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KUWAIT: As Kuwait International Book Fair is
opening its doors to the public, expectations
may grow on whether Children’s books in
Arabic would sell more this year than those of
illustrated kids’ books in English, especially
since the latter have been hogging the mar-
kets for many years and have been the go-to
choice for parents.

A KUNA survey concluded that 58 percent
of parents encourage their kids to read in
English to strengthen their command of that
language since a large number of kids go to
American or British schools where English is
the dominant language. Even kids who do not
go to these private schools, they dabble their
little minds in English Children’s books
because of a culture based on globalization
where products, movies, TV shows, magazines
and little gadgets are presented in a foreign
language.

Enticing presentation
Earlier this month at Sharjah International

Book Fair, Kuwaiti author Hibba Meshari
Hamadah said that “children in the Arab
World tend to read more English kids’ books
because of its enticing presentation and
intriguing content to the curious minds of the
little ones.”

Children’s books in English are far more
interesting because they tell a short and sim-
ple story through colorful artwork that allows
kids to expand their young minds through
interesting poetic language, fun alliteration
and advanced vocabulary.

“Arabic Children’s books; however, tend to
‘preach a lot’ to teach kids a moral,” Arabic

children’s books author Abir Ballan said. They
are void of fun and entertainment; two ele-
ments that make books “attractive to chil-
dren.” “Kids want to be entertained. They
want to get excited about an adventure.  They
want to laugh. They want to be kids. They
don’t want to hear morals all the time,” Ballan
explained. “In the primary years, the most
vital task we (parents) have is to install the
love of reading in children, not to teach
through reading. Teaching information
through reading will become a goal later on

in life. If we don’t succeed in the early stage
then we miss both goals (i.e to make them
become readers and learners),” she said.

Important habit
Arabic children’s books author Amal Al-

Randi stressed that reading is an important
habit for children to acquire at a young age;
hence, it is essential to provide them with
books that are fun, attractive and interactive.

The quality of a book is so important for
each stage in the life of a child to keep the

child entertained and interested in reading
more books, Randi pointed out, noting that
producing children’s books are highly expen-
sive and need extensive efforts.

Successful kid’s books require three ele-
ments: good production, attractive illustra-
tions and enticing narrative, Randi said. “A
lack of any of these elements creates imbal-
ance and a loss of its attractiveness to chil-
dren. That is why English children’s books are
more appealing to the eye and the mind,” she
pointed out.

Both authors, Randi and Ballan, agreed
that Arabic picture books have been increas-
ing in the past 5 years and there are many
serious attempts to produce children’s books
as good as the English ones. “We are on the
right path to give Arab children rich and fun
books,” Al-Randi said; nonetheless, their mass
production is not quite there yet.

On her part, Ballan said that Arabic illus-
trated books should be more “accessible in
bookstores and available on digital platforms
where kids can access them independently.”
Randi also explained that translated children’s
books from English into Arabic have been also
increasing in the past 5 years. They take up 30
percent of the kids’ books market than the
ones originally written in Arabic.

This increasing tendency to translate
books is due to its low production cost: less
expensive payments for Arab authors and
Arab illustrators, she said. However, Randi
cautioned parents to watch for these translat-
ed books because might teach values and
lessens that are contradictory to that of the
Arab culture. —  KUNA

English Children’s books read
more than Arabic ones: Authors

KUWAIT: School children buy coloring books at a stand at Kuwait International Book Fair. — KUNA

Artists: Drama 
sheds light 

on problems, 
social issues

KUWAIT: A host of Kuwaiti artists have
stressed that the mission of TV drama is to
transfer issues, problems and incidents take
place in the society to audience, not to
solve them. Spectators are artistic critics,
they said during a seminar themed ‘Gulf
dramas and their role in changing the
image of society,’ held on the sidelines of
the 40th edition of Kuwait International
Book Fair, which kicked off last Wednesday
and runs until November 28.

Heba Hamada, a Kuwait writer, under-
lined that writers should be acquainted with
the society’s issues, adding they seek to
focus on artworks pertaining to social and
daily life. Ahlam Hassan, a Kuwait actress,
said that there are many burdens on authors
and directors of drama as they should be
keen on traditions of the Gulf societies.

Shedding light on negative aspects and
issues in the society aims to raise awareness
of people about them, she said, adding
Ministry of Information is able to revive the
missing part of the Kuwaiti drama. 

Bashar Al-Kandari, a journalist, said there
are some mistakes pertaining to the
Kuwaiti heritage, as some non-Kuwaiti
directors sometimes don’t know many
aspects of this heritage. The fair includes
events, lectures and discussions in which
several writers, journalists from Kuwait and
overseas take part. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti-Iraqi relations are deep-
rooted and historic, said Farwaniya governor
Sheikh Faisal Al-Humoud Al-Sabah on
Thursday. In a meeting with visiting Iraqi MP
Shaalan Abdul-Jabbar Al-Karim, the governor
stressed the wisdom of not ruffling up the
past between the two countries especially
now when the whole region is experiencing
threats of terrorism and destabilization,
requiring everyone to work together hand-in-
hand for the security of the region.

He said Kuwaiti-Iraqi relations had been
improving firmly due to the visits made by
officials to each other’s country in recent
times. The Iraqi MP emphasized the good ties
between both countries and thanked the
governor for his great hospitality.

Investments
Separately, the Kurdistan Board of

Investment said yesterday that Iraq’s
Kurdistan is eager to increase the number of
Kuwaiti investments in the region. This state-
ment came during a meeting between mem-
bers of the board of investment and Kuwaiti
General Consul to the region Dr Omar Al-
Kanderi. Kanderi told KUNA that his meeting
with the Board’s Director General Dr Mukhles
Murad and members focused on means to
boost investment cooperation between
Kuwait and the Kurdistan region.

The close proximity of Kuwait to Kurdistan
made it paramount to increase investments in
the region, said Kanderi who indicated that

there are already a number of Kuwaiti
investors operating in Iraq’s Kurdistan.

In 2006, the regional parliament approved
the investment law facilitating business for
local and foreign investors. According to
recent statistics by the board foreign invest-

ments in the region had reached around $22
bill ion since the investment law was
approved until last year. The last statistics
regarding Kuwaiti investments showed that
the Gulf country had around $1 billion worth
of investments in the region. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Farwaniya governor Sheikh Faisal Al-Humoud Al-Sabah meets Iraqi MP Shaalan
Abdul-Jabbar Al-Karim. — KUNA


