasonable price
from other states. Kris Ducker, who grew
up in California, looks forward to her
family’s holiday tradition: eating crab
served ice cold, cracked, with a side of
sourdough bread. Even though she now
lives in Texas, she still tries to find fresh
Dungeness crab.

“We’re looking forward to having
Dungeness crab for Christmas Eve. We
could move on to something else. It
wouldn’t kill us, but we would be sad,”
she said. Scientists say the warm waters
that fostered the massive toxic algae
bloom off the West Coast this year is
more likely a short-term climate event
than one attributed to climate change.
“Whether this warming itself is a direct
function of climate change or not, we
can’t say,” said Mark Wells, an oceanogra-
phy professor in the School of Marine
Sciences at the University of Maine.
However, the climate change models
project warming along the coastlines
over the next several decades, so “this
type of event probably is going to
become much more frequent in the
future.”

On the Northeast coast, scientists
have documented shifts in species as
the result of warmer waters and that’s
meant some changes in what is caught
and where. “We see lots of shifting going
on,” said Richard Merrick, NOAA Fisheries
chief science adviser. Significant fish
stocks have been shifting northward
and deeper into cooler waters along the
Northwest Atlantic Ocean, he noted. The
New England cod fishery collapsed but
haddock fishing has gone up as fisher-
men switched, he said. Another study
found that warming seas will likely send
West Coast fish species northward by
about 20 miles a decade, and some
species probably will disappear from
southern ranges off California and
Oregon. — AP

WASHINGTON: Medicare spending on break-
through medications for hepatitis C will nearly
double this year, passing $9 billion, according
to new government figures. That’s raising
insurance costs for all beneficiaries, whether or
not they have the liver-wasting viral disease.
The price of drugs is the public’s top health
care concern in opinion polls, and the 2016
presidential candidates are increasingly paying
attention. The federal Department of Health
and Human Services will hold a public forum
next week to examine the high cost of new
drugs for difficult diseases. The challenge: how
to reward drug company research while keep-
ing innovative medications affordable for
patients, insurers, employers and government
programs.

New cost estimates indicate that Medicare’s
popular prescription drug program will spend
$9.2 billion on hepatitis C drugs this year, a 96
percent increase from $4.7 billion in 2014. That
works out to nearly 7 percent of drug costs for
all of Part D, as the program is known. The
Associated Press requested the numbers from
Medicare’s Office of the Chief Actuary, a unit
that handles economic analysis. Hepatitis C
affects some 3 million people in the US and
claims more lives here than AIDS. More than
three out of four infected adults are baby

boomers, the age group now entering
Medicare. It’s primarily spread by contact with
infected blood.

Premiums and deductibles
Patients say “hep C” feels like a bad flu that

never goes away. While the disease advances
gradually, it can ultimately destroy the liver,
requiring a transplant to save the patient’s life.
The new drugs cure the disease but treatment
can cost from $80,000 to $100,000. Medicare’s
economic analysts say hepatitis drugs have
become one of the main cost drivers for the
prescription program. Without the hepatitis C
medications, costs per beneficiary would have
risen by 4.6 percent this year. Instead the
growth rate will be considerably higher, 7.9
percent.

The pressure is expected to ease next year,
partly due to competition from more medica-
tions entering the market. In addition, rebates
expected from drug manufacturers should
reduce Medicare’s ultimate costs, but the
amount of those won’t be known for months.
Meanwhile, Medicare beneficiaries will face ris-
ing premiums and deductibles. Because
Medicare prescription benefits are delivered
through private insurance companies, it’s diffi-
cult to tease out the effect on premiums. But

another indicator called the Part D deductible
gives a general idea. A deductible is the
amount of drug costs that beneficiaries are
responsible for each year before their insur-
ance kicks in.

Hit and miss
In 2016, the prescription program’s stan-

dard deductible is going up by $40, to $360.
It’s by far the largest increase in the deductible
since the inception of Part D 10 years ago.
Tricia Neuman of the nonpartisan Kaiser
Family Foundation says the cost of new med-
ications has been “a sleeper issue” for Medicare,
but that’s about to change. “This increase
already seems to be having an impact on pre-
miums and deductibles,” said Neuman. “We
also have anti-cholesterol drugs that are com-
ing on the market.” Previous treatments for
hepatitis C were hit and miss, and many
patients couldn’t tolerate the side effects. With
new drugs like Harvoni and Viekira Pak,
patients finally have a choice among highly
effective cures with minimal side effects. But
the costs are straining government programs
and private insurers alike.

Some private insurers and state Medicaid
programs require that patients show signs of
advanced liver disease before trying the new

drugs. Medicare, following the advice of doc-
tors’ groups, does not impose such restrictions.
“If you think about it, these are really drugs
that can prevent liver disease,” said Sean

Cavanaugh, deputy director for Medicare with
the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services. “We felt it was most appropriate to
allow patients to have them earlier.” — AP

Boats sit idle as algae threatens
Dungeness crab season 

‘We’re looking forward to having Dungeness crab for Christmas Eve’

BOGOTA: Colombia said on Friday it plans to
legalize medical marijuana in a further shift
in drug policy after suspending aerial fumi-
gation of illicit crops. The government is
preparing a decree which would approve
the therapeutic use of marijuana, the presi-
dent’s office said in an information sheet,
and President Juan Manuel Santos told BBC
Mundo the decree would be signed in the
coming days. Growing, distributing and sell-
ing cannabis will remain illegal. The South
American country suspended spraying of
illicit crops this year, citing cancer concerns
related to the herbicide glyphosate.

Current law allows possession of up to 20
grams of marijuana or 20 marijuana plants
for personal use. A recent study showed 11.5
percent of Colombians have used marijuana

at least once. The government said some
companies, including foreign ones, are inter-
ested in producing and selling cannabis.
There are no plans to fully legalize marijuana
for recreational consumption or commercial
sale, however, unlike in Uruguay, which
legalized it in 2013. Colombia, long a hub for
narcotics production and trafficking, was
once home to large marijuana cultivations.
Much of the crop was smuggled to the
United States before drug cartels began pro-
ducing the more profitable cocaine. Austria,
Belgium, Canada, the Czech Republic,
Finland, Israel and some US states already
allow medical cannabis use. Studies show
marijuana can help treat pain and nausea
and offers relief for sufferers of epilepsy and
other conditions. — Reuters

Colombia to legalize medical
marijuana under presidential decree

Medicare spending $9B on hepatitis C drugs 

WASHINGTON: In this file photo, a sign supporting Medicare is seen on Capitol
Hill in Washington as registered nurses and other community leaders celebrate
the 50th anniversary of Medicare and Medicaid. — AP

SAN FRANCISCO: Jinsen Zhao pulls an imported Dungeness crab from the Northwest out of a cooker at Fisherman’s Wharf. — AP photos

SAN FRANCISCO: Imported Dungeness crabs from the Northwest are
shown for sale outside a restaurant at Fisherman’s Wharf.

SAN FRANCISCO: Mark Covert, of Houston, eats a sandwich made with
imported Dungeness crab from the Northwest at Fisherman’s Wharf.

SAN FRANCISCO: A sign is posted on the closure of Dungeness and
rock crab fishing at Fisherman’s Wharf.

Why are oil and gas companies calling 
for more action on climate change?  

NEW YORK: This year many of us have increased
our advocacy on this issue. And last month,
companies responsible for a fifth of the world’s
oil and gas supply in the Oil and Gas Climate
Initiative (OGCI) threw their support behind a
new global agreement at the forthcoming UN
talks in Paris. For oil and gas companies to take
such a stance has been described as “unusual”-
and even “unprecedented”.  However, in fact, in
BP we have publicly acknowledged the risk and
have been working to address it since the 1990s.
So why do companies that produce oil and gas
want to see more done to tackle climate
change? The first reason is simply that we want
the planet to be sustainable in the future. We
have the same hopes and fears for our children
and grandchildren as anyone else. The second
reason for our stance is that, being close to the
issue, we have views on the realistic and afford-
able ways to make the transition to a lower car-
bon economy. And we can see that oil and gas
are part of that transition.

With the UN-led  conference on climate
change in Paris approaching, it’s important that
we explain our view. In BP, as we and several
other companies made clear in a letter to the
UN in June, we believe the best mechanism to
drive a shift to a lower carbon future is to put a
price on carbon.  That can be done via taxes or
by cap-and-trade systems. Either can be effec-
tive if well-constructed. There are many ways to
reduce carbon emissions: greater energy effi-
ciency, renewable energy, gas displacing coal,
carbon capture and storage, nuclear power and
many others. Of these, energy efficiency is gen-
erally viewed as being “good for all seasons”,
whereas the rest have their supporters and their
detractors. The benefit of a broad-based, well-
designed carbon price is that it encourages
improvements in energy efficiency as well as
shifts in the fuel mix. In terms of the fuel mix, a
carbon price makes all of the lower carbon alter-
natives more competitive-and in each particular
situation the most economical options will
emerge.  This is vital when the technologies
need to be deployed at massive scale and
affordability is key.

Keen to compete
A price that treats all carbon emissions

equally, whether from a refinery smokestack or
car tailpipe, will make our operations and prod-
ucts more costly in some cases.  We accept that.
If it has the same impact on everyone, we are
keen to compete. A carbon price creates oppor-
tunities as well as risks. Others take different
views. Some call for the rapid phasing out of fos-
sil fuels now. Some ask shareholders to sell their
fossil fuel holdings, arguing that some reserves
are effectively “unburnable” or some company
assets “stranded” if the world is to limit the glob-
al temperature rise to the widely recognised
goal of 2 degrees Celsius on pre-industrial times.
Others ask us to switch investment wholesale
from oil and gas to renewable energy. These are
passionately held views that deserve a response.
To start on common ground, we agree that if all
the world’s fossil fuel resources were burned, the
temperature rise would exceed the 2 degrees
threshold.

To put the resource issue into perspective,
society has so far consumed the equivalent of
around two trillion barrels of oil and gas and we
estimate that there are still more than 40 trillion
barrels worth in the world’s reservoirs. So there
is clearly far more oil and gas out there than we
can burn if we are to have a sustainable future.
As Sheikh Yamani famously observed, the Stone
Age did not end because we ran out of stones
and it will be the same with fossil fuels.
However this does not mean that we should

stop using all fossil fuels now, even if we could.
Starting point

To devise a workable route forward we need
to understand the starting point-and particular-
ly the scale of the world’s reliance on fossil fuels.
Today the world uses the equivalent of around a
quarter of a billion barrels of energy every day.
Of that, 32 percent of energy comes from oil, 30
percent from coal, and 24 percent from gas-so
87 percent from fossil fuels in total. That means,
7 percent comes from hydro-electricity, 4 per-
cent from nuclear power and 3 percent from
other renewables, including wind and solar
power.

This global energy system, with its huge
reliance on hydrocarbons, has evolved over two
centuries as societies have used fossil fuels  to
support the world’s growing population and
raise global living standards. Global energy
needs to continue to play that role over the next
50 years, as some of the world’s poorest coun-
tries grow and hundreds of millions of people
are lifted out of fuel poverty, but it needs to do
so in a sustainable and safe manner. This energy
system which underpins modern life and
human development cannot be dismantled
overnight.

Fortunately, that’s not only impossible, but
unnecessary.  Studies such as the widely cited
International Energy Agency’s ‘450 scenario’
show that oil and gas can and will be part of the
journey to a more sustainable future. That sce-
nario envisages a future energy mix where the
concentration of greenhouse gases in the
atmosphere stabilizes at 450 parts per million
and the global temperature rise is kept to 2
degrees and emissions in 2040 are around 40
percent down on 2013. However, in that sce-
nario the total consumption of energy still
grows, by 12 percent to 2040, and oil and gas
still make up almost half of the energy used.

Affordable transition
While we cannot be complacent, the world

can make an orderly and affordable transition
to a low-carbon economy. And there are several
means to that end. The road to sustainability
has several lanes. The first is energy efficiency-
reducing emissions by using energy more
effectively. A carbon price would encourage
smart buildings, advanced industrial plant,
home insulation, higher fuel economy and the
myriad of other ways to use energy more effi-
ciently.

There is plenty of potential here. Europe has
been a leader in energy efficiency but the US,
China and others are catching up.  This can
account for around half of the emissions reduc-
tion required, according to the International
Energy Agency. Our industry has an important
part to play in this, particularly by providing
products that promote fuel economy in vehi-
cles.

Second, gas is very much part of the solu-
tion because it emits around half the carbon of
coal when used to generate power. So replac-
ing coal with gas in power stations can make a
massive difference, given that coal is the
largest source of energy-related emissions.
Switching just 1 percent of power generation
from coal-fired plants to gas-fired ones would
cut global CO2 emissions as much as increas-
ing renewable energy capacity by 11 percent-
and do so rapidly and economically. A ton of
emissions saved by switching from coal to gas
is just as effective as one saved by switching
from fossil fuels to renewables. A third route
towards lower emissions is of course renew-
able energy. For the future, it is important to
build the renewable sector from today’s low
level. — Reuters


