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The assault on one of the lead-
ing concert halls in Paris sent
shockwaves Saturday through

the music world, with top-selling
artists including U2 and Foo
Fighters calling off shows. “Shocked,
sad and angry. We are all Parisian
today,” tweeted Peter Gabriel, one of
many prominent musicians who
took to social media after Friday’s
night coordinated attacks in the
French capital. More than 80 people
were killed inside the Bataclan con-
cert hall as gunmen opened fire
during a performance by the
California rock band Eagles of Death
Metal, an attack for which the
Islamic State group took responsi-
bility.

France’s Culture Minister Fleur
Pellerin laid a bouquet of flowers
Saturday in front of the Bataclan, a
historic venue which is striking for
its 19th-century chinoiserie archi-
tecture. A short while earlier, an
anonymous man brought a mobile
keyboard near the entrance and
played songs including John
Lennon’s pacifist anthem “Imagine”
under the eye of a pack of photog-
raphers.

Tragedy for music industry 
The music industry was directly

touched by the tragedy, with at
least three employees of Universal
Music France, part of the largest
global label group, among the
dead. “The Universal Music family is
in mourning,” tweeted Pascal
Negre, president of Universal Music
France, as he identified the dead by
the first names Thomas, Marie and
Manu. “This is crazy. It’s normally a
pleasant place where people come
to relax. And then it was hell,” said
the television and radio presenter
Pierre Janaszak. The 35-year-old

told AFP that he survived by hiding
in the restrooms as the assailants
took hostages and was freed in the
police counter-assault.

Leading French music magazine
Les Inrockuptibles said that one of
its writers, Guillaume B. Decherf,
was killed. Members of Eagles of
Death Metal, a bluesy garage rock

band known for lascivious lyrics
but rarely politics, were unhurt and
were set to return to the United
States, although a British crew
member was killed. The Deftones,
another California band who were
in the audience ahead of their own
since -cancelled shows at the
Bataclan, were also safe and leav-
ing Paris.

The Bataclan, which has a capac-

ity of 1,500, is one of the most
prominent Paris venues for success-
ful but eclectic bands. The night
before the assault, the acclaimed
electronic artist St Germain per-
formed with an ensemble of Malian
musicians.

“We are devastated. Our
thoughts are with the victims and

their loved ones,” the Bataclan’s
owners, Jules Frutos and Olivier
Poubelle, said in a statement.

‘First direct hit on music’ 
France imposed a state of emer-

gency after the attack and the city
Saturday closed all cultural venues.
U2 had already cancelled a concert
Saturday at the 20,000-seat Bercy
arena, the biggest covered concert

hall in Paris, despite weeks of pro-
motion for a live television broad-
cast on HBO. The Irish rockers led
by Bono later also appeared at the
Bataclan to pay their respects. “This
is the first direct hit on music that
we’ve had in this so called war on
terror or whatever it’s called,” Bono
told Ireland’s RTE radio. “It’s very
upsetting. These are our people.
This could be me at a show,” he
said.

U2, whose last concert tour was
the highest-grossing in musical his-
tory and are winding down their lat-
est global trek, also called off a sec-
ond date at Bercy yesterday. Foo
Fighters-whose frontman Dave Grohl
has collaborated with Eagles of
Death Metal-separately announced
that the band was cutting short its
world tour. “In light of this senseless
violence, the closing of borders, and
international mourning, we can’t
continue right now. There is no other
way to say it. This is crazy and it
sucks,” the band said in a statement.
Foo Fighters had been due to play at
Bercy, also known as AccorHotels
Arena, the day after U2 and also had
shows left in Turin, Lyon and
Barcelona.

In contrast, another veteran
rock band, Motorhead, will  go
ahead with a show. The high-deci-
bel heavy metal group led by
Lemmy will play the Zenith, the
second-largest indoor venue in
Paris at 6,000 capacity. Elsewhere,
Coldplay scrapped plans to air a
concert Saturday in Los Angeles
live on streaming service Tidal. The
British rock act, which is promoting
an upcoming album, said it made
the decision out of respect for vic-
tims but would still play a set of old
material offline for fans with tick-
ets. —AFP

Irish band U2 lead singer Bono, guitarist The Edge, drummer
Larry Mullen Jr and bass player Adam Clayton pay homage to
attacks’ victims near the Bataclan concert hall in Paris, a day
after a series of coordinated attacks in and around Paris. 

—AFP photos

AUniversal Music Group employee
was among the victims of the terror-
ist attack at the Bataclan concert hall

in Paris Friday night where UMG artist
Eagles of Death Metal were headlining a
sold-out performance. Universal Music
Group chairman-CEO Lucian Grainge con-
firmed the death of Mercury Records exec-
utive Thomas Ayad in what he called an
“unspeakably appalling tragedy.” According
to a report on Mashable, an Eagles of Death
Metal crew member who worked on mer-
chandising, Nick Alexander, 36, of Britain,
was also killed at the Bataclan.

Witnesses have given chilling accounts of
the gunmen methodically shooting
hostages one by one before police moved in
on the theater. Ayad was an international
product manager for UMG’s Mercury Records
unit. Eagles of Death Metal just released their
first album in seven years, “Zipper Down,” on
UMG’s T-Boy imprint last month. The band
members, according to multiple reports,
escaped the venue in the initial chaos after
the attack began. Grainge indicated that oth-
er UMG staffers were in the crowd at the
Bataclan. Here is Grainge’s memo:

Dear Colleagues:
Today, I’m writing to you with a heavy

heart. We, like so many around the world,

are struggling with last night’s horrific
tragedy in France. Paris is in our thoughts
and prayers.  We extend our deepest con-
dolences to the families and loved ones of
the victims as well as our fervent wishes
for healing for all of those affected by this
senseless violence. This is especially
painful and personal for all of us.  As many
of you know, the band Eagles of Death
Metal is part of the UMe and Mercury
France family.  The band and its crew as
well as our own teams from Mercury and
other UMG staffs were present at the
Bataclan theater for last night’s show.

At this point, we have confirmed that
Thomas Ayad, an international product
manager for Mercury Records lost his life in
the attack on the theater.  This is an
unspeakably appalling tragedy.  I cannot
even begin to express the depth of my sor-
row. On behalf of everyone here at UMG,
we extend our most profound sympathies
to his parents and all of his friends and
family. We will update you further as infor-
mation permits.  

In the meantime, please send all heal-
ing thoughts and prayers for those affect-
ed by this heinous act. Today is a dark day.
We are a family. Let’s support one another
as we grapple with the weight of this dark-
ness. Sincerely, Lucian. —Reuters

While heroine Katniss Everdeen
leads a rebellion in the final
“Hunger Games” movie, the

actress who brought the character to life,
Jennifer Lawrence, is coming into her
own in a business dominated by men.
With an Oscar and a number of hit films
to her credit, Lawrence, 25, was ranked
by Forbes as the highest-paid actress last
year with an estimated $52 million in
earnings. Hollywood’s top actors earned
much more. When Lawrence spoke out
against the wage gap last month, her
comments went viral. Lawrence reprised
her role as Katniss in “The Hunger Games:
Mockingjay - Part 2,” due in theaters on
Friday. She said the franchise had shown
that “a female lead in an action movie
can still be a critical and commercial suc-
cess.”

“ The huge misconception that
women can relate to male leads but men
can’t relate to female leads, I think that’s
something studios are saying and it’s just
getting repeated. Hopefully that kind of
mentality is on its way out,” Lawrence
said in an interview. Lawrence’s brash
sense of humor helps audiences relate to
her. And she said that as she gets older,
she is becoming more passionate about
issues. “You can actually really start to
appreciate that you do have a platform
and a voice that people will listen to and
the option to use it hopefully for better-
ment,” she said.

Last month Lawrence wrote an essay
for actress Lena Dunham’s newsletter in

which she discussed being angry with
herself for not asking for more money, as
her male co-stars do, for fear of coming
across as a “spoiled brat.” “I was really
shocked,” Lawrence said of the mostly
positive response. “When (Dunham)
asked me to write something, I just typed
something up and pressed send. I didn’t
really have any expectations.” Lawrence
has mainly played strong women. She
won her first Oscar nomination for play-
ing  suvivor Ree in 2010’s independent
drama “Winter’s Bone.” She played the
outspoken Tiffany in “Silver Linings” and
Katniss, the “Hunger Games” heroine.

Next up is “Joy,” in which she plays the
matriarch of a family business through
four generations. It is expected to earn
the Kentucky native her fourth lead
actress Oscar nomination in five years.
Lawrence does not see herself sticking
with a particular type of character. “I
don’t think it’s incredibly important as a
part of my job or craft to play strong
women,” she said. “I think it’s ok to play
something more vulnerable, more pas-
sive or a little weaker.” This year after
wrapping up “Hunger Games” and “X-
Men,” in which she plays blue, shape-
shifting Mystique, Lawrence will step
into a post-franchise chapter of her
career. She is co-writing a script with
comedian Amy Schumer and filming
space romance “Passengers” with Chris
Pratt. “I have complete control over my
schedule and I really like that,” said
Lawrence. —Reuters

Producers Jon Kilik, and Nina Jacobson, actress Jena Malone, actor Liam Hemsworth, actress Jennifer Lawrence, actor Josh
Hutcherson, director Francis Lawrence, actress Willow Shields, actor Donald Sutherland, actress Elizabeth Banks, actor Sam
Caflin, actress Natalie Dormer, actress Julianne More and actor Stanley Tucci, from left, pose for the photographers as they arrive
for the World premiere of the movie ‘The Hunger Games: Mockingjay - Part 2’ in Berlin, Germany, Wednesday. —AP photos

The Arab film community is reacting to the
tragic Paris attacks with shock, outrage and
fears of a global backlash. “It’s another 9/11

that we are living again,” said Egyptian auteur
Mohamed Diab who is shooting a film titled
“Clash” about Islamic extremism. “I feel so bad for
France and everyone who is not going to feel safe
at home. It’s the worse feeling in the world.” Diab
added that “as an Arab and someone who lived in
the US post-9/11, I feel that we are also going to
pay the price for all of this.” Speaking from Cairo he
noted that “here in my country I’m faced with ter-
rorist attacks and unbelievable life conditions.
Now when I go abroad I will be running from ter-
rorists and from people who think that I am one.”
“And that’s not just me, all Arabs and Muslims are
in this condition. And still, with all this craziness, I
can’t blame anyone for judging me right now.”
Paris-based Arab cinema producer and agent
Daniel Ziskind, who lost two friends killed by bul-
lets on Friday evening while at the Eagles of Death
Metal concert at the Bataclan Theatre, pointed out
that in Paris “there is a generation of young people
who will be shocked for the next ten years.”

Cairo Film Festival
“For me the main target was young people

who go out and drink in bars and see films and
music events. It will affect cinema; it will convince
people to stay home for a while. It’s going to affect
a big part of the economy because this is a war!,”
Ziskind added as he boarded a plane from Paris to
Cairo to attend the Cairo Film Festival. All movie
theatres in Paris were shut down on Saturday.
Cairo fest President Magda Wassef and Artistic
Director Youssef Cherif Rizkallah in a joint state-
ment strongly denounced the attacks and
expressed their solidarity with the French people.

“Against all form of sectarianism, it is more than
ever necessary to stress the importance of Culture
as a bridge between people and a tool to build a
better world,” their statement said. Prominent
Paris-based Lebanese/Syrian actress and writer
Darina El-Joundi, who in the current fifth series of
“Homeland” plays the wife of a Syrian general, had

just returned home from the American hospital in
Paris when the attacks took place. “I spent half my
life in the civil war in Lebanon so I was more than
shocked to have to relive these feelings in Paris,
which is my other country,” she recounted. All her
friends from Lebanon were calling her in shock, to
ask if she was safe. “It was like a reversal.”

“The repercussions of this will be horrible,” El-
Joundi underlined. “My friends’ kids are speaking
English now in the streets of France because they
are afraid to speak Arabic. It’s horrible!,” she
exclaimed. Speaking from a movie set on the Red
Sea, prominent Egyptian producer Mohamed
Hefzy (“My Bother the Devil”) also underscored the
damage inflicted by the Paris attacks on the Arab
world, besides expressing his heartfelt condolences
to Parisians. “This is not a war of Islam against the
West or a clash of civilizations,” Hefzy said. “I think
this is as much an attack on Islam itself as it is an
attack on the peaceful, loving people of France.”

Innocent life
“This is not going to do Islam any good. And it

doesn’t characterize Islam. There is a quote in the
Quran which says that he who has killed an innocent
life, it’s like killing all of humanity. This is very much
against the core of what Islam is. I hate to see cata-
strophic events like this tarnish the image of Islam,”
he noted. “Although this will leave a huge psycho-
logical scar for years and years to come, I think that
we have to stick together and get over this and
defeat whoever is behind this,” Hefzy added.

Amr Waked (“Lucy”), who is Egypt’s biggest
international star, passionately pointed out that
“terrorism tries to collapse societies through
threats that destroy confidence and courage and
faith in social fabric.” “They use hate as part of
their scheme to make societies not just hurt, but
also self-implode.” “The most important thing we
should be focusing on is not to collapse against
fear and hate,” Waked underlined. “We have
much more love and are far braver than people
who are snatching an opportunity to kill civilians
who have nothing to do with any conflict what-
soever.” —Reuters


